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Woodbridge Board of Education January 17, 
2012 Regular Meeting Executive Session 6:30 

PM Public Session 7:00 PM Library Media 
Center Beecher Road School

40 Beecher Road South
Woodbridge, CT 06525  

  
 

I. Preliminary Business
I.A.Call to Order 6:30 PM
I.B. Executive Session - 6:30 PM

I.B.1. Discuss Early Retirement Incentive
I.C. Public Session - 7:00 PM
I.D.Salute to the Flag
I.E. Correspondence
I.F. Public Comment 

II. Consent Agenda
II.A. Approval of the December 19, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes
II.B. Monthly Summary Financial Report Ending December 31, 2011
II.C. Monthly Detail Financial Report Ending December 31, 2011
II.D. Combining Financial Statements through December 31, 2011

III. Reports
III.A. Superintendent's Report

III.A.1. BRS Update
III.A.1.a. BRS Monthly Enrollment Report

III.A.2. Update on Principal Search
III.A.3. Playground Update
III.A.4. District Web Site Update
III.A.5. Act on Open Choice Participation

III.B. PTO Update
III.C. Facilities Committee Report
III.D. BRS Building Committee
III.E. Policy Committee
III.F. Finance Committee
III.G. CABE Liaison Report
III.H. ACES Liaison Report

IV. New Business
IV.A. Act on Early Retirement Incentive

V. Other
V.A. Public Comment
V.B. Executive Session, in accordance with State Statute

VI. Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Monday, December 19, 2011 
BRS Library Media Center 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Ms. Hamilton, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Ms. Margaret Hamilton, Chair; Mr. David Barkin (7:13 PM), Mr. David Bernard, Dr. 
Clotilde Dudley-Smith (7:04 PM), Dr. Steve Fleischman, Vice Chair; Mr. Carl Lindskog, Ms. Sheila McCreven (7:08 
PM), and Dr. YanYun Wu. 
 
STAFF: Dr. Guy Stella, Superintendent; Al Pullo, Director of Business Services/Operations; Carol Bequary, Primary 
Grades Principal; Donna Pagé Intermediate Grades Interim Principal; and Marsha DeGennaro, Clerk of the Board.   
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  Laurence Grotheer, BOS Liaison; Joseph Holowienko, Larry Hurwitz, Teresa Nakouzi, 
Teachers; First Lego League Students and Parents; Pua Ford and Bettina Thiel, community. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT –  None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
MOTION #1 – CONSENT AGENDA  
Move that we approve the consent agenda as presented. 
    Dr. Fleischman 
    Second by Mr. Lindskog 
    UNANIMOUS 
REPORTS 
Superintendent’s Report  
 Beecher Road School Update  – Superintendent Stella highlighted the musical concerts, writing celebrations, and 

the China Skype Conference with our sister school.  
 
Dr. Dudley Smith arrived (7:04 PM).  Ms. McCreven arrived (7:08 PM).  
 
 First Lego League – Mr. Holowienko, and the students participating in the First Lego League, gave a robotics 

demonstration and presentation on the PH Balance of Milk. The First Lego League seeks to immerse children in 
real-world science, engineering, mathematics and technology challenges, while supporting the development of 
collaboration and presentation skills. This was the first BRS team to enter the competition and they achieved first 
place and the opportunity to compete in the state finals.   

 
Mr. Barkin arrived (7:13 PM) 
 
 Playground Update – The first meeting of the Playground Committee will be held December 21 at 7:30 AM. A 

contract has been entered into with Fuss & O’Neill to construct a new playground on the North Campus with 
groundbreaking slated to occur by the spring break.  It is anticipated the Town will remove the existing 
playground structures during the holiday break.  

 
 Principal Search Update – NESDEC has been hired to perform the search for a new principal. It is anticipated  

candidates will be identified and selected by the April BOE meeting. 
 
2011/12 Calendar Change – Superintendent Stella recommended changing the March 30 Professional Development Day 
to an early dismissal day for students. This change is the result of the loss of four (4) days attributed to Hurricane Irene 
and the October 31 snow day. Provided there are no additional snow days, the last day of school would change to June 
21st. Depending upon the severity of winter, flexibility remains for reducing students days from 182 to 180 prior to 
eliminating days during the spring break.   
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MOTION #2 – 2011/12 CALENDAR CHANGE 
Move that we modify the 2011/12 calendar and change March 30 to an early dismissal day for students. 
    Dr. Fleischman 
    Second by Mr. Lindskog 
    UNANIMOUS 
 
2012/13 Budget Proposal – Superintendent Stella presented the 2012/13 budget proposal requesting an increase of 3.84%. 
As enrollment is slightly more than originally projected, no recommendation was made for a reduction in certified staff. 
One full-time teacher assistant position is slated for reduction. It was suggested that consideration be given to sharing non-
classroom services with other BOWA districts, defining minimum requirements of maintaining a district and clarifying 
what makes Beecher different than other districts. 
 
MOTION #3 – 2012/13 BUDGET 
Move that we approve 2012/13 Budget as presented for submission to the Boards of Selectmen and Finance. 
    Ms. McCreven 
    Second by Dr. Fleischman 
    UNANIMOUS 
PTO Update – No report 
 
Facilities Committee – Mr. Barkin stated the minutes were comprehensive and there was no further report. 
 
Town Building Committee Charge – Ms. MsCreven indicated the committee charge was recently modified to include 
components related to the pool.  It is anticipated this committee will make a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen 
by the end of January. This committee meets every Friday at 8:00 AM at Town Hall.  
 
Policy Committee – Mr. Bernard presented Policy 5131.92 for adoption.  
 
MOTION #4 – POLICY ADOPTION BULLYING (5131.92) 
Move that we adopt Policy 5131.92 (Bullying). 
    Dr. Fleischman   
    Second by Dr. Dudley-Smith 
    UNANIMOUS 
 
Mr. Bernard noted the Policy Committee will meet on the second and fourth Thursday of the month at 6:00 PM.  
 
Finance Committee – Dr. Fleischman highlighted the December 12 meeting, which included review of the monthly 
financial reports and the 2012/13 budget proposal.  
 
CABE Liaison – No report 
 
ACES Liaison – No report 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
Dr. Stella thanked Mr. Pullo, the co-principals and special services director for their tireless efforts in developing the 
2012/13 budget proposal. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  (8:21 PM) 

  Dr. Fleischman  
  Second by Mr. Lindskog 

   UNANIMOUS 
 
Recorded by Marsha DeGennaro, Clerk of the Board 



















Beecher Road School
Woodbridge School District
Student Enrollment as of January 5th, 2012

Gr./Teacher Girls Boys Total Gr./Teacher Girls Boys Total

PRE-K GRADE 4
DePalma 9 13 22 Echeverry 10 11 21

Krawec 9 12 21
KINDERGARTEN Reizfeld 10 7 17

Waldron 8 11 19
Belisle 10 9 19
Coleman 8 11 19 TOTAL 78
Dempsey 10 9 19
Salindardi 8 10 18
Wyman-Anctil 9 10 19 GRADE 5
TOTAL 94 Blinstrubas 11 11 22

Guerra 8 15 23
McCollom 13 9 22
Mulligan 11 11 22
Rourke 9 14 23

GRADE 1
Total 112

Fanelli 9 9 18
Piascyk 9 8 17
Regan 7 10 17 GRADE 6
Sanders 9 9 18 Chase 9 12 21
TOTAL 70 Eleck 7 11 18

Holowienko 8 10 18
Katzen 7 11 18

GRADE 2 Smerekanicz 12 9 21
Buzzard 10 8 18 White 7 13 20
Halsey 11 7 18 TOTAL 116
Hamm 11 6 17
Navadu 10 7 17 M.A.G.
Shepard 10 8 18 Golden(Yr.1) 9 9 18
TOTAL 88 Burness(Yr.2) 12 9 21

HartRooney(Yr. 10 11 21
Ahern(yr 4) 9 6 15

GRADE 3 TOTAL 75
Concilio 7 11 18
Don 8 10 18
Hutchinson 9 10 19 ENROLLMENT DATA
Lavigne 8 8 16 B.R.S 740 (K-6: 718  / PreK: 22)
Vincitorio 9 8 17 Other 6
TOTAL 88 TOTAL 746

O.O.D. 3 COMPARISON TOTALS - January 2011
COMPARISO    726 (K-6:707/Pre-K:20)

MAGNET 3 COMPARISO    6
COMPARISO    732



 
SUGGESTED TIMELINE 

FOR 
  SELECTING A PRINCIPAL 

WOODBRIDGE, CT 
  
  
                                              

TASKS                                                  DATE 
 
 1.  Initial contact with the Superintendent     1/3/2    
 
 2.  Orientation meeting - decide search details: timeline,     1/3/12    
 brochure information, salary, etc.       
  
 3. Develop brochure or announcement letter.     1/9/12    
 
 4.  Publicize vacancy.        1/17/12     
 
 5.  Date for the acceptance of applications. Begin screening 

of applications.         3/26/12    
 
 7.  Complete/organize applicant files.                    4/3/12     
 
 8.  Present dossiers of candidates to Superintendent     4/3/12    
                   
 9.  Interviews of semi-finalists (everyone must attend  

all sessions).        Week of 4/9/12       
            
10. School visits/interviews of finalists.    Week of 4/23/12    

       
11.  Visit to site of most likely nominee (or nominees).  Week of 4/30/12    
   
12.  Select the nominee.               Week of 5/7/12  
 
13.  Superintendent nominates/Board elects new Principal.    Week of 5/7/12  
  
14.  Clean up details.        Weeks of 5/7/12 and 5/14/12  





Meeting Minutes 

WBOE Facilities Committee Meeting 

Meeting Date: 1/5/12 

Upcoming Meetings: 2/2/12, 3/1/12 (first Thursday at 7:30 – 8:30 am) 

Attending: Brie Pfannenbecker 
  Greg Kula 
  Al Pullo 
  Kathy Wick 
  David Barkin 
  Michael Cavanagh 
  David Bernard 

Old Business 

Playground Update: Parks and Rec demolished all the existing materials at both north and 
south playgrounds, no materials salvaged other than some plastic parts that will be converted 
into a wishing well. It was unknown if the wood posts were pressure treated which would have 
presented a danger if they were recut as had been requested. Dr. Stella will provide a timeline 
for implementation at the January BOE meeting for the new playground(s). 

STEAP Grant Update:  Dr. Stella and Mr. Pullo to determine if an RFP is required in 
conjunction with First Selectman Sheehy and Mr. Genovese (Director Finance and Operations). 
No decision has been made regarding the final selection of consultant for the project. 

Facilities / Grounds Projects 2011 / 2012:. Mr. Pullo and Mr. Kula need to develop a list of 
desired work to be accomplished inside and outside the facility. 

Overview of Maintenance Management Systems: Scheduled and Emergency:  
Administration requested to develop a report / document no later than the March or April 
Facilities Committee Meeting 

New Business 

Report from Mike Cavanaugh – TOW Fire Marshal: Mr. Cavanaugh presented a copy of his 
letter to Dr. Stella dated 11/3/11 regarding his annual inspection on 8/22/11. The letter 
(attached) illustrates a number of areas that need to be addressed immediately to insure the 
building is maintained in accordance with the Connecticut Fire Safety Code (at a minimum). 
One issue that was raised is the difficulty in testing emergency lighting because the electrical 
panels don’t properly identify circuits – this should be remedied and records should be updated 
on an ongoing basis. 

Status / Plan to clear additional areas of invasive species: Mr. Pullo will be soliciting quotes 
from Chris Sorensen for clearing additional areas of invasive growth. Kathy Wick will contact 



Meeting Minutes (cont.) 

Emily Cosenza (retired) to assist in marking trees that shouldn’t be touched by clearing / clean-
up 

Development of grounds operations and maintenance manual:  Mr. Pullo to speak with 
F&O regarding developing a grounds maintenance manual that will serve as a tool for the 
upkeep of the grounds. The manual should include strategies for sustainable and ecologically 
healthy maintenance procedures, identify products and practices that will help us to solicit 
competitive quotes and include timetables for different types of maintenance. Such a document 
would need to be kept up to date. 

Future Agenda Items: 

 Facilities Utilization Plan 
 Removal of old well 





MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY COMMITTEE 
Thursday, January 12, 2012 

District Office Conference Room 
 Beecher Road School South 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  David Bernard, Chair called the meeting to order at 6:12 PM. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  David Bernard, Matthew Gilbride, Margaret Hamilton, Sheila McCreven, Board of 
Education Members; Dr. Guy Stella, Superintendent; Ms. Rachel Kindseth, PTO; and Marsha 
DeGennaro, Clerk of the Board. 
 
The committee continued review of the 1000 series, through Policy 1323.  Policy 1111 (Use of 
Education Television Channel) was created. Additional sample policies were requested regarding 
Policy 1312 (Public Complaints). The committee will continue review of the 1000 series at their next 
meeting on January 26.  
 
 
 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:   7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
Recorded by Marsha DeGennaro 

 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Monday, January 9, 2012 

District Office Conference Room 
Beecher Road School - South 

 

 
Attendees: Steven Fleischman, Margaret Hamilton and Yan Wu, Board Members; Dr. Gaeton Stella, 
Superintendent; Al Pullo, Director of Business Services/Operations;  Sandy Stein, BOF Liaison, Lori Patrick, 
WEA. 
 
Dr. Fleischman, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
The Committee discussed all matters on the agenda.  All financial statements were reviewed in detail. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned:   8:04 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Dr. Fleischman 
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