
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 7:00 PM
Town Hall, Council Chambers - Closed to the Public Please click the link 
below to join the webinar: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88357911044 Or 
Telephone: 312 626 6799 or 646 558 8656 Webinar ID: 883 5791 1044, 601 
Matianuck Avenue, Windsor, CT 06095

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence
2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements
a. Recognition--WHS Juried Art Show, Board of Education Purchase Prize to 
Jalah Cooper for "Fear" and to Devon Featherstone for "River's Edge"; 
Superintendent's Choice Purchase Prize to Melina Mercado for "Sunflowers"; 
WHS Purchase Prize to Corinthia Saez for "Finding One's Self"

b. Recognition--BOE Student Representative, Athena Camacho
c. Announcement--Windsor Educator of the Year and Paraeducator of the Year
d. Recognition--Tracie Peterson, Principal, Poquonock School and Mary Kay 
Ravenola, Principal, John F. Kennedy School

e. Recognition--Patricia Patton, Food Service Director and Staff of Food 
Service

3. Student Representative Report
4. Board of Education
a. President's Report
5. Superintendent's Report
a. Distance Learning/Coronavirus Update
b. Financial Status 2019-2020 School Year
c. Discussion on CARES Act Funding
6. Committee Reports
7. Consent Agenda
a. Financial Report
b. Enrollment Report
c. Food Service Report
d. Human Resources Report
8. Approval of Minutes
a. May 19, 2020 Regular Meeting
b. June 9, 2020 Special Meeting
9. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings
a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, September 15, 2020, 7:00 PM, Town 
Hall, Council Chambers

10. Adjournment

































WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION 

AGENDA ITEM 
 

 

For Consideration by the Board of Education at the Meeting of:  June 17, 2020 

 

Prepared By:  Craig A. Cooke Presented By:  Craig A. Cooke 

 

Attachments:   

 

Subject:  CARES Act Funding  

 

Background: 

 

The Superintendent will lead a discussion on the CARES Act funding. 

 

 

Recommendation: 

 

For discussion only. No action required.  

 

 

 

Reviewed by:_______________ Recommended by the Superintendent: CAC   

 

        Agenda Item # 5c. 
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Windsor Board of Education
Regular Meeting - Virtual Meeting

Unapproved Minutes
Tuesday, May 19, 2020 7:00 PM

Town Hall, Council Chambers (Room Change) - Closed to the Public 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the May 19, 2020 Regular Meeting - Virtual Meeting. Any additions or 
corrections will be made at a future meeting.

Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM: 

Present Board Members:   
Mr. Leonard Lockhart 
Ms. Ayana Taylor 
Mr. Paul Panos 
Mr. Brian Bosch 
Mr. Ronald Eleveld 
Mr. David Furie 
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts 
Mr. James Ristas 
 
Absent Board Members:   
Ms. Maryam Khan 
 
Updated Attendance:   
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts was updated to present at: 7:16 PM  
Ms. Maryam Khan was updated to absent at: 8:10 PM  

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence  
 
Discussion: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mr. Lockhart with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence. 
Also in attendance: Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig A. Cooke, Director of Pupil and Special Education Services 
Steven Carvalho, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Dr. Terrell Hill, Director of Business Services Ms. 
Danielle Batchelder and Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services Dr. Santosha Oliver. 

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements  
2.a. Windsor Education Foundation Grants  
 
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke gave an overview of the Windsor Education Foundation and the grant process.  Funds have been allocated 
by the WEF board to benefit as many students as possible.  Projects have been put on hold but will proceed during the 
summer and fall.  12 grants were obtained to benefit over 3.300 students to further student learning.

2.b. Recognition--CABE Student Leadership Awards: WHS--Abigail Butterick, Kennedy Tor; SPMS--Angela 
Abu-Boateng, Alex Dauphinais  
 
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke explained that, under normal circumstances, the students being awarded and the administration from both 
Sage Park and WHS would be present and would be congratulated in turn by the Board. Mr. Lockhart read the profiles 
of 4 students.
 
Ms. Angela Abu-Boateng, of Sage Park, was commended for her leadership qualities both in and out of the classroom.
 
Mr. Alex Dauphinais, of Sage Park, is an outstanding student and a positive role model for his peers.
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Ms. Abigail Butterick, of WHS, exemplifies the characteristics of a CABE Student Leader such as meeting high 
expectations and being a conscientious student.
 
Ms. Kennedy Tor, of WHS, whose determination, motivation and drive to succeed make her a CABE Student Leader as 
she leads by example.
 
The board was given the opportunity to congratulate the students. Mr. Ristas requested that there be limited use of 
acronyms. 

3. Student Representative Report  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Camacho wrote a statement that Dr. Cooke read for the board. Ms. Camacho explained that the Advanced 
Placement exams began last week. She said that she is sharing strategies with other students and that many students are 
sharing their experiences on social media. Ms. White, the WHS Choral Department teacher, is planning a virtual choir 
due to the loss of the spring concert.  Details are not yet available. She thanked the board for everything they are doing. 

4. Board of Education  
4.a. President's Report  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Lockhart shared his appreciation of everyone trying to make this new process work. He wanted to recognize the 
cleaning staff for all they are doing to keep the buildings deep cleaned during this time. He thanked both Mary Kay 
Ravenola and Tracie Peterson as they move on from Windsor Public Schools. On behalf of the BOE, he wished them 
and their families the best. 

4.b. Set Last Day of School for 2019-2020  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Lockhart indicated that the last official day of school would be June 16, bringing the days of student study to 180. 
That day will be a half day for students. June 16 will be graduation for the seniors. 

5. Superintendent's Report  
 
Discussion: 
Dr. Cooke stated that the memo he presents during agenda item 5c will cover all topics for his report. 

5.a. Budget FY 2020-2021 - Potential Budget Reductions (Action Anticipated)  

Motion Passed:  Move the Board of Education approve the Town Council’s request to reduce the FY 2020-2021 
budget by $130,000 or 0.18%, making the Board of Education’s approved FY 2020-2021 total budget, $72,551,799 
passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes
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5.b. Healthy Food Certification (Action Anticipated)  
 
Motion Passed:  Move the Windsor Board of Education, pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-215F, certifies that all food 
items offered for sale to students in the schools under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition 
Standards published by the Connecticut State Department of Education, will comply with the Connecticut Nutrition 
Standards during the period of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. This certification shall include all food offered for 
sale to students separately from reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, including but not limited to, 
school stores, vending machines, school cafeterias, and any fundraising activities on school premises sponsored by the 
school or by non-school organization and groups passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul  
Panos.  

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

Discussion: 
The board discussed the Healthy Food Certification being a federal program with state oversight.  Ms. Batchelder 
explained the details of funding and why WPS feels it is an important certification. 

Motion Passed:  Food and beverage exemptions required: Move the Windsor Public Schools’ board of education will 
allow the sale to students of food items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards and beverages not listed in 
Section 10-221q of the Connecticut General Statutes provided that the following conditions are met: 1. The sale is in 
connection with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend 2. The sale is at the 
location of the event 3. The food and beverage items are not sold from a vending machine or school store. An “event” 
is an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or extracurricular activity. For 
example, soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic debates are events but soccer practices, play rehearsals, and 
debate team meetings are not. The “regular school day” is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end 
of the official school day.  “Location means where the event is being held passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and 
a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

5.c. Distance Learning/Coronavirus Update  
 
Discussion: 
A memo was sent to the board outlining the current situation within the district. 

Dr. Cooke explained the limitations on summer programs.  Dream Sports camp has been cancelled and the state is 
limiting the number of participants to 30 per site and 10 per room which greatly impacts the offerings available.  Camp 
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Treehouse will proceed with a limited number of students and summer education will be held online with remote 
check-ins.  Additional guidance from the State is expected later this month.

Advance Placement testing began on May 11 and has been going smoothly with no technology issues.  The State of 
Connecticut will provide funding for SAT tests for members of the class of 2021.  At this time the schedule of testing is 
unknown. 

Through Tuesday, May 12, WPS has served over 28,000 meals (this includes breakfast and lunch) to children in need.  
This program is expected to continue over the summer, similar to what has been done in the past at select locations 
around Windsor.  It is not known yet if distribution will continue at WHS and Oliver Ellsworth or at past summer 
locations. 

Dr. Cooke and Mr. Osunde have continued to meet regarding WHS events.  Graduation ideas have been discussed and 
the most probable option being a drive up ceremony with photos.   

Locker clean out has been communicated to students.  This has been a very emotional process for both staff and 
students.  There is hope for a "last day of school redo" next year where students will have the opportunity to meet with 
this year's teachers and classmates after next year begins. 

Windsor Public Schools will be receiving funding from the federal Cares funding program.  The majority of funding in 
Connecticut is being passed directly to the districts.  Funding needs to be spent by September 30, 2021.  Administration 
will share its plan and the application process with the board when it becomes available. 

5.d. Financial Status 2019-2020 School Year  

The board was presented with a spreadsheet that reviewed the cost and savings for the 2019-2020 school year.  Topics 
that the board discussed included the fuel program, savings in staffing, savings on utilities and food program costs.  Ms. 
Batchelder addressed the board and answered questions.  Additional reports will provided, as needed, at the June 
meeting. 

6. Committee Reports  
 
Discussion: 
No committee reports. 

7. Consent Agenda  

Motion Passed:  Move the Board accept Consent agenda items 7b. Enrollment Report and 7d. Human Resources 
Report passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Absent
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

7.a. Financial Report  
 
Discussion: 
Expenditures for March 31, 2020 $ 6,996,004 (revised) 

Expenditures through March 31, 2020 $50,297,687 (revised) 
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Expenditures for April 30, 2020 $ 6,736,915 

Expenditures through April 30, 2020 $57,034,602

Discussion amongst the board included: technology, salaries, and tuition. 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board accept Consent agenda item 7a. Financial Report passed with a motion by Mr. David 
Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Absent
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

7.b. Enrollment Report 
 
7.c. Food Service Report  
 
Discussion: 
There was discussion of how the food services department receives its funding.  There were also questions regarding 
the amount of compensation received for the breakfast and lunches currently being given to any Windsor children in 
need.  A concern was raised about the offering of charity in the food program.  Ms. Batchelder and Dr. Cooke 
explained the reasons for the department being at a loss for the school year. 

Motion Passed:  Move the Board accept Consent agenda items 7c. Food Service Report passed with a motion by Mr. 
David urie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Absent
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

7.d. Human Resources Report  

8. Approval of Minutes  
8.a. April 21, 2020 Regular Meeting  

Motion Passed:  Move to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2020 regular meeting passed with a motion by Ms. 
Ayana Taylor and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
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Ms. Maryam Khan           Absent
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

8.b. May 5, 2020 Special Meeting  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Bosch requested an amendment to the May 5, 2020 special meeting to include a statement he made at the time of 
the vote for the JFK principal candidate.  He requested that "The reason for my no vote is that the candidate's 
experience is primarily at the middle school level and not elementary." be added to the vote. 

Motion Passed:  Move to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2020 special meeting with amendments passed with a 
motion by Ms. Ayana Taylor and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Absent
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

9. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Ricketts hoped all families are doing well and congratulated the 2020 graduates.

Mr. Eleveld agrees with Ms. Ricketts and wants everyone to stay safe.

Mr. Ristas had no comments.

Ms. Taylor congratulated the contestants for the Shad Derby Queen.

Mr. Bosch stated that this meeting was much smoother than the April meeting in terms of technology.  He said that this 
is a trying time and with the reopening of the state, respect the choices people make.

Mr. Furie said that both Ms. Ravenola and Ms. Peterson will be missed.  He felt the whole school system was doing 
great.  He will miss the National Honor Society ceremony that is typically held in the spring.

Mr. Panos had no comments.

Mr. Lockhart expressed his congratulations to the graduates and all students making transitions.  He wishes the best for 
everyone.  He appreciated the district reaching out after his grandmother passed of Covid-19. 

9.a. BOE Special Meeting, Tuesday, June 9, 2020, 6:30 PM, L.P. Wilson Community Center, Room 17  
 
9.b. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Wednesday, June 17, 2020, 7:00 PM, Town Hall, Council Chambers  
 
Discussion: 
The June 17, 2020 regular meeting will be held via Zoom. 
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10. Adjournment  
 
Discussion: 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 PM. 

Motion Passed:  Move to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 PM passed with a motion by Mr. Paul  Panos and a second by 
Mr. Ronald Eleveld.  

8 Yeas - 0 Nays.  

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes
Ms. Maryam Khan           Absent
Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes
Mr. Paul Panos           Yes
Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes
Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes
Mr. David Furie          Yes
Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes
Mr. James Ristas          Yes

_____________________________________
Ayana K. Taylor, Secretary
Windsor Board of Education
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Windsor Board of Education 

Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting  

Unapproved Minutes 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 6:30 PM 

L.P. Wilson Community Center, Board Room - Closed to the Public   
 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the June 9, 2020 Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting. Any additions or 

corrections will be made at a future meeting. 
 

Attendance Taken at 6:30 PM:  
 

Present Board Members:    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart  

Ms. Maryam Khan  

Ms. Ayana Taylor  

Mr. Paul Panos  

Mr. Brian Bosch  

Mr. Ronald Eleveld  

Mr. David Furie  

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts  

Mr. James Ristas  

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag and Moment of Silence   
  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Lockhart at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.  

Also in attendance:  Superintendent of Schools Dr. Craig Cooke.  

 

2. BOE Evaluation of the Superintendent and Discussion of Superintendent's Contract and Compensation 

(Executive Session and Possible Action Anticipated in Regular Session)   
  

Motion Passed:  Motion that the Board of Education enter into executive sessions for the purpose of evaluating the 

Superintendent and discussing his contract and compensation before taking possible action in open session, inviting the 

Superintendent to participate passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Mr. Paul Panos.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

Discussion:  

The meeting entered Executive Session at 6:36 p.m. 

 

The meeting returned from Executive Session at 10:10 p.m. 



 

 2 

 

Motion Passed:  Motion that the President of the Board of Education be authorized to work with the Board of 

Education attorney to extend the contract of the Superintendent by one calendar year, staying within the 3 year 

limitation passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Ms. Charlotte Ricketts.   

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to authorize the Board of Education President to increase the salary of the Superintendent by 

2%, effective July 1, 2020 passed with a motion by Mr. David Furie and a second by Ms. Maryam Khan.   

 

6 Yeas - 1 Nays - 2 Abstained.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           No 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Abstain 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Abstain 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Ristas and Mr. Bosch requested the minutes reflect that the reason they abstained is because the vote for 

compensation was divided and they were therefore uncertain. 

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to authorize the Board of Education President to facilitate a one-time payment of unused 

vacation days not able to be rolled over as of June 30, 2020, effective July 1, 2020 passed with a motion by Mr. David  

Furie and a second by Ms. Ayana Taylor.   

 

6 Yeas - 3 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           No 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        No 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          No 

 

Discussion: 

Mr. Lockhart clarified that the Superintendent is ending this budget year with 14.5 vacation days he was not able to use 

due to Covid; the contract allows him to roll over 10 days which he is doing, leaving 4.5 days. 

 

Mr. Eleveld requested the minutes reflect that he is opposed to the second portion as the total compensation would be 

in excess of $7,500 and that is why he's in opposition. 
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Mr. Ristas requested the minutes reflect that he would have supported a different combination of salary and 

compensatory payment.   

 

3. Announcements   
  

Discussion:  

Ms. Rickets offered congratulations to the Class of 2020, and addressed events of the last few weeks and how it 

connects to education and our students. 

 

Mr. Eleveld congratulated the Class of 2020, addressed events of the past approximate 2 weeks and expressed hope that 

conversations can be started on the topics that have been brought up and start the healing process. 

 

Ms. Khan spoke on the deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbury, looks forward to the Board being 

a model for the district; she offered congratulations to the Class of 2020. 

 

Mr. Ristas stated he fervently and strongly hopes that the issues that have been prompted currently on a nationwide 

basis can be resolved in our lifetimes fairly, equitably and within the framework of our U.S. Constitution. 

 

Mr. Bosch referenced the incident in Minneapolis; he stated education is central, in Windsor we all feel safe because 

Windsor is a community where we do watch out for each other, and he hopes as a town we can help the world move 

forward as well. 

 

Mr. Furie congratulated the Class of 2020; he agreed with all the comments made prior regarding the social justice 

movement, particularly the action of our high school students and the WEA who are sponsoring a protest on the town 

green on Friday and the letters written by district principals at a time when our students are looking for answers. 

 

Mr. Panos congratulated the Class of 2020, addressed what happened in Minneapolis and the need to use critical 

thinking moving forward to try to address the issues, addressed a recent tragedy in the community and extended his 

condolences to the family involved. 

 

Mr. Lockhart congratulated the Class of 2020 and all students in the district who are being promoted up to the next 

grade/school, addressed the student led protest on Friday that is supported/sponsored by the WEA, and expressed his 

appreciation for members of the board.  

 

4. Adjournment   
 

Motion Passed:  The meeting adjourned at 10:42 p.m. with a motion by Mr. Paul Panos and a second by Mr. Ronald 

Eleveld. 

 

9 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
 

Mr. Leonard Lockhart      Yes 

Ms. Maryam Khan           Yes 

Ms. Ayana Taylor          Yes 

Mr. Paul Panos           Yes 

Mr. Brian Bosch           Yes 

Mr. Ronald Eleveld        Yes 

Mr. David Furie          Yes 

Ms. Charlotte Ricketts    Yes 

Mr. James Ristas          Yes 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Ayana K. Taylor, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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