
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 

IN DAKOTA COUNTY 

 

 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
  

 

AGENDA: 

I. Call to Order - Chair Lewis  

II. Conduct Pledge of Allegiance - Chair Lewis  

III. Visitors opportunity to be heard - Chair Lewis  

IV. Additions to the agenda - Chair Lewis  

V. Good News Report - Directors 2 

VI. Consent Items - Chair Lewis  

A. Minutes, November 4, 2015, Regular School Board Meeting 10 

B. Personnel Considerations 12 

VII. Donations - Chair Lewis  

A. Resolution Approving Donations 20 

VIII. Business Manager’s Report - Nicolle Roush  

A. Review and Approve Payment of Bills 21 

B. Review and Approve Wire Transfers 26 

C. Review and Approve Investment Report 33 

IX. Reports  

A. Intermediate School District 917 Employee and Teacher of the Fall Quarter - Melissa Schaller  

X. New Business  

A. Approve Marketing/Communications Contract - John Christiansen 34 

XI. Adjournment  

SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION 
December 24-25, 2015 - Closed for Holiday Break 

December 31-January 1, 2016 - Closed for New Year's Day 

January 5, 2016 - 5:00 PM, School Board Meeting, 917 Board Room 

January 19, 2016 - 4:30 PM, School Board Work Session 



Good News 
Special Education 
December 1, 2015 

 
• On Tuesday, November 11th students in TESA participated in Veterans Day related 

activities which included reciting the pledge of allegiance, display of the U.S flag and 
related etiquette on how the flag is to be displayed, cared for and stored. There was 
also a video presentation which led to many questions and answers related to Veterans, 
which was well received by staff and students in TESA.  
 

• Sixteen students from TESA participated in the 4th annual Reality Store which was held 
on November 16th at Boeckman Middle School in Farmington. This event was organized 
by the Dakota County CTIC. Students were given the opportunity to visit a variety of 
stations such as housing, insurance, and grocery at which they spent a projected 
monthly income on living expenses. The purpose of this event was to focus on those 
students who would typically not qualify for county developmental disabilities services, 
but would have challenges transitioning to the adult world. 

 
• The TESA Student Council will be hosting the “4th Annual TESA Holiday Social” 

December 21st in the Dakota Room from 12:30-2:00. As the name infers, the TESA 
Holiday Social will give students the opportunity to display a variety of classroom 
projects, accomplishments and community service projects, as well as group and 
individual talents. Families, alumni, district faculty and board members are all welcome 
to attend this event.  

 
• Students and staff at Lebanon Education Center have selected the lynx as their mascot 

and black/aqua as their school colors!  Students submitted drawings for mascots to 
choose from and each classroom submitted a color combination.  Students and staff 
then voted for their favorite.  Danny Nutt's drawing of the lynx won for the mascot and 
Brian Moga's room won the color combination. 
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• Kim Martin's class at Cedar Sun went to Lebanon Hills Regional Park in Eagan to do some 
geocaching. There they checked GPS tracking devices to locate hidden treasures in the 
park. The students had been learning about directions in social studies and put their 
skills to the test. The four students worked as a team to locate the treasures and had a 
blast. We would definitely recommend it for other students and staff to try out! 
 

 
 

 
 

• Staff and students at Alliance Education Center have spent the past week being artists! 
The PBIS team held a poster contest; each classroom was assigned a location in the 
school, and asked to create a poster outlining the behavioral expectations for 
their assigned location. The posters were judged on the following criteria; 

• Student Participation 
• Displays appropriate PBIS behaviors for designated areas 
• Creativity 
• Completed on time 

The winning classrooms were Ms. Mattice's class in room 103, and Mrs. Weis' class in 
room 110. They will receive an ice cream party for their accomplishments! All of the 
wonderful posters will be displayed in the main hall at Alliance Education Center. 
 

• Congratulations to Cheri Godfrey, ISD 917 Braillist, for earning her Braille Transcriber 
Certification through the National Library of Congress as a result of taking a rigorous 
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two-year on-line course, which required submitting test assignments and a final 
manuscript. 

  
• Congratulations to Kobe Schroeder, who is a student in the ISD 917 D/HH Resource 

Program at Lakeville North High School, for being selected to be on the Lakeville North 
High School Speech team!  Kobe also was elected last spring to serve on the Student 
Council at Lakeville North HS. 

  
• ISD 917's Deaf/Hard of Hearing (D/HH) Program joined with ISD 196's D/HH Program to 

provide a very well-received and attended D/HH Students' Night Out event on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2015 at Falcon Ridge Middle School in Apple Valley.  This was a big event 
in which approximately 55 learners K - 12/Transition who are D/HH participated in a 
special service project making fleece blankets for parents of infants who are D/HH, 
played games, received creative animal-motive face painting, had pizza, networked to 
meet other learners  from across multiple districts and received gift card prizes.  A 
Parent Meet-N-Greet was a side activity during the meeting.  Seven ISD 917 Teachers of 
D/HH were present to supervise, as well as an equivalent number of ISD 196 Teachers of 
D/HH.  It was a wonderful collaborative event in which a very good time was had by all! 

  

 
 

• Congratulations to Danielle Gebhard, ISD 917 Sign Language Interpreter, and her 
husband, Tony, for the precious Thanksgiving gift they received Sunday, November 22. 
Danielle and Tony are now the proud parents of three-week-old Maya Rose, 
after finding out only a week ago they were the parents chosen to be considered as 
adoptive parents for Maya, and only just having been approved to adopt adoption 
process mid-October! 
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• On November 17, Craig Horejsi, ISD 917 Teacher of the Blind/Visually Impaired, 
accompanied a student from an ISD 917-member district who participated in the 
Regional Low Incident Project’s community outing for high school learners who are 
blind/visually impaired.  Community Participation Days are opportunities for students to 
meet other students with visual impairments from the St. Paul/Minneapolis Metro 
Area.  This year's event was held at Memory Lanes Bowling in Minneapolis.  The 
students thoroughly enjoyed learning and developing their bowling skills while 
socializing with their peers.   The trip concluded with a fun pizza lunch and a bowling 
trivia contest for prizes.  The students found the experience educational and enjoyed 
the chance to socialize with other learners who are visually impaired from the metro 
area. They are already looking forward to what is planned for next year's field trip!  

  
• Congratulations to Phuong Nguyen, 10th grade learner at Kennedy High School, 

Bloomington, for receiving the Kennedy High School Golden Torch Award!  Phuong is 
blind and came to the United States just one and half years ago.  She receives ISD 917 
Teacher of Visually Impaired and Orientation and Mobility services.  The Golden Torch 
Award is awarded each trimester by Kennedy faculty members to recognize two 
deserving students from each department. The students chosen are those who have 
shown exceptional academic achievement or improvement. Each student is invited to an 
awards breakfast where they receive a certificate and the students' pictures are 
also displayed in the school showcase and on the Kennedy website.  Phuong came to 
Kennedy HS not speaking English and unable to read English braille.  Being blind, she is 
unable to gain additional information most of us get through our sight. But this did not 
stop Phuong from learning! By the end of her first year at Kennedy she became 
proficient in speaking and reading English braille and was earning A's in her 
classes. Phoung is a very determined worker and student. 
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• Intermediate School District 917 was awarded $1980 from the Metro ECSU to provide 
staff development for paraprofessionals in Behavior Tools Training.  The focus of the 
training will be on positive behavior support to increase student attendance and 
engagement.  Thank you, Jennifer Hetland, assistant director for writing the application 
for this grant! 
 

• Intermediate School District 917 was awarded $2000.00 from the Metro ECSU to 
provide increased staff development in the area for Assistive Technology.  The grant will 
support sending five licensed staff to the April 2016 “Charting the C’s Assistive 
Technology Conference.”  It will also be used to purchase Camtasia software for closed 
captioning on videos for staff training.  Thank you, Mary Callister, DASH teacher for 
writing the application for this grant!  
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Good News 
December 2015 

Secondary Programs 
Eric Van Brocklin 

 
-Pam Biegler’s Math Art class made a quilt to be used in a silent auction for some former students who 
are battling cancer.   

 
 

-

S105 Whitetail 
Woods.pdf

 
 
-The Construction Trades program recently built a 6’ x 10’ storage shed for a staff member of ISD 917.  
They also worked to close in the end wall on part of their building that will provide for more indoor 
working space now that the weather has gotten colder. 
 
-Don Williams-Soc. Studies/Lead Teacher at DCALS North and a group of students visited Sharing and 
Caring Hands in MPLS to help serve meals.  This has become an annual event for some North students.   
Amanda Braml, the owner of the West St. Paul Culver's, has been extremely helpful and supportive of 
this program. 

-  
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-Fundamental Chef Training students planned, prepared, mixed, baked, sold, and delivered 550 
Thanksgiving pies this year.  There were five types:  Pumpkin, Pecan, Sweet Potato, Caramel Apple 
Crumb, and Pumpkin Praline.  The students have been busy working through this unit and have done a 
great job.  Chef Patty and Therese thank all of the people who supported the pie sale this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dakota County Secondary Technical Center Food Industry Careers Program 

Cordially invites one and all to the Food Industry Careers Annual 
 

Gingerbread House Gallery 

& 
Food Drive 

December 10th, 2015 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

EAST COMMONS 
 See a true Winter Wonderland of Gingerbread Houses   

 Tour the Food Industry Careers program 

 Judge the houses 

 Enjoy Holiday refreshments  
 

Bring a canned food item for the Food Shelf to 
enter the Gingerbread House Give-away 

(The more items you bring the more chances you have to win!) 
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DCALS North Students of the Quarter for Quarter 1 are: 

 
Francisco Medina   Sophomore  197 (Sibley) 
Stacy Otgontugs  Junior  197 (Sibley) 
Sydney Rosenberger  Senior  197 (Sibley) 
Grace Johnson  Senior  197 (Sibley) 
 
DCALS Main Campus Students of the Quarter for Quarter 1 are: 
Tabitha Riley 
 Cody Schmidt 
 Alexis Mackey 
 Sarah Schmitt 
 Cirilo Hernandez 
 Matt Keomanyvong 
 Alex Payette 
 Ellie Severance 
 Angie Gomez 
Tyler Bailey 
Tyler Catoe 
Shaun Stewart 
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 INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 
 

A School Board Meeting of the Intermediate School District 917 School Board was held on Wednesday, 
November 4, at 4:30 PM, at Lebanon Education Center, 5800 149

th
 Street, Apple Valley, MN. 

 
Members Present:  Dan Cater, Bob Erickson, Jill Lewis, Deb Clark, Joanne Mansur, Vanda Pressnall, Ron 
Hill, Melissa Sauser, and ex-officio member Superintendent John Christiansen. 
 
Members Absent:     Dick Bergstrom 
 
Also Present:   Nicolle Roush, Eric Van Brocklin, Melissa Schaller, Dave Stoll, Jim Eichten, and Linda Berg 
 
The Board toured Lebanon Education Center prior to starting the meeting. 
 
School Board Chair Jill Lewis called the meeting to order at 4:56 PM. 
 
There were no visitors to be heard. 
 
1. Jim Eichten of MMKR reported to the School Board on the Audit for 2014-2015.   917’s audit was 

very positive. 
 
The good news reports were presented.      
 
2. Motion by Bob Erickson, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the consent items, as presented.  All 

present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 Minutes:  October 6, 2015, Regular School Board Meeting  

 Personnel:  New Hires:  Cherie Busenbark, Physical Therapist,  effective November 2, 2015.  
Marco Arana, Classroom Assistant, effective October 6, 2015.  Russell Anthony,   Computer 
Networking/Repair Teacher, effective November 4, 2015.  Kimberly Holub, Classroom Assistant, 
effective October 26, 2015.  Roger Ketterling, classroom Assistant, effective November 2, 2015.  
Juliet Parisi, Classroom Assistant, effective October 21, 2015.  Alexander Smith, Classroom 
Assistant, effective October 9, 2015.  Joan Wambheim, Program Assistant, effective October 27, 
2015.  Change in Status:  Jennifer Baxter, Program Assistant, Parental Leave Request effective 
November 2, 2015, with a return date of December 1, 2015.  Linda Berg, Executive Assistant, 
Medical Leave Request effective November 9, 2015, with an expected return date of November 
30, 2015.  Michelle Dodge, Sign Language Interpreter, $1500 Mentor Stipend, effective September 
3, 2015, for th3 2015-2016 school year only.  Alexis Hardy, Sign Language Interpreter, effective 
November 2, 2015 (from Classroom Assistant to Interpreter).  Gretchen Toay, Sign Language 
Interpreter, $1500 Mentor Stipend, effective September 3, 2015, for the 2015-2016 school year 
only.  Scott Zehnder, Lead Custodian, Medical Leave Request effective October 9, 2015, with an 
expected return date of November 2, 2015.  Resignations & Terminations:  Becky Edson, Payroll 
Clerk, effective November 17, 2015.  Steven Lange, Classroom Assistant, effective October 23, 
2015.  Juliet Parisi, Classroom Assistant, effective October 26, 2015.  Lisa Brandon, Program 
Assistant, effective November 11, 2015.  Katharine Flom, Program Assistant, effective 
November 13, 2015.  Tamera Troesken, Classroom Assistant, effective October 30, 2015. 
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3. Board Member Ron Hill, introduced the following resolution:  Resolution to accept the following 
donations in the amount of $800.   Donation of a color printer, software update, and supplies for 
the DCALS mathematics department from Valmont Industries of Farmington and “Signing Times” 
DVD set for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing program from Ms. Shalome Westberg.   The motion for 
the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Deb Clark and upon vote being 
taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:    Deb Clark, Bob Erickson, Jill Lewis, Ron Hill,  
Dan Cater, Melissa Sauser, Vanda Pressnall, Joanne Mansur, and the following voted against the 
same:  none.  Whereupon said resolution was duly passed and adopted.   (Addendum A.) 

 
4. Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Melissa Sauser, to approve the bills from October 1, 2015, to 

October 27, 2015, wire transfers, and Investment Report, as presented by the Business Manager.  
All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 
5. Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Melissa Sauser, to approve the Revenue and Expenditure 

Report, as presented by the Business Manager.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried.  
(Addendum B.) 

 
Dave Stoll reported on the TEA Program evaluation. 
 
6. Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Ron Hill, to approve the medical and dental insurance renewals 

for 2016 as presented.  (Addendum C.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
7. Motion by Bob Erickson, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the self-funded medical plan for ISD 

917 as presented.  (Addendum D.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
8. Motion by Dan Cater, seconded by Melissa Sauser, to go into closed session to discuss negotiation 

strategies.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Board went into closed session at 6:01 PM. 
 
9. Motion by Vanda Pressnall, seconded by Deb Clark, to resume regular session.  All present voted 

aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Board resumed regular session at 6:14 PM. 
 
10.   Motion by Joanne Mansur, seconded by Bob Erickson, to adjourn the meeting.   All present voted 

aye.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M. 
 
The next regular School Board Meeting will be Tuesday, December 1, 2015, at 1300 145th Street East, 
Rosemount, MN, at 5:00 PM.   
 
___________________________ 
Clerk 
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SUMMARY OF PERSONNEL ITEMS RECOMMENDED 
FOR ACTION AT BOARD MEETING OF DECEMBER 1, 2015 

 
 
NEW HIRES: 
 

Desiree Adamchick, Classroom Assistant, effective November 9, 2015. 
 
Amy Boyd, Classroom Assistant, effective October 28, 2015 (from Student Assistant to 
Classroom Assistant). 
 
Melissa Sether, Classsroom Assistant, effective November 16, 2015. 
 
Michael Tisland, Classroom Assistant, effective November 9, 2015. 
 
Kenwon Tran, Classroom Assistant, effective November 16, 2015. 
 
Audrey Weiler, Payroll Clerk, effective November 16, 2015. 

 
 
RE-HIRES: 

Susan Landberg, Long-Term Substitute Teacher of the Deaf or Hard of Hearing, effective 
January 4, 2016, through June 10, 2016. 

 
 
CHANGE IN STATUS: 
 

Danielle Gebhard, Sign Language Interpreter, Parental Leave effective November 23, 2015, with 
a return date of June 13, 2016. 
 
Nicole Korbel-Hughes, Program Assistant, Maternity Disability Leave effective on or about 
December 23, 2015, with a return date on or about February 8, 2016. 
 
Debra Piper, Sign Language Interpreter, Medical Leave Request effective December 1, 2015, 
with an expected return date of September 1, 2016. 
 
Rhianon Stromberg, Mental Health Practitioner, Maternity Disability Leave effective on or 
about March 3, 2016, with a return date of June 13, 2016. 
 
Sharon Votel, Special Education Teacher, Medical Leave Request effective on March 15, 2016, 
with a tentative return date of April 19, 2016. 
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SUMMARY OF PERSONNEL ITEMS RECOMMENDED 
FOR ACTION AT BOARD MEETING OF DECEMBER 1, 2015 

(continued) 
 

 
 

RESIGNATIONS & TERMINATIONS: 
 

Deanna Anderson, Health Associate, effective December 4, 2015. 
 
Melissa Antonell, Program Assistant, effective December 11, 2015. 
 
Stephanie Behnke, Classroom Assistant, effective December 23, 2014. 
 
Shelby Mattson, Program Assistant, effective December 23, 2015. 
 
Ashlie Tisland, Classroom Assistant, effective December 23, 2015. 

 
 

 
 

13



14



15



16



17



18



19



Intermediate School District #917 
School Board 

 
 

Resolution to Accept Donations 
 
 

 

Board member _____________  introduced the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLVED, that the School Board of Intermediate School District 917 accept the following  
donations, as indicated below, in the amount of  $70.00. 
 
1. Donation of $70 to the PACES Program from Keith Koentopf of Farmington to be used 
for student needs and activities.  (Value:  $70.) 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member 
______________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:    
_______________________________________________________________,  and the 
following voted against the same:  none. 
 
Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 
 
Date Board Approved:  ________________________ 
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TO: Board Members 
 
FROM:  John Christiansen  
 
DATE:  November 23, 2015  
 
RE:  Recommendation for Marketing/Communications Services  
 
Our search for a consultant to assist us in our initiative to develop a marketing and communications plan 
started with requests from me to our member district superintendents, AMSD colleagues, and MASA 
contacts for recommendations.  From this feedback I conducted meetings with three consulting groups. 
Each consultant group submitted a proposal describing their proposed plan of work.  
 
The three work plans were reviewed by Nicolle, Melissa, Eric, and myself. The four of us met and 
selected two for a group interview. The group interviews were scheduled for November 17. A 917 
interview team of Nicolle, Melissa, Eric, Bob Erickson, Melissa Sauser and Dick Bergstrom were notified 
of the interview schedule and provided copies of the consultant work plans.  
 
On November 16 one of the two interviewers contacted me to withdraw from the interview because 
they had committed to another client and would not have capacity to commit to another client. The 
interview team of Melissa Schaller, Melissa Sauser, Eric, Dick and myself conducted the interview with 
the other consultant group on November 17.  
 
After the interview, we reviewed our perceptions of the consultants and discussed next steps. The 
consensus of the group was the consultants were a good match for our project and we should conduct  
some further reference checks.  
 
The additional reference checks were all positive, and I am recommending approval of contracting with 

Greg Vandal and Pam Raden to develop a marketing and communications plan for ISD 917. Attached is a 

copy of the proposal submitted by Greg Vandal and Pam Raden. 
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