
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 

IN DAKOTA COUNTY 

 

 

Regular School Board Meeting Tuesday, March 3, 2015 
  

 

AGENDA: 

I. Call to Order - Chair Lewis  

II. Conduct Pledge of Allegiance - Chair Lewis  

III. Visitors opportunity to be heard - Chair Lewis  

IV. Additions to the agenda - Chair Lewis  

V. Good News Report - Directors 2 

VI. Consent Items - Chair Lewis  

A. Minutes, February 3, 2015 - Regular School Board Meeting - John Christiansen 8 

B. Personnel Considerations - John Christiansen 11 

VII. Donations - Jill Lewis 18 

VIII. Business Manager’s Report - Nicolle Roush  

A. Review and Approve Payment of Bills 19 

B. Review and Approve Wire Transfers 25 

C. Review and Approve Investment Report 46 

IX. New Business  

A. Board consideration of approval of board member appointment to 2015-2016 Calendar Development 

Committee - John Christiansen 

47 

B. Board consideration of approval to authorize Business Manager, Nicolle Roush, to execute the lease agreement 

with Interstate Partners, LLC for the building at 5800 - 149th Street, Apple Valley, MN, for the Therapeutic 

Education Alternative Program (TEA)- Nicolle Roush 

48 

X. School Board Updates from Member Districts  

XI. Adjournment  

SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION 
April 7, 2015 - 5:00 PM, Regular School Board Meeting, 150 E. Marie, WSP, DCALS North 

April 21, 2015 - 4:30 PM, School Board Work Session 

April 29, 2015 - 3:45 PM, 917 Staff Recognition, DCTC Dakota Room 

May  5, 2015 - 5:00 PM, School Board Meeting 

May 12, 2015 - 6:00 PM, Student of Distinction for CTE Programs - DCTC Dakota Room 



Good News 
Special Education 

March 3, 2015 
 

 In March, TESA will host a Community Recreation Resource workshop to be presented by local organizations 
supporting leisure and recreation venues for adults with disabilities.  The presentation will include 
representatives from Project Explore, the local YMCA and Special Olympics.  TESA Students will learn how to 
access extra-curricular and recreational activities and active engagement in sports and leisure activities with 
others in the community. 

 

 In March, Cindy Jarvi from Disability Law Services is coming out to provide information to our students in TESA 
regarding guardianship and self-advocacy as well as information about social security benefits. 

 

 The DASH classroom at Henry Sibley High School will be celebrating prom again this year. The prom will be held 
on Friday, March 13th with a St. Patrick’s Day theme. This has been a great experience for students, parents, and 
staff. In the past the prom has been well attended by students and staff school wide as well.  

 

 On February 3, Sarah Johnson, ISD 917 Orientation and Mobility Specialist, accompanied students from various 
ISD 917-member districts who participated in the Regional Low Incident Project’s community outing for 
elementary learners who are blind/visually impaired.  Community Participation Days are opportunities for 
students to meet other students with visual impairments from the St. Paul/Minneapolis Metro Area.  This year's 
event was held at the Bakken Museum in Minneapolis.  The students thoroughly enjoyed learning about the 
inspiring history of Earl Bakken while exploring and interacting with his broad collection chronicling the history 
of electricity and its importance in our world, especially in the medical field.  There was even an exciting short 
production of the Frankenstein story, which was the inspiration that launched Earl Bakken's career as an 
inventor.  The trip concluded with a fun pizza lunch.  The students found the experience educational and 
enjoyed the chance to socialize with other learners who are visually impaired from the metro area. They are 
already looking forward to what is planned for next year's field trip!  
 

 Every year the ISD 917 Deaf/Hard of Hearing Program hosts one to two sign language interpreter interns from 
the St. Paul College Sign Language Interpreter Training Program (ITP). This is a very unique year in that ISD 917 is 
hosting a total of five sign language interns from three different metro sign language interpreter training 
programs.  ISD 917 Sign Language Interpreters, Dawn Savage and Gretchen Toay, just finished serving as 
interpreter mentors at Gideon Pond Elementary during January and February for intern, Sarah Clausen, from the 
St. Catherine University ITP.  ISD 917 Sign Language Interpreter, Shelly Dodge at Century Middle School, Lakeville 
is currently mentoring Jared Paulson from the North Central University ITP . Finally, the D/HH Program is hosting 
sign language interpreter interns Rebecca Donner, Adrienne Heer and Amy Kossan from the St. Paul College  
ITP Monday, February 23 through Friday, May 1.  Ms. Donner and Ms. Heer will be at Gideon Pond Elementary 
under the mentorship of ISD 917 Sign Language Interpreters, Dawn Savage and Gretchen Toay, and Ms. Kossan 
at Boeckman Middle School, Farmington under the mentorship of ISD 917 Sign Language Interpreter, Danielle 
Gebhard.  Many thanks go to ISD 917 Sign Language Interpreters, Ms. Dodge, Ms. Gebhard, Ms. Savage and Ms. 
Toay for the tremendous amount of support and time they are devoting to the interns to provide them a 
very rewarding learning opportunity! 
 

 Saige DeCleene, teacher of a middle school SUN classroom at Cedar School, recently was named as Excellent 
Educator of the Week by WCCO!  In only her second year of teaching, Saige is one of the youngest educators to 
receive the award.  Saige has made tremendous progress with her students in a relatively short period of time 
resulting in three of her eight students starting to transition back to their mainstream schools by the end of the 
year.  Saige had the makings of a great educator from the start.  She was born in Wisconsin.  She went to college 
in her supervisor’s home town.  Finally, her family has season tickets to the Green Bay Packers.   
 

 A Classroom Grant in the amount of $2,727 from the Education Minnesota Foundation was awarded to Carrie 
Koenigsberger, Speech Language Pathologist at ISD 917, Cedar SUN program. The grant titled, Creating Positive 
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Social Interactions through Aromatherapy, will use aromatherapy to assist with calming and increasing focus for 
the SUN students through diffusing essential oils. Providing aromatherapy to the SUN students is a passive, yet 
proven effective, method to assist the students to stabilize emotions. The use of aromatherapy in the classroom 
is centered towards assisting the SUN students to calm and be focused then have increase opportunities for 
positive social interactions that can carry over throughout the educational setting, but the community as well. 

 

 Students participating in the Youth in Action Leadership Program (YALP) at Alliance Education Center 
are studying domestic violence. In February, a violence prevention educator from the Tubman organization 
visited Ms. Novy's class and gave an overview of healthy and unhealthy relationship traits and Tubman's role in 
helping people affected by domestic violence. Beginning April 8th, students will begin Voices in Prevention (VIP). 
VIP is a violence prevention curriculum taught through 6 presentations in the classroom by a Violence 
Prevention Educator. The lesson topics include: Domestic Violence, Building Empathy, You and Your 
Environment, Regulating Emotions and Coping, Communication, and Tools for Change. Students in the YALP 
program will visit and tour a Tubman facility to learn more about the resources Tubman offers to victims of 
domestic violence. Students will be creating fleece blankets and assembling personal care kits that they will 
deliver and donate to Tubman to reach those in need.  
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Good News Report 
Secondary Programs 

Eric Van Brocklin, Principal 
March 2015 

 

 
 
 
DATE:  February 12 
TIME:   8:00 a.m. - 12:00 pm 
WHO:    CTE, DCALS, DCALS North Staff who did not attend “MAAP Conference” 
WHY:    Team Building, FUN, Trying “new things” (aka – stepping outside comfort zone) 
 
 
Wow!   
Who knew the day would be this much fun!  Amazing day, with amazing co-workers and big toys to drive 
and play with!   Here are some photos from the day . . .  
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-Construction Trades: 
House is closed in and the building inspector approved the insulation and vapor barrier. We 
started the sheet rock this week. 
 
Paul 
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-Career/College Fair, March 12th from 8:00 a.m. to Noon at Hastings HS.  Below is a clipping 
from the KDWA 1460 AM Radio (Hastings) show that Eric Van Brocklin and Lynn Colvin, Career 
Specialist at Hastings HS, participated in on Tuesday, February 24th.  There are over 50 
businesses and post-secondary training options that will be participating.  Any board members 
are welcome to attend.  
 

 
 
 
-On March 24th, Eric Van Brocklin, Dale Engman-Lead Teacher/Comupters Instructor for ISD 917 
CTE, and Chef Patty LaBeau-ISD 917 Fundamental Chef will be participating in an interview on 
KDWA Radio 1460 AM in Hastings.  The topic will cover what we offer in our 917 Career and 
Technical Education courses.  This will be a great opportunity to tell listeners about the great 
things happening within our programs every day.   
 
-Erin Mahnke and Erin Sanford presented “Another Novel Idea”at MAAP this year.  Their 
presentation addresses novels and lesson plans used in the DCALS classrooms. The 
presentation was well received by participants. 
 
-Adam Rachuy and Emily Mateo presented the Apprentice Trades class with information on 
how the program started, the curriculum we've incorporated, and the success of the class with 
some of our more apathetic population. The class allows and encourages students to practice 
everyday communication skills, as well as professional interview skills in a less formal 
environment. We are excited to communicate with other schools and help them create their 
own versions of our success. 
 
 

7



INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 
 

A School Board Meeting of the Intermediate School District 917 School Board was held on Tuesday, 
February 3, 2015, at 1300 145

th
 Street East, Rosemount, MN 55068.   

 
Members Present:  Dick Bergstrom, Dan Cater, Ron Hill, Jill Lewis, Bob Erickson, Deb Clark, Vanda Pressnall, 
Joanne Mansur, Melissa Sauser, and ex-officio member Superintendent John Christiansen. 
 
Members Absent:     None. 
 
Also Present:   Nicolle Roush, Eric Van Brocklin, and Melissa Schaller, Dave Stoll, and Linda Berg 
 
School Board Chair Jill Lewis called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted. 
 
There were no visitors to be heard. 
 
The good news reports were presented.    
 
1. Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Vanda Pressnall, to approve the consent items, as presented.  All 

present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 Minutes:   January 6, 2015, Regular School Board Meeting 

 Minutes:   January 20, 2015, School Board Work Session 

 Personnel:  New Hires:   Edward Aika, Classroom Assistant, effective January 20, 2015.  David 
Hanzlik, Classroom Assistant, effective January 26, 2015.  Heidi Helm, Long-term substitute Special 
Education Teacher, effective January 20, 2015, through June 5, 2015.  Jessica Tietz, Classroom 
Assistant, effective January 20, 2015.  Alexandra Buttedal, Classroom Assistant, effective 
February 2, 2015.  Change in Status:   Sara Grove, Special Education Teacher, medical leave request 
effective March 11, 2015, with an expected return date of March 30, 2015. Christine Livingston, 
Special Education Teacher, Maternity Disability Leave effective on or about April 7, 2015, with a 
return date of August 24, 2015.  Pamela Lyons, Program Assistant, medical leave of absence 
effective January 14, 2015, with an expected return date of March 11, 2015.  Lynn Morris, Math 
Teacher, Medical Leave of Absence effective February 9, 2015, with an expected return date of 
March 2, 2015.  Shelby Nutting-Veliz, School Social Worker, continue at .8 FTE effective August 31, 
2015, for the 2015-2016 school year only.  Dawn Savage, Interpreter, Mentor Stipend effective 
January 26, 2015, through June 4, 2015, for the 2014-2015 school year only.  Gretchen Toay, 
Interpreter, Mentor Stipend effective August 29, 2014, through January 25, 2015, for the 2014-2015 
school year only.  Resignations and Terminations:  Elizabeth Anderson, Classroom Assistant, 
effective January 2, 2015.  Matthew Brunsvold, Program Assistant, effective February 18, 2015.  
Gabriel Leake, Classroom Assistant, effective January 23, 2015.  Shelley Wessman, Classroom 
Assistant, effective January  16, 2015.  Teranic Williams, Classroom Assistant, effective January 9, 
2015.  Matthew Young, Custodian/Maintenance, effective February 11, 2015.  Retirements:  Patricia 
Brown, Program Assistant, effective January 16, 2015.  Raysa Carlson, Special Education Teacher, 
effective June 5, 2015.  Susan Friest, Occupational Therapist, effective June 5, 2015. 

  
2. Board Member Ron Hill introduced the following resolution:  Resolution to Accept Donations in the 

amount of $1063.75.  Donation of $500 to the Alliance Education Center from the American Legion 
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Post No. 65 of Rosemount, MN; Donation of $438.75 to the 917 Program for Learners who are Deaf 
or Hard of Hearing through “My Choice” employee giving program through Mr. Stephen Murphy of 
Apple Valley; Donation of tape, wrapping paper and other packing supplies to the programs of ISD 
917 to support Toys for Tots efforts (Value:  $125).  The motion for the adoption of the foregoing 
resolution was duly seconded by Dan Cater, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following 
voted in favor thereof:   Dick Bergstrom, Dan Cater, Deb Clark, Bob Erickson, Jill Lewis, Vanda 
Pressnall, Ron Hill, Melissa Sauser, Joanne Mansur, and the following voted against the same:  none.  
Whereupon said resolution was duly passed and adopted.   (Addendum A.) 

 
3. Motion by Vanda Pressnall, seconded by Bob Erickson, to approve the bills from December 27, 2014, 

to January 28, 2015, as presented by the Business Manager.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
4. Motion by Dick Bergstrom, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the wire transfers as presented by the 

Business Manager.   All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
5. Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Melissa Sauser, to approve the Investment Report for the month of 

November, 2014, as presented by the Business Manager.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Melissa Schaller reviewed with the Board Special Education Program and Staff Planning projections for 
2015/2016. 
 
John Christiansen reported to the Board on TEA Facility Information for 2015/2016. 
 
Bob Erickson left at 6:48 PM. 
 
Eric VanBrocklin reported to the Board on Secondary Programs and Staff Planning Projections for 
2015/2016. 
 
6. Board Member  Ron Hill, introduced the following resolution:  Resolution for Directing Administration 

to Make Recommendations for Reductions in Programs and Positions and Reasons Therefore.   The 
motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Melissa Sauser and upon 
vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   Dan Cater, Deb Clark, Bob Erickson, Jill 
Lewis, Vanda Pressnall, Ron Hill, Melissa Sauser, Joanne Mansur, and the following voted against the 
same:  none.  Whereupon said resolution was duly passed and adopted.   (Addendum B.) 

 
7. Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Joanne Mansur, to approve the Maintenance Payments to Member 

Districts, as presented.  (Addendum C.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
8. Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Ron Hill, to approve the 2014/2015 budget adjustment for grant 

awards as presented by the Business Manager.  (Addendum D).  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
9. Motion by Dick Bergstrom, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the 2014/2015 budget adjustments for 

Special Education as presented by Melissa Schaller.  (Addendum E).  All present voted aye.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Member district updates were given. 
 
10. Motion by Joanne Mansur, seconded by Vanda Pressnall, to adjourn the meeting.   All present voted 
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aye.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:16 P.M. 
 
The next regular School Board Meeting will be Tuesday, March 3, 2015, in the 917 Board Room at Dakota 
County Technical College. 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Clerk 
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Intermediate School District #917 

School Board 
 

 

Resolution to Accept Donations 
 

 

 

Board member ______________ introduced the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLVED, that the School Board of Intermediate School District 917 accept the following  

donations, as indicated below, in the amount of  $310.00. 

 

1. Donation of a 12 cup programmable Cuisinart Coffee Maker from Paul Landwehr 

of Farmington to be used for Staff Recognition on April 29, 2015.  (Value $129.00.) 

 

2. Donation of school supplies, hats, gloves, art supplies, gift cards and food items 

from Augustana Lutheran Church in West St. Paul for students at DCALS North.  (Value $150.) 

 

3. Donation of bagels and cream cheese from the St. Paul Bagelry of Roseville for 

student and staff appreciation.  (Value $31.00) 

 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member 

______________, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:    

 

And the following voted against the same:  none. 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

 

Date Board Approved:   

18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



TO:  School Board Members 
 
FROM:  John Christiansen 
 
DATE:  February 25, 2015 
 
RE:  Appointment of Board Member to Calendar Committee 
 
 
The teacher contract identifies a Calendar Development Committee to meet and develop calendar 
options to be presented to the school board for their consideration when establishing the school district 
calendar.  The committee is made up of three administrators, one school board member and four 
members from Local 3904.  The committee meets in March and develops options for board 
consideration at the April board meeting.  If you are interested in the appointment, please let Jill or 
myself know. 
 
JC:ljb 
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