
Princeton Public Schools - ISD 477 
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at 5:00 PM 

Study Session 
District Office Board Room located at City Hall (Please use City Hall Entrance) 

 
Our Mission 

Princeton is an innovative leader in instruction, developing in EVERY learner the ability 
to succeed in an ever-changing world. 

Our Vision 
Princeton will equip every student to be career and college ready through personalized 

instruction, community partnerships and collaboration. 
 

 

1. PROCEDURAL ITEMS  

2. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Roll Call   

4. REPORTS   

a. Board Members Committee Reports  

b. Student Council Report  

c. Superintendent Report  

5. APPROVE AGENDA  

6. DISCUSS and ACT on PREVIOUS BOARD MEETING MINUTES  3 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 
The consent agenda consists of non-controversial items that the 
Board adopts routinely without debate. Any single member may 
remove an item from consent agenda by requesting removal at the 
time the consent agenda is moved for adoption. The full text of items 
approved by consent may be found at the conclusion of the agenda. 
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b. Bills 7 

c. Wire Transfers 16 

d. Treasurer's Report 17 

e. Fundraiser 18 

f. Gifts 20 

g. ECFE Handbook 25 

h. Hand in Hand Preschool Handbook 34 

i. Princeton Outdoor Classroom 43 

8. STUDY SESSION  

a. Board Development-Teamworks International  

9. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA  



10. FUTURE MEETING(s) INFORMATION  

11. ADJOURN  

 

 



Independent​ ​School​ ​District​ ​#477  ​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Princeton,​ ​Minnesota 
Regular​ ​School​ ​Board​ ​Meeting​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Page​ ​1​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​October​ ​3,​ ​​ ​2017  

Call​ ​to​ ​Order​ ​and​ ​Pledge​ ​of​ ​Allegiance 
The regular meeting of the School Board of District #477 was called to order by Chair                               
Deb​ ​Ulm​ ​on​ ​the​ ​​3rd​ ​day​ ​of​ ​October,​ ​at​ ​7:05​ ​p.m​.​ ​in​ ​the​ ​District​ ​Center​ ​Board​ ​Room. 

 
Roll​ ​Call: Members Present: Howard Vaillancourt, Deb Ulm,           

Craig​ ​Johnson,​ ​Eric​ ​Strandberg,​ ​Chad​ ​Young 
 
Members​ ​Absent:​ ​Sue​ ​VanHooser,​ ​Eric​ ​Minks 

 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​MSBA: MSBA honored Rep. Erickson with a Outstanding             

Legislator​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Year​ ​Award.  
 

Others present: Superintendent Julia Espe, Director of             
Business Services Michelle Czech, Director of Human             
Resources Sarah Marxhausen, Director of Community           
Education​ ​Gwen​ ​Anderson.  

 
Student​ ​Council​ ​Representative:​ ​Lacee​ ​Broding 
 
Citizen​ ​Comments:    None  

 
REPORTS  Board committee meeting(s) and school events           

each​ ​Board​ ​member​ ​attended.  
 
 

Howard​ ​Vaillancourt Negotiations,​ ​Hall​ ​of​ ​Fame​ ​committee​ ​meeting, 
received​ ​an​ ​invitation​ ​for​ ​​ ​the​ ​MSHSL​ ​Hall​ ​of​ ​Fame 
Induction​ ​Ceremony 

Deb​ ​Ulm Agenda​ ​Planning,​ ​Auditors​ ​Interview  
Eric​ ​Strandberg Negotiations,​ ​MSHSL 
Craig​ ​Johnson Upcoming​ ​Activities​ ​Meeting  
 

 
 

Student​ ​Council​ ​Report: Homecoming​ ​week​ ​was​ ​successful,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​dance 
went​ ​well.  

 
Superintendent​ ​Report: Our​ ​Audit​ ​visit​ ​has​ ​concluded,​ ​we​ ​will​ ​be​ ​hearing 

back​ ​from​ ​them​ ​later​ ​on​ ​in​ ​the​ ​year.​ ​Last​ ​week​ ​we 
had​ ​a​ ​support​ ​staff​ ​recognition​ ​dinner,​ ​and​ ​we 
recognized​ ​Kristen​ ​Alfords,​ ​Sue​ ​Gunderson​ ​Carrie 
Tarvestad​ ​and​ ​Mary​ ​Ehman.​ ​They​ ​are​ ​all​ ​very 
deserving,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​district​ ​is​ ​very​ ​proud.​ ​The 
boardroom​ ​renovation​ ​is​ ​moving​ ​ahead​ ​and​ ​will​ ​not 
be​ ​accessible​ ​during​ ​the​ ​renovations.​ ​We​ ​had​ ​a​ ​busy 
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week​ ​with​ ​professional​ ​development.​ ​Julia​ ​would​ ​like 
to​ ​cancel​ ​the​ ​policy​ ​meeting​ ​next​ ​board​ ​meeting​ ​night 
due​ ​to​ ​the​ ​study​ ​session.​ ​MSBA​ ​Leadership 
registration​ ​for​ ​the​ ​January​ ​conference​ ​is​ ​coming​ ​up.  

 
APPROVE​ ​AGENDA 
Motion made by Eric Strandberg, seconded by Howard Vaillancourt ​to approve the                       
agenda​ ​as​ ​presented​.​ ​Motion​ ​passed​ ​unanimously.  
 
DISCUSS​ ​and​ ​ACT​ ​on​ ​PREVIOUS​ ​BOARD​ ​MEETING​ ​MINUTES  
Motion made by Howard Vaillancourt seconded by Chad Young, ​to approve the                       
September​ ​19th,​ ​regular​ ​meeting​ ​minutes​.​ ​​ ​Motion​ ​passed​ ​unanimously. 
 
CONSENT​ ​AGENDA 
Motion​ ​made​ ​by​ ​Craig​ ​Johnson,​ ​seconded​ ​by​ ​Howard​ ​Vaillancourt​ ​​to​ ​approve​ ​the 
consent​ ​agenda​ ​as​ ​presented​.​ ​​ ​Personnel,​ ​Fundraiser,​ ​Gift/Donation,​ ​Request​ ​to​ ​add 
Program​ ​Position​ ​Activity​ ​Form.   

INFORMATION 

Primary​ ​School​ ​Update-​ ​​Greg​ ​Finck​ ​reported​ ​the​ ​results​ ​of​ ​the​ ​FAST​ ​testing​ ​for 
students​ ​in​ ​K-2.​ ​They​ ​assessed​ ​both​ ​reading​ ​and​ ​math.​ ​In​ ​reading​ ​we​ ​showed​ ​growth 
from​ ​46%​ ​in​ ​the​ ​fall​ ​to​ ​60%​ ​in​ ​the​ ​spring.​ ​Math​ ​showed​ ​an​ ​increase​ ​from​ ​60%​ ​in​ ​the 
fall​ ​to​ ​67%​ ​in​ ​the​ ​spring.​ ​He​ ​also​ ​reported​ ​on​ ​the​ ​progress​ ​of​ ​a​ ​outdoor​ ​classroom​ ​that 
would​ ​be​ ​used​ ​for​ ​students​ ​K-5.​ ​He​ ​finished​ ​the​ ​presentation​ ​by​ ​discussing​ ​the​ ​goals 
for​ ​the​ ​upcoming​ ​2017-2018​ ​school​ ​year.  

School​ ​Readiness​ ​Update:​ ​​Gwen​ ​Anderson​ ​reported​ ​on​ ​school​ ​readiness​ ​of​ ​4​ ​year​ ​olds 
served.​ ​93.7%​ ​were​ ​proficient​ ​in​ ​literacy​ ​and​ ​90.5%​ ​had​ ​social/emotional​ ​skills.​ ​All​ ​day 
every-day​ ​program​ ​showed​ ​that​ ​100%​ ​were​ ​prepared​ ​to​ ​enter​ ​Kindergarten.​ ​She​ ​also 
introduced​ ​Jeff​ ​Hauge,​ ​the​ ​new​ ​Community​ ​Education​ ​Program​ ​Coordinator.  

Class​ ​Size​ ​Report:​ ​​Sarah​ ​Marxhausen​ ​reported​ ​on​ ​the​ ​current​ ​class​ ​size​ ​in​ ​all​ ​schools.  

ACTION 

Second​ ​Reading​ ​of​ ​Policies:​ ​​New​ ​Procedure;​ ​101,​ ​101.1,​ ​102,​ ​201,​ ​202,​ ​203,​ ​203.1, 
203.2,​ ​203.5,​ ​203.6,​ ​204,​ ​205,​ ​207.​ ​Craig​ ​Johnson​ ​made​ ​a​ ​motion,​ ​seconded​ ​by​ ​Eric 
Strandberg​ ​to​ ​accept​ ​the​ ​second​ ​reading​ ​of​ ​the​ ​policies.​ ​Motion​ ​passed​ ​unanimously.  

Final​ ​Building​ ​Projects-​ ​​Motion​ ​to​ ​accept​ ​the​ ​final​ ​building​ ​projects​ ​as​ ​presented​ ​was 
made​ ​by​ ​Eric​ ​Strandberg​ ​and​ ​seconded​ ​by​ ​Craig​ ​Johnson.​ ​​ ​Motion​ ​passed​ ​unanimously.  
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Additions​ ​to​ ​the​ ​agenda​:​ ​None 

Future​ ​Meetings: 
Activities​ ​meeting-​ ​October,​ ​4,​ ​5:00 
CANCELLATION-Policy​ ​Meeting,​ ​October​ ​17,​ ​4:30 
School​ ​Board​ ​Study​ ​Session-​ ​October​ ​17,​ ​5:00 

 
ADJOURN​- Motion to adjourn was made by Howard Vaillancourt seconded by Craig                       
Johnson.​ ​Meeting​ ​was​ ​adjourned​ ​at​ ​8:05​ ​p.m. 
 

___________________________________ 
Chair​ ​Deb​ ​Ulm 
 
___________________________________ 
Clerk​ ​Eric​ ​Minks 

 
Recorder-Kari​ ​Plafcan 
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10.17.17

Last Name First Name Status Building Job Title Group Replacing Effective Date Wage

Bassett Katie New Hire Family Center ECSE/Gen. ed Para Para Janelle Tou 10.5.17 15.13/hr

Bekius Lisa
Change in current 

assignment Primary School

SpEd Para-Hours will be 6.75 
hr/day (7.25 minus .5 for lunch) 

Hours are 7:45-3:00 Para N/A 9.5.17 No Change

Bergmann Colleen
Change in current 

assignment Primary School

SpEd Para-Hours will be 6.75 
hr/day (7.25 minus .5 for lunch) 

Hours are 7:45-3:00 Para N/A 9.5.517 No Change

Berlin Doug Extra Duty Intermediate Bus Supervision N/A 9.5.17 $1,466.00

Daubner Nathan Extra Duty Middle School/High School

Assistant Cross County Coach 
(float coach due to high 

numbers) Activities N/A 9.28.17 $3,006.00

Fliehr Dawn
Change in current 

assignment Primary School

SpEd Para-Hours will be 6.75 
hr/day (7.25 minus .5 for lunch) 

Hours are 7:45-3:00 Para N/A 9.5.17 No Change

Fransen Mark New Hire District Wide Assistant Groundskeeper Custodial Max Gaedy 10.13.17 16.38/hr

Glaser Tiffany Change in assignment Family Center
ECFE Teacher-Going from .75 

FTE to .80 PEA N/A 2017-2018 school year

Halphen Yarmila Resignation Primary School SpEd Para Para N/A 10.11.17

Johnson Erin Resignation High School Winter Cheer Coach Activities N/A 9.28.17

Korkemeier-Howard Amy Change in assignment Family Center
ECFE Parent Educator-going 

from .63 FTE to .67 PEA N/A 2017-2018 school year

Maples Elaine Family LOA High School Math Teacher PEA N/A 10.9.17 (About 1 month)

Pearson Amanda Resignation Family Center
Tiger Club Preschool Site 

Supervisor At Will N/A 10.24.17

Pederson Parker New Hire Intermediate Tiger Club Assistant At Will N/A 10.4.17 9.50/hr

Peterson Astrid Change in assignment Primary School

SpEd Para-Hours will be 6.75 
hr/day (7.25 minus .5 for lunch) 

Hours are 7:45-3:00 Para N/A 9.5.17 No Change

Scheiber Suzette New Hire Primary School SpEd Para Para Michelle Murphy 9.28.17 15.13/hr

Smith Amy
Change in Extra Duty 

Assignment High School
Mentor-yr 2 (will only be for    

Tri 1) ATPPS Advisor/Coach N/A 2017-2018 $166.67

Tonn Shirley LOA Primary School SpEd Para Para N/A
10.26.17 (About 4-6 

weeks)

Toven Violeta
Change in current 

assignment Primary School

SpEd Para-Hours will be 6.75 
hr/day (7.25 minus .5 for lunch) 

Hours are 7:45-3:00 Para N/A 9.5.17 No Change

Weir Char Extra Duty Intermediate School Patrol Supervision At Will N/A 9.5.17 14.24/hr

Zellner Kathy New Hire High School
Breakfast Server and Lunch 

Server Food Service

Kris Abraham, 
Melissa Wright, 

Amanda Overfield 10.30.17 11.36/hr
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Date: Amount: Description:

9/15/2017 $ 503,285.29 ACH File Transfer

9/15/2017 $ 186,825.29 Federal Tax Wire Transfer

9/15/2017 $ 30,014.95 State Tax Wire Transfer

9/15/2017 $ 8,816.14 Select Account HSA

9/15/2017 $ 91,939.48 TRA File Transfer

9/15/2017 $ 22,568.51 PERA File Transfer

9/15/2017 $ 241.50 MN Child Support File Transfer

9/15/2017 $ 52,120.78 TSA File Transfer

9/15/2017 $ 22,424.35 MSRS Severance 

9/29/2017 $ 571,455.39 ACH File Transfer

9/29/2017 $ 207,061.10 Federal Tax Wire Transfer

9/29/2017 $ 31,979.44 State Tax Wire Transfer

9/29/2017 $ 10,534.89 Select Account H S A

9/29/2017 $ 261.33 MN Revenue  

9/29/2017 $ 91,778.16 TRA File Transfer

9/29/2017 $ 35,477.71 PERA File Transfer

9/29/2017 $ 241.50 MN Child Support File Transfer

9/29/2017 $ 56,595.22 TSA File Transfer

10/4/2017 $ 15,930.96 BMO Harris Bank - (Pcards)

10/6/2017 $ 1,017.00 MN Revenue - (Sales tax)

9/7/2017 $ 674.79 SelectAccount

9/14/2017 $ 1,866.65 SelectAccount

9/20/2017 $ 214.19 SelectAccount

9/21/2017 $ 5,298.11 SelectAccount

9/28/2017 $ 862.33 SelectAccount

$

$

TOTAL $ 1,949,485.06

Princeton Public Schools - ISD #477

Wire Transfer Report

October 17, 2017
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PRINCETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TREASURER'S REPORT

MONTHLY CASH FLOW REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2017

FUND BEGINNING MONTHLY MONTHLY JOURNAL ENDING

BALANCE RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS ENTRIES BALANCE

01 General 12,448,409.88 2,913,073.90 2,774,854.35 (4,441.28) 12,586,629.43

02 Food Service 440,326.65 121,022.72 119,711.16 4,400.20 441,638.21

04 Community Service 294,495.20 107,466.13 96,410.94 (3,454.63) 305,550.39

06 Building Fund 265,744.84 163.47 171,897.05 0.00 94,011.26

07 Debt Service 1,597,436.21 23,205.04 0.00 0.00 1,620,641.25

10 Activities 124,199.22 27,285.74 30,201.99 (889.40) 121,282.97

TOTAL 15,170,612.00 3,192,217.00 3,193,075.49 15,169,753.51

Bank Accounts
AP/PR Account (Bremer) 593,471.50
MSDLAF+ 2,848,239.38
Investments (Fd01) 11,933,320.93
Investments (Fd06) 94,011.26

15,469,043.07
O/S Accts Pay Checks (186,864.47)
O/S Payroll Checks (16,911.88)
O/S Wires (100,474.71)
NSF Checks 4,961.50
TOTAL 15,169,753.51

10/6/2017
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ECFE 

Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Family​ ​Education 
 

Parent​ ​Handbook 
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Just​ ​Playing 

 
When​ ​I​ ​am​ ​building​ ​in​ ​the​ ​block​ ​room, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​say,​ ​“I’m​ ​just​ ​playing.” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

About​ ​balance​ ​and​ ​shapes. 
 

When​ ​I’m​ ​getting​ ​all​ ​dressed​ ​up, 
Setting​ ​the​ ​table,​ ​caring​ ​for​ ​the​ ​babies, 

Don’t​ ​get​ ​the​ ​idea​ ​I’m​ ​“just​ ​playing”. 
I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​mother​ ​or​ ​a​ ​father​ ​someday. 

 
When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​up​ ​to​ ​my​ ​elbows​ ​in​ ​paint, 

Or​ ​standing​ ​at​ ​the​ ​easel,​ ​or​ ​molding​ ​and​ ​shaping​ ​clay, 
Please​ ​don’t​ ​let​ ​me​ ​hear​ ​you​ ​say,​ ​“He’s​ ​just​ ​playing” 

For​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 
I’m​ ​expressing​ ​myself​ ​and​ ​being​ ​creative, 
I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​an​ ​artist​ ​or​ ​an​ ​inventor​ ​someday. 

 
When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​sitting​ ​in​ ​a​ ​chair 
“Reading​ ​to​ ​an​ ​imaginary​ ​audience, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​laugh​ ​and​ ​think​ ​I’m,​ ​“just​ ​playing” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​teacher​ ​someday. 
 

When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​combing​ ​the​ ​bushes​ ​for​ ​bugs, 
Or​ ​packing​ ​my​ ​pockets​ ​with​ ​choice​ ​things​ ​I​ ​find, 

Don’t​ ​pass​ ​it​ ​off​ ​as​ ​“just​ ​playing”. 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​scientist​ ​someday. 
 

When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​engrossed​ ​in​ ​a​ ​puzzle, 
Or,​ ​“plaything”​ ​at​ ​my​ ​school, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​feel​ ​the​ ​time​ ​is​ ​wasted​ ​in​ ​“play” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I’m​ ​learning​ ​to​ ​solve​ ​problems​ ​and​ ​concentrate. 
I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​in​ ​business​ ​someday. 

 
When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​cooking​ ​or​ ​tasting​ ​foods, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​think​ ​that​ ​because​ ​I​ ​enjoy​ ​it,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​just​ ​“play” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play 
I’m​ ​learning​ ​how​ ​my​ ​body​ ​works. 

I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​doctor,​ ​nurse​ ​or​ ​athlete​ ​someday. 
 

When​ ​you​ ​ask​ ​me​ ​what​ ​I’ve​ ​done​ ​at​ ​school​ ​today, 
And​ ​I​ ​say​ ​“I​ ​played”, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​misunderstand​ ​me 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I’m​ ​learning​ ​to​ ​be​ ​successful​ ​in​ ​work. 
I’m​ ​preparing​ ​for​ ​tomorrow. 

Today,​ ​I’m​ ​a​ ​child​ ​and​ ​my​ ​work​ ​is​ ​play. 
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Contact​ ​Information 
Check​ ​out​ ​our​ ​new​ ​website​ ​where​ ​all​ ​staff​ ​can​ ​be​ ​contacted​ ​under 

“contact​ ​us” 
 

 

Community​ ​Education​ ​Director 
Gwen​ ​Anderson   763-389-6199 gwen.anderson@isd477.org 
 

Community​ ​Education​ ​Programs​ ​Coordinator​ ​(registration,​ ​screening,​ ​billing) 
Jeff​ ​Hauge:  763-389-6197 jeff.hauge@isd477.org 

 
Teachers 
Tiffany​ ​Glaser​:  tiffany.glaser@isd477.org 
Amy​ ​Korkemeier-Howard: amy.korkemeier-howard@isd477.org 
 
Child​ ​Care  
Nicole​ ​Dobson​ ​(lead): nicole.dobson@isd477.org 
Caitie​ ​Hudson:  caitie.hudson@isd477.org 

 
 
Special​ ​Education​ ​Teachers  
Michelle​ ​“Micki”​ ​Peterson: michelle.peterson@isd477.org 
Kit​ ​Girtz​ ​(Speech​ ​and​ ​Language): kit.girtz@isd477.org 
Jacenta​ ​Pearson​ ​(Speech​ ​and​ ​​ ​Language​ ​assistant): jacinta.pearson@isd477.org  
 
 
Community​ ​Education: 763-389-4789 
Fax:  763-389-7250 

 

Webite:​ ​isd477.org 
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What​ ​is​ ​Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Family​ ​Education​ ​(ECFE)? 
 
Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Family​ ​Education​ ​(ECFE)​ ​is​ ​a​ ​program​ ​for​ ​all​ ​Minnesota​ ​families​ ​with​ ​children 
between​ ​the​ ​ages​ ​of​ ​birth​ ​to​ ​kindergarten​ ​entrance.​ ​​ ​The​ ​program​ ​is​ ​offered​ ​through​ ​Minnesota 
public​ ​school​ ​districts.​ ​​ ​ECFE​ ​is​ ​based​ ​on​ ​the​ ​idea​ ​that​ ​the​ ​family​ ​provides​ ​a​ ​child's​ ​first​ ​and 
most​ ​significant​ ​learning​ ​environment​ ​and​ ​parents​ ​are​ ​a​ ​child's​ ​first​ ​and​ ​most​ ​important 
teachers.​ ​​ ​ECFE​ ​works​ ​to​ ​strengthen​ ​families.​ ​​ ​ECFE's​ ​goal​ ​is​ ​to​ ​enhance​ ​the​ ​ability​ ​of​ ​all 
parents​ ​and​ ​other​ ​family​ ​members​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​the​ ​best​ ​possible​ ​environment​ ​for​ ​their​ ​child's 
learning​ ​and​ ​growth.  
 
ECFE​ ​is​ ​a​ ​place​ ​where​ ​you​ ​can​ ​make​ ​friends​ ​with​ ​other​ ​parents​ ​who​ ​have​ ​children​ ​the​ ​same 
age​ ​as​ ​yours,​ ​who​ ​share​ ​the​ ​same​ ​concerns,​ ​the​ ​same​ ​joys​ ​and​ ​the​ ​same​ ​challenges​ ​that​ ​you 
do.​ ​Here,​ ​your​ ​child​ ​will​ ​play​ ​with​ ​other​ ​children​ ​in​ ​a​ ​safe,​ ​supportive​ ​environment​ ​just​ ​right​ ​for 
his​ ​or​ ​her​ ​age.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​a​ ​place​ ​where​ ​the​ ​staff​ ​understands​ ​parenting​ ​and​ ​children,​ ​and​ ​supports 
parents​ ​and​ ​children​ ​on​ ​their​ ​journey​ ​together.  
 
Curriculum 
Our​ ​lesson​ ​planning​ ​is​ ​based​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Minnesota​ ​Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Indicators​ ​of​ ​Progress. 
 
The​ ​Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Indicators​ ​of​ ​Progress​ ​(ECIPs)​ ​are​ ​Minnesota’s​ ​early​ ​learning​ ​standards; 
one​ ​set​ ​is​ ​for​ ​birth​ ​to​ ​age​ ​three​ ​and​ ​another​ ​is​ ​for​ ​age​ ​three​ ​to​ ​kindergarten​ ​entry.​ ​The 
standards​ ​help​ ​us​ ​share​ ​developmentally​ ​appropriate​ ​expectations​ ​for​ ​what​ ​children​ ​should 
know​ ​and​ ​be​ ​able​ ​to​ ​do​ ​at​ ​certain​ ​ages.​ ​They​ ​offer​ ​common​ ​language​ ​for​ ​assessing​ ​progress 
and​ ​supporting​ ​children​ ​and​ ​families. 
 
We​ ​know​ ​parents​ ​are​ ​a​ ​child’s​ ​first​ ​teacher,​ ​and​ ​that​ ​each​ ​child​ ​develops​ ​at​ ​his​ ​or​ ​her​ ​own 
pace;​ ​therefore,​ ​the​ ​standards​ ​are​ ​not​ ​for​ ​high-stakes​ ​assessment.​ ​Instead,​ ​they​ ​help​ ​early 
childhood​ ​teachers​ ​and​ ​caregivers​ ​design​ ​learning​ ​experiences​ ​and​ ​talk​ ​with​ ​parents​ ​about​ ​a 
child’s​ ​progress. 
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Policies​ ​and​ ​Procedures 
 

We​ ​offer​ ​both​ ​separating​ ​and​ ​non-separating​ ​classes​ ​here​ ​at​ ​Princeton​ ​ECFE. 
We​ ​understand​ ​that​ ​each​ ​child​ ​will​ ​learn​ ​to​ ​separate​ ​at​ ​their​ ​own​ ​pace​ ​and​ ​we 

are​ ​here​ ​to​ ​help​ ​with​ ​that​ ​transition.  
 
 
Parent/Child​ ​Interaction​ ​Time​​ ​​(for​ ​both​ ​non-separating​ ​and​ ​separating​ ​classes) 
 

● Your​ ​child​ ​loves​ ​spending​ ​special​ ​time​ ​with​ ​you. 
● When​ ​you​ ​first​ ​enter​ ​the​ ​room,​ ​focus​ ​on​ ​your​ ​child​ ​and​ ​follow​ ​their​ ​lead. 

○ Maintain​ ​eye​ ​contact​ ​with​ ​them 
○ Maintain​ ​a​ ​low​ ​posture--adjust​ ​to​ ​their​ ​level 
○ Touch,​ ​smile​ ​and​ ​communicate​ ​through​ ​gentle​ ​touches​ ​or​ ​words 

● Speak​ ​to​ ​and​ ​with​ ​your​ ​child;​ ​try​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​the​ ​focus​ ​on​ ​the​ ​one​ ​on​ ​one​ ​time. 
● Strongly​ ​encourage​ ​your​ ​child​ ​to​ ​participate​ ​in​ ​circle​ ​time​ ​and​ ​model​ ​desired​ ​behaviors. 
● When​ ​you​ ​and​ ​your​ ​child​ ​begin​ ​stations,​ ​encourage​ ​your​ ​child​ ​to​ ​participate.​ ​If​ ​they​ ​do 

not​ ​want​ ​to​ ​do​ ​a​ ​certain​ ​activity,​ ​that​ ​is​ ​ok!​ ​Move​ ​on​ ​to​ ​something​ ​that​ ​sparks​ ​their 
interest. 

● Do​ ​not​ ​feel​ ​pressured​ ​to​ ​finish​ ​each​ ​activity--follow​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​lead. 
● Allow​ ​your​ ​child​ ​to​ ​experiment​ ​with​ ​the​ ​learning​ ​activity​ ​in​ ​their​ ​own​ ​way.​ ​Avoid​ ​too 

much​ ​adult​ ​direction. 
● This​ ​time​ ​is​ ​planned​ ​so​ ​you​ ​may​ ​understand​ ​and​ ​enjoy​ ​your​ ​child​ ​more​ ​fully.​ ​Have​ ​fun! 

 
 

Separation​ ​Time 
 
In​ ​separating​ ​ECFE​ ​classes,​ ​our​ ​goal​ ​is​ ​for​ ​you​ ​and​ ​your​ ​child​ ​to​ ​separate​ ​from​ ​one​ ​another 
successfully.​ ​If​ ​separation​ ​is​ ​a​ ​problem,​ ​our​ ​staff​ ​has​ ​these​ ​suggestions: 
 

● During​ ​parent/child​ ​interaction​ ​time,​ ​walk​ ​with​ ​your​ ​child​ ​into​ ​the​ ​parent​ ​room​ ​to​ ​show 
them​ ​where​ ​you​ ​will​ ​be​ ​later.​ ​Reassure​ ​them​ ​by​ ​explaining​ ​that​ ​you​ ​will​ ​be​ ​with​ ​the 
other​ ​parents​ ​and​ ​that​ ​you​ ​will​ ​be​ ​back​ ​at​ ​the​ ​end​ ​of​ ​class.  

● When​ ​separation​ ​time​ ​arrives,​ ​tell​ ​your​ ​child​ ​you​ ​are​ ​going​ ​to​ ​the​ ​parent​ ​room​ ​and​ ​that 
you​ ​will​ ​be​ ​back​ ​in​ ​a​ ​little​ ​while.​ ​Say​ ​“goodbye”.​ ​Do​ ​not​ ​sneak​ ​out​ ​or​ ​draw​ ​out​ ​the 
process​ ​of​ ​leaving.​ ​A​ ​kind,​ ​but​ ​firm​ ​“I​ ​am​ ​going​ ​now,​ ​I​ ​will​ ​be​ ​back”,​ ​and​ ​give​ ​them​ ​a 
hug. 

● Please​ ​tell​ ​the​ ​staff​ ​if​ ​there​ ​is​ ​anything​ ​that​ ​you​ ​think​ ​will​ ​help​ ​at​ ​separation​ ​time,​ ​(a 
favorite​ ​toy​ ​or​ ​activity,​ ​a​ ​security​ ​object,​ ​or​ ​even​ ​a​ ​picture​ ​of​ ​you​ ​that​ ​your​ ​child​ ​can 
hold). 

● If​ ​your​ ​child​ ​is​ ​crying,​ ​let​ ​the​ ​staff​ ​know​ ​at​ ​what​ ​point,​ ​if​ ​any,​ ​they​ ​should​ ​call​ ​you​ ​back 
in.  

 
At​ ​some​ ​point,​ ​most​ ​of​ ​us​ ​have​ ​experienced​ ​our​ ​child​ ​crying​ ​as​ ​we​ ​left​ ​them.​ ​We​ ​will​ ​help​ ​you 
and​ ​your​ ​child​ ​work​ ​toward​ ​a​ ​painless​ ​separation. 
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Parent​ ​Group​ ​Interaction​ ​Guidelines 
 

● Be​ ​as​ ​open​ ​and​ ​honest​ ​as​ ​possible​ ​in​ ​the​ ​group 
● Talk​ ​about​ ​your​ ​feelings​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​your​ ​thoughts 
● As​ ​always,​ ​what​ ​is​ ​shared​ ​with​ ​the​ ​group,​ ​stays​ ​with​ ​the​ ​group 
● Parent​ ​and​ ​child​ ​progress​ ​and​ ​group​ ​interaction​ ​is​ ​most​ ​beneficial​ ​when​ ​attendance​ ​is 

regular 
● We​ ​understand​ ​that​ ​there​ ​are​ ​many​ ​different​ ​ways​ ​of​ ​parenting  
● In​ ​a​ ​group​ ​setting,​ ​parents​ ​will​ ​have​ ​different​ ​opinions.​ ​Differences​ ​can​ ​be​ ​used​ ​to​ ​foster 

a​ ​deeper​ ​understanding​ ​of​ ​ourselves​ ​and​ ​others.​ ​Don’t​ ​be​ ​afraid​ ​to​ ​disagree. 
 
 
Childcare​ ​for​ ​Siblings 
 
For​ ​your​ ​convenience,​ ​free​ ​childcare​ ​is​ ​available​ ​for​ ​brothers​ ​and​ ​sisters​ ​during​ ​all​ ​weekly 
parent/child​ ​classes​ ​and​ ​some​ ​special​ ​events.​ ​Childcare​ ​is​ ​handled​ ​as​ ​a​ ​separate​ ​registration 
with​ ​each​ ​class.  
 

● Have​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​bag​ ​labeled​ ​very​ ​clearly​ ​with​ ​their​ ​name. 
● Generally,​ ​a​ ​healthy​ ​snack​ ​is​ ​served​ ​in​ ​childcare​ ​for​ ​longer​ ​classes.​ ​Please​ ​let​ ​the 

childcare​ ​providers​ ​know​ ​right​ ​away​ ​about​ ​any​ ​allergies​ ​or​ ​medical​ ​concerns​ ​for​ ​your 
child.  

● Please​ ​let​ ​the​ ​staff​ ​know​ ​of​ ​helpful​ ​things​ ​that​ ​may​ ​comfort​ ​your​ ​child,​ ​such​ ​as,​ ​pacifiers, 
if​ ​they​ ​could​ ​be​ ​hungry,​ ​toys​ ​they​ ​like,​ ​or​ ​any​ ​other​ ​ideas​ ​that​ ​may​ ​help​ ​them​ ​make​ ​this​ ​a 
great​ ​experience​ ​for​ ​all.  

● If​ ​your​ ​child​ ​has​ ​trouble​ ​separating,​ ​talk​ ​with​ ​the​ ​provider​ ​about​ ​how​ ​you​ ​would​ ​like 
your​ ​child​ ​supported.​ ​If​ ​your​ ​child​ ​is​ ​upset​ ​past​ ​the​ ​initial​ ​separation,​ ​(5-10​ ​minutes),​ ​the 
childcare​ ​provider​ ​will​ ​notify​ ​you.​ ​If​ ​separating​ ​continues​ ​to​ ​be​ ​a​ ​concern,​ ​talk​ ​to​ ​the 
parent​ ​educator​ ​and​ ​early​ ​childhood​ ​teacher,​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​the​ ​provider​ ​to​ ​devise​ ​a​ ​plan 
that​ ​will​ ​help​ ​your​ ​child​ ​through​ ​the​ ​experience.  

● We​ ​want​ ​to​ ​be​ ​supportive​ ​in​ ​helping​ ​both​ ​you​ ​and​ ​your​ ​child​ ​with​ ​separation​ ​concerns.  
 
 
 
 

Illness​ ​and​ ​Accident​ ​Policy​​ ​  
 

● Emergency​ ​procedure​ ​sheets​ ​need​ ​to​ ​be​ ​filled​ ​in​ ​by​ ​the​ ​parents/guardians​ ​upon​ ​the 
child’s​ ​entrance​ ​into​ ​the​ ​program​ ​(and​ ​updated​ ​when​ ​necessary). 

 
● A​ ​child​ ​should​ ​not​ ​be​ ​brought​ ​to​ ​school​ ​if​ ​any​ ​type​ ​of​ ​illness,​ ​infectious​ ​or​ ​communicable 

disease​ ​is​ ​evident.​ ​Do​ ​not​ ​bring​ ​your​ ​child​ ​to​ ​class​ ​if: 
○ In​ ​the​ ​past​ ​24​ ​hours,​ ​he/she​ ​has​ ​had​ ​a​ ​fever,​ ​diarrhea​ ​or​ ​vomited 
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○ Your​ ​child​ ​is​ ​suspected​ ​of​ ​having​ ​a​ ​contagious​ ​illness 
​ ​such​ ​as​ ​pink​ ​eye,​ ​chicken​ ​pox,​ ​etc. 

 
● It​ ​is​ ​the​ ​responsibility​ ​of​ ​the​ ​parent​ ​to​ ​inform​ ​staff​ ​in​ ​writing​ ​of​ ​any​ ​health​ ​or​ ​medical 

conditions,​ ​relative​ ​to​ ​the​ ​child’s​ ​participation​ ​in​ ​the​ ​program. 
 

● Severe​ ​allergies​ ​should​ ​be​ ​indicated​ ​on​ ​the​ ​“Emergency​ ​Information​ ​Form”​ ​and​ ​please 
verbally​ ​inform​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​teacher​ ​so​ ​that​ ​we​ ​can​ ​take​ ​necessary​ ​precautions. 

 
● Lice​ ​is​ ​considered​ ​an​ ​inconvenience​ ​and​ ​does​ ​not​ ​constitute​ ​keeping​ ​children​ ​home​ ​from 

school.​ ​​ ​Parents​ ​often​ ​times​ ​choose​ ​to​ ​do​ ​so​ ​however.​ ​​ ​Please​ ​keep​ ​your​ ​child​ ​home​ ​if 
they​ ​have​ ​live​ ​lice​ ​or​ ​an​ ​increasing​ ​number​ ​of​ ​nits.​ ​​ ​​ ​If​ ​we​ ​have​ ​a​ ​case​ ​of​ ​head​ ​lice​ ​in​ ​your 
child’s​ ​classroom​ ​we​ ​will​ ​send​ ​home​ ​a​ ​letter​ ​with​ ​instructions​ ​on​ ​how​ ​to​ ​treat.   

 
● Latex​ ​-​ ​due​ ​to​ ​an​ ​increasing​ ​incidence​ ​of​ ​latex​ ​(rubber)​ ​allergies,​ ​non-latex​ ​balloons, 

gloves,​ ​and​ ​band-aids​ ​will​ ​be​ ​used​ ​in​ ​all​ ​school​ ​buildings.  
 
 
OUR​ ​CLASSROOMS​ ​ARE​ ​PEANUT​ ​AWARE​…​We​ ​do​ ​not​ ​allow​ ​children​ ​to​ ​bring​ ​peanut​ ​products​ ​or 
any​ ​products​ ​manufactured​ ​in​ ​a​ ​factory​ ​that​ ​uses​ ​peanuts,​ ​however,​ ​we​ ​cannot​ ​control​ ​cross 
contamination​ ​of​ ​food​ ​items.​ ​​ ​We​ ​are​ ​a​ ​peanut​ ​aware​ ​building.   
 
 
Immunizations:   
 
New​ ​to​ ​Minnesota’s​ ​Immunization​ ​Law​ ​are​ ​early​ ​childhood​ ​programs​​ ​​which​ ​include​ ​programs 
that​ ​provide​ ​instructional​ ​or​ ​other​ ​services​ ​to​ ​support​ ​children’s​ ​learning​ ​and​ ​development​ ​and: 
·​ ​Serve​ ​children​ ​from​ ​birth​ ​to​ ​kindergarten. 
·​ ​Meet​ ​at​ ​least​ ​once​ ​a​ ​week​ ​for​ ​at​ ​least​ ​six​ ​weeks​ ​or​ ​more​ ​during​ ​the​ ​year. 

Children​ ​enrolled​ ​or​ ​enrolling​ ​in​ ​these​ ​types​ ​of​ ​programs​ ​must​ ​provide​ ​proof​ ​of​ ​immunizations 
or​ ​have​ ​a​ ​legal​ ​exemption​ ​for: 
 

·​ ​DTaP  ·​ ​Varicella  ·​ ​MMR  ·​ ​Hepatitis​ ​A 

·​ ​Polio  ·​ ​Pneumococcal​ ​(2-24​ ​months)  ·​ ​Hib  ·​ ​Hepatitis​ ​B 

       

       

Dressing​ ​for​ ​school​​ ​​ ​​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​ ​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​    
 
Please​ ​dress​ ​your​ ​child​ ​in​ ​comfortable​ ​play​ ​clothes​ ​that​ ​can​ ​get​ ​paint​ ​or​ ​water​ ​on​ ​them.​ ​Some 
of​ ​our​ ​play​ ​and​ ​projects​ ​get​ ​quite​ ​messy.​ ​Some​ ​of​ ​our​ ​classes​ ​play​ ​outside​ ​every​ ​day​ ​unless​ ​the 
weather​ ​does​ ​not​ ​permit.​ ​Please​ ​dress​ ​your​ ​child​ ​appropriately​ ​for​ ​cold​ ​weather-boots,​ ​mittens, 
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snow​ ​pants,​ ​caps,​ ​warm​ ​coats,​ ​etc.​ ​Footwear​ ​such​ ​as​ ​tennis​ ​shoes​ ​would​ ​be​ ​the​ ​most 
appropriate​ ​choice.​ ​​ ​Please​ ​try​ ​not​ ​to​ ​send​ ​your​ ​child​ ​in​ ​cowboy​ ​boots,​ ​sandals,​ ​or​ ​leather​ ​shoes 
as​ ​they​ ​can​ ​be​ ​difficult​ ​and​ ​can​ ​be​ ​dangerous​ ​for​ ​active​ ​play​ ​activities,​ ​especially​ ​for​ ​outdoor 
play.​ ​​ ​We​ ​will​ ​go​ ​outside​ ​when​ ​the​ ​weather​ ​permits. 
 
Emergency​ ​Closings 
 
The​ ​Skylert​ ​system​ ​will​ ​attempt​ ​to​ ​call​ ​all​ ​Princeton​ ​parents​ ​in​ ​the​ ​event​ ​of​ ​a​ ​delay​ ​or​ ​closing. 
Please​ ​check​ ​the​ ​following​ ​radio​ ​and​ ​television​ ​stations​ ​for​ ​information​ ​related​ ​to​ ​school 
closings​ ​and​ ​late​ ​starts.​ ​We​ ​do​ ​not​ ​have​ ​“delayed”​ ​starts​ ​to​ ​any​ ​of​ ​our​ ​ECFE​ ​classes.​ ​If​ ​there​ ​is 
a​ ​late​ ​start​ ​for​ ​the​ ​district​ ​all​ ​classes​ ​​starting​​ ​BEFORE​ ​10:00am​ ​will​ ​be​ ​cancelled.​ ​​ ​Any​ ​classes 
starting​​ ​AT​ ​or​ ​after​ ​10:00am​ ​will​ ​start​ ​on​ ​time.​ ​If​ ​there​ ​should​ ​happen​ ​to​ ​be​ ​an​ ​early​ ​release, 
your​ ​child​ ​will​ ​need​ ​to​ ​be​ ​picked​ ​up​ ​at​ ​the​ ​televised​ ​time. 
 
Facebook​ ​and​ ​Website:​ ​(fastest​ ​way​ ​to​ ​check) 
Isd477.org​ ​on​ ​the​ ​front​ ​page​ ​of​ ​our​ ​website​ ​we​ ​will​ ​announce​ ​closings  
Follow​ ​“Princeton​ ​Early​ ​childhood” 
 
Radio: 
WCCO​ ​830​ ​AM 
WQPM​ ​1300​ ​AM​ ​/​ ​KLCI​ ​106.1​ ​FM 
KBEK​ ​95.5​ ​FM 
 
Television: 
WCCO-4  KMSP-9 
KSTP-5  KARE-11 
 
 
 
Behavior/Discipline/Classroom​ ​Rules 
Positive​ ​Behavior​ ​Intervention​ ​Supports​ ​(PBIS)​ ​are​ ​taught​ ​and​ ​reinforced​ ​throughout 
the​ ​Princeton​ ​School​ ​District​ ​and​ ​starts​ ​at​ ​ECFE.​ ​This​ ​is​ ​a​ ​Princeton​ ​school-wide 
program.​ ​“TIGER​ ​PRIDE” 

I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​myself 
I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​others 

I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​property 
I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​community 

 
● Undesirable​ ​behavior​ ​will​ ​be​ ​dealt​ ​with​ ​by​ ​teaching​ ​what​ ​is​ ​expected, 

suggesting​ ​alternative​ ​ways​ ​to​ ​handle​ ​a​ ​situation,​ ​​ ​distraction,​ ​and​ ​at​ ​times 
removal​ ​from​ ​an​ ​activity 

● Everyone​ ​will​ ​be​ ​encouraged​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​from​ ​hurting​ ​others​ ​or​ ​themselves 
● Classroom​ ​equipment​ ​and​ ​materials​ ​will​ ​be​ ​used​ ​safely 
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● Desirable​ ​behavior​ ​will​ ​be​ ​encouraged,​ ​with​ ​respectful,​ ​direct​ ​words 
● The​ ​provider​ ​or​ ​teacher​ ​will​ ​get​ ​you​ ​if​ ​your​ ​child​ ​needs​ ​a​ ​diaper​ ​change.​ ​There 

are​ ​bathrooms​ ​with​ ​changing​ ​tables​ ​in​ ​the​ ​classrooms​ ​and​ ​childcare​ ​room. 
Please​ ​double​ ​bag​ ​soiled​ ​diapers​ ​and​ ​after​ ​changing,​ ​please​ ​clean​ ​the​ ​table​ ​with 
the​ ​disinfectant​ ​spray​ ​that​ ​is​ ​provided.  

● The​ ​provider​ ​or​ ​teacher​ ​will​ ​get​ ​the​ ​parent​ ​if​ ​they​ ​feel​ ​your​ ​child​ ​needs​ ​you.  

Snacks 
Children​ ​in​ ​separating​ ​classes​ ​that​ ​are​ ​at​ ​least​ ​1​ ​½​ ​hours​ ​long​ ​may​ ​have​ ​a​ ​healthy​ ​snack.​ ​We 
emphasize​ ​healthy​ ​eating​ ​habits​ ​and​ ​good​ ​manners.​ ​​ ​Parents​ ​will​ ​rotate​ ​bringing​ ​in​ ​healthy 
snacks​ ​for​ ​the​ ​children​ ​in​ ​those​ ​classes​ ​that​ ​offer​ ​it.​ ​(they​ ​will​ ​be​ ​served​ ​water​ ​to​ ​drink) 
 
OUR​ ​CLASSROOMS​ ​ARE​ ​PEANUT​ ​AWARE​…We​ ​do​ ​not​ ​allow​ ​children​ ​to​ ​bring​ ​peanut 
products​ ​or​ ​any​ ​products​ ​manufactured​ ​in​ ​a​ ​factory​ ​that​ ​uses​ ​peanuts,​ ​however,​ ​we​ ​cannot 
control​ ​cross​ ​contamination​ ​of​ ​food​ ​items.​ ​​ ​We​ ​are​ ​a​ ​peanut​ ​​aware​​ ​building.   

 

This​ ​and​ ​that 
● Suspected​ ​Child​ ​Abuse:​​ ​​Everyone​ ​who​ ​works​ ​with​ ​children​ ​and​ ​families​ ​is​ ​a​ ​mandated 

reporter​ ​of​ ​child​ ​neglect,​ ​emotional,​ ​physical​ ​or​ ​sexual​ ​abuse.​ ​All​ ​early​ ​childhood​ ​staff 
members​ ​are​ ​all​ ​mandated​ ​reporters.​ ​(as​ ​specified​ ​by​ ​Minnesota​ ​Statutes) 

● Unusual​ ​Circumstances:​​ ​If​ ​there​ ​are​ ​any​ ​circumstances​ ​at​ ​home,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​illness​ ​or 
death,​ ​​ ​vacations,​ ​or​ ​changes​ ​in​ ​childcare​ ​arrangements,​ ​please​ ​notify​ ​the​ ​teachers​ ​so 
that​ ​they​ ​are​ ​aware. 

● Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Parent​ ​Advisory​ ​Council:​ ​​​ ​The​ ​advisory​ ​council​ ​is​ ​a​ ​group​ ​of​ ​people 
that​ ​offer​ ​advice​ ​and​ ​suggestions​ ​relating​ ​to​ ​our​ ​early​ ​childhood​ ​programs.​ ​Advisory 
council​ ​activities​ ​include​ ​promoting​ ​and​ ​carrying​ ​out​ ​projects​ ​and​ ​activities​ ​that​ ​support 
the​ ​goals​ ​of​ ​early​ ​childhood​ ​programs.​ ​Any​ ​parent​ ​with​ ​children​ ​in​ ​a​ ​school​ ​district​ ​early 
childhood​ ​program​ ​can​ ​become​ ​a​ ​council​ ​member.​ ​Advisory​ ​meetings​ ​are​ ​held 
approximately​ ​5​ ​times​ ​per​ ​year.​ ​Onsite​ ​childcare​ ​is​ ​offered​ ​at​ ​no​ ​cost​ ​to​ ​council 
members​ ​during​ ​meetings.​ ​Please​ ​call​ ​763-389-6197​ ​to​ ​register​ ​for​ ​this​ ​class​ ​or 
register​ ​online​ ​at​ ​​www.isd477.​org​ ​​ ​under​ ​community,​ ​community​ ​education​ ​and​ ​then 
early​ ​childhood​ ​ECFE.  

● Photos​ ​in​ ​school/district​ ​publications:​​ ​​Throughout​ ​the​ ​year,​ ​photographs​ ​are​ ​taken​ ​in 
classrooms​ ​and​ ​at​ ​school​ ​activities.​ ​Some​ ​of​ ​these​ ​may​ ​be​ ​published​ ​in​ ​local 
newspapers,​ ​Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Family​ ​Center​ ​or​ ​District​ ​477​ ​publications.​ ​Parents​ ​may 
request​ ​that​ ​their​ ​children’s​ ​photographs​ ​and​ ​identifying​ ​names​ ​not​ ​be​ ​published. 
Please​ ​make​ ​your​ ​written​ ​request​ ​to​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​teacher.  

Please​ ​like​ ​Princeton​ ​Early​ ​Childhood,​ ​Princeton​ ​Community​ ​Education​ ​and​ ​Princeton​ ​Public 
Schools​ ​on​ ​facebook.​ ​​ ​We​ ​post​ ​upcoming​ ​events​ ​and​ ​reminders​ ​often​ ​and​ ​it​ ​is​ ​a​ ​great​ ​way​ ​to​ ​stay 
connected​ ​to​ ​the​ ​schools.​ ​​ ​Last​ ​minute​ ​changes​ ​and​ ​information​ ​is​ ​usually​ ​posted​ ​here​ ​first,​ ​especially 
closings,​ ​late​ ​starts​ ​and​ ​early​ ​releases​ ​due​ ​to​ ​inclement​ ​weather. 

 

33

http://www.isd477.com/


 

​ ​​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​Preschool 
 

Parent​ ​Handbook 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
34



 

Just​ ​Playing 
When​ ​I​ ​am​ ​building​ ​in​ ​the​ ​block​ ​room, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​say,​ ​“I’m​ ​just​ ​playing.” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

About​ ​balance​ ​and​ ​shapes. 
 

When​ ​I’m​ ​getting​ ​all​ ​dressed​ ​up, 
Setting​ ​the​ ​table,​ ​caring​ ​for​ ​the​ ​babies, 

Don’t​ ​get​ ​the​ ​idea​ ​I’m​ ​“just​ ​playing”. 
I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​mother​ ​or​ ​a​ ​father​ ​someday. 

 
When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​up​ ​to​ ​my​ ​elbows​ ​in​ ​paint, 

Or​ ​standing​ ​at​ ​the​ ​easel,​ ​or​ ​molding​ ​and​ ​shaping​ ​clay, 
Please​ ​don’t​ ​let​ ​me​ ​hear​ ​you​ ​say,​ ​“He’s​ ​just​ ​playing” 

For​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 
I’m​ ​expressing​ ​myself​ ​and​ ​being​ ​creative, 
I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​an​ ​artist​ ​or​ ​an​ ​inventor​ ​someday. 

 
When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​sitting​ ​in​ ​a​ ​chair 
“Reading​ ​to​ ​an​ ​imaginary​ ​audience, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​laugh​ ​and​ ​think​ ​I’m,​ ​“just​ ​playing” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​teacher​ ​someday. 
 

When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​combing​ ​the​ ​bushes​ ​for​ ​bugs, 
Or​ ​packing​ ​my​ ​pockets​ ​with​ ​choice​ ​things​ ​I​ ​find, 

Don’t​ ​pass​ ​it​ ​off​ ​as​ ​“just​ ​playing”. 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​scientist​ ​someday. 
 

When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​engrossed​ ​in​ ​a​ ​puzzle, 
Or,​ ​“plaything”​ ​at​ ​my​ ​school, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​feel​ ​the​ ​time​ ​is​ ​wasted​ ​in​ ​“play” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I’m​ ​learning​ ​to​ ​solve​ ​problems​ ​and​ ​concentrate. 
I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​in​ ​business​ ​someday. 

 
When​ ​you​ ​see​ ​me​ ​cooking​ ​or​ ​tasting​ ​foods, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​think​ ​that​ ​because​ ​I​ ​enjoy​ ​it,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​just​ ​“play” 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play 
I’m​ ​learning​ ​how​ ​my​ ​body​ ​works. 

I​ ​may​ ​be​ ​a​ ​doctor,​ ​nurse​ ​or​ ​athlete​ ​someday. 
 

When​ ​you​ ​ask​ ​me​ ​what​ ​I’ve​ ​done​ ​at​ ​school​ ​today, 
And​ ​I​ ​say​ ​“I​ ​played”, 

Please​ ​don’t​ ​misunderstand​ ​me 
For,​ ​you​ ​see,​ ​I’m​ ​learning​ ​as​ ​I​ ​play. 

I’m​ ​learning​ ​to​ ​be​ ​successful​ ​in​ ​work. 
I’m​ ​preparing​ ​for​ ​tomorrow. 

Today,​ ​I’m​ ​a​ ​child​ ​and​ ​my​ ​work​ ​is​ ​play. 
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Contact​ ​Information 
Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Coordinator/Community​ ​Education​ ​Director 
Gwen​ ​Anderson ​ ​gwen.anderson@isd477.org 

Teachers 
Kaela​ ​Gallup​ ​:  kaela.gallup@isd477.org 

Kelsie​ ​Hasser:  kelsie.hasser@isd477.org 

Tiffany​ ​Glaser​:  tiffany.glaser@isd477.org 
Amy​ ​Howard: amy.korkemeier-howard@isd477.org 

Crissy​ ​McCullough crissy.mccullough@isd477.org 

Maricela​ ​Peterson: maricela.peterson@isd477.org 

Nancy​ ​Nelson: nancy.nelson@isd477.org  

Special​ ​Education​ ​Teachers  
JoEllen​ ​Olson​: joellen.olson@isd477.org 

Terri​ ​Lorentz​: terri.lorentz@isd477.org 
Kathy​ ​Kleinmeyer​: kathleen.kleinmeyer@isd477.org  

Kit​ ​Girtz: kit.girtz@isd477.org 

JoAnn​ ​Moats: joann.moats@isd477.org 

Carrie​ ​Grammond:  carrie.grammond@isd477.org 

Heather​ ​Wooley​: heather.demars@isd477.org 

Micki​ ​Peterson: michelle.peterson@isd477.org 

Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Screening​ ​Coordinator/Program​ ​Specialist 
Mary​ ​Patnode:  mary.patnode@isd477.org 
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About​ ​our​ ​program 
Our​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​preschool​ ​program​ ​offers​ ​children​ ​a​ ​variety​ ​of​ ​fun​ ​and​ ​educational 
activities​ ​designed​ ​to​ ​stimulate​ ​their​ ​social​ ​and​ ​intellectual​ ​development​ ​as​ ​they​ ​move 
along​ ​the​ ​road​ ​to​ ​kindergarten.​ ​In​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand,​ ​children​ ​will​ ​be​ ​able​ ​to​ ​explore​ ​the 
areas​ ​of​ ​art,​ ​music,​ ​dramatic​ ​play,​ ​physical​ ​fitness​ ​and​ ​literature​ ​along​ ​with​ ​developing 
their​ ​cognitive​ ​skills​ ​that​ ​include​ ​language​ ​and​ ​problem-solving​ ​abilities.​ ​Experiences​ ​in 
these​ ​areas​ ​help​ ​build​ ​self-confidence,​ ​which​ ​is​ ​very​ ​beneficial​ ​to​ ​achieving​ ​success​ ​in 
school.  
 
Our​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​Preschool​ ​Programs​ ​give​ ​children​ ​these​ ​opportunities​ ​in​ ​a​ ​fun​ ​and 
caring​ ​environment.​ ​Children​ ​must​ ​be​ ​3​ ​years​ ​of​ ​age​ ​by​ ​September​ ​1st​ ​of​ ​the​ ​fall​ ​that 
they​ ​enroll​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​Preschool​ ​Programs.​ ​​ ​We​ ​have​ ​recently​ ​added​ ​a​ ​one​ ​day 
options​ ​for​ ​children​ ​turning​ ​3​ ​years​ ​of​ ​age​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​school​ ​year.   
Call​ ​Mary​ ​Patnode​ ​for​ ​more​ ​information​ ​on​ ​these​ ​mid-year​ ​options.​ ​​ ​​ ​The​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand 
Preschool​ ​Program​ ​runs​ ​September​ ​through​ ​May. 

 

Curriculum 
At​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​preschool​ ​our​ ​curriculum​ ​aligns​ ​with​ ​kindergarten​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Minnesota 
Early​ ​Childhood​ ​State​ ​Standards​ ​or​ ​"Indicators​ ​of​ ​Progress."​ ​ ​ ​The​ ​following​ ​programs 
are​ ​used​ ​for​ ​teaching​ ​and​ ​assessment:​ ​  
 

● Everyday​ ​Math​ ​Curriculum 
● McGraw-Hill​ ​Little​ ​Treasures​ ​pre-K​ ​program​ ​or​ ​HMH​ ​Splash​ ​into​ ​Pre-K 
● Student​ ​progress​ ​reporting​ ​and​ ​portfolio 
● Book​ ​Nook​ ​by​ ​CEFEL​ ​for​ ​Social/Emotional​ ​development 
● Handwriting​ ​Without​ ​Tears 

 

Assessment 
We​ ​are​ ​proud​ ​to​ ​now​ ​be​ ​using​ ​a​ ​state​ ​approved​ ​online​ ​assessment​ ​tool​ ​called, 
“Teaching​ ​Strategies​ ​Gold.”​ ​This​ ​is​ ​within​ ​state​ ​standards​ ​and​ ​will​ ​give​ ​us​ ​a​ ​clear 
picture​ ​of​ ​an​ ​individual​ ​child’s​ ​growth.​ ​​ ​You​ ​will​ ​see​ ​the​ ​assessment​ ​results​ ​at​ ​each​ ​of 
your​ ​preschool​ ​parent​ ​conferences. 
 

Please​ ​like​​ ​Princeton​ ​Early​ ​Childhood​,​ ​Princeton​ ​Community​ ​Education​ ​and 
Princeton​ ​Public​ ​Schools​ ​on​ ​facebook.​ ​​ ​We​ ​post​ ​upcoming​ ​events​ ​and​ ​reminders​ ​often 
and​ ​it​ ​is​ ​a​ ​great​ ​way​ ​to​ ​stay​ ​connected​ ​to​ ​the​ ​schools.​ ​​ ​Last​ ​minute​ ​changes​ ​and 
information​ ​is​ ​usually​ ​posted​ ​here​ ​first.   
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Policies​ ​and​ ​Procedures 
 

Drop​ ​off/pickup 
All ​ ​of​ ​our ​ ​students​ ​that​ ​do​ ​not​ ​ride​ ​the​ ​bus​ ​are​ ​picked​ ​up​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Family ​ ​Center​ ​gym. 
Parents ​ ​sign ​ ​their​ ​student ​ ​in​ ​and​ ​out ​ ​on​ ​the​ ​iPads​ ​provided.​ ​​ ​​ ​They ​ ​are​ ​on​ ​the​ ​table​ ​just 
outside ​ ​the ​ ​gym ​ ​and ​ ​labeled​ ​by​ ​classroom ​ ​symbol​ ​(strawberry,​ ​watermelon​ ​etc.).​ ​​ ​​ ​The 
persons ​ ​authorized ​ ​to​ ​pick​ ​up​ ​your ​ ​child​ ​are​ ​listed​ ​and​ ​accessible​ ​to​ ​our​ ​staff.​ ​​ ​Please 
sign ​ ​your ​ ​child​ ​in​ ​and ​ ​out ​ ​everyday ​ ​they​ ​are​ ​at​ ​preschool.​ ​​ ​You​ ​have​ ​listed​ ​the​ ​persons 
authorized ​ ​to​ ​pick ​ ​up ​ ​your ​ ​child​ ​on​ ​the​ ​online​ ​enrollment ​ ​form.​ ​​ ​You​ ​can​ ​go​ ​into​ ​your 
profile ​ ​and ​ ​adjust​ ​these​ ​by​ ​going​ ​to​ ​the​ ​webstore​ ​on​ ​our​ ​website​ ​and​ ​​logging​ ​in​.   
 
Be ​ ​prompt ​ ​when ​ ​dropping​ ​off ​ ​and​ ​picking​ ​up​ ​your​ ​child.​ ​Many ​ ​children​ ​become​ ​anxious​ ​if 
their ​ ​parent ​ ​isn’t ​ ​there​ ​at​ ​the​ ​completion​ ​of​ ​class​ ​and​ ​other​ ​children​ ​and​ ​parents​ ​begin 
to ​ ​leave.​ ​If​ ​you ​ ​are ​ ​unavoidably​ ​delayed,​ ​please​ ​call ​ ​763-389-6198 ​ ​or​ ​763-389-6168. 
Signing ​ ​in ​ ​and​ ​out ​ ​is ​ ​required​ ​for ​ ​emergency​ ​purposes.  
 
**​Should​ ​you​ ​be​ ​late​ ​on​ ​more​ ​than​ ​one​ ​occasion​ ​-​ ​your​ ​child​ ​will​ ​be​ ​waiting​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Community​ ​Education 
office​ ​for​ ​pick​ ​up​ ​for​ ​10​ ​minutes​ ​and​ ​will​ ​then​ ​be​ ​taken​ ​to​ ​Tiger​ ​Club​ ​childcare.​ ​ You​ ​will​ ​be​ ​charged​ ​a​ ​Tiger 
Club​ ​rate​ ​of​ ​$12.  
 
 

Paying​ ​tuition 
To​ ​pay​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​tuition​ ​please​ ​go​ ​the​ ​the​ ​Web​ ​Store​ ​which​ ​can​ ​be​ ​found​ ​on​ ​the 
district​ ​website​ ​under​ ​​Family​ ​Logins​ ​-​ ​revtrak.​​ ​​ ​You​ ​will​ ​receive​ ​monthly​ ​email​ ​invoices. 
As​ ​a​ ​new​ ​feature​ ​to​ ​parents​ ​please​ ​call​ ​Mary​ ​Patnode​ ​at​ ​763-389-6198​ ​to​ ​set​ ​up​ ​your 
account​ ​for​ ​auto​ ​deduct.​ ​​ ​This​ ​will​ ​automatically​ ​make​ ​payment​ ​monthly​ ​from​ ​a 
designated​ ​checking​ ​account​ ​or​ ​credit​ ​card​ ​for​ ​you. 
 
Illness​ ​and​ ​Accident​ ​Policy  

● Emergency​ ​procedure​ ​sheets​ ​need​ ​to​ ​be​ ​filled​ ​in​ ​by​ ​the​ ​parents/guardians​ ​upon 
the​ ​child’s​ ​entrance​ ​into​ ​the​ ​program​ ​(and​ ​updated​ ​when​ ​necessary). 

 
● Please​ ​notify​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​staff​ ​or​ ​Community​ ​Education​ ​if​ ​your​ ​child​ ​will​ ​not 

be​ ​in​ ​attendance​ ​for​ ​any​ ​reason.​ ​​ ​​ ​This​ ​can​ ​be​ ​done​ ​by​ ​going​ ​to​ ​the​ ​​isd477 
website​ ​under​ ​Family​ ​Center​ ​under​ ​Early​ ​childhood​ ​and​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​preschool. 
There​ ​is​ ​a​ ​green​ ​button​ ​to​ ​email​ ​our​ ​office. 

 
● If​ ​your​ ​child​ ​becomes​ ​ill​ ​at​ ​school,​ ​you​ ​will​ ​be​ ​called​ ​to​ ​pick​ ​up​ ​your​ ​child. 

 
● A​ ​child​ ​should​ ​not​ ​be​ ​brought​ ​to​ ​school​ ​if​ ​any​ ​type​ ​of​ ​illness,​ ​infectious​ ​or 

communicable​ ​disease​ ​is​ ​evident.​ ​Do​ ​not​ ​bring​ ​your​ ​child​ ​to​ ​class​ ​if: 
○ In​ ​the​ ​past​ ​24​ ​hours,​ ​he/she​ ​has​ ​had​ ​a​ ​fever,​ ​diarrhea​ ​or​ ​vomited 
○ Your​ ​child​ ​is​ ​suspected​ ​of​ ​having​ ​a​ ​contagious​ ​illness 

​ ​such​ ​as​ ​pink​ ​eye,​ ​chicken​ ​pox,​ ​etc. 
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● While​ ​under​ ​supervision,​ ​Hand​ ​in​ ​Hand​ ​staff​ ​will​ ​take​ ​whatever​ ​emergency 

measures​ ​are​ ​judged​ ​necessary​ ​for​ ​the​ ​care​ ​and​ ​protection​ ​of​ ​your​ ​child.​ ​In​ ​case 
of​ ​a​ ​medical​ ​emergency,​ ​your​ ​child​ ​will​ ​be​ ​transported​ ​to​ ​an​ ​appropriate​ ​medical 
facility.​ ​Parents/Guardians​ ​will​ ​be​ ​notified​ ​as​ ​soon​ ​as​ ​possible.​ ​Any​ ​expense 
incurred​ ​will​ ​be​ ​the​ ​responsibility​ ​of​ ​the​ ​child’s​ ​family. 
 

● It​ ​is​ ​the​ ​responsibility​ ​of​ ​the​ ​parent​ ​to​ ​inform​ ​staff​ ​in​ ​writing​ ​of​ ​any​ ​health​ ​or 
medical​ ​conditions,​ ​relative​ ​to​ ​the​ ​child’s​ ​participation​ ​in​ ​the​ ​program. 
 

● Severe​ ​allergies​ ​should​ ​be​ ​indicated​ ​on​ ​the​ ​“Emergency​ ​Information​ ​Form”​ ​and 
please​ ​verbally​ ​inform​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​teacher​ ​so​ ​that​ ​we​ ​can​ ​take​ ​necessary 
precautions. 

 
● Lice​ ​is​ ​considered​ ​an​ ​inconvenience​ ​and​ ​does​ ​not​ ​constitute​ ​keeping​ ​children 

home​ ​from​ ​school.​ ​​ ​Parents​ ​often​ ​times​ ​choose​ ​to​ ​do​ ​so​ ​however.​ ​​ ​Please​ ​keep 
your​ ​child​ ​home​ ​if​ ​they​ ​have​ ​live​ ​lice​ ​or​ ​an​ ​increasing​ ​number​ ​of​ ​nits.   

 
● Latex​ ​-​ ​due​ ​to​ ​an​ ​increasing​ ​incidence​ ​of​ ​latex​ ​(rubber)​ ​allergies,​ ​non-latex 

balloons,​ ​gloves,​ ​and​ ​band-aids​ ​will​ ​be​ ​used​ ​during​ ​the​ ​school​ ​day​ ​in​ ​all​ ​school 
buildings.  

 
Our​ ​classrooms​ ​are​ ​peanut/nut​ ​aware 
We​ ​do​ ​not​ ​allow​ ​children​ ​to​ ​bring​ ​peanut/nut​ ​products​ ​or​ ​any​ ​products​ ​manufactured​ ​in 
a​ ​factory​ ​that​ ​uses​ ​peanuts,​ ​however,​ ​we​ ​cannot​ ​control​ ​cross​ ​contamination​ ​of​ ​food 
items.​ ​​ ​We​ ​are​ ​a​ ​peanut/nut​ ​aware​ ​building.   
 
 

Immunizations  
New​ ​to​ ​Minnesota’s​ ​Immunization​ ​Law​ ​are​ ​early​ ​childhood​ ​programs​ ​ ​​which​ ​include 
programs​ ​that​ ​provide​ ​instructional​ ​or​ ​other​ ​services​ ​to​ ​support​ ​children’s​ ​learning​ ​and 
development​ ​and: 
·​​ ​​Serve​ ​children​ ​from​ ​birth​ ​to​ ​kindergarten. 
·​​ ​​Meet​ ​at​ ​least​ ​once​ ​a​ ​week​ ​for​ ​at​ ​least​ ​six​ ​weeks​ ​or​ ​more​ ​during​ ​the​ ​year. 

Children​ ​enrolled​ ​or​ ​enrolling​ ​in​ ​these​ ​types​ ​of​ ​programs​ ​must​ ​provide​ ​proof​ ​of 
immunizations​ ​or​ ​have​ ​a​ ​legal​ ​exemption​ ​for: 
·​ ​DTaP  ·​ ​Varicella  ·​ ​MMR  ·​ ​Hepatitis​ ​A 

·​ ​Polio  ·​ ​Pneumococcal​ ​(2-24​ ​months)  ·​ ​Hib  ·​ ​Hepatitis​ ​B 
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Dressing​ ​for​ ​school     
Please​ ​dress​ ​your​ ​child​ ​in​ ​comfortable​ ​play​ ​clothes​ ​that​ ​can​ ​get​ ​paint​ ​or​ ​water​ ​on​ ​them. 
Some​ ​of​ ​our​ ​play​ ​and​ ​projects​ ​get​ ​quite​ ​messy.​ ​We​ ​play​ ​outside​ ​every​ ​day​ ​unless​ ​the 
weather​ ​does​ ​not​ ​permit.​ ​Please​ ​dress​ ​your​ ​child​ ​appropriately​ ​for​ ​cold​ ​weather-boots, 
mittens,​ ​snow​ ​pants,​ ​caps,​ ​warm​ ​coats,​ ​etc.​ ​Footwear​ ​such​ ​as​ ​tennis​ ​shoes​ ​would​ ​be 
the​ ​most​ ​appropriate​ ​choice.​ ​​ ​Please​ ​try​ ​not​ ​to​ ​send​ ​your​ ​child​ ​in​ ​cowboy​ ​boots, 
sandals,​ ​or​ ​leather​ ​shoes​ ​as​ ​they​ ​can​ ​be​ ​difficult​ ​and​ ​can​ ​be​ ​dangerous​ ​for​ ​active​ ​play 
activities,​ ​especially​ ​for​ ​outdoor​ ​play.​ ​​ ​We​ ​will​ ​go​ ​outside​ ​when​ ​the​ ​weather​ ​is​ ​higher 
than​ ​-5​ ​including​ ​wind​ ​chill.  
 
 
 
Emergency​ ​Closings 
The​ ​Skylert​ ​system​ ​will​ ​attempt​ ​to​ ​call​ ​all​ ​Princeton​ ​homes​ ​in​ ​the​ ​event​ ​of​ ​a​ ​delay​ ​or 
closing.​ ​Please​ ​check​ ​the​ ​following​ ​radio​ ​and​ ​television​ ​stations​ ​for​ ​information​ ​related 
to​ ​school​ ​closings​ ​and​ ​late​ ​starts.​ ​If​ ​there​ ​is​ ​a​ ​late​ ​start,​ ​all​ ​8:00​ ​am​ ​morning​ ​classes​ ​will 
be​ ​cancelled.​ ​​ ​We​ ​do​ ​not​ ​have​ ​“delayed”​ ​starts​ ​to​ ​any​ ​preschool​ ​class.​ ​​ ​​ ​Any​ ​class 
starting​​ ​after​ ​10:00am​ ​will​ ​start​ ​on​ ​time.​ ​If​ ​there​ ​should​ ​happen​ ​to​ ​be​ ​an​ ​early​ ​release, 
your​ ​child​ ​will​ ​need​ ​to​ ​be​ ​picked​ ​up​ ​at​ ​the​ ​televised​ ​time.​ ​​ ​Visit​ ​the​ ​​district​ ​website 
and/or​ ​the​ ​​facebook.com/isd477 
 
Radio: 
WCCO​ ​830​ ​AM 
WQPM​ ​1300​ ​AM​ ​/​ ​KLCI​ ​106.1​ ​FM 
KBEK​ ​95.5​ ​FM 
Television: 
WCCO-4  KMSP 
KSTP-5  KARE-11 
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Behavior/Discipline 
Positive​ ​Behavior​ ​Intervention​ ​Supports​ ​(PBIS)​ ​are​ ​taught​ ​and​ ​reinforced​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Hand​ ​in 
Hand​ ​Preschool.​ ​This​ ​is​ ​a​ ​Princeton​ ​school-wide​ ​program.​ ​“TIGER​ ​PRIDE” 

I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​myself 
I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​others 

I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​property 
I​ ​will​ ​respect​ ​community 

● Undesirable​ ​behavior​ ​are​ ​considered​ ​teachable​ ​moments​ ​and​ ​will​ ​be​ ​dealt​ ​with 
by​ ​replacing​ ​behaviors​ ​that​ ​are​ ​acceptable.​ ​​ ​At​ ​times​ ​we​ ​use​ ​redirection​ ​or 
removal​ ​​ ​from​ ​an​ ​activity,​ ​suggesting​ ​alternative​ ​ways​ ​to​ ​handle​ ​a​ ​situation,​ ​or 
distraction 

● Everyone​ ​will​ ​be​ ​encouraged​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​from​ ​hurting​ ​others​ ​or​ ​themselves 
● Classroom​ ​equipment​ ​and​ ​materials​ ​will​ ​be​ ​used​ ​safely 
● Desirable​ ​behavior​ ​will​ ​be​ ​encouraged,​ ​with​ ​respectful,​ ​direct​ ​words​ ​to​ ​teach 

language​ ​around​ ​managing​ ​situations 
● Parents​ ​will​ ​be​ ​consulted​ ​if​ ​a​ ​undesirable​ ​behaviors​ ​are​ ​harmful​ ​and​ ​persisting 

 
Snacks   
The​ ​younger​ ​we​ ​start​ ​teaching​ ​healthy​ ​eating​ ​habits​ ​the​ ​better.​ ​​ ​Healthy​ ​and​ ​active 
lifestyles​ ​will​ ​create​ ​better​ ​students.​ ​​ ​Healthy​ ​eating​ ​can​ ​stabilize​ ​children’s​ ​energy, 
sharpen​ ​their​ ​minds​ ​and​ ​even​ ​out​ ​their​ ​moods.​ ​​ ​Nutrition​ ​is​ ​essential​ ​for​ ​the​ ​brain​ ​to 
perform​ ​at​ ​its​ ​peak​ ​and​ ​eating​ ​properly​ ​is​ ​one​ ​of​ ​the​ ​easiest​ ​ways​ ​to​ ​improve 
performance​ ​in​ ​school. 
All​ ​children​ ​will​ ​take​ ​turns​ ​bringing​ ​in​ ​a​ ​healthy​ ​snack​ ​to​ ​class.​ ​We​ ​follow​ ​strict​ ​snack 
guidelines​ ​that​ ​will​ ​need​ ​to​ ​be​ ​followed.​ ​If​ ​your​ ​child​ ​brings​ ​a​ ​snack​ ​that​ ​is​ ​not​ ​on​ ​​our 
snack​ ​list​,​ ​the​ ​snack​ ​will​ ​be​​ ​sent​ ​home.​ ​​ ​​If​ ​you​ ​have​ ​any​ ​ideas​ ​to​ ​add​ ​to​ ​our​ ​approved 
and​ ​healthy​ ​snack​ ​list,​ ​please​ ​share​ ​your​ ​ideas​ ​with​ ​us!  
Guidelines​ ​for​ ​snacks: 

● Need​ ​to​ ​be​ ​purchased​ ​for​ ​the​ ​store​ ​and​ ​unopened.​ ​​ ​For​ ​safety​ ​reasons, 
unfortunately​ ​we​ ​can​ ​not​ ​accept​ ​homemade​ ​foods. 

● We​ ​strongly​ ​encourage​ ​whole​ ​fruits​ ​and/or​ ​vegetables​ ​as​ ​your​ ​first​ ​choice. 
Please​ ​leave​ ​them​ ​in​ ​their​ ​original​ ​package​ ​and​ ​we​ ​will​ ​clean​ ​and​ ​cut​ ​them​ ​for 
you. 

● Bring​ ​enough​ ​for​ ​the​ ​entire​ ​classroom.   
● OUR​ ​CLASSROOMS​ ​ARE​ ​PEANUT​ ​AWARE…this​ ​includes​ ​products​ ​made​ ​in​ ​a 

factory​ ​that​ ​could​ ​come​ ​in​ ​contact​ ​with​ ​peanuts,​ ​please​ ​read​ ​labels​ ​very 
carefully.   

● When​ ​buying​ ​whole​ ​fruits​ ​and/or​ ​vegetables​ ​please​ ​leave​ ​them​ ​whole​ ​and​ ​in 
their​ ​package,​ ​our​ ​staff​ ​will​ ​cut​ ​them​ ​up​ ​here.  
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This​ ​and​ ​that 
 
 

Suspected​ ​Child​ ​Abuse​:​​ ​Everyone​ ​who​ ​works​ ​with​ ​children​ ​and​ ​families​ ​is​ ​a 
mandated​ ​reporter​ ​of​ ​child​ ​neglect,​ ​emotional,​ ​physical​ ​or​ ​sexual​ ​abuse.​ ​Hand​ ​in 
Hand​ ​preschool​ ​staff​ ​members​ ​are​ ​all​ ​mandated​ ​reporters.​ ​(as​ ​specified​ ​by 
Minnesota​ ​Statutes) 
Personal​ ​items​ ​(toys)​:​​ ​Please​ ​leave​ ​all​ ​personal​ ​items​ ​such​ ​as​ ​toys​ ​at​ ​home 
unless​ ​otherwise​ ​discussed.  
Conferences​:​​ ​conferences​ ​are​ ​held​ ​twice​ ​per​ ​year.​ ​Please​ ​make​ ​every​ ​attempt​ ​to 
participate​ ​in​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​conference.​ ​One​ ​day​ ​preschool​ ​conferences​ ​are​ ​offered 
during​ ​a​ ​class​ ​session​ ​as​ ​parents​ ​attend​ ​with​ ​children.   
Self-toileting​:​​ ​children​ ​in​ ​our​ ​hand​ ​in​ ​hand​ ​programs​ ​are​ ​expected​ ​to​ ​be 
self-toileting.​ ​We,​ ​of​ ​course,​ ​understand​ ​that​ ​accidents​ ​can​ ​happen​ ​and​ ​we​ ​are 
prepared​ ​for​ ​that.  
Unusual​ ​Circumstances​:​ ​​If​ ​there​ ​are​ ​any​ ​circumstances​ ​at​ ​home,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​illness 
or​ ​death,​ ​parents’​ ​vacations,​ ​or​ ​changes​ ​in​ ​childcare​ ​arrangements,​ ​please​ ​notify 
the​ ​teachers​ ​so​ ​that​ ​they​ ​can​ ​help​ ​your​ ​child​ ​adjust​ ​more​ ​easily​ ​to​ ​the​ ​situation. 
Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Screening​:​​ ​every​ ​child​ ​entering​ ​preschool​ ​needs​ ​to​ ​attend​ ​EC 
screening.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​are​ ​unsure​ ​if​ ​your​ ​child​ ​has​ ​done​ ​this​ ​or​ ​need​ ​to​ ​schedule​ ​an 
appointment,​ ​please​ ​call​ ​763-389-6168​ ​or​ ​request​ ​an​ ​appointment​ ​​online​.​ ​​ ​We 
need​ ​to​ ​get​ ​the​ ​screening​ ​done​ ​within​ ​45​ ​days​ ​of​ ​their​ ​first​ ​day​ ​of​ ​preschool.  
Birthday​ ​Celebrations​:​​ ​To​ ​help​ ​comply​ ​with​ ​our​ ​nutrition​ ​guidelines,​ ​we​ ​will​ ​not 
be​ ​celebrating​ ​birthdays​ ​with​ ​special​ ​birthday​ ​treats,​ ​i.e​ ​cupcakes.​ ​Instead,​ ​the 
class​ ​will​ ​celebrate​ ​your​ ​child’s​ ​birthday​ ​in​ ​a​ ​different​ ​and​ ​special​ ​way.​ ​Each 
classroom​ ​will​ ​celebrate​ ​differently,​ ​and​ ​your​ ​teacher​ ​will​ ​let​ ​you​ ​know​ ​specifics.   
Photos​ ​in​ ​school/district​ ​publications:​​ ​​Throughout​ ​the​ ​year,​ ​photographs​ ​are 
taken​ ​in​ ​classrooms​ ​and​ ​at​ ​school​ ​activities.​ ​Some​ ​of​ ​these​ ​may​ ​be​ ​published​ ​in 
local​ ​newspapers,​ ​Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Family​ ​Center​ ​or​ ​District​ ​477​ ​publications​ ​and 
posted​ ​on​ ​Facebook.​ ​Parents​ ​may​ ​request​ ​that​ ​their​ ​child’s​ ​photographs​ ​and 
identifying​ ​names​ ​not​ ​be​ ​published.​ ​Please​ ​make​ ​your​ ​written​ ​request​ ​to​ ​your 
child’s​ ​teacher.  
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Resolved, the Princeton Public School Board approves the establishment and maintenance of the 

Princeton School Forest and outdoor classroom comprising: 

6 acres all located within the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 28, Township 36, Range 26, Mille Lacs County 

described as: 

The Forest: approximately 2 acres starting at the northeast corner of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ Wthen 

proceeding west for 529 feet to the point of beginning. Then south 190 feet, then west 128 feet, then 

northwesterly 60° for 130 feet, then west 349 feet, then northwesterly 40° for 165 feet, then east 393 

feet, then south 100 feet, then east 150 feet, then north 100 feet, then east 159 feet to the point of 

beginning.  

The Prairie: approximately 1 acres starting at the northeast corner of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ then 

proceeding west for 649 feet, then south 570 feet to the point of beginning. Then south 60 feet, then 

west 195 feet, then northwesterly 50° for 70 feet, then west 84 feet, then southwesterly 43° for 64 feet, 

then west 70 feet then northwesterly 15° for 87 feet, then east 282 feet, then south 20 feet, then east 

185 feet. 

And the Pioneer: approximately 3 acres starting at the northeast corner of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ then 

proceeding south 812 feet to the point of beginning. Then south 438 feet, then west 398 feet, then 

northeasterly 13° for 439 feet, then east 300 feet to the point of beginning.  

and supports enrollment of said school forest in the Minnesota DNR School Forest Program for 

educational purposes. 
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6 acres all located within the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 28, Township 36, Range 26, Mille Lacs County 

described as: 

Approximately 2 acres starting at the northeast corner of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ Wthen proceeding west 

for 529 feet to the point of beginning. Then south 190 feet, then west 128 feet, then northwesterly 60° 

for 130 feet, then west 349 feet, then northwesterly 40° for 165 feet, then east 393 feet, then south 100 

feet, then east 150 feet, then north 100 feet, then east 159 feet to the point of beginning.  

Approximately 1 acres starting at the northeast corner of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ then proceeding west 

for 649 feet, then south 570 feet to the point of beginning. Then south 60 feet, then west 195 feet, then 

northwesterly 50° for 70 feet, then west 84 feet, then southwesterly 43° for 64 feet, then west 70 feet 

then northwesterly 15° for 87 feet, then east 282 feet, then south 20 feet, then east 185 feet. 

Approximately 3 acres starting at the northeast corner of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ then proceeding south 

812 feet to the point of beginning. Then south 438 feet, then west 398 feet, then northeasterly 13° for 

439 feet, then east 300 feet to the point of beginning.  
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