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Good Habits & Break Bad Ones by James Clear; FLEX, Grades 9-
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III.B.2. Monthly review of Think Like a Freak By Steven Levitt and 
Stephan Dubner; EHS-AP Seminar, Grades 10-12

IV. Superintendent's Update







 

 

                                              FOREST HILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

 

Minutes of the Curriculum Committee of the Board of Education 

Held on September 11, 2024 

 

Present:           Maggie Terryn, Malorie Ninemeier, and Kristen Covelle 

Staff: Scott Haid, Julie Davis, Kim Van Antwerp  

                            

Meeting began at 3:30 p.m. 

      

I. Public Comments 

 There was one public comment related to transportation. 

     

II. Updates 

 

Finance 

Provided by Julie Davis, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations 

A. Assistant Superintendent Davis shared that the Board Finance Committee 

reviewed the August 2024 monthly financial statements. She noted that the legal 

fees were higher due to usage as related to contract negotiations. A bond 

construction update was also reviewed. 

 

Instruction 

Provided by Scott Haid, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

A. Presentation-the Director of Instructional Services, Kim Van Antwerp, presented 

the 2024-25 district-wide professional development plan. The plan is based on 

staff feedback, district goals, differentiation, and the limitation of staff being out 

of the classroom. Director Van Antwerp did remind the committee that this plan 

was for district-wide professional development. There are many, many other 

group professional development events happening in the district. Committee 

Member Covelle asked about training for new teachers. Director Van Antwerp 

indicated that professional development for new teachers before the school year 

starts includes things like CQ (Cultural Quotient-Cultural Intelligence), 

Restorative Practices, and CPR/First Aid. This format captures teachers at the 

beginning of their career and allows them to not have to leave the classroom for 

these training sessions. It also allows us to be assured that all teaching staff have 

training and over time we increase the number of staff trained. There is also work 

being done on embedding development with the support of the instructional 

coaches. 

B. Review the Instruction Department’s Board Finance Requests 

 Assistant Superintendent Haid shared the item being requested for purchase: 

1.  Advanced Placement Calculus Demana, Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, 

Algebraic AP Edition, 6th edition ©2020, Savvas Learning, Grades 9-12 

C. Review Requests for Board Approval for Supplemental Instructional Resources 

Assistant Superintendent Haid shared the item being requested for review:  

1. Atomic Habits: An Easy & Proven Way to Build Good Habits & Break Bad 

Ones by James Clear; FLEX, Grades 9-12 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ECcJRUHhD0ctAlVZ2c9wpYoTFxqbwZxF/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

III. Action 

A. Approval of the August 14, 2024, meeting minutes. 

B. Recommendations 

1. Approval of Advanced Placement Calculus Demana, Calculus: Graphical, 

Numerical, Algebraic AP Edition, 6th edition ©2020, Savvas Learning, 

Grades 9-12 

2. Monthly review of Atomic Habits: An Easy & Proven Way to Build Good 

Habits & Break Bad Ones by James Clear; FLEX, Grades 9-12 

  

IV. Superintendent’s Update  

Dr. Kirby shared that the school year was off to a good start. The transportation issues 

have smoothed out with continued work needed on getting all addresses entered for better 

use of the app. 

Dr. Kirby also shared that two items have impacted schools. Thornapple Elementary 

evacuated students due to a suspicious odor thought to be gas. It turned out to be a sewer 

issue in the general area, no problems at the school. All protocols were followed and 

handled well. Orchard View had a police event in the general area. Again, all protocols 

were followed and handled well. 

Dr. Kirby reminded the committee that Count Day would be October 2, 2024. This pupil 

count is important as it is 90% of our FTE funding for students. 

 

Meeting ended at 3:26 p.m. 
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