
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 

IN DAKOTA COUNTY 

 

 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING Wednesday, February 17, 2016 
  

 

AGENDA: 

I. Call to Order - Vice Chair Erickson  

II. Conduct Pledge of Allegiance - Vice Chair Erickson  

III. Visitors opportunity to be heard - Vice Chair Erickson  

IV. Additions to the agenda - Vice Chair Erickson  

V. Good News Report - Directors 2 

VI. Consent Items - Vice Chair Erickson  

A. Minutes, January 5, 2016 - Regular School Board Meeting - John Christiansen 7 

B. Minutes, January 19, 2016 - School Board Special Meeting - John Christiansen 9 

C. Personnel Considerations - John Christiansen 11 

VII. Donations 22 

VIII. Business Manager’s Report - Nicolle Roush  

A. Review and Approve Payment of Bills 23 

B. Review and Approve Wire Transfers 30 

C. Review and Approve Investment Report 36 

IX. Reports  

A. Legislative Update - Valerie Dosland  

X. New Business  

A. Appoint Calendar Committee Member for 2016-2017 - John Christiansen 38 

B. Review and Approve Maintenance Payments to Member Districts - Nicolle Roush 39 

C. Resolution Directing Administration to Make Recommendations for Reductions in Programs and Positions and 

Reasons Therefore - John Christiansen 

40 

D. Closed Session for negotiations pursuant to Minn. Stat. section 13D.03 - John Christiansen  

XI. School Board Updates from Member Districts  

XII. Adjournment  

SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION 
February 15, 2016 - Closed for Presidents' Day 

March 15, 2016 - 5:00 PM, School Board Meeting, 917 Board Room 



Good News 
Special Education 
February 17, 2016 

 
• The TESA Open House was held at the Dakota County Technical College on Thursday, January 28th. 

Approximately 33 people attended and were given the opportunity to tour the program, learn about transition 
programming, meet and talk with teachers and learn about community opportunities as well as post-secondary 
options.  Participants included prospective students, current students, parents and guardians. Informational 
sessions were held which included presentations by outside agencies from Vocational Rehabilitation Services 
and Dakota County Social Services. 
 

• Jackie Stokke the parent of a student in TESA, donated 10 different musical instruments.  The percussion 
instruments included: handle sleigh bells, wood sand blocks, rain makers, tambourines and maracas.  
 

• The East Valley Animal Clinic donated $400 to the TESA Program.  The students worked on a project 
for the clinic as part of their Workplace Readiness class. 
 

• Brian Moga and Amy Riesgraf's high school class at TEA has put together the first edition of the 
Lebanon Times.  The first edition "sold out" and several other classrooms asked about contributing to 
the next edition! 
 

• Matt Swords from Bell Mortgage nominated the Cedar SUN program for the Pay It Forward campaign through 
his company.  Here he is presenting a check for $2500 to SUN staff to be used for student activities.  The funds 
will be used to bring in staff from the Science Museum and Minnesota Zoo to do presentations as well as 
purchasing tickets for each location for student field trips this winter and spring.   

 

 
 

• This fall, the students at Riverside School had a door decorating contest that went so well it was repeated again 
this winter during the last week of January.  The theme?  Winter, of course.  Pictures below show how 
enthusiastic the students were.  Their creations went beyond the door to cover the walls around the doors. 
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• Theresa Bowlin, a teacher in the SUN Program at Alliance Education Center, is starting a Youth in Action 
Leadership (YALP) group. High school aged students have applied for, and been accepted into YALP. YALP is a 
service learning program that empowers youth to develop leadership skills and emotional intelligence by 
volunteering to help others in need. The students participating in YALP this year will combine classroom 
instruction with community service, focusing on critical, reflective thinking as well as personal and civic 
responsibility. WE are excited to have Ms. Bowlin and her YALP students positively impacting the community 
around them! 
 

• Congratulations to Taylor Thomas, ISD 917 Teacher of Deaf/Hard of Hearing, for her recent notification of 
receiving a classroom grant of $2,300 from the Education Minnesota Foundation to help fund a project with her 
students who are hard of hearing. Ms. Thomas' project goal is to address the lack of access many deaf and hard 
of hearing students experience in the general education. The project involves her students working together to 
create a video that will be used to inservice their general education teachers about their educational needs 
related to their hearing loss. While working on this fun and engaging project, students will enhance their 
awareness of their hearing loss, accommodations they need in the classroom to be successful, and, ultimately, 
improve their self-advocacy skills. With this project, Ms. Thomas believes by viewing an inservice video created 
by students themselves, their teachers will be more likely to follow the students' accommodations throughout 
the school year.  The grant monies will be used to purchase a video camera, MacBook Pro, green screen 
backdrop, Camtasia video editing software for Mac and other needed accessories.  Ms. Thomas is extremely 
excited to get started on the project, and will be attending the 2016 Education Minnesota Representative 
Convention in April where she'll receive recognition for receiving the grant. 
 

• Students and staff in the ISD 917 Deaf/Hard of Hearing Program Theater Guild are to be congratulated on their 
outstanding performances in this year's annual winter play productions, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Brown 
Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See, and Snow White, presented Thursday, February 4, 9:00 a.m. for Gideon 
Pond students, and Friday, February 5, 9:00 a.m. for families in the Gideon Pond Elementary gymnasium.  The 
success and popularity of this annual event is evident by all the school's general education classrooms asking to 
attend! 
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• The mascot has been designed and is now on display at Lebanon Education Center. 
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School Boards are Essential to School Success 
 
 

Intermediate School District 917 joins school districts throughout the state to thank 
our school board during Minnesota’s annual School Board Recognition 

Week February 15-20, 2016 
 
The Intermediate School District 917 School Board members serving our district and their 
years of service are as follows:   
 
Chair – Jill Lewis – Board Member since 1995  - 21 years (Officer for 18 years) – 
Representing Inver Grove Heights 
Vice-Chair - Bob Erickson – Board member since 2013 – 3 years (Officer for one year) – 
Representing Lakeville 
Clerk – Vanda Pressnall – Board Member since 2001  - 15 years (Officer for 11 years) – 
Representing Randolph 
Treasurer – Ron Hill - Board Member since 2012  - 4 years (Officer for 3 years) - 
Representing Burnsville 
Deb Clark – Board Member since 2002  - 14 years (Officer for 9 years) – Representing South 
St. Paul 
Dick Bergstrom – Board Member since 2014 - 2 years  – Representing Bloomington 
Dan Cater – Board Member since 2007 - 9 years - Representing Hastings 
Joanne Mansur– Board Member since 2014 - 2 years – Representing West St. Paul/ 
Eagan/Mendota Heights 
Melissa Sauser – Board Member since 2013 – 3 years – Representing Farmington 
 
Congratulations to Melissa Sauser who received the MSBA Leadership Development 
Certificate and Dick Bergstrom who received the MSBA District Award of Distinction at the 
2016 MSBA Leadership Conference. 
 
School Board members play a vital role in establishing policies to ensure an efficient, 
effective school system and represent our local education interests to state and federal 
government, ensuring compliance with state and federal law. 
 
School Board members are strong advocates for public education and are responsible for 
communicating the needs of the school district to the public.  All School Board members 
recognize the importance of public education in our community. 
 
Thank you to all our School Board members for their year-round commitment to 917! 
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Good News Report 
Secondary Programs 

February, 2016 
 
*We received a $10,000.00 down payment on the house with a signed purchase agreement. We are 
installing trim and interior doors with counter tops close behind. The Construction Trades program is 
looking into building 3 cabins which are being designed by the DCTC Architectural department. If this 
works out we will be able to work with the college and their students from start to completion. This will 
allow Construction Trades students a chance to see all facets of the construction industry. 
 
*KDWA AM 1460 Hastings, MN has been kind enough to interview several staff in regards to CTE from 
Intermediate 917. You can streamline to listen to the interviews. We want to thank Mo McNeary and all 
those who take such a large interest in our programs and helping to get the good word out about CTE. 
 
*We currently have about 90 different businesses, education, and military vendors set to take part in 
our Dakota County Perkins Consortium Career and College Fair at Hastings HS on March 3rd from 8:00 
a.m. to Noon.   
 
*DCALS North Students of the Quarter for 2nd quarter: Ciera Sanchez, Melissa Lehmann, Selene Franco, 
Tyler Brown 
 
*High credit earners for DCALS North Quarter 2:  

Alex LeTexier 
Amadeo Esparza-Rodriguez 

Austyn Garibay-Moryn 
Ciera Sanchez 

Francisco Medina 
Gabriel Mendoza-Cordova 

Gabriella Boldt-Bauer 
Grace Johnson 

Melissa Lehmann 
Micaela Martinez 

Selene Franco 
Stacy Otgontugs 

Tyler Brown 
 
*DCALS main campus Students of the Quarter for 2nd quarter:  

Mario Aguilar 
Alchalee Ariyachat 

Marcus Bailey 
Alexa Engelbrecht 

Aimee Meister 
Brieanna Rosario 

Anya Sheely 
Rivianna Zeller 
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 
 

A School Board Meeting of the Intermediate School District 917 School Board was held on Tuesday, 
January 5, 2016, at 1300 145

th
 Street East, Rosemount, MN 55068.   

 
Members Present:  Dick Bergstrom, Dan Cater, Ron Hill, Jill Lewis, Bob Erickson, Deb Clark, Vanda Pressnall, 
Joanne Mansur, Melissa Sauser, and ex-officio member Superintendent John Christiansen. 
 
Members Absent:     None. 
 
Also Present:   Nicolle Roush, Eric Van Brocklin, and Melissa Schaller, and Linda Berg 
 
School Board Chair Jill Lewis called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted. 
 
There were no visitors to be heard. 
 
The good news reports were presented.    
 
1. Motion by Deb Clark,  seconded by Vanda Pressnall, to approve the consent items, as presented.  All 

present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 Minutes:   December 1, 2016, Regular School Board Meeting 

 Personnel:  New Hires:  Sarah Brown, Sign Language Interpreter, effective January 11, 2016. 
Josephine Heyl, Sign Language Interpreter, effective January 4, 2016.  Kimberly Jorgensen, 
Classroom Assistant, effective January 4, 2016.  Jenna Moon, Program Assistant, effective 
December 2, 2015.  Keith Spychalla, Classroom Assistant, effective December 14, 2015.  
Resignations and Terminations:  Peter Badeski, Classroom Assistant, effective December 18, 2015.  
Cherie Busenbark, Physical Therapist, effective December 21, 2015.  James Kassel, Program 
Assistant, effective January 8,2016.  Kendra Martin, Program Assistant, effective December 17, 
2015.  Tina Paulk, Classroom Assistant, effective December 9, 2015. 
 

2. Board Member Melissa Sauser introduced the following resolution:  Resolution to Accept Donations in 
the amount of three bean bag chairs to the Alliance Education Center  from Amy O’Brien of Farmington 
(value $30).  The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Joanne 
Mansur, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   Dick Bergstrom, 
Dan Cater, Deb Clark, Bob Erickson, Jill Lewis, Vanda Pressnall, Ron Hill, Melissa Sauser, Joanne 
Mansur, and the following voted against the same:  none.  Whereupon said resolution was duly passed 
and adopted.   (Addendum A.) 

 
3. Motion Ron Hill, seconded by Bob Erickson, to approve the bills from December 1, 2015 to December 

29, 2015, the wire transfers and the Investment Report for the month of November, 2015, as 
presented by the Business Manager.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 
4. Motion by Dick Bergstrom, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the Temporary Employee Report as 

presented.  (Addendum B.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
The Accounts Receivable Aging Report was reviewed by Nicolle Roush.   
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Eric VanBrocklin reported on the request to partner with Farmington for an 8, 9, 10 ALC option. 
 
5. Board Member  Deb Clark, introduced the following resolution:  Resolution for Paraprofessional Week.  

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Bob Erickson, and upon 
vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   Dick Bergstrom, Dan Cater, Deb Clark, 
Bob Erickson, Jill Lewis, Vanda Pressnall, Ron Hill, Melissa Sauser, Joanne Mansur, and the following 
voted against the same:  none.  Whereupon said resolution was duly passed and adopted.   (Addendum 
C.) 

 
6. Motion by Dan Cater, seconded by Joanne Mansur, to ratify the Teachers Contract for 2015-2017, with 

the exception of the Memorandum of Understanding, Attachment G, which will be revised and voted 
on at the January 19, 2016, School Board Special Session, as presented.  (Addendum D.)  There was 
much discussion.   Voting aye:  Jill Lewis, Deb Clark, Joanne Mansur, Bob Erickson, Vanda Pressnall, Dan 
Cater, Ron Hill.   Abstain from voting:  Melissa Sauser and Dick Bergstrom.  Motion carried. 

 
Bob Erickson would like the minutes to reflect the excellent job that the Negotiation Team accomplished 
with the Teachers’ Contract for 2015-2017.  The specifics of Attachment G were new and questioned by the 
Board but has nothing to do with the work the Negotiation Team put into the contract. 
 
7. The next Board meeting will be Wednesday, February 17, at 4:30 PM, in the 917 Board Room. 
 
8. Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Dick Bergstrom, to approve the Joint Powers Agreement between 917 

and CTIC (Community Transition Interagency Committee), as presented.  (Addendum E.)  All present 
voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 
9. Motion by Bob Erickson, seconded by Dick Bergstrom, to approve the Communications Consulting 

Agreement, as presented.  (Addendum F.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
10. Motion by Joanne Mansur, seconded by Dick Bergstrom,  to adjourn the meeting.   All present voted 

aye.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:01 P.M. 
 
The next regular School Board Meeting will be Wednesday, February 17, 2016, in the 917 Board Room at 
Dakota County Technical College. 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Clerk 
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 
 
 
A Board work session of the Intermediate School District 917 School Board was held on Tuesday, January 19, 
2016, at 4:30 PM, in the 917 Board Room at Dakota County Technical College. 
 
Members Present:  Dick Bergstrom, Dan Cater, Deb Clark, Bob Erickson, Vanda Pressnall, Ron Hill, Melissa 
Sauser, Jill Lewis, and ex-officio member Superintendent John Christiansen. 
 
Members Absent:  Joanne Mansur 
 
Also Present:  Eric Van Brocklin, Melissa Schaller, Nicolle Roush, Greg Vandal, Pam Raden, and Linda Berg 
 
Chair Jill Lewis called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted. 
 
The first hour and a half was spent reviewing our communications system with Greg Vandal and Pam Raden who 
will be helping 917 develop a better way of communicating to the public. 
 
Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Bob Erickson, to approve the Attachment G, Memorandum of Understanding 
of the Teachers. Contract 2015-2017, as presented.  (Addendum A.)  Member Hill would like the minutes to 
reflect that he would prefer the word “recommendations” be removed from the MOU.   “Committee will submit 
findings.”  This does not have to be changed on the MOU but it was requested by Member Hill to have in the 
minutes.  Voting aye:   Dan Cater, Deb Clark, Bob Erickson, Vanda Pressnall, Ron Hill, Jill Lewis.  Member Dick 
Bergstrom abstained from voting.   Voting naye:  Melissa Sauser.   Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Melissa Sauser, to approve the Pay Equity Report for the State of Minnesota as 
of December 31, 2015.  (Addendum B.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Member Bob Erickson left the meeting at 6:22 PM.   There was a short five minute recess.  Meeting resumed at 
6:27 PM. 
 
Nicolle Roush reported on the revised budget for 2015-2016.   
 
Motion by Vanda Pressnall, seconded by Dan Cater, to approve the revised budget for 2015-2016 as reported by 
the Business Manager.  (Addendum C.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
The 2015-2016 goals update was distributed and reviewed. 
 
Motion by Dan Cater, seconded by Dick Bergstrom, to adjourn the meeting.   All in favor voted aye.   Motion 
carried.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at  6:47 PM. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Clerk 
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Intermediate School District #917 
School Board 

 
 

Resolution to Accept Donations 
 
 

 

Board member ____________ introduced the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLVED, that the School Board of Intermediate School District 917 accept the following  
donations, as indicated below, in the amount of  $3,245.00. 
 
1. Donation of musical instruments to the TESA program from Robert and Jackie Stokke of 
Inver Grove Heights.  (Value:  $30.00.) 
 
2. Donation of a Cuisinart Yogurt/Ice Cream Maker from Dakota Electric of Farmington to 
be used for staff recognition door prizes.  (Value: $60.) 
 
3. Donation of a free hotel night and two buffet dinners at Black Bear Hotel in Cloquet 
from the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa to be used for staff recognition door 
prizes.  (Value:  $160.) 
 
4. Donation of $25 gift card from Roasted Pear in Burnsville to be used for staff recognition 
door prizes.  (Value:  $25.) 
 
5. Donation of $400 to the TESA Program from East Valley Animal Clinic of Apple Valley, to 
be used for various student activities.  (Value:  $400.) 
 
6. Donation of $70 to the PACES Program from Keith Koentopf of Farmington to be used 
for student needs and activities.  (Value:  $70.) 
 
7. Donation of $2,500 from Bell Mortgage of Minneapolis, to the SUN Program for student 
needs and activities.  (Value:  $2,500.) 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member 
___________ and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:    and 
the following voted against the same: none. 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 
 
Date Board Approved:  
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TO:  School Board 
 
FROM:  John Christiansen 
 
DATE:  February 10, 2016 
 
RE:  Calendar Committee 
 
 
 
The teacher contract includes a section that identifies a calendar committee to develop calendar options 
for Board consideration at the April board meeting.  The committee is made up of the superintendent, 
secondary administrator, special education director, one school board member and four teacher union 
members. 
 
The board needs to appoint a member to the committee.  Last year’s appointment was Melissa Sauser.  
Previous year appointments have included Vanda Pressnall, Deb Clark, and Jill Lewis. 
 
JC:ljb 

38



39



 
 
Member____________  introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE ADMINISTRATION TO 
 MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDUCTIONS IN  

PROGRAMS AND POSITIONS AND  
REASONS THEREFOR 

 
 WHEREAS, the financial condition of the member school districts dictates that their school board 
may be forced to reduce expenditures, and 
 
 WHEREAS, there may be a reduction in student enrollment, and, 
 
 WHEREAS, this reduction in revenue and decrease in student enrollment may include 
discontinuance of positions and discontinuance or curtailment of programs, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a determination must be made as to which teachers’ contracts may be terminated and 
not renewed and which teachers may be placed on unrequested leave of absence without pay or fringe 
benefits in effecting discontinuance of positions, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the School Board of Intermediate School District 917, as follows: 
 
 That the School Board hereby directs the Superintendent of Schools and administration to 
consider the discontinuance of programs or positions to effectuate economies in the school district and 
reduce expenditures and, as a result of a reduction in enrollment, make recommendations to the School 
Board for the discontinuance of programs, curtailment of programs, discontinuance of positions or 
curtailment of positions. 
 
 The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member 
____________________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  
________________________________________________  none. 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 
 
Dated:  ___________________________ 
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