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General Statement: 
Policy 624: Online Learning was initially put in place when online first started to be accessed by students from other 
districts.  The current policy is tightly aligned to the  MSBA model policy.  This policy follows the statute but was 
intended for use when our students were simply accessing an online course from a provider outside of the district.  It 
also followed statute and provided guidelines to schools who wanted to be providers.  The MSBA model specified 
the choices to be made by districts in accordance with statute.  The District language does not clarify what the local 
choices are, but rather simply includes those options.  That was not an issue for a long time.  However, now that the 
District is both a provider and significant user of its own online provision, there is a need for clarity and inclusion of 
language that helps guide the procedures for: 

1. being an online provider,  
2. resident students accessing online programming from POA and from other providers, and 
3. nonresident students accessing POA programming. 

 
The process used in preparation of this revised draft was extensive and included review of the following: 
➢ relevant statutes 
➢ MSBA model policy 
➢ other districts’ policies 
➢ current ISD 477 policy 
➢ current handbooks 
➢ current practice and identification of concerns 
➢ input from POA teaching staff, guidance counselors and administration 

 
The significant recommended clarifications / changes are: 

1. Clarification of “resident” vs “nonresident” online student, 
2. Clarification of “supplemental” and “full time” online student, 
3. Limit a resident supplemental student to 50% of courses per term.   
4. Provides guidance to establishing procedures and parameters for attendance, registration, & enrollment. 
5. Removes procedures from policy.  These procedures are being compiled into ​Policy 624: Online Learning 

Procedures and Guidance.   
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PRINCETON   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS  
POLICY   624   -   ONLINE   LEARNING   OPTIONS  

 
I. PURPOSE  

The  purpose  of  this  policy  is  to  recognize  and  govern  online  learning  options  of                            
students  enrolled  in  the  school  district  for  purposes  of  compulsory  attendance                      
and  address  enrollment  of  students  with  an  online  learning  provider  for                      
supplemental  or  full-time  online  learning. This  policy  applies  to  students                    
enrolling  with  an  external  online  learning  provider  or  through  the  Princeton                      
Online  Academy.  This  policy  includes  parameters  for  the  establishment  of                    
procedures   relevant   to   this   policy.  

II. GENERAL   STATEMENT   OF   POLICY   

A. The  school  district  shall  not  prohibit  an  enrolled  student  from  applying  to                        
enroll   in   online   learning.   

B. The  school  district  shall  grant  academic  credit  for  completing  the                    
requirements   of   an   online   learning   course   or   program.   

C. The  school  district  shall  allow  an  online  learning  student  to  have  the  same                          
access  to  the  computer  hardware  and  education  software  available  in  the                      
school  district  as  all  other  students  in  the  school  district.  The  District  shall                           
determine   procedures   and   parameters   for   this   access.  

D. The  school  district  shall  continue  to  provide  non-academic  services  to                    
online   learning   students.   

E. Online  learning  students  may  participate  in  the  extracurricular  activities  of                    
the  school  district  on  the  same  basis  as  other  enrolled  students. Online                         
learning  student  MSHSL  activities  eligibility  is  determined  on  the  same                    
basis  as  other  enrolled  students  and  will  follow  MSHSL  guidelines,                    
policies,  bylaws  and  ISD477  Policy  510:  Activities  Program  and  other                    
relevant   district   policies   and   Student   Handbook   procedures.  

F. The  superintendent  shall  be  responsible  for  the  development  of                  
procedures   that   ensure   appropriate   implementation   of   this   policy.    
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¶ 

III. DEFINITIONS  

A. “Enrolling  district”  means  the  school  district  or  charter  school  in  which  a                        
student  is  enrolled  under  Minn.  Stat.  §  122A.22,  Subd.  4,  for  purposes  of                          
compulsory   education.   

B. “Full-time  online  provider”  means  an  enrolling  school  authorized  by  the                    
Minnesota  Department  of  Education  (MDE)  to  deliver  comprehensive                
public  education  at  any  or  all  of  the  elementary,  middle,  or  high  school                          
levels.  

C. “Online  course  syllabus”  is  a  written  document  that  an  online  learning                      
provider  transmits  to  the  enrolling  school  district  using  a  format                    
prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  MDE  (Commissioner)  to  identify  the                    
state  academic  standards  embedded  in  an  online  course,  the  course                    
content  outline,  required  course  assessments,  expectations  for  actual                
teacher  contact  time,  and  other  student-to  teacher  communications,  and                  
the   academic   support   available   to   the   online   learning   student.   

D. “Online  learning”  is  an  interactive  course  or  program  that  delivers                    
instruction  from  a  teacher  to  a  student  by  computer,  is  combined  with                        
other  traditional  delivery  methods  that  include  frequent  student                
assessment  and  may  include  actual  teacher  contact  time,  and  meets  or                      
exceeds  state  academic  standards.  “Digital  learning”  is  a  learning                  
facilitated  by  technology  that  offers  students  an element  of  control  over                      
the  time,  place,  path,  or  pace  of  their  learning  and includes  blended  and                          
online   learning.  

E. “Blended  learning”  is  a  form  of  digital  learning  that  occurs  when  a  student                          
learns  part  time  in  a  supervised  physical  setting  and  part  time  through                        
digital  delivery  of  instruction,  or  a  student  learns  in  a  supervised  physical                        
setting  where  technology  is  used  as  a  primary  method  to  deliver                      
instruction.  

F. “Online  learning”  is  a  form  of  digital  learning  delivered  by  an  approved                        
online   learning   provider.  
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G. “Seat-based  learning”  is  a  traditional  form  of  learning  delivered  in  a                      
course  taught  by  a  teacher  in  a  general  school  building  classroom.  This                        
may   include   digital   or   blended   learning.  

H. “Supplemental  online  learning”  means  an  online  course  taken  in  place  of  a                        
seat-based  course  period  during  the  regular  school  day  at  a  local  district                        
school   in   conjunction   with   other   seat-based   learning   courses.  

I. “Student”  is  a  Minnesota  resident  enrolled  in  a  public  school,  a  nonpublic                        
school,  church  or  religious  organization,  or  home  school  in  which  a  child  is                          
provided   instruction   in   compliance   with   Minnesota   Statute.  

J. “Online  learning  student”  is  a  student  enrolled  in  an  online  learning  course                        
or   program   delivered   by   an   authorized   online   learning   provider.   

K. “Supplemental  Online  Student”  is  an  online  student  enrolled  in  less  than                      
or   up   to   50%   of   online   courses   per   term.  

L. “POA”   means   Princeton   Online   Academy.  

M. “Resident  Student”  means  a  student  who  resides  within  the  boundaries  of                      
ISD   477.  

N. “Nonresident  Student”  means  a  student  who  does  not  reside  within  the                      
boundaries   of   ISD   477.  

O. “District”   means   ISD   477.  

P. “MDE”   means   The   Minnesota   Department   of   Education.  

Q. “Enrolling  district”  means  the  district  that  is  providing  the  online  learning                      
course   and   content.  

R. “Online  learning  provider”  is  a  school  district,  an  intermediate  school                    
district,  or  an  organization  of  two  or  more  school  districts  operating  under                        
a  joint  powers  agreement,  or  a  charter  school  located  in  Minnesota  that                        
provides   online   learning   to   students.   

S. “Student”  is  a  Minnesota  resident  enrolled  in  a  public  school,  a  nonpublic                        
school,  church  or  religious  organization,  or  home  school  in  which  a  child  is                          
provided  instruction  in  compliance  with  Minn.  Stat.  §§  120A.22  and                    
120A.24.   

T.  
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IV. DISSEMINATION   AND   RECEIPT   OF   INFORMATION   

 

A. The District school  district  shall  make  available  information  about  online                    
learning  to  all  interested  people.  The  school  district  may  utilize  the  list  of                          
approved  online  learning  providers  and  online  learning  courses  and                  
programs   developed,   published,   and   maintained   by   MDE.  

B. The District school  district  will  receive  and  maintain  information  provided                  
to   it   by   online   learning   providers.   

C. The  online  learning  provider  must  report  or  make  available  information  on                      
an  individual  student’s  progress  and  accumulated  credit  to  the  student,                    
the  student’s  parent,  and  the resident enrolling  district  in  a  manner                    
specified  by  the  Commissioner  unless  the  enrolling  district  and  the  online                      
learning  provider  agree  to  a  different  form  of  notice  and  notify  the                        
Commissioner.  

D. The District enrolling  district  must  designate  a  contact  person  to  help                    
facilitate  and  monitor  the  student’s  academic  progress  and  accumulated                  
credits   toward   graduation.  

V. STUDENT   ENROLLMENT  

A. A  student  may  apply  for  full-time  enrollment  in  an  approved  online                      
learning  program.  The  student  must  have  the  written  consent  of  a  parent                        
or   guardian   to   do   so   if   the   student   is   under   eighteen   (18)   years   of   age.  

B. The  student  and  the  student’s  parents /guardians  must  submit  an                  
application  to  the  online  learning  provider  and  identify  the  student’s                    
reason  for  enrolling.  An  online  learning  provider  that  accepts  a  student                      
under  this  section  must  notify  the  student  and  the resident enrolling                    
district according  to  MDE  requirements  and  procedures in  writing  within                  
ten  days  if  the  enrolling  district  is  not  the  online  learning  provider.                        
Nonresident  students  enrolling  in  POA  will  complete  the  online  enrollment                    
process  found  on  the  Princeton  Public  Schools  website The  student  and                    
the  student’s  parent  must  notify  the  online  learning  provider  of  the                      
student’s  intent  to  enroll  in  online  learning  within  ten  days  of  being                        
accepted,  at  which  time  the  student  and  the  student’s  parent  must  sign  a                          
statement  indicating  that  they  have  reviewed  the  online  course  or                    
program  and  understand  the  expectations  of  enrolling  in  online  learning.                    
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The  online  learning  provider  must  use  a  form  provided  by  MDE  to  notify                          
the  enrolling  district  of  the  student’s  application  to  enroll  in  online                      
learning.   

Residents  of  ISD477  enrolling  in  POA  will  follow  procedures  found  in  the                        
Princeton   High   School   Handbook   and   Registration   Guide.  

Residents  of  ISD  477  enrolling  in  online  learning  from  an  external  provider                        
will   follow   enrollment   procedures   of   the   provider.  

The  supplemental  online  learning  notice  to  the  enrolling  district  when  a                      
student  applies  to  the  online  learning  provider  will  include  the  courses  or                        
program,  credits  to  be  awarded,  and  the  start  date  of  the  online  course  or                            
program.  An  online  learning  provider  must  make  available  the                  
supplemental  online  course  syllabus  to  the  enrolling  district.  Within  15                    
days  after  the  online  learning  provider  makes  information  in  this                    
paragraph  available  to  the  enrolling  district,  the  enrolling  district  must                    
notify  the  online  provider  whether  the  student,  the  student’s  parent,  and                      
the  enrolling  district  agree  or  disagree  that  the  course  meets  the  enrolling                        
district’s  graduation  requirements.  A  student  may  enroll  in  a  supplemental                    
online  learning  course  up  to  the  midpoint  of  the  school  district’s  term.  The                          
school  district  may  waive  this  requirement  for  special  circumstances  with                    
the   agreement   of   the   online   learning   provider.   

1. A  supplemental  online  learning  student  who  is  a  full  time  student                      
of  Princeton  High  School  may  not  add  additional  classes  after  the                      
first  five  (5)  days  of  the  trimester.  Students  may  drop  online                      
learning  courses  without  penalty  through  the  first  six  weeks  of                    
each  trimester.  After  this  time,  classes  dropped  with  earn  a  grade                      
of   “F”   and   will   affect   the   student’s   GPA.  ¶ 

2. An  online  learning  course  or  program  that  meets  or  exceeds  a                      
graduation  standard  or  the  grade  progression  requirement  of  the                  
enrolling  district  as  described  in  the  provider’s  online  course                  
syllabus  meets  the  corresponding  graduation  requirements            
applicable  to  the  student  in  the  enrolling  district.  If  the  enrolling                      
district  does  not  agree  that  the  course  or  program  meets  its                      
graduation  requirements,  then  the  enrolling  district  must  make                
available  an  explanation  of  its  decision  to  the  student,  the  student’s                      
parent,  and  the  online  provider;  and  the  online  provider  may  make                      
available  a  response  to  624-4  the  enrolling  district,  showing  how                    
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the  course  or  program  meets  the  graduation  requirements  of  the                    
enrolling   district.  

C. For  resident  students  enrolling  with  an  online  learning  provider  other  than                      
POA   and   for   nonresident   students   enrolling   in   POA:  

A resident online  learning  student  may  enroll  in  supplemental                  
online  learning  courses  equal  to  a  maximum  of  50  percent  of  the                        
student’s  full  schedule  of  courses  per  term in during   a  single  school                      
year . ,  and  the  student  may  exceed  the  supplemental  online  learning                    
registration  limit  if  the  enrolling  district  permits  for  supplemental                  
online  learning  enrollment  above  the  limit  or  if  the  enrolling  district                      
and   the   online   learning   provider   agree   to   the   instructional   services.   

To  enroll  in  more  than  50  percent  of  the  student’s  full  schedule  or                          
courses  per  term  in  online  learning,  the  student  must   qualify  to                      
exceed  the  supplemental  online  learning  registration  limit  or  apply                  
to   enroll  in  an  approved  full-time  online  learning  program                  
consistent  with this  policy. Paragraph  IV.B.2.  above.  Full-time  online                
learning  students  may  enroll  in  classes  at  a  local  school  under  a                        
contract  for  instructional  services  between  the  online  learning                
provider   and   the   school   district.   

A  nonresident  student  may  enroll  in  POA  as  a  full  time  online                        
learning  student  after  the  term  has  begun  up  to  the  mid-term  date                        
of  the  term.  The  student’s  schedule  may  be  adjusted  to  support                      
course   completion   within   the   remaining   academic   term.  

D. An  online  learning  student  may  complete  coursework  at  a  grade  level  that                        
is   different   from   the   student’s   current   grade   level.   

E. An  online  learning  student  may  enroll  in  additional  courses  with  the  online                        
learning  provider  under  a  separate  agreement  that  includes  terms  for                    
paying   any   tuition   or   course   fees.   

VI. CLASSROOM   MEMBERSHIP   AND   TEACHER   CONTACT   TIME  

A. The   enrolling   district will may  reduce  a  resident n  online  learning  student’s                    
regular  classroom  instructional  membership  in  proportion  to  the  student’s                  
membership   in   online   learning   courses.   
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B. The   school   district will may  reduce  the  course  schedule  of  a  resident n                      
online  learning  student  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  online  learning                      
courses  the  student  takes  from  an  online  learning  provider  other  than  the                        
school   district.   

C. A  teacher  with  a  Minnesota  license  must  assemble  and  deliver  instruction                      
to  enrolled  students  receiving  online  learning  from POA. an  enrolling                    
district.   The  delivery  of  instruction  occurs  when  the  student  interacts  with                      
the  computer  or  the  teacher  and  receives  ongoing  assistance  and                    
assessment  of  learning.  The  instruction  may  include  curriculum  developed                  
by   persons   other   than   a   teacher   holding   a   Minnesota   license.   

1. The  online  provider  must  give  the  Commissioner  written  assurance                  
that  all  courses  meet  state  academic  standards  and  the  online                    
learning  curriculum,  instruction,  and  assessment  expectations  for              
actual  teacher  contact  time  or  other  student-teacher              
communications  and  academic  support  meet  nationally  recognized              
standards  and  are  described  as  such  in  an  online  syllabus  that                      
meets   the   Commissioner’s   requirements.  

VII. ACADEMIC   CREDIT;   GRADUATION   STANDARDS   OR   REQUIREMENTS  

A. The   school   district  shall  apply  the  same  graduation  requirements  to  all                      
students,   including   online   learning   students.   

B. The  District  will  only  recognize  online  learning  credits  towards  graduation                    
from   online   learning   providers   approved   by   MDE.  

C. The  school  district  shall  use  the  same  criteria  for  accepting  online  learning                        
credits  or  courses  as  it  does  for  accepting  credits  or  courses  for                        
nonresident   transfer   students   under   Minnesota   law.   

1. The  school  district  may  challenge  the  validity  of  a  course  offered  by                        
an  online  learning  provider.  Such  a  challenge  will  be  filed  with                      
MDE.  

2. The  school  district  shall  count  secondary  credits  granted  to  an                    
online  learning  student  toward  its  graduation  and  credit                
requirements.  

3. If  a  student  completes  an  online  learning  course  or  program  that                      
meets  or  exceeds  a  graduation  standard  or  grade  progression                  
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requirement  at  the  school  district,  that  standard  or  requirement  will                    
be   met.   

 

Legal   References:   Minn.   Stat.   §   120A.22   (Compulsory   Instruction)   
Minn.   Stat.   §   120A.24   (Reporting)   
Minn.  Stat.  §  123B.42,  Subd.  1  (Curriculum;  Electronic                
Components)   
Minn.   Stat.   §   124D.03   (Enrollment   Options   Program)   
Minn.   Stat.   §   124D.09   (Post-Secondary   Enrollment   Options   Act)  
Minn.   Stat.   §   124D.095   (Online   Learning   Option   Act)   

 
Cross   References:   Princeton   Policy   509   (Enrollment   of   Nonresident   Students)   

Princeton   Policy   605   (Alternative   Programs)   
Princeton   Policy   613   (Graduation   Requirements)   
Princeton   Policy   620   (Credit   for   Learning)   
 

Adopted:   May   22,   2007   
Revised:   April   22,   2008   

Revised:   August   9,   2011   
Revised:   September   2,   2014  

Reviewed:   February   16,   2016  
Revised:   January   17,   2017  

Revised:   XX  
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 624-1 

Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 624 
Orig. 2003 

Revised:                                Rev. 2019 
 
 
624 ONLINE LEARNING OPTIONS 
 

 [Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect the statutory requirements of 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.095, the Online Learning Option Act.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and govern online learning options of students 
enrolled in the school district for purposes of compulsory attendance and address 
enrollment of students with an online learning provider for supplemental or full-time 
online learning. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. The school district shall not prohibit an enrolled student from applying to enroll in 
online learning. 

 
B. The school district shall grant academic credit for completing the requirements of 

an online learning course or program. 
 

C. The school district shall allow an online learning student to have the same access 
to the computer hardware and education software available in the school district 
as all other students in the school district.  An online learning provider must assist 
an online learning student whose family qualifies for education tax credit to 
acquire computer hardware and educational software for online learning purposes. 

 
D. The school district shall continue to provide non-academic services to online 

learning students. 
 

E. Online learning students may participate in the extracurricular activities of the 
school district on the same basis as other enrolled students. 

 
[Note: The school district may itself offer digital learning to its enrolled students.  Such 
digital learning does not generate online learning funds.  To the extent digital learning 
is offered by the school district only to its enrolled students, it is not subject to the 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) reporting or review requirements unless 
the school district is a full-time online learning provider.  See Minn. Stat. § 124D.095, 
Subd. 4(d) and (e). 
 
To the extent the school district provides to resident students curriculum that has both 
physical and electronic components, the school district must make the electronic 
component accessible to a resident student in a home school at the request of the 
home-schooled student or student’s parent or guardian, provided that the school 
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district does not incur more than an incidental cost as a result of providing access 
electronically.  See Minn. Stat. § 123B.42.] 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Blended learning” is a form of digital learning that occurs when a student learns 
part time in a supervised physical setting and part time through digital delivery of 
instruction, or a student learns in a supervised physical setting where technology 
is used as a primary method to deliver instruction. 

 
B. “Digital learning” is learning facilitated by technology that offers students an 

element of control over the time, place, path, or pace of their learning and 
includes blended and online learning. 

 
C. “Enrolling district” means the school district or charter school in which a student 

is enrolled under Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 4, for purposes of compulsory 
education. 

 
D. “Full-time online learning provider” means an enrolling school authorized by the 

Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) to deliver comprehensive public 
education at any or all of the elementary, middle, or high school levels. 

 
E. “Online learning course syllabus” is a written document that an online learning 

provider transmits to the enrolling school district using a format prescribed by the 
Commissioner of MDE (Commissioner) to identify the state academic standards 
embedded in an online learning course, the course content outline, required course 
assessments, expectations for actual teacher contact time, and other student-to-
teacher communications, and the academic support available to the online 
learning student. 

 
F. “Online learning” is a form of digital learning delivered by an approved online 

learning provider under Paragraph III.H. 
 

G. “Online learning student” is a student enrolled in an online learning course or 
program delivered by an authorized online learning provider. 

 
H. “Online learning provider” is a school district, an intermediate school district, or 

an organization of two or more school districts operating under a joint powers 
agreement, or a charter school located in Minnesota that provides online learning 
to students and is approved by MDE to provide online learning courses. 

 
I. “Student” is a Minnesota resident enrolled in a public school, a nonpublic school, 

church or religious organization, or home school in which a child is provided 
instruction in compliance with Minn. Stat. §§ 120A.22 and 120A.24. 

 
J. “Supplemental online learning” means an online learning course taken in place of 

a course period at a local district school. 
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IV. PROCEDURES 
 

A. Dissemination and Receipt of Information 
 

1. The school district shall make available information about online learning 
to all interested people.  The school district may utilize the list of approved 
online learning providers and online learning courses and programs 
developed, published, and maintained by MDE. 

 
2. The school district will receive and maintain information provided to it by 

online learning providers. 
 

3. The online learning provider must report or make available information on 
an individual student’s progress and accumulated credit to the student, the 
student’s parent, and the enrolling district in a manner specified by the 
Commissioner unless the enrolling district and the online learning 
provider agree to a different form of notice and notify the Commissioner. 

 
4. The enrolling district must designate a contact person to help facilitate and 

monitor the student’s academic progress and accumulated credits toward 
graduation. 

 
B. Student Enrollment 

 
1. A student may apply for full-time enrollment in an approved online 

learning program.  The student must have the written consent of a parent 
or guardian to do so if the student is under eighteen (18) years of age. 

 
2. The student and the student’s parents must submit an application to the 

online learning provider and identify the student’s reason for enrolling.  
An online learning provider that accepts a student under this section must 
notify the student and the enrolling district in writing within ten days if the 
enrolling district is not the online learning provider.  The student and the 
student’s parent must notify the online learning provider of the student’s 
intent to enroll in online learning within ten days of being accepted, at 
which time the student and the student’s parent must sign a statement 
indicating that they have reviewed the online course or program and 
understand the expectations of enrolling in online learning.  The online 
learning provider must use a form provided by MDE to notify the 
enrolling district of the student’s application to enroll in online learning. 

 
3. The supplemental online learning notice to the enrolling district when a 

student applies to the online learning provider will include the courses or 
program, credits to be awarded, and the start date of the online learning 
course or program.  An online learning provider must make available the 
supplemental online learning course syllabus to the enrolling district.  
Within 15 days after the online learning provider makes information in 
this paragraph available to the enrolling district, the enrolling district must 
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notify the online learning provider whether the student, the student’s 
parent, and the enrolling district agree or disagree that the course meets 
the enrolling district’s graduation requirements.  A student may enroll in a 
supplemental online learning course up to the midpoint of the school 
district’s term.  The school district may waive this requirement for special 
circumstances with the agreement of the online learning provider. 

 
4. An online learning course or program that meets or exceeds a graduation 

standard or the grade progression requirement of the enrolling district as 
described in the provider’s online learning course syllabus meets the 
corresponding graduation requirements applicable to the student in the 
enrolling district.  If the enrolling district does not agree that the course or 
program meets its graduation requirements, then the enrolling district must 
make available an explanation of its decision to the student, the student’s 
parent, and the online learning provider; and the online learning provider 
may make available a response to the enrolling district, showing how the 
course or program meets the graduation requirements of the enrolling 
district. 

 
5. An online learning student may enroll in supplemental online learning 

courses equal to a maximum of 50 percent of the student’s full schedule of 
courses per term during a single school year, and the student may exceed 
the supplemental online learning registration limit if the enrolling district 
permits for supplemental online learning enrollment above the limit or if 
the enrolling district and the online learning provider agree to the 
instructional services.  To enroll in more than 50 percent of the student’s 
full schedule or courses per term in online learning, the student must 
qualify to exceed the supplemental online learning registration limit or 
apply to enroll in an approved full-time online learning program consistent 
with Paragraph IV.B.2. above.  Full-time online learning students may 
enroll in classes at a local school under a contract for instructional services 
between the online learning provider and the school district. 

 
6. An online learning student may complete course work at a grade level that 

is different from the student’s current grade level. 
 

7. An online learning student may enroll in additional courses with the online 
learning provider under a separate agreement that includes terms for 
paying any tuition or course fees. 

 
C. Classroom Membership and Teacher Contact Time 

 
1. The enrolling district may reduce an online learning student’s regular 

classroom instructional membership in proportion to the student’s 
membership in online learning courses. 
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2. The school district may reduce the course schedule of an online learning 
student in proportion to the number of online learning courses the student 
takes from an online learning provider other than the school district. 

 
3. A teacher with a Minnesota license must assemble and deliver instruction 

to enrolled students receiving online learning from an enrolling district.  
The delivery of instruction occurs when the student interacts with the 
computer or the teacher and receives ongoing assistance and assessment of 
learning.  The instruction may include curriculum developed by persons 
other than a teacher holding a Minnesota license. 

 
4. The online learning provider, other than a digital learning provider 

offering digital learning to its enrolled students only under Minn. Stat. § 
124D.095, Subd. 4(d), must give the Commissioner written assurance that 
all courses meet state academic standards and the online learning 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment expectations for actual teacher 
contact time or other student-teacher communications and academic 
support meet nationally recognized standards and are described as such in 
an online learning course syllabus that meets the Commissioner’s 
requirements. 

 
D. Academic Credit; Graduation Standards or Requirements 

 
1. The school district shall apply the same graduation requirements to all 

students, including online learning students. 
 

2. The school district shall use the same criteria for accepting online learning 
credits or courses as it does for accepting credits or courses for 
nonresident transfer students under Minnesota law. 

 
3. The school district may challenge the validity of a course offered by an 

online learning provider.  Such a challenge will be filed with MDE. 
 

4. The school district shall count secondary credits granted to an online 
learning student toward its graduation and credit requirements. 

 
5. If a student completes an online learning course or program that meets or 

exceeds a graduation standard or grade progression requirement at the 
school district, that standard or requirement will be met. 

 
6. Weighted grades will also be applicable if the school district has adopted a 

policy to offer weighted grades. 
 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.42, Subd. 1a (Curriculum; Electronic Components) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 
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Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.095 (Online Learning Option Act) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 608 (Instructional Services – Special 
Education) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning) 
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PRINCETON   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS   
POLICY   511-STUDENT   FUNDRAISING  

  
I.   PURPOSE  ¶ 
¶  

The  purpose  of  this  policy  is  to  address  fundraising  for  the  district  including                          
student   fundraising.  ¶ 

¶  
II.   GENERAL   STATEMENT   OF   POLICY  ¶ 
¶  

The  school  board  recognizes  a  desire  and  a  need  for  fundraising  to  support                          
district  programs  or  student  activities.  The  school  board  also  recognizes  a  need                        
for  some  constraint  to  prevent  fundraising  activities  from  becoming  too                    
numerous   and   overly   demanding   on   employees,   students,   and   the   general   public.  ¶ 

¶ 
¶  

III.   DEFINITIONS  ¶ 
¶  

A.   School  fundraisers  are  approved  fundraisers  conducted  by  students,  staff,                  
or ¶  

parent   groups.    These   fundraisers   fall   under   the   provisions   of   Section   IV.  ¶ 
¶  

B.   Non-School   fundraisers   are   fundraisers   conducted   by   groups   outside   the  ¶ 
  jurisdiction   of   the   schools.  ¶ 

¶  
IV.   SCHOOL   FUNDRAISING  ¶ 
¶  

A.   All   school   fundraising   must   be   approved   in   advance   by   the   appropriate ¶  
administrator,  Superintendent  and  School  Board.  The  purpose  of  each                  
fundraiser  must  be  identified  and  approved  in  advance.  A  form  shall  be                        
available   in   each   district   building   for   this   approval.  ¶ 

¶  
B.   School  fundraising  shall  not  be  conducted  for  the  purpose  of  hiring                      
licensed   or ¶  

support   staff.  ¶ 
¶  

  C.   School   fundraising   shall   not   be   conducted   for   the   purpose   of   maintenance ¶  
projects.  ¶ 

¶  
D.   Individual  student  participation  is  optional.  Students  shall  not  be                  
pressured   to   sell ¶  

1  
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products  or  solicit  funds  and  will  not  be  required  to  meet  a  sales  quota  to                              

participate  in  an  activity  or  field  trip.  Staff  shall  not  use  their  positions  of                            

influence  to  pressure  students  to  participate  nor  shall  students  who  do                      

not   participate   in   any   way   be   penalized.  ¶ 
¶  

E.   Whenever  possible,  local  businesses  will  be  given  opportunities  to                  

provide  ¶ 
  fundraising   services   or   products.  ¶ 

¶  

  F.   The  school  district  expects  all  students  who  participate  in  approved                    

fundraising  ¶ 
activities  to  represent  the  school,  the  student  organization,  and  the                    

community  in  a  responsible  manner.  All  rules  pertaining  to  student                    

conduct   and   discipline   extend   to   student   fundraising   activities.  ¶ 
¶  

  G.   Door-to-door  sales  are  discouraged,  but  if  approved,  students  may  be                    

allowed   to  ¶ 
  sell   according   to   the   following   guidelines:  ¶ 

¶  

  1.     K-8:   Allowed   only   if   parent   or   guardian   is   with   student  ¶ 
  2.     9-12: Allowed   only   if   two   or   more   students   work   together  ¶ 
¶  

  H.   The  school  district  will  provide  alternative  ways  for  people  to  donate                      

money   to  ¶ 
 schools  without  purchasing  fundraiser  products  (see  #3  on  fundraising                    

approval   form).  ¶ 
¶  

  I.   Information  explaining  the  district’s  fundraising  policy  will  be  summarized                  

in ¶  

fundraising  materials  and  the  full  policy  will  be  available  on  the  school                        

district   website   or   from   the   school   offices.  ¶ 
¶ 

J. The   superintendent   or   designee   will   submit   to   the   school   board   a   monthly ¶  

summary  report  of  fundraising  activities,  the  amount  earned,  and  how  the                      

funds   were   utilized. ¶  

¶  

  J.   Beginning   in   2007-08   school   year,   fundraising   items   consumed   on   school ¶  

property   must   follow    Federal   and   State   Law. ¶  

¶  

V.   NON-SCHOOL   FUNDRAISING  ¶ 
¶  

2  
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  A.   Non-school   groups   who   conduct   fundraising   to   benefit   school   programs  ¶ 
independently  will  be  treated  in  accordance  with  policy  #706  (Acceptance                    
of   Gifts).  ¶ 

¶  
  B.   Any  employee  of  the  school  district  involved  in  fundraising  with  a                      
non-school  ¶ 

group  must  maintain  a  clear  separation  between  the  group  and  the  school                        
by:  ¶ 

¶  
· Communicating  to  students  and  parents  that  the  fundraiser  is  a                      
non-school  ¶ 
      effort;  ¶ 
· Clearly  stating  to  students  that  their  participation  is  optional  and  that                        

there   is  ¶ 
      no   penalty   for   not   participating;  ¶ 
· Meeting  the  provisions  of  the  “Distribution  of  Materials”  policies  505                      

and   904;  ¶ 
·          Ensuring   that   no   fundraising   costs   are   incurred   by   the   district.  ¶ 

¶  
  C.   Non-school  groups  may  conduct  fundraisers  to  support  school  activities                  
on   school  ¶ 

  property   if   they   meet   the   following   conditions:  ¶ 
¶  

·          It   is   made   clear   that   the   fundraiser   in   not   a   school-affiliated   event.    A  ¶ 
      disclaimer   stating   such   must   be   included   on   printed   materials.  ¶ 
·          Pre-approval   of   the   fundraising   activity   is   received   from   the   appropriate  ¶ 
      administrator   and   Superintendent.  ¶ 
·          The   purpose   of   the   fundraiser   has   been   approved   by   the   appropriate ¶  
      administrator   and   Superintendent   and   is   clearly   communicated   to   all ¶  
      participants.  ¶ 
·          No   cost   associated   with   the   fundraiser   is   incurred   by   the   district.  ¶ 
·          The   group   is   a   non-profit   organization.  ¶ 

¶  
Legal   References :   Minn.   Stat.§120A.20   (Age   Limitations;   Pupils)  ¶ 

Minn.   Stat.   §   123B.09,   Subd.   8   (Duties)  ¶ 
Minn.   Stat.   §   123B.36   (Authorized   Fees)  ¶ 

¶ 
Cross   References :   505  Distribution  of  Nonschool  Sponsored  Materials  on              
School     Premises  ¶ 

  by   Students   and   Employees  ¶ 
  506    Student   Discipline  ¶ 

3  
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533    Wellness  ¶ 
  706    Acceptance   of   Gifts  ¶ 

904    Distribution   of   Materials   on   School   District   Property   by   Nonschool  

Persons  

  

Adopted:    February   26,   2002  

Revised:    September   26,   2006  

Revised:    July   17,   2007  

Revised:    October   13,   2009  

Reviewed:   February   16,   2016  

Revised:   March   21,   2017  

  

  

  

 

FUNDRAISING   APPROVAL   FORM  ¶ 
¶  

Date   of   fundraiser:  ¶ 
¶  

Projected   profit:  ¶ 
¶  

Amount   earned:  ¶ 

Group   or   organization   proposing   the   fundraiser:  ¶ Item(s)   being   sold:  ¶ 

Company/organization   supplying   items   to   be   sold:  ¶ 

The   money   raised   will   be   used   for: ¶  

The   school   board   recognizes   a   desire   and   a   need   for   fundraising   to   support  

district   programs   or   student   activities.    The   school   board   also   recognizes   a   need  

for   some   constraint   to   prevent   fundraising   activities   from   becoming   too  

numerous   and   overly   demanding   on   employees,   students,   and   the   general  

public.  ¶ 
¶  

Pupils   may   engage   in   raising   funds,   under   the   control   of   the   school,   for   certain  

approved   activities   and   for   a   limited   number   of   charities,   subject   to   the  

following   conditions:  ¶ 

Place   a   checkmark   beside  

each   box   to   indicate  

whether   the   criteria   for  

fundraising   are   met.  ¶ 

¶   Yes  ¶ No  ¶ 

1.  ¶ Individual   student   participation   is   optional.    Students   will   not   be  

pressured   to   sell   products   or   solicit   funds   and   will   not   be   required   to  

meet   a   sales   quota   to   participate   in   an   activity   or   field   trip.  ¶ 

¶   ¶  

2.  ¶ The   charity   involved   has   been   selected   by   the   student   body   as   one   in  

which   they   wish   to   participate   (if   applicable).  ¶ 
¶   ¶  

4  
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3.  ¶ Addressed   envelopes   are   available   to   people   who   prefer   to   donate  

directly   rather   than   purchase   a   product.  ¶ 
¶   ¶  

4.  ¶ The   raising   of   funds   shall   not   be   done   during   normal   class   time.  

Students   will   be   informed   that   they   are   not   to   fundraise   during   class  

time.  ¶ 

¶   ¶  

5.  ¶ Information   is   going   home   with   the   students   to   the   parents   explaining  

the   district’s   fundraising   policy.  ¶ 
¶   ¶  

6.  ¶ I   have   discussed   this   fundraiser   with   the   administrator   and   have  

identified   the   purpose   of   the   fundraiser.  ¶ 
¶   ¶  

7.  ¶ The   students   participating   in   the   fundraiser   have   been   informed   that  

they   are   representing   the   school,   the   student   organization   and   the  

community   in   a   responsible   manner.    All   rules   pertaining   to   student  

conduct   and   discipline   extend   to   student   fundraising   activities.  ¶ 

¶   ¶  

8.  ¶ Door-to-door   sales   are   discouraged,   but   if   approved,   students   may   be  

allowed   to   sell   door-to-door   according   to   the   following   standards:  ¶ 
·           K-8:   Only   allowed   if   a   parent   or   guardian   is   with   the  

student  ¶ 
·           9-12:   Groups   of   two   or   more   students   working   together.  ¶ 

¶   ¶  

I   have   reviewed   Policy   #511   Fundraising   and   agree   to   its   provisions:  ¶ 
¶  

Date:                                                            Teacher/Sponsor   Signature:  ¶ 

As   administrator,   I   understand   that   approval   of   this   fundraiser   means   that   all   provisions   of   the   above   policy   have  

been   complied   with   to   my   satisfaction.   __________APPROVED            __________NOT   APPROVED  ¶ 
¶  

Date:                                Administrator   Signature:  ¶ 
¶  

¶  

Date:                                                              Superintendent   Signature:  ¶ 
¶  

¶  

Date:                                                              School   Board   Chair   Signature:  ¶ 

¶  

   

5  
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I. PURPOSE  

The   purpose   of   this   policy   is   to   address   student   fundraising   efforts.  
II. GENERAL   STATEMENT   OF   POLICY  

The   school   board   recognizes   a   desire   and   a   need   by   some   student   organizations   for  
fundraising.    The   school   board   also   recognizes   a   need   for   some   constraint   to   prevent  
fundraising   activities   from   becoming   too   numerous   and   overly   demanding   on  
employees,   students,   and   the   general   public.  

III. RESPONSIBILITY  

A. The   building   administrators   shall   be   responsible   for   developing  
recommendations   to   the   superintendent   that   will   result   in   a   level   of   activity  
deemed   acceptable   by   employees,   parents,   and   students.  

B. All   fundraising   activities   must   be   approved,   in   advance,   by   the   administration.  
Participation   in   nonapproved   activities   shall   be   considered   a   violation   of   school  
district   policy.  

C. The   superintendent   shall   be   responsible   for   providing   coordination   of   student  
fundraising   throughout   the   school   district   as   deemed   appropriate.  

D. The   school   district   expects   all   students   who   participate   in   approved   fundraising  
activities   to   represent   the   school,   the   student   organization,   and   the   community   in  
a   responsible   manner.    All   rules   pertaining   to   student   conduct   and   student  
discipline   extend   to   student   fundraising   activities.  

E. The   school   district   expects   all   employees   who   plan,   supervise,   coordinate,   or  
participate   in   student   fundraising   activities   to   act   in   the   best   interests   of   the  
students   and   to   represent   the   school,   the   student   organization,   and   the  
community   in   a   responsible   manner.  

IV. ANNUAL   REPORT  

The   superintendent   shall   report   to   the   school   board,   at   least   annually,   on   the   nature   and  
scope   of   student   fundraising   activities   approved   pursuant   to   this   policy.  

 
Legal   References: Minn.   Stat.   §   120A.20   (Age   Limitations;   Pupils)  

Minn.   Stat.   §   123B.09,   Subd.   8   (Duties)  
Minn.   Stat.   §   123B.36   (Authorized   Fees)  

 
Cross   References: Princeton   Public   Schools   Policy   506   (Student   Discipline)  

Princeton   Public   Schools   Policy   713   (Student   Activity   Accounting)  
Fundraising   Approval   Form  

 
 

6  
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Adopted:                 MSBA/MASA Model Policy 511 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                 Rev. 2003 
 
 
511 STUDENT FUNDRAISING 
 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to address student fundraising efforts. 
 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The school board recognizes a desire and a need by some student organizations for 
fundraising.  The school board also recognizes a need for some constraint to prevent 
fundraising activities from becoming too numerous and overly demanding on employees, 
students, and the general public. 

 
III. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

A. It shall be the responsibility of the The building administrators shall be 
responsible for to developing recommendations to the superintendent that will 
result in a level of activity deemed acceptable by employees, parents, and 
students.  Fundraising must be conducted in a manner that will not result in 
embarrassment on the part of individual students, employees, or the school. 

 
B. All fundraising activities must be approved, in advance, by the administration.  

Participation in nonapproved activities shall be considered a violation of school 
district policy. 

 
C. It shall be the responsibility of the The superintendent shall be responsible for to 

provideing coordination of student fundraising throughout the school district as 
deemed appropriate. 

 
D. The school district expects all students who participate in approved fundraising 

activities to represent the school, the student organization, and the community in a 
responsible manner.  All rules pertaining to student conduct and student discipline 
extend to student fundraising activities. 

 
E. The school district expects all employees who plan, supervise, coordinate, or 

participate in student fundraising activities to act in the best interests of the 
students and to represent the school, the student organization, and the community 
in a responsible manner. 

 
IV. ANNUAL REPORT 
 

The superintendent shall report to the school board, at least annually, on the nature and 
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scope of student fundraising activities approved pursuant to this policy. 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Age Limitations; Pupils) 
   Minn. Stat. § 123B.09, Subd. 8 (Duties) 
   Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (Authorized Fees) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
   MSBA/MASA Model Policy 713 (Student Activity Accounting) 
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Policy 511:  FUNDRAISING REQUEST & APPROVAL FORM  

 

NO FUNDRAISING ACTIVITY MAY BE CONDUCTED PRIOR TO ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL 
 

Policy 511 governs school fundraisers. The school board recognizes the desire and need for fundraising to support programs and                                     
activities as well as constraint to prevent fundraising activities from becoming too numerous and overly demanding on employees,                                   
students, and the general public. Pupils may engage in raising funds, under the control of the school, for certain approved                                       
activities and for a limited number of charities. Such activities are subject to all policies, procedures and administrative approval.                                     
Use this form to request permission from the building administrator to conduct a fundraising activity involving students.   
 

Group requesting the fundraiser: 
  

Supervising Advisor/Coach/Staff Person:: 
  

Purpose of the funds: 

How will funds be raised:  Projected profit:  Start date of fundraiser: 
End date of fundraiser: 

Company/organization supplying items to be sold: 

1.  Student participation is optional.  Students will not be pressured to sell products or solicit funds nor required to meet a sales 
quota to participate in an activity or field trip. 

2.  The charity involved has been selected by the student organization (if applicable) and is approved by administration.  
Charity Name and address (if applicable):_________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  The raising of funds will not be done during normal class time and students are aware of this requirement. 

4.  Information is provided to students and parents explaining the fundraising activity, procedures, deadlines and optionality. 

5.  Participating students are informed that they are to represent the school, the student organization and the community in a 
responsible manner.  Students are aware that rules of student conduct and discipline extend to fundraising activities.   

6.  Door-to-door sales are discouraged, but if approved, students may be allowed to sell door-to-door according to the following 
standards: 
·  K-8:      Only allowed if a parent or guardian is with the student 
·  9-12:    Groups of two or more students working together.  
Will students have the option of going door-to-door for sales?   � yes    � no 

I have reviewed these provisions and assure that they are and will be followed.  I understand that I am responsible to follow all 
district policies and procedures related to this fundraiser, including the management and depositing of funds.  
  
 
Supervising Advisor/Coach/Staff Signature:                                                                             Date: 

          � APPROVED          � NOT APPROVED   
  
 
  Administrator Signature:                                                                                                           Date:   
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
535 - SERVICE ANIMALS IN SCHOOL 

 
I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to establish parameters for the use of service                           
animals by students, employees, and visitors within school buildings and on                     
school grounds. 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Individuals with disabilities shall be permitted to bring their service animals into                       
school buildings or on school grounds in accordance with, and subject to, this                         
policy. 

III. DEFINITIONS 

A. Service Animal 

A “service animal” is a dog (regardless of breed or size) or miniature horse                           
that is individually trained to perform “work or tasks” for the benefit of an                           
individual with a disability, including an individual with a physical,                   
sensory, psychiatric, intellectual, or mental disability. Other species of                 
animals, whether wild or domestic, trained or untrained, are not service                     
animals. Service animals are working animals that perform valuable                 
functions; they are not pets. The work or tasks performed by the service                         
animal must be directly related to the individual’s disability. An animal                     
accompanying an individual for the sole purpose of providing emotional                   
support, therapy, comfort, or companionship is not a service animal. 

B. Handler 

A “handler” is an individual with a disability who uses a service animal. In                           
the case of an individual who is unable to care for and supervise the                           
service animal for reasons such as age or disability, “handler” means the                       
person who cares for and supervises the animal on that individual’s                     
behalf. School district personnel are not responsible for the care,                   
supervision, or handling responsibilities of a service animal. 

C. Work or Tasks 

1. 1. “Work or tasks” are those functions performed by a service                     
animal. 
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2. 2. Examples of “work or tasks” include, but are not limited to,                       
assisting individuals who are blind or have low vision with                   
navigation and other tasks, alerting individuals who are deaf or                   
hard of hearing to the presence of people or sounds, providing                     
non-violent protection or rescue work, pulling a wheelchair,               
assisting an individual during a seizure, alerting individuals to the                   
presence of allergens, retrieving items such as medicine or the                   
telephone, providing physical support and assistance with balance               
and stability to individuals with mobility disabilities, and helping                 
persons with psychiatric and neurological disabilities by preventing               
or interrupting impulsive or destructive behaviors. 

3. The crime deterrent effects of an animal’s presence and the                   
provision of emotional support, well-being, comfort, or             
companionship are not “work or tasks” for the purposes of this                     
policy. 

D. Trainer 

A “trainer” is a person who is training a service animal and is affiliated                           
with a recognized training program for service animals. 

IV. ACCESS TO PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES; PERMITTED INQUIRIES 

A. In general, handlers (i.e., individuals with disabilities or trainers) are                   
permitted to be accompanied by their service animals in all areas of school                         
district properties where members of the public, students, and employees                   
are allowed to go. A handler has the right to be accompanied by a service                             
animal whenever and to the same extent that the handler has the right: (a)                           
to be present on school district property or in school district facilities; (b)                         
to attend or participate in a school- sponsored event, activity, or program;                       
or (c) to be transported in a vehicle that is operated by or on behalf of the                                 
school district. 

B. When an individual with a disability brings a service animal to a school                         
district property, school district employees shall not ask about the nature                     
or extent of a person’s disability, but may make the following two                       
inquiries to determine whether the animal qualifies as a service animal: 

1. Is the service animal required because of a disability; and 

2. What work or tasks is the service animal trained to perform. 
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C. School district employees shall not make these inquiries of an individual                     
with a disability bringing a service animal to school district property when                       
it is readily apparent that an animal is trained to do work or perform tasks                             
for an individual with a disability. However, school district employees may                     
inquire whether the individual with a disability has completed and                   
submitted the request form described in Part VI., below. 

D. An individual with a disability may not be required to provide                     
documentation such as proof that the animal has been certified, trained,                     
or licensed as a service animal. 

V. REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SERVICE ANIMALS 

A. The service animal must be required for the individual with a disability. 

B. The service animal must be individually trained to do work or tasks for the                           
benefit of the individual with a disability. 

C. A service animal must have a harness, leash, or other tether, unless either                         
the handler is unable, because of a disability, to use a harness, leash, or                           
other tether, or the use of a harness, leash, or other tether would interfere                           
with the service animal’s safe, effective performance of work or tasks, in                       
which case, the service animal must be otherwise under the handler’s                     
control (e.g., voice control, signals, or other effective means). 

D. The service animal must be housebroken. 

E. The service animal must be under the control of its handler at all times.                           
The handler is responsible for the care and supervision of a service                       
animal, including walking the service animal, feeding the service animal,                   
grooming the service animal, providing veterinary care to the service                   
animal, and responding to the service animal’s need to relieve itself,                     
including the proper disposal of the service animal’s waste. 

F. The school district is not responsible for providing a staff member to walk                         
the service animal or to provide any other care or assistance to the animal. 

G. In the case of a student who is unable to care for and/or supervise his or                               
her service animal, the student’s parent/guardian is responsible for                 
arranging for such care and supervision. In the case of an employee or                         
other individual who is unable to care for and/or supervise his or her                         
service animal, the employee or other individual’s authorized               
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representative is responsible for arranging for a service animal’s care and                     
supervision. 

H. The service animal must be properly licensed and vaccinated in                   
accordance with applicable state laws and local ordinances. 

VI. REQUESTING THE USE OF A SERVICE ANIMAL AT SCHOOL 

A. Students with a disability seeking to be accompanied by a service animal                       
are requested to submit the Approval Request Form to the building                     
principal of the school the student attends. The principal will notify the                       
superintendent or the administrator designated with responsibility to               
address such requests. School district employees seeking to be                 
accompanied by a service animal are requested to submit the Approval                     
Request Form to the superintendent or the administrator designated with                   
responsibility to address such requests. 

B. B. Students or employees seeking to bring a service animal onto district                       
premises are requested to identify whether the need for the service                     
animal is required because of a disability and to describe the work or                         
tasks that the service animal is trained to perform. 

C. C. The owner of the service animal shall provide written evidence that the                         
service animal has received all vaccinations required by state law or local                       
ordinance. 

VII. REMOVAL OR EXCLUSION OF A SERVICE ANIMAL 

A. A school official may require a handler to remove a service animal from                         
school district property, a school building, or a school-sponsored program                   
or activity, if: 

1. Any of the requirements described in Part V., above, are not met. 

2. The service animal is out of control and/or the handler does not                       
effectively control the animal’s behavior; 

3. The presence of the service animal would fundamentally alter the                   
nature of a service, program or activity; or 

4. The service animal behaves in a way that poses a direct threat to                         
the health or safety of others, has a history of such behavior, or                         
otherwise poses a significant health or safety risk to others that                     
cannot be eliminated by reasonable accommodations. 

29



  

B. If the service animal is properly excluded, the school district shall give the                         
individual with a disability the opportunity to participate in the service,                     
program, or activity without the service animal, unless such individual has                     
violated a law or school rule or regulation that would warrant the removal                         
of the individual. 

VIII. ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS FOR MINIATURE HORSES 

In assessing whether a miniature horse may be permitted in a school building or                           
on school grounds as a service animal, the following factors shall be considered: 

1. The type, size, and weight of the miniature horse and whether the                       
facility can accommodate these features; 

2. Whether the handler has sufficient control of the miniature horse; 

3. Whether the miniature horse is housebroken; and 

4. Whether the miniature horse’s presence in a specific building or on                     
school grounds compromises legitimate health and safety             
requirements. 

IX. ALLERGIES; FEAR OF ANIMALS 

If a student or employee notifies the school district that he or she is allergic to a                                 
service animal, the school district will balance the rights of the individuals                       
involved. In general, allergies that are not life threatening are not a valid reason                           
for prohibiting the presence of a service animal. Fear of animals is generally not a                             
valid reason for prohibiting the presence of a service animal. 

X. NON-SERVICE ANIMALS FOR STUDENTS WITH INDIVIDUALIZED           
EDUCATION PROGRAMS (IEPS) OR SECTION 504 PLANS 

If a special education student or a student with a Section 504 plan seeks to bring                               
an animal onto school property that is not a service animal, the request shall be                             
referred to the student’s IEP team or Section 504 team, as appropriate, to                         
determine whether the animal is necessary for the student to receive a free                         
appropriate public education (FAPE) or, in the case of a Section 504 student, to                           
reasonably accommodate the student’s access to the school district’s programs                   
and activities. 

XI. NON-SERVICE ANIMAL AS AN ACCOMMODATION FOR EMPLOYEES 

If an employee seeks to bring an animal onto school property that is not a service                               
animal, the request shall be referred to the superintendent or the administrator                       
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designated to handle such requests. A school district employee who is a                       
qualified individual with a disability will be allowed to bring such animal onto                         
school property when it is determined that such use is required to enable the                           
employee to perform the essential functions of his or her position or to enjoy the                             
benefits of employment in a manner comparable to those similarly situated                     
non-disabled employees. 

XII. LIABILITY 

A. The owner of the service animal is responsible for any harm or injury to an                             
individual and for any property damage caused by the service animal                     
while on school district property. 

B. An individual who, directly or indirectly through statements or conduct,                   
intentionally misrepresents an animal in that person’s possession as a                   
service animal may be subject to criminal liability. 

 
Legal References:  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

28 C.F.R. § 35.104, 28 C.F.R. § 35.130(b)(7), and 28 C.F.R. §                       
35.136 (ADA Regulations) 
20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education                   
Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 256C.02 (Public Accommodations for Persons with                 
Disabilities) 
Minn. Stat. § 363A.19 (Discrimination Against Blind, Deaf, or Other                   
Persons with Physical or Sensory Disabilities Prohibited) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.226 (Harm Caused by Dog) 
Minn. Stat. § 609.833 (Misrepresentation of Service Animal) 

Cross References:  Princeton Public Schools Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination             
Policy) 
Princeton Public Schools Policy 521 (Student Disability             
Nondiscrimination) 
 
 

Adopted: XX 
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535 SERVICE ANIMALS IN SCHOOLS 
 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish parameters for the use of service animals by 
students, employees, and visitors within school buildings and on school grounds. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

Individuals with disabilities shall be permitted to bring their service animals into school 
buildings or on school grounds in accordance with, and subject to, this policy. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Service Animal 
 

A “service animal” is a dog (regardless of breed or size) or miniature horse that is 
individually trained to perform “work or tasks” for the benefit of an individual 
with a disability, including an individual with a physical, sensory, psychiatric, 
intellectual, or mental disability. Other species of animals, whether wild or 
domestic, trained or untrained, are not service animals. Service animals are 
working animals that perform valuable functions; they are not pets. The work or 
tasks performed by the service animal must be directly related to the individual’s 
disability. An animal accompanying an individual for the sole purpose of 
providing emotional support, therapy, comfort, or companionship is not a service 
animal. 

 
B. Handler 

 
A “handler” is an individual with a disability who uses a service animal. In the 
case of an individual who is unable to care for and supervise the service animal 
for reasons such as age or disability, “handler” means the person who cares for 
and supervises the animal on that individual’s behalf. School district personnel are 
not responsible for the care, supervision, or handling responsibilities of a service 
animal. 

 
C. Work or Tasks 

 
1. “Work or tasks” are those functions performed by a service animal. 

 
2. Examples of “work or tasks” include, but are not limited to, assisting 

individuals who are blind or have low vision with navigation and other 
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tasks, alerting individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing to the presence 
of people or sounds, providing non-violent protection or rescue work, 
pulling a wheelchair, assisting an individual during a seizure, alerting 
individuals to the presence of allergens, retrieving items such as medicine 
or the telephone, providing physical support and assistance with balance 
and stability to individuals with mobility disabilities, and helping persons 
with psychiatric and neurological disabilities by preventing or interrupting 
impulsive or destructive behaviors. 

 
3. The crime deterrent effects of an animal’s presence and the provision of 

emotional support, well-being, comfort, or companionship are not “work 
or tasks” for the purposes of this policy. 

 
D. Trainer 

 
A “trainer” is a person who is training a service animal and is affiliated with a 
recognized training program for service animals.  

 
IV. ACCESS TO PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES; PERMITTED INQUIRIES 
 

A. In general, handlers (i.e., individuals with disabilities or trainers) are permitted to 
be accompanied by their service animals in all areas of school district properties 
where members of the public, students, and employees are allowed to go. A 
handler has the right to be accompanied by a service animal whenever and to the 
same extent that the handler has the right: (a) to be present on school district 
property or in school district facilities; (b) to attend or participate in a school- 
sponsored event, activity, or program; or (c) to be transported in a vehicle that is 
operated by or on behalf of the school district. 

 
B. When an individual with a disability brings a service animal to a school district 

property, school district employees shall not ask about the nature or extent of a 
person’s disability, but may make the following two inquiries to determine 
whether the animal qualifies as a service animal: 

 
1. Is the service animal required because of a disability; and 

 
2. What work or tasks is the service animal trained to perform. 

 
C. School district employees shall not make these inquiries of an individual with a 

disability bringing a service animal to school district property when it is readily 
apparent that an animal is trained to do work or perform tasks for an individual 
with a disability. However, school district employees may inquire whether the 
individual with a disability has completed and submitted the request form 
described in Part VI., below. 

 
D. An individual with a disability may not be required to provide documentation 

such as proof that the animal has been certified, trained, or licensed as a service 
animal. 
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V. REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SERVICE ANIMALS 
 

A. The service animal must be required for the individual with a disability. 
 

B. The service animal must be individually trained to do work or tasks for the benefit 
of the individual with a disability. 

 
C. A service animal must have a harness, leash, or other tether, unless either the 

handler is unable, because of a disability, to use a harness, leash, or other tether, 
or the use of a harness, leash, or other tether would interfere with the service 
animal’s safe, effective performance of work or tasks, in which case, the service 
animal must be otherwise under the handler’s control (e.g., voice control, signals, 
or other effective means). 

 
D. The service animal must be housebroken. 

 
E. The service animal must be under the control of its handler at all times. The 

handler is responsible for the care and supervision of a service animal, including 
walking the service animal, feeding the service animal, grooming the service 
animal, providing veterinary care to the service animal, and responding to the 
service animal’s need to relieve itself, including the proper disposal of the service 
animal’s waste. 

 
F. The school district is not responsible for providing a staff member to walk the 

service animal or to provide any other care or assistance to the animal. 
 

G. In the case of a student who is unable to care for and/or supervise his or her 
service animal, the student’s parent/guardian is responsible for arranging for such 
care and supervision. In the case of an employee or other individual who is unable 
to care for and/or supervise his or her service animal, the employee or other 
individual’s authorized representative is responsible for arranging for a service 
animal’s care and supervision. 

 
H. The service animal must be properly licensed and vaccinated in accordance with 

applicable state laws and local ordinances. 
 
VI. REQUESTING THE USE OF A SERVICE ANIMAL AT SCHOOL 
 

A. Students with a disability seeking to be accompanied by a service animal are 
requested to submit the Approval Request Form to the building principal of the 
school the student attends. The principal will notify the superintendent or the 
administrator designated with responsibility to address such requests. School 
district employees seeking to be accompanied by a service animal are requested to 
submit the Approval Request Form to the superintendent or the administrator 
designated with responsibility to address such requests. 

 
B. Students or employees seeking to bring a service animal onto district premises are 

requested to identify whether the need for the service animal is required because 
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of a disability and to describe the work or tasks that the service animal is trained 
to perform. 

 
C. The owner of the service animal shall provide written evidence that the service 

animal has received all vaccinations required by state law or local ordinance. 
 
VII. REMOVAL OR EXCLUSION OF A SERVICE ANIMAL 
 

A. A school official may require a handler to remove a service animal from school 
district property, a school building, or a school-sponsored program or activity, if: 

 
1. Any of the requirements described in Part V., above, are not met. 

 
2. The service animal is out of control and/or the handler does not effectively 

control the animal’s behavior; 
 

3. The presence of the service animal would fundamentally alter the nature 
of a service, program or activity; or 

 
4. The service animal behaves in a way that poses a direct threat to the health 

or safety of others, has a history of such behavior, or otherwise poses a 
significant health or safety risk to others that cannot be eliminated by 
reasonable accommodations. 

 
B. If the service animal is properly excluded, the school district shall give the 

individual with a disability the opportunity to participate in the service, program, 
or activity without the service animal, unless such individual has violated a law or 
school rule or regulation that would warrant the removal of the individual. 

 
VIII. ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS FOR MINIATURE HORSES 
 

In assessing whether a miniature horse may be permitted in a school building or on 
school grounds as a service animal, the following factors shall be considered: 

 
A. The type, size, and weight of the miniature horse and whether the facility can 

accommodate these features; 
 
B. Whether the handler has sufficient control of the miniature horse; 

 
C. Whether the miniature horse is housebroken; and 

 
D. Whether the miniature horse’s presence in a specific building or on school 

grounds compromises legitimate health and safety requirements. 
 
IX. ALLERGIES; FEAR OF ANIMALS 
 
 If a student or employee notifies the school district that he or she is allergic to a service 

animal, the school district will balance the rights of the individuals involved. In general, 
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allergies that are not life threatening are not a valid reason for prohibiting the presence of 
a service animal. Fear of animals is generally not a valid reason for prohibiting the 
presence of a service animal. 

 
X. NON-SERVICE ANIMALS FOR STUDENTS WITH INDIVIDUALIZED 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS (IEPS) OR SECTION 504 PLANS 
 

If a special education student or a student with a Section 504 plan seeks to bring an 
animal onto school property that is not a service animal, the request shall be referred to 
the student’s IEP team or Section 504 team, as appropriate, to determine whether the 
animal is necessary for the student to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE) 
or, in the case of a Section 504 student, to reasonably accommodate the student’s access 
to the school district’s programs and activities. 

 
XI. NON-SERVICE ANIMAL AS AN ACCOMMODATION FOR EMPLOYEES 
 

If an employee seeks to bring an animal onto school property that is not a service animal, 
the request shall be referred to the superintendent or the administrator designated to 
handle such requests. A school district employee who is a qualified individual with a 
disability will be allowed to bring such animal onto school property when it is determined 
that such use is required to enable the employee to perform the essential functions of his 
or her position or to enjoy the benefits of employment in a manner comparable to those 
similarly situated non-disabled employees. 

 
XII. LIABILITY 
 

A. The owner of the service animal is responsible for any harm or injury to an 
individual and for any property damage caused by the service animal while on 
school district property. 

 
B. An individual who, directly or indirectly through statements or conduct, 

intentionally misrepresents an animal in that person’s possession as a service 
animal may be subject to criminal liability. 

 
 
Legal References: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
   28 C.F.R. § 35.104, 28 C.F.R. § 35.130(b)(7), and 28 C.F.R. § 35.136 

(ADA Regulations) 
   20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) 
   Minn. Stat. § 256C.02 (Public Accommodations for Persons with 

Disabilities) 
   Minn. Stat. § 363A.19 (Discrimination Against Blind, Deaf, or Other 

Persons with Physical or Sensory Disabilities Prohibited) 
   Minn. Stat. § 609.226 (Harm Caused by Dog) 
   Minn. Stat. § 609.833 (Misrepresentation of Service Animal) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination Policy) 
   MSBA/MASA Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination) 
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Policy 535 - Service Animals in School 

Approval Request for Use of Service Animal 
 

Students: Please turn in your request to school principal. 
Employees: Please turn in your request to the Director of Human Resources 

 
Student / Employee Name: _________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

Parent or authorized representative name(s): ___________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________ 

Building: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Type of Service Animal: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Service Animal: _______________________ Name of Handler: _____________________________ 

Is the service animal required because of a disability: ____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What work or task is the service animal trained to perform: ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Checklist for Completion of Form 
Attached is documentation that the service animal is: 

____ Properly licensed 
____ Properly and currently vaccinated 

 
I have read and understand the School District’s policy regarding service animals and will abide by the                                 
terms of the policy. 
 
I understand that if my service animal: is out of control and/or the animal’s handler does not effectively                                   
control the animal’s behavior; is not housebroken or the animal’s presence or behavior fundamentally                           
interferes with the functions of the School District; or behaves in a way that poses a direct threat to the                                       
health or safety of others, has a history of such behavior, or otherwise poses a direct threat to the                                     
health and safety of others that cannot be eliminated by reasonable modifications, the School District                             
has the discretion to exclude or remove my service animal from its property. 
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I agree to be responsible for any and all damage to School District property, personal property, and any                                   
injuries to individuals caused by my service animal. I agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the                                 
School District, its school board members, administrators, employees, and agents, from and against                         
any and all claims, actions, suits, judgments, and demands brought by any party arising on account of,                                 
or in connection with, any activity of or damage caused by my service animal.  
 
Administrator Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Employee Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 
Note: This Registration/Agreement is valid until the end of the current school year. It must be renewed                                 
prior to the start of each subsequent school year or whenever a different service animal will be used. 
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

POLICY 609 - RELIGION 

  

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to identify the status of religion as it pertains to the 
programs of the school district.  

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

A. The school district shall neither promote nor disparage any religious belief 
or nonbelief.  Instead, the school district encourages all students and 
employees to have appreciation for and tolerance of each other’s views. 

B. The school district also recognizes that religion has had and is having a 
significant role in the social, cultural, political, and historical development 
of civilization. 

C. The school district recognizes that one of its educational objectives is to 
increase its students’ knowledge and appreciation of music, art, drama, 
and literature which may have had a religious basis or origin as well as a 
secular importance. 

D. The school district supports the inclusion of religious music, art, drama, 
and literature in the curriculum and in school activities provided it is 
intrinsic to the learning experience and is presented in an objective 
manner without sectarian indoctrination. 

E. The historical and contemporary values and the origin of various religions, 
holidays, customs and beliefs may be explained in an unbiased and 
nonsectarian manner.  

III. RESPONSIBILITY 

A. It shall be the responsibility of the superintendent to ensure that the study 
of religious materials, customs, beliefs and holidays in the school district is 
in keeping with the following guidelines: 

1. The proposed activity must have a secular purpose. 
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2. The primary objective of the activity must be one that neither 
advances nor inhibits religion. 

3. The activity must not foster excessive governmental relationships 
with religion. 

4. Notwithstanding the foregoing guidelines, reasonable efforts will 
be made to accommodate any student who wishes to be excused 
from attendance at school for the purpose of religious instruction or 
observance of religious holidays. 

B. The superintendent is granted authority to develop and present for school 
board review and approval directives and guidelines for the purpose of 
providing further guidance relative to the teaching of materials related to 
religion.  Approved directives and guidelines shall be attached as an 
addendum to this policy. 

   

Legal References:  U. S. Const., amend. I 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 12(3) (Compulsory Instruction) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence From School for Religious                 
Observance) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.10 (Moment of Silence) 
Good News Club v. Milford Central School​, 533 U.S. 98, 121 S.Ct.                       
2093, 150 L.Ed.2d 151 (2001) 
Santa Fe Indep. Sch. Dist. v. Doe​, 530 U.S. 290, 120 S.Ct. 2266                         
(2000) 
Tangipahoa Parish Bd. of Educ. v. Freiler​, 530 U.S. 1251, 120 S.Ct.                       
2706 (2000) 
Lemon v. Kurtzman​, 403 U.S.602, 91 S.Ct. 2105, 29 L.Ed.2d 745                     
(1971) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Minneapolis Special Sch. Dist. No 1​,                   
690 F.3d 996 (8th Cir. 2012) 
Wigg v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist.​, 382 F.3d 807 (8​th​ Cir. 2004) 
Doe v. School Dist. of City of Norfolk​, 340 F.3d 605 (8​th​ Cir. 2003) 
Stark v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 640​, 123 F.3d 1068 (8​th Cir.                       
1997) 
Florey v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist. 49-5​, 619 F.2d 1311 (8​th​ Cir. 1980) 
Roark v. South Iron R-1 Sch. Dist.,​ 573 F.3d 556 (8th Cir. 2009) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Elk River Area Sch. Dist. No ​728,                     
559 F. Supp.2d 1136 (D. Minn. 2009) 
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LeVake v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 656​, 625 N.W.2d 502 (Minn.                     
App.  2001) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-J (Feb. 14, 1968) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-K (Oct. 21, 1949) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 63 (1940) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 120 (1924) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 121 (1924) 

  

Cross References: Princeton Public Schools Policy 801 (Equal Access to Facilities of                   
Secondary Schools) 

  

Adopted:  February 14, 2006 
Revised: October 20, 2015 

Reviewed: January 17, 2017 
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 609-1 

Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 609 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:                                Rev. 2000 
 
 
609 RELIGION 
 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to identify the status of religion as it pertains to the 
programs of the school district. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. The school district shall neither promote nor disparage any religious belief or 
nonbelief.  Instead, the school district encourages all students and employees to 
have appreciation for and tolerance of each other’s views. 

 
B. The school district also recognizes that religion has had and is having a significant 

role in the social, cultural, political, and historical development of civilization. 
 

C. The school district recognizes that one of its educational objectives is to increase 
its students’ knowledge and appreciation of music, art, drama, and literature 
which may have had a religious basis or origin as well as a secular importance. 

 
D. The school district supports the inclusion of religious music, art, drama, and 

literature in the curriculum and in school activities provided it is intrinsic to the 
learning experience and is presented in an objective manner without sectarian 
indoctrination. 

 
E. The historical and contemporary values and the origin of various religions, 

holidays, customs, and beliefs may be explained in an unbiased and nonsectarian 
manner. 

 
III. RESPONSIBILITY 
 

A. The superintendent shall be responsible for ensuring that the study of religious 
materials, customs, beliefs, and holidays in the school district is in keeping with 
the following guidelines: 

 
1. The proposed activity must have a secular purpose. 

 
2. The primary objective of the activity must be one that neither advances 

nor inhibits religion. 
 

3. The activity must not foster excessive governmental relationships with 
religion. 
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4. Notwithstanding the foregoing guidelines, reasonable efforts will be made 

to accommodate any student who wishes to be excused from attendance at 
school for the purpose of religious instruction or observance of religious 
holidays. 

 
B. The superintendent is granted authority to develop and present for school board 

review and approval directives and guidelines for the purpose of providing further 
guidance relative to the teaching of materials related to religion.  Approved 
directives and guidelines shall be attached as an addendum to this policy. 

 
 
Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 12(3) (Compulsory Instruction) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence From School for Religious Observance) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.10 (Moment of Silence) 
Good News Club v. Milford Central School, 533 U.S. 98, 121 S.Ct. 2093, 
150 L.Ed.2d 151 (2001) 
Santa Fe Indep. Sch. Dist. v. Doe, 530 U.S. 290, 120 S.Ct. 2266 (2000) 
Tangipahoa Parish Bd. of Educ. v. Freiler, 530 U.S. 1251, 120 S.Ct. 2706 
(2000) 
Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S.602, 91 S.Ct. 2105, 29 L.Ed.2d 745 (1971) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Minneapolis Special Sch. Dist. No. 1, 690 
F.3d 996 (8th Cir. 2012) 
Wigg v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist., 382 F.3d 807 (8th Cir. 2004) 
Doe v. School Dist. of City of Norfolk, 340 F.3d 605 (8th Cir. 2003) 
Stark v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 640, 123 F.3d 1068 (8th Cir. 1997) 
Florey v. Sioux Falls Sch. Dist. 49-5, 619 F.2d 1311 (8th Cir. 1980) 
Roark v. South Iron R-1 Sch. Dist., 573 F.3d 556 (8th Cir. 2009) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Minneapolis Special Sch. Dist. No. 1, ___ 
F.Supp.2d ____ (D. Minn. 2011) 
Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Elk River Area Sch. Dist. No. 728, 599 
F.Supp.2d 1136 (D. Minn. 2009) 
LeVake v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 656, 625 N.W.2d 502 (Minn. App. 
2001) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-J (Feb. 14, 1968) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-K (Oct. 21, 1949) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 63 (1940) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 120 (1924) 
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 121 (1924) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 801 (Equal Access to School Facilities) 
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
POLICY 611 - HOME SCHOOLING 

  
I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and provide guidelines in accordance                         
with state law for parents who wish to have their children receive education in a                             
home school that is an alternative to an accredited public or private school. 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

The Compulsory Attendance Law (Minn. Stat. § 120A.22) provides that the                     
parent or guardian of a child is primarily responsible for assuring that the child                           
acquires knowledge and skills that are essential for effective citizenship. (Minn.                     
Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 1).  

III. CONDITIONS FOR HOMESCHOOLING 

The person in charge of a home school and the school district must provide                           
instruction and meet the requirements specified in Minn. Stat. § 120A.22. 

IV. IMMUNIZATION 

The parent or guardian of a home-schooled child shall submit statements as                       
required by Minn. Stat. § 121A.15, Subds. 1, 2, 3 4, and 4, 12, on the appropriate                                 
Minnesota Department of Education form, to the superintendent of the school                     
district in which the child resides by October 1 of the first year of                           
homeschooling in Minnesota and the grade 7 year. (Minn. Stat. § 121A.15,                       
Subd. 8).  

V. TEXTBOOKS, INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL, STANDARD TESTS 

Upon formal request as required by law, the school district will provide                       
textbooks, individualized instructional materials and standardized tests and loan                 
or provide them for use by a home-schooled child as provided in Minn. Stat. §                             
123B.42 and Minn. Rules Ch. 3540. The school district is not required to expend                           
any amount for this purpose that exceeds the amount it receives pursuant to                         
Minn. Stat. §§ 123B.40-123B.48 for this purpose. If curriculum has both                     
physical and electronic components, the school district will, at the request of the                         
student or the student’s parent or guardian, make the electronic component                     
accessible to a resident student provided that the school district does not incur                         
more than an incidental cost as a result of providing access electronically. 
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VI. PUPIL SUPPORT SERVICES 

Upon formal request as required by law, the school district will provide pupil                         
support services in the form of health services and counseling and guidance                       
services to a home-schooled child as provided by Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 and                         
Minn. Rules Ch. 3540. The school district is not required to expend an amount                           
for any of these purposes that exceeds the amount it receives pursuant to Minn.                           
Stat. §§ 123B.40-123B.48 for any of these purposes.  

VII. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Resident pupils who receive instruction in a home school (where five or fewer                         
students receive instruction) may fully participate in extracurricular activities of                   
the school district on the same basis as other public school students. (Minn.                         
Stat. §§ 123B.36, Subd. 1, and 123B.49, Subd. 4).  

VIII. SHARED TIME PROGRAMS 

Enrollment in class offerings of the school district. 

A. A home-schooled child who is a resident of the school district may enroll                         
in classes in the school district as a shared time pupil on the same basis                             
as other nonpublic school students. The provisions of this policy shall not                       
be determinative of whether the school district allows the enrollment of                     
any pupils on a shared-time basis. 

B. The school district may limit enrollment of shared-time pupils in such                     
classes based on the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or school                         
building. The school board and administration retain sole discretion and                   
control over scheduling of all classes and assignment of shared time                     
pupils to classes.  

IX. OPTIONAL COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 

A. Activities 

1. Minnesota State High School League sponsored activities (where               
six or more students receive instruction in the home school or the                       
home school students are not residents of the school district). 

A home school which is a member of the Minnesota State High                       
School League may request that the school district enter into a                     
cooperative sponsorship arrangement as provided in Minnesota             
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State High School League Bylaw 403.00. The approval of such an                     
arrangement shall be at the discretion of the school board.  

a) The home school must become a member of the Minnesota                   
State High School League in accordance with the rules of                   
the Minnesota State High School League. 

b) The home school is solely responsible for any costs or fees                     
associated with its application for and/or subsequent             
membership in the Minnesota State High School League. 

c) The home school is responsible for any and all costs                   
associated with its participation in a cooperative             
sponsorship arrangement as well as any school district               
activity fees associated with the Minnesota State High               
School League activity. 

2. Non-Minnesota State High School League activities where six or                 
more students receive instruction in the home school. 

A home-schooled child may participate in non-Minnesota State               
High School League activities offered by the school district upon                   
application and approval from the school board to participate in the                     
activity and the payment of any activity fees associated with the                     
activity. However home school students may not be charged                 
higher activity fees than other public school students. An approval                   
shall be granted at the discretion of the school board.  

B. Transportation Services 

1. The school district may provide nonpublic nonregular             
transportation services to a home-schooled child. 

2. The school board of the school district retains sole discretion and                     
control and management of scheduling routes, establishment of               
the location of bus stops, manner and method of transportation,                   
control and discipline of school children, and any other matter                   
relating to the provision of transportation services.  

  
Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution) 
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Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.15 (Health Standards; Immunizations; School               
Children) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (School Boards May Require Fees) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.41 (Definitions) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 (Textbooks, Individual Instruction Material, 
 Standard Tests) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.86 (Equal Treatment - Transportation) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement) 
Minn. Rules Ch. 3540 (Textbooks, Individualized Instruction             
Materials, Standardized Tests) 

  
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident             

Students) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 510 (School Activities) 

   
Adopted: July 20, 1993 

Revised: January 11, 2000 
Revised: January 9, 2001 
Revised: March 13, 2007 

Revised: July 17, 2012 
Revised: October 20, 2015 

Reviewed: January 17, 2017 
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Adopted:                               MSBA/MASA Model Policy 611 
Orig. 1996 

Revised:                                Rev. 2017 2019 
 
 
611 HOME SCHOOLING 
 

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.] 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and provide guidelines in accordance with state 
law for parents who wish to have their children receive education in a home school that is 
an alternative to an accredited public or private school. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The Compulsory Attendance Law (Minn. Stat. § 120A.22) provides that the parent or 
guardian of a child is primarily responsible for assuring that the child acquires knowledge 
and skills that are essential for effective citizenship.  (Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 1) 

 
III. CONDITIONS FOR HOME SCHOOLING 
 

The person in charge of a home school and the school district must provide instruction 
and meet the requirements specified in Minn. Stat. § 120A.22. 

 
IV. IMMUNIZATION 
 

The parent or guardian of a home-schooled child shall submit statements as required by 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.15, Subds. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 12, on the appropriate Minnesota 
Department of Education form, to the superintendent of the school district in which the 
child resides by October 1 of the first year of home schooling in Minnesota and the grade 
7 year.  (Minn. Stat. § 121A.15, Subd. 8) 

 
V. TEXTBOOKS, INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL, STANDARD TESTS 
 

Upon formal request, as required by law, the school district will provide textbooks 
(including a teacher’s edition, guide, or other materials that accompany a textbook when 
the edition, guide, or materials are packaged physically or electronically with textbooks 
for student use), individualized instructional or cooperative learning materials (including 
teacher materials that accompany pupil materials), software or other educational 
technology, and standardized tests and loan or provide them for use by a home-schooled 
child as provided in Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 and Minn. Rules Ch. 3540.  The school 
district is not required to expend any amount for this purpose that exceeds the amount it 
receives pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 123B.40-123B.48 for this purpose.  If curriculum has 
both physical and electronic components, the school district will, at the request of the 
student or the student’s parent or guardian, make the electronic component accessible to a 
resident student provided that the school district does not incur more than an incidental 
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cost as a result of providing access electronically. 
 
VI. PUPIL SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Upon formal request, as required by law, the school district will provide pupil support 
services in the form of health services and counseling and guidance services to a home-
schooled child as provided by Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 and Minn. Rules Ch. 3540.  The 
school district is not required to expend an amount for any of these purposes that exceeds 
the amount it receives pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 123B.40-123B.48 for any of these 
purposes. 

 
VII. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

Resident pupils who receive instruction in a home school (in which five or fewer students 
receive instruction) may fully participate in extracurricular activities of the school district 
on the same basis as other public school students.  (Minn. Stat. §§ 123B.36, Subd. 1, and 
123B.49, Subd. 4) 

 
VIII. SHARED TIME PROGRAMS 
 

Enrollment in class offerings of the school district. 
 

A. A home-schooled child who is a resident of the school district may enroll in 
classes in the school district as a shared time pupil on the same basis as other 
nonpublic school students. The provisions of this policy shall not be determinative 
of whether the school district allows the enrollment of any pupils on a shared-time 
basis. 

 
B. The school district may limit enrollment of shared-time pupils in such classes 

based on the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or school building.  The 
school board and administration retain sole discretion and control over scheduling 
of all classes and assignment of shared time pupils to classes. 

 
[Note: The provisions of Article VIII. - Shared Time Programs do not make a 
determination as to whether Shared Time Programs should be offered to any pupil.  
However, home-schooled children are required to be treated the same as all other 
nonpublic school children.] 

 
IX. OPTIONAL COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 

A. Activities 
 

1. Minnesota State High School League-sponsored activities (in which six or 
more students receive instruction in the home school or the home school 
students are not residents of the school district). 

 
A home school that is a member of the Minnesota State High School 
League may request that the school district enter into a cooperative 
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sponsorship arrangement as provided in Minnesota State High School 
League Bylaw 403.00.  The approval of such an arrangement shall be at 
the discretion of the school board. 

 
a. The home school must become a member of the Minnesota State 

High School League in accordance with the rules of the Minnesota 
State High School League. 

 
b. The home school is solely responsible for any costs or fees 

associated with its application for and/or subsequent membership 
in the Minnesota State High School League. 

 
c. The home school is responsible for any and all costs associated 

with its participation in a cooperative sponsorship arrangement as 
well as any school district activity fees associated with the 
Minnesota State High School League activity. 

 
2. Non-Minnesota State High School League activities in which six or more 

students receive instruction in the home school. 
 

A home-schooled child may participate in non-Minnesota State High 
School League activities offered by the school district upon application 
and approval from the school board to participate in the activity and the 
payment of any activity fees associated with the activity.  However, home 
school students may not be charged higher activity fees than other public 
school students.  An approval shall be granted at the discretion of the 
school board. 

 
B. Transportation Services 

 
1. The school district may provide nonpublic nonregular transportation 

services to a home-schooled child. 
 

2. The school board of the school district retains sole discretion and control 
and management of scheduling routes, establishment of the location of bus 
stops, manner and method of transportation, control and discipline of 
school children, and any other matter relating to the provision of 
transportation services. 

 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction) 

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting) 
Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.15 (Health Standards; Immunizations; School 
Children) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.36 (School Boards May Require Fees) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.41 (Definitions) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 (Textbooks, Individual Instruction Material, 
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Standard Tests) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.86 (Equal Treatment - Transportation) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 
Minn. Rules Ch. 3540 (Textbooks, Individualized Instruction Materials, 
Standardized Tests) 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 510 (School Activities) 
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