
BOE Meeting Template
Monday, September 10, 2012 7:00 PM Eastern

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices 
Board Room

4 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT 06071  

  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
5. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
6. CORRESPONDENCE
7. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
8. CONSENT AGENDA

8.1. Approval of Bills
8.2. Retirement Notification (E. Smith)/Resignation (H. Mangold)

9. NEW BUSINESS
10. OLD BUSINESS

10.1. Amend the 2/27/12 BOE Minutes
11. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

11.1. Summer School Update
11.2. Capital Projects Update

12. COMMITTEE REPORTS
12.1. Budget
12.2. Curriculum
12.3. Policy
12.4. Salary & Negotiations
12.5. Planning
12.6. Other Committees

13. OTHER
14. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – August 27, 2012

Members Present: D.Palmer, J.Formeister (arrived at 7:01 p.m.), R.Lees, B.Pellissier (arrived at 
7:07 p.m.), A.Kirkpatrick, M.Maniscalco, B.Devlin, M.Cicciarella (arrived at 
7:02 p.m.)

Members Absent: S.Bollinger
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell, D.Messina
Staff Present:
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
July 9, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Devlin SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the July 9, 
2012 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 5-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE
The Board received CABE correspondence, and an email regarding the CABE convention taking 
place the weekend before Thanksgiving.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 07/13/12 ($54,482.47)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 07/09/12 Bills in the 
amount of $54,482.47 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Approval of Bills 07/26/12 ($510,203.06)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 07/26/12 Bills in the 
amount of $510,203.06 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Approval of Bills 08/21/12 ($352,428.72)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 08/21/12 Bills in the 
amount of $352,428.72 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Approval of Bills – 2011-2012 Budget Transfers ($371,000)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 2011-2012 Budget 
Transfers in the amount of $371,000 as presented. PASSED 7-0
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7.2 Resignation
Jean Calnen, Somers Elementary School Nurse, has submitted her resignation effective 
August 8, 2012. Ms. Julie Brown has been hired to fill this vacancy.

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to accept SES Nurse Ms. Jean Calnen’s 
resignation effective 8/8/2012 as presented. PASSED 7-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Somers High School Soccer Donation

Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Elia have donated socks and backpacks to the SHS Varsity Girls and 
Boys Soccer Teams with a value of $1,500.00. In addition, they have donated approximately 
$600.00 for the repair of the soccer fields. 

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (M.Cicciarella) to graciously accept the 
Somers High School Soccer Donation by Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Elia as presented. 
PASSED 8-0

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Back to School Update

Dr. Suffredini highlighted for the Board his annual Back to School Update. The 
Superintendent noted that convocation went very well. Keynote speaker, Jo Ann Freiberg 
Ph.D, presented to school staff on anti-bullying legislation, and was received as very 
stimulating. The Superintendent visited each school building, remarking that there was an 
enthusiastic climate and a very positive atmosphere for the new school year to commence. 
Dr. Suffredini also notified the Board regarding the CT Reform package and the number of 
initiatives the Governor is focusing on. The state requested and received a waiver on the No 
Child Left Behind Act enabling CT to establish state-specific guidelines. The Superintendent 
also discussed with the Board the new CT evaluation instrument for teachers and 
administration by the SDE. 

iPads for the Technology Plan came in over the summer, and will be distributed to the pre-
determined grades as part of the first year roll-out. Director of Technology and Information 
Services, Mr. Jim Morrow, has scheduled an informational meeting for parents on August 
28th.

10.2 Activity Account Report
As per the Board of Education reporting schedule, Director of Business Services, Mr. Bill 
Boutwell, presented an activity account report. All activity account transactions run through 
the business office, thus, any monies deposited or withdrawn flow through Account 
Payables within the Business Office. There are 110 fund accounts total, mostly at Somers 
High School. The activity accounts are revolving until graduation, and there is no co-
mingling of funds as class money can only stay with that particular class. Gary Cotzin, 
Principal at SHS, and graduating 2012 class officers are currently handling the activity 
account for the class of 2012.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.
11.1 Budget – No Update
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11.2 Curriculum – No Update

11.3 Policy – The Policy Committee has received twenty-one new policies to review in the 
June update. The next Policy Committee meeting will be on September 10th at 6:00 p.m.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Update

11.5 Planning Committee – No Update

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education 7:49 p.m. PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.

















September 4, 2012 

Dear Dr. Suffredini: 

It is with a measure of sadness that I submit this letter of resignation. I have served as the 
preschool speech/language pathologist (.45 FTE) for eight years and it has been a 
thoroughly enriching experience both personally and professionally. Somers Elementary 
School is by far the most energizing and collaborative school I have ever worked in. 
Staff members are completely dedicated, the administration is unfailingly supportive and 
the community as a whole rallies around it's children in support of their education. I will 
absolutely miss being here. 

I am moving on to work for a birth-to-three agency in Hartford, providing support 
services for an extremely needy population. This has been a very difficult decision to 
make, but ultimately it is the right choice for me at this point in my life. 

My anticipated last day of service to the children of Somers will be October 5, 2012. 
am willing, however, to continue to service some students beyond that date if the district 
has difficulty filling the position. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

rJ!Jl!I~Y· ·JJl~kl 
Speech-Language Pathologist 

CC: 
Ralph Riola 
Jennifer Oliver 
Denise Messina 



14 Nevins Ave. 
Enfield, CT 06082 
September 1, 2012 

Dr. Maynard M. Suffredini, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Somers Public Schools 
1 Vision Blvd. 
Somers, CT 06071 

Dear Dr. Suffredini, 

Please accept this my letter of retirement from the position of school nurse 
at Somers High School to become effective September 30, 2012. 

Respectfully, 

~u~j~kZ~ 
Edna Smith 

cc: G.Cotzin 
C. Meagher 



Summer school notices were sent to all students whose cumulative grade was less than a 65 as of 
April 2012. The letter informed them that they may have to take summer school for credit 
recovery. Additional notices were resent in June to those students who qualified for summer 
school.  

A total of 7 students attended summer school taking 8 classes in all. Students attended Enfield, 
Rockville, and Windsor programs.

Enfield High School:         4 students attended and all passed.
Rockville High School:      2 students Attended 1 passed and 1 failed.
Windsor High School:       1 student attended and passed.



Capital Projects Request (CIP) Update
September 2012

2011-2012 CIP Projects

The following projects were funded through CIP in 2011-2012.
 Systemwide Tractor ($6,008; lease yr 4)
 Systemwide Pickup Truck ($5,688; lease yr 4)
 Systemwide Technology ($27,171)
 SHS Technology Education Innovation & Design ($22,148)

2012-2013 CIP Projects 

Two CIP projects are funded for 2012-2013 as follows. 
 Systemwide Tractor ($6,008; lease yr 5)
 Systemwide Pickup Truck ($5,688; lease yr 5)

The CIP Subcommittee is in the process of reviewing CIP requests.  At this time no 
additional requests have been submitted by the subcommittee to the Board of Finance for 
approval.

Future Years CIP Projects Advisory Funded

As mentioned above, the CIP Subcommittee and Board of Finance are evaluating projects 
on a one-by-one basis.  At this time projects funded for future years are limited to 
previous lease commitments.
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – September 10, 2012

Members Present: R.Lees, B.Pellissier, A.Kirkpatrick, M.Maniscalco, B.Devlin (left at 7:03 
p.m.), S.Bollinger, M.Cicciarella (arrived at 7:02 p.m.)

Members Absent: D.Palmer, J.Formeister
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell, D.Messina
Staff Present: K.Regan
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Superintendent 
Suffredini in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Dr. Suffredini opened the floor for nominations for Chairman of the Board.
 A.Kirkpatrick nominated David Palmer for Chairman of the Board, seconded by 

M.Maniscalco. There were no other nominations. David Palmer was elected Board Chairman 
by a vote of 6-0.

Dr. Suffredini opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman of the Board.
 B.Devlin nominated Joan Formeister for Vice Chairman of the Board, seconded by 

B.Pellissier. There were no other nominations. Joan Formeister was elected Board Vice 
Chairman by a vote of 6-0.

Dr. Suffredini opened the floor for nominations for Secretary of the Board.
 M.Maniscalco nominated Rick Lees as Secretary of the Board, seconded by S.Bollinger. 

There were no other nominations. Rick Lees was elected Secretary of the Board by a vote of 
7-0.

4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
August 27, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the August 
27, 2012 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 7-0

5.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

6.0 CORRESPONDENCE
The Board received a CABE packet.

7.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7.1  Add First Warning of DBS Code: 3541.34 – Non-Public School Transportation to BOE 
agenda under New Business Item 9.1.

8.0 CONSENT AGENDA
8.1 Approval of Bills 09/10/12 ($170,893.93)
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It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to approve the 09/10/12 Bills in 
the amount of $170,893.93 as presented. PASSED 6-0

8.2 Retirement Notification (E.Smith) / Resignation (H.Mangold)
Mrs. Edna Smith, SHS Nurse, has submitted her notification of retirement effective 9/30/12. 
Mrs. Smith has served Somers Public Schools for a total of 39 years. Heather Mangold, SES 
Speech Language Pathologist, has submitted her resignation effective 10/5/12. Heather has 
been employed by the district for 8 years. 

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to accept with regret SHS Nurse 
Mrs. Edna Smith’s retirement effective 9/30/2012 as presented, and to accept SES Speech 
Language Pathologist Heather Mangold’s resignation effective 10/5/12 as presented. 
PASSED 6-0

9.0 NEW BUSINESS
9.1 First Warning of DBS Code: 3541.34 – Non-Public School Transportation

Policy DBS Code: 3541.34 – Non-Public School Transportation was added to the BOE 
meeting agenda, and was first warned. The Policy Committee is going to re-institute DBS 
Code: 3541.34 – Non-Public School Transportation, as it was past Board policy to provide 
transportation (at no cost to the Board) to accredited nonpublic elementary/non-secondary 
schools within a determined bus route if there is available room on the bus. Second 
warning/adoption will be included on the 9/24/12 BOE meeting agenda.

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to authorize and allow the 
Superintendent of Somers Public Schools to use his discretion in private school 
transportation requests on a case-by-case basis as of September 10, 2012, as presented. 
PASSED 6-0

10.0 OLD BUSINESS 
10.1 Amend the 2/27/12 BOE Minutes

Section 4.0 Executive Session of the 2/27/12 BOE minutes need to be amended to read as 
follows: It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (B.Devlin) for the Board to go into 
Executive Session at 7:13 p.m. for the purpose of Salary & Negotiations and pending claims 
and litigation involving civil case #HHB-CV-11-601-35725 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Attendees include: J.Formeister, R.Lees, M.Cicciarella, B.Devlin, B.Pellissier, 
A.Kirkpatrick, M.Maniscalco, and M. Suffredini. The Board came out of Executive Session 
at 7:34 p.m.

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (R.Lees) to amend the 2/27/12 BOE minutes 
to clarify the wording on Section 4.0 Executive Session to be read as follows and as 
presented: 
It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (B.Devlin) for the Board to go into Executive 
Session at 7:13 p.m. for the purpose of Salary & Negotiations and pending claims and 
litigation involving civil case #HHB-CV-11-601-35725 as presented. PASSED 7-0

Attendees include: J.Formeister, R.Lees, M.Cicciarella, B.Devlin, B.Pellissier, 
A.Kirkpatrick, M.Maniscalco, and M. Suffredini. The Board came out of Executive Session 
at 7:34 p.m. PASSED 6-0
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11.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
11.1 Summer School Update

Summer School notices were sent to all students whose cumulative grade was less than a 65 
as of April 2012, informing them that they may have to take summer school for credit 
recovery. Additional notices were resent in June to the twenty students who qualified for 
summer school, with seven choosing to attend. To qualify, averages ranged from 60-50, with 
a 50 cumulative grade being the minimum to attend. One student took two summer school 
classes, marking 8 classes taken in all. 

Students attended Enfield High School’s summer program (4 students attended and all 
passed), Rockville High School’s summer school program (2 students attended, one pass and 
one fail), and Windsor High School’s summer school program (1 student attended and 
passed).

11.2 Capital Projects Update
Director of Business Services, Mr. Bill Boutwell, presented the Capital Projects Request 
(CIP) Update report. Four projects were funded through CIP in 2011-2013: system wide 
tractor in lease year 4 for $6,008, system wide pickup truck in lease year 4 for $5,688, 
system wide technology totaling $27,171, an SHS Technology Education Innovation and 
Design for $22,148 dollars.

For 2012-2013, two CIP projects will be funded and are listed as follows: system wide 
tractor in lease year 5 for $6,008 and system wide pickup truck in lease year 5 for $5,688. 
The CIP Subcommittee is in the process of reviewing CIP requests. At this time, no 
additional requests have been submitted by the subcommittee to the Board of Finance for 
approval. The CIP Subcommittee and Board of Finance are evaluating projects on a one-by-
one basis.

11.3 Superintendent’s Report
 The Superintendent reported to the Board that Somers Public Schools has six non-

resident students that pay tuition to attend, and want to be educated here at Somers.
 Somers Educational Foundation is planning its wine-tasting fundraiser, as proceeds will 

go towards the SEF Grant program awarded to teachers. Board members M.Maniscalco, 
A.Kirkpatrick, and Dr. Suffredini are all selling tickets for thirty-five dollars apiece.

12.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.
12.1 Budget – Some budget revisions for the 2012-2013 school year will be included in the 

next BOE meeting agenda.

12.2 Curriculum – No Update

12.3 Policy – The Policy Committee met tonight, and will meet on September 24th at 6:00 p.m. 

12.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Update

12.5 Planning Committee – No Update

12.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

13.0 OTHER 
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14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (M.Maniscalco) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education 7:56 p.m. PASSED 5-0 (S.Bollinger was not in the BOE meeting room when 
the vote to adjourn was cast)

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.
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