
FOREST HILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

Board Curriculum Committee
Wednesday, April 16, 2025 

3:00 PM
Forest Hills Administration Building

Agenda

I. Public Comments
II. Updates

II.A. Finance and Operations
Presenter: Julie Davis

II.B. Technology
Presenter: Susan Bordewyck

II.C. Instruction
Presenter: Scott Haid
II.C.1. Presentation: Flex Academy

Presenter: J. Gregory and J. Rapelje
II.C.2. Review the Instruction Department's Board Finance 

Requests
Presenter: Scott Haid
II.C.2.a. Albert.io, Albert from Learning By Doing, Inc., Grades 

9-12
II.C.2.b. IXL Learning renewal, IXL, Grades K-8
II.C.2.c. QuickReads ©2012, E.H. Hiebert Ph.D., from Savvas, 

Grades K-8
II.C.3. Review Textbook Recommendations

II.C.3.a.  Great First Eight ©2025, Duke & Vallotton, from 
Great First Eight, Grade JK

III. Action
III.A. Minutes for March 12, 2025
III.B. Recommendations

III.B.1. Approval of Pre-AP English 1 and Pre-AP English 2 ©2025, 
College Board, Grades 9 and 10

III.B.2. Approval of Albert.io, Albert from Learning By Doing, Inc., 
Grades 9-12

III.B.3. Approval of QuickReads ©2012, E. H. Hiebert, Ph.D. from 
Savvas, Grades K-8

III.B.4. Approval of Quill ©2025 , Quill and College Board, Grades 9 
and 10

III.B.5. Approval of Vocabulary.com, IXL, Grades 9 and 10
III.B.6. Monthly review of Great First Eight ©2025, Nuke & Vallotton, 

from Great First Eight , Grade JK



IV. Superintendent's Update



 
 

Forest Hills Public Schools 
Board Finance Committee 

 
April 15, 2025 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Pending the Board Curriculum Committee's approval, the Board of Education approve 
the purchase of two-year licenses for Albert.io from Learning By Doing, Inc. for an 
amount not to exceed $76,370. 
 

FUNDING SOURCE:  General Fund 
 

BACKGROUND: 

●​ These supplemental resources support high school teachers in all content areas, 
including Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  

●​ Albert.io is a single platform that supports content and data-driven differentiation 
and improves exam performance.  

●​ Teachers have been piloting Albert.io with success. 
●​ Teachers will participate in ongoing professional learning for Albert.io.  

  

Submitted by:  Scott Haid  

 



Quote # 55020
Forest Hills Public Schools
(MI)
Jon Gregory
jgregory@fhps.net
6164938600
6590 Cascade Road
Southeast
Grand Rapids, Michigan
49546

Subscription Length:
Hit accept at the bottom of this quote to start your licenses. Your Invoice will contain your contract end

date.
Pilot Terms:

Pilot licenses are subject to the start and stop date agreed upon with your Albert Representative at the
time of sale.

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW BANKING INFO:

For the fastest service, we suggest paying through ACH.
Bank Routing: 102001017
Bank Account Number: 787029005
Bank: JP Morgan Chase
Swift Code: CHASUS33

Details

Created: 04.09.25

Sent from: schools@albert.io

Sent to: jgregory@fhps.net

Due: 30 days from invoice date

Amount: $76,370.00

Products

Description Qty Price

License Cost  - Multi-Year: Year 1 1 $30,886.00

License Seats  - Multi-Year: Year 1 2833 $0.00

License Cost  - Multi-Year: Year 2 1 $34,318.00

License Seats  - Multi-Year: Year 2 2833 $0.00

Pro Upgrade Quantity  - Multi-Year: Year 1 2833 $0.00

Pro Upgrade Cost  - Multi-Year: Year 1 1 $2,833.00

Pro Upgrade Quantity  - Multi-Year: Year 2 2833 $0.00

Pro Upgrade Cost  - Multi-Year: Year 2 1 $2,833.00

Services Cost (On-Site Half-Day)  - Multi-Year: Year 1 1 $2,750.00

Services Cost (On-Site Half-Day)  - Multi-Year: Year 2 1 $2,750.00

Services Hours (On-Site Half-Day)  - Multi-Year: Year 1
3 hour session 

1 $0.00

Services Hours (On-Site Half-Day)  - Multi-Year: Year 2
3 hour session 

1 $0.00



Payment Terms

Please let your Albert representative know if you would like to
explore multi-year license purchases.
Tax Exempt:
If your school or district is tax-exempt for software-as-a-service
products, please send a tax-exempt certificate to your Albert
representative to ensure we do not levy a sales tax on your
purchase.
Payment Terms:
Net 30 from Receipt of Invoice
Multi-year plans require a PO for the full amount if payment cannot
be made up front.
Payments can be split into up to 3 installments but all payments are
due within 12 months of the formal invoice being issued.
Purchase orders should be signed and made out to Learn By
Doing, Inc. and sent via Email (schools@albert.io), Fax (312-313-
2667), or Mail (909 Davis St, Suite 500 Evanston, IL 60201)

Payment Methods:
Check
All checks payable to Learn By Doing, Inc.
909 Davis St, Suite 500
Evanston, IL 60201

Wire/ACH
Beneficiary Bank Routing: 102001017
Beneficiary Bank Account Number: 787029005
Beneficiary Bank: JP Morgan Chase
Swift Code: CHASUS33

Subtotal: $76,370.00

Total: $76,370.00 (USD)

Amount Due: $76,370.00 (USD)

mailto:schools@albert.io


Contract Terms & Conditions
Learn by Doing, Inc. Terms of Use
As of June 1, 2016
The Albert.io service and website are operated by Learn by Doing, Inc. By accessing or otherwise using our website at www.albert.io, you
(the “User”) agree that you have read, understand and agree to be bound by these terms and conditions. For full reference to our Terms
of Service, please visit: http://www.albert.io/terms-of-use.
Privacy
We understand and respect your concerns about the use of your personal information. Below are key facts regarding our handling of your
data.
When you use Albert.io, you provide us with two types of information: personal information that you knowingly choose to disclose to us
and information collected by us as you interact with our website. We will not share any of the personal information you provide us in your
use of our site to any third party. We are FERPA, COPPA and iKeepSafe compliant. For full reference to our Privacy Policy, please visit:
https://www.albert.io/privacy
Professional Development Terms
For Virtual and On-Site Professional Development Terms, please visit: https://docsend.com/view/jvxgpc5a2vt8zqev



 

Forest Hills Public Schools 
Board Finance Committee 

 
April 15, 2025 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Board of Education approve the purchase of a two-year license of IXL Learning for 
grades K-8 to support students in math and ELA for an amount not to exceed $198,000.  
 
 
FUNDING SOURCE:  General Fund 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

●​ IXL is proven to drive positive student learning outcomes and is an effective partner 
for tiered intervention programs. We are looking for IXL to continue to support Tier 2 
and Tier 3 instruction for grades K-8.  

 

●​ IXL allows students to control their pace, motivates students with choice, and allows 
them to learn from school, home, or other locations. IXL has been proven to drive 
gains on state assessments and does this by allowing the practice of foundational 
knowledge, assessing for understanding, and supporting high-stakes testing.  

 
●​ The 2-year subscription provides math and ELA content access to 6,000 K-8 students. 

 
 

 
Submitted by:  Scott Haid 
 

​  











 
 

Forest Hills Public Schools 
Board Finance Committee 

 
April 15, 2025 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Pending the Board Curriculum Committee approval, the Board of Education approve the 
purchase of updated QuickReads Intervention from SAVVAS for an amount not to exceed 
$73,100. 
 

FUNDING SOURCE:  Section 35j Grant 
 

BACKGROUND: 

●​ This supplemental intervention resource adoption supports elementary literacy in 
the area of fluency, including comprehension and vocabulary 

●​  Intervention reading passages are organized in text sets, using social studies and 
science informational text 

●​ Teachers have been piloting QuickReads with success 
●​ All K-8 schools will have access to these intervention resources and training 

  

Submitted by:  Scott Haid  

 















 

                                              FOREST HILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

 
Minutes of the Curriculum Committee of the Board of Education 

Held on March 12, 2025 
 
Present:           Maggie Terryn, Holly DeBoer, and Shawn Colley 
Staff:​ Scott Haid, Julie Davis, Kim Van Antwerp, Gabbi Kokenakes, Kristina Green, 

Eldina Sales 
                        ​    
Meeting began at 3:00 p.m. 
      
I.​ Public Comments 
​ There were no public comments. 
     
II.​ Updates 
 

Finance 
Provided by Julie Davis, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations 
A.​ Assistant Superintendent Davis shared that the Board Finance Committee 

reviewed two months of financial statements, reviewed a bond update, discussed 
the Section 147G reimbursement funds, and discussed information on the 
district’s federal funding allocations.  

B.​ Assistant Superintendent Davis indicated the action items coming from the 
Finance Committee for consideration at Monday’s Board Meeting are: 

1.​ Microsoft, year 3 of 3 
2.​ Structured cabling-CHS 
3.​ Lawn maintenance contract  
4.​ TruGreen final year of contract 
5.​ Bond Sale resulting in $600,000 of interest relief 
6.​ Refund of property taxes 

C.​ Member DeBoer asked a question regarding the following of executive orders. 
Superintendent Kirby explained that we will follow those orders that are adopted 
through the legal process. Currently, none of the adopted orders pertain to 
anything we have had in practice. Many were more applicable to higher education 
practices. 

 
Instruction 
Provided by Scott Haid, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction  
A.​ Assistant Superintendent Haid shared the general plan for the March 14, 2025, 

professional development day for teachers. 
B.​ Presentation: FHPS Gifted Learning Model 
​ Gabbi Kokenakes, Kristina Green, and Eldina Sales shared the above presentation 

about the gifted cluster model used in FHPS. Ms. Kokenakes shared information 
about the model, testing, and professional development. Ms. Green and Ms. Sales 
shared how they use the model in the classroom and feedback on the professional 
development they receive from the district, the intermediate school district, and 
the national association. 

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGhYfYsUX0/3hoRiucTRiktu8DVhEMSqg/view?utm_content=DAGhYfYsUX0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hd483d6f68f


 

​   
C.​ Review the Instruction Department’s Textbook Recommendations (K. Van 

Antwerp) 
1.​ Pre-AP English 1 and Pre-AP English 2 © 2025 from College Board, 

Grades 9 and 10 
D.​ ​ Review Requests for Board Approval for Supplemental Instructional Resources 

(Kim Van Antwerp) 
​ ​ Director Van Antwerp shared the review, pilot, and selection process for 

supplemental resources chosen. She highlighted what the review committees liked 
about each resource. Committee members were provided links to review the 
digital resources. 

1.​  Albert from Albert, Grades 9-12 
2.​ QuickReads, Elfrieda H Hiebert, Ph.D from Savvas © 2012, Grades K-12 
3.​ Quill, from Quill and College Board © 2025, Grades 9 and 10  
4.​ Vocabulary.com, from IXL, Grades 9 and 10   

E.​ ​ Member Colley asked if the adoption of some of these resources would eliminate 
the need for some of our current resources. Director Van Antwerp confirmed that 
some of these would replace others currently in use. 

 
III.​ Action 

A.​ Approval of the February 5, 2025 meeting minutes. 
B.​ Recommendations 

1.​ Monthly review of Pre-AP English 1 and Pre-AP English 2 © 2025 from 
College Board, Grades 9 and 10 

2.​ Monthly review of Albert from Albert, Grades 9-12 
3.​ Monthly review of QuickReads, Elfrieda H Hiebert, Ph.D from Savvas © 

2012, Grades K-12  
4.​ Monthly review of Quill, from Quill and College Board © 2025, Grades 9 

and 10  
5.​ Monthly review of Vocabulary.com, from IXL, Grades 9 and 10  

  
IV.​ Superintendent’s Update  

A.​ Superintendent Kirby shared that there has been no decision on the nine bill 
package. We are most closely watching 6058 which would raise the hard cap costs 
and result in an increase in district costs. A decision at this point would not likely 
impact the 2025 fiscal year budget. 

B.​ The State House passed a partial budget with estimates for the 2026 fiscal year. 
There is a 4.3% increase in per pupil funding. 

C.​ There was a new article on our Junior Kindergarten programming. We have had 
lots of interest in junior kindergarten. 

D.​ Superintendent Kirby and others have been involved in the interview process for 
the Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources position. 

E.​ Superintendent Kirby shared feedback on his conference attendance. He focused 
on the areas of school safety, communications, and AI. 

F.​ Superintendent Kirby reiterated the information and importance of the March 14, 
2025, professional development day for teachers. 

  
 

Meeting ended at 4:15 p.m. 

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGg-p6_EhE/bCl4fdWxjDs9VjaL8tv97w/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGg-p6_EhE/bCl4fdWxjDs9VjaL8tv97w/edit
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