
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 

IN DAKOTA COUNTY 

 

 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING Tuesday, September 3, 2013 
  

 

AGENDA: 

I. Call to Order - Chair Lewis  

II. Conduct Pledge of Allegiance - Chair Lewis  

III. Visitors opportunity to be heard - Chair Lewis  

IV. Additions to the agenda - Chair Lewis  

V. Good News Report - Directors  

VI. Consent Items - Chair Lewis  

A. Minutes, August 20, 2013, Regular School Board Meeting 2 

B. Personnel Considerations 5 

VII. Donations - Chair Lewis  

A. Resolution Approving Donations 23 

VIII. Business Manager’s Report - Nicolle Roush  

A. Review and Approve Payment of Bills 24 

B. Review and Approve Wire Transfers 26 

IX. Reports  

A. Eagle Scout Presentation - Jaron Kittelson  

X. Old Business  

A. Review revised July 9, 2013, Organizational Minutes 28 

XI. New Business  

A. Approve Goals for 2013-2014 - John Christiansen 30 

B. Member District Updates - Board Members  

XII. Consider Future Agenda Items  

XIII. Adjournment  

SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION SCHOOL BOARD CALENDAR INFORMATION 



INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 
 

A School Board Meeting of the Intermediate School District 917 School Board was held on Tuesday, 
August 20, 2013, at 1300 145

th
 Street East, Rosemount, MN 55068.   

 
Members Present:  Arlene Bush, Dan Cater, Ron Hill, Jill Lewis, Bob Erickson, Deb Clark, Vanda Pressnall, 
Tom Ryerson, Melissa Sauser, and ex-officio member Superintendent John Christiansen. 
 
Members Absent:     None. 
 
Also Present:   Nicolle Roush, Eric Van Brocklin, Melissa Schaller, and Linda Berg 
 
School Board Chair Jill Lewis called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted. 
 
There were no visitors to be heard. 
 
The good news reports were presented.    
 
1. Motion by Vanda Pressnall, seconded by  Deb Clark, to approve the consent items, as presented.  All 

present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 Minutes:    July 9, 2013, Regular School Board Meeting 

 Minutes:   July 9, 2013, Organizational School Board Meeting.  Exception of Item 8 of Organizational 
Meeting.  Item 8 tabled for review of audio tape. 

 Personnel:  New Hires: Shae Elliott, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013.  Cheri Godfrey, 
Braillist, effective August 5, 2013.  Elizabeth Housworth, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013.  
Sarah Ideen, Special Education Teacher, effective August 22, 2013.  Patricia Jones, Classroom Assistant, 
effective Auguts 29, 2013 (from Student Assistant to Classroom Assistant).  Bonnie Korman, Classroom 
Assistant, effective August 29, 2013.  Sheila Lang, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013.  Jill 
Larson, Special Education Teacher-DAPE, effective August 22, 2013.  Laurel Larson, Classroom Assistant, 
effective August 29, 2013.  Brian Moga, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013.  Amanda 
Malone, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29,2013.  Joseph Sobottk, Part-time Cleaner, effective 
August 7, 2013.  Erin Stevens, Mental Health Practitioner, effective August 22, 2013.  Matthew Young, 
Custodian, effective July 23, 2013.  Dustin Rotegard, Special Education Teacher, effective August 22, 
2013.  Jessica Tennis, Enrollment Coordinator-DCALS North, effective August 22, 2013.  Sheila Toni, 
Special Education Teacher, effective August 22, 2013.  Change in Status:  Jean Beattie, Special Education 
Teacher, effective August 22, 2013 (from Classroom Assistant to Special Education Teacher).  Julie Illa, 
Administrative Assistant II, increase from 4 hours per day to 5 hours per day effective July 1, 2013, for 
the 2013-2014 fiscal year.  Kia Lor, Classroom Assistant, child care leave of absence beginning on or 
about August 21, 2013, with a return date on or about October 2, 2013.  Kim Martin, Special Education 
Teacher, effective August 22, 2013 (from Program Assistant to Special Education Teacher).  Kerri 
Wichern, Science Teacher, general leave of absence effective August 26, 2013, through June 9, 2014.  
Resignations and terminations:  Joe Bartel, Program Assistant, effective August 1, 2013.  Colleen 
Casalenda, Health Associate, effective August 2, 2013.  Dave Coffey, Special Education Teacher, 
effective August 7, 2013.  Raunn Finley, Special Education Teacher, effective August 8, 2013.  Abdou 
Ndaye, Classroom Assistant, effective August 27, 2013.  Phillip Schmidt, Classroom Assistant, effective 
August 27, 2013.  Jill Weintraut, Program Assistant, effective August 7, 2013.  Elizabeth Cook, Classroom 
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Assistant, effective August 15, 2013.  Kim French, Program Assistant, effective August 19, 2013.  Erinn 
Mann, Classroom Assistant, effective August 15, 2013. Amy Toennes, Program Assistant, effective 
August 19, 2013. 

 
2. Board Member Bob Erickson introduced the following resolution:  Resolution to Accept Donations.  

Donation of 50 Twins tickets to the Alliance Education Center School for a student and staff outing, at a 
value of approximately $1,000.  The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly 
seconded by Arlene Bush and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   
Arlene Bush, Dan Cater, Deb Clark, Bob Erickson, Jill Lewis, Vanda Pressnall, Ron Hill, Melissa Sauser, 
Tom Ryerson, and the following voted against the same:  non.  Whereupon said resolution was duly 
passed and adopted.   (Addendum A.) 

 
3. Motion by Tom Ryerson, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the bills from July 1, 2013, to August 12, 

2013, as presented by the Business Manager.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
4. Motion by Dan Cater, seconded by Ron Hill, to approve the wire transfers as presented by the Business 

Manager.   All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
5. Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Vanda Pressnall, to approve the Investment Report for the month of 

July, 2013, as presented by the Business Manager.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Superintendent Christiansen reported on the Transportation Academy Project. 
 
The ISD 917 Goals for 2013-2014 were discussed.   
 
6. Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Tom Ryerson, to approve the Lead Teachers for DCALS as follows:  

Dale Engman – DCALS (Tech); Patti Mattos – DCALS; Don Williams (DCALS-North), for the 2013-2014 
school year.  (Addendum B.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 
7. The School Board agenda items for 2013-2014 were reviewed.   
 
8. The School Board committee assignments were reviewed and approved for 2013-2014.   

(Addendum C.) 
 
9. Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the Modification to the Custodial/Delivery 

Employees Terms and Conditions’ Compensation Structure.  (Addendum D.)  All present voted aye.  
Motion carried. 

 
Board members presented district updates. 
 
Board went into closed session at 6:23 PM to discuss negotiations. 
 
10. Motion by Dan Cater, seconded by Melissa Sauser, to move back into open session.  All present voted 

aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Board reconvened at 7:15 PM. 
 
12. Motion by Tom Ryerson, seconded by Arlene Bush, to adjourn the meeting.   All present voted aye.  
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Motion carried. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:16 P.M. 
 
The next regular School Board Meeting will be Tuesday, September 3, 2013, in the 917 Board Room at 
Dakota County Technical College. 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Clerk 
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APPENDIX C 
SUMMARY OF PERSONNEL ITEMS RECOMMENDED 

FOR ACTION AT BOARD MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 
 
NEW HIRES: 
 

Shereen Eldeeb, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013. 
 
Brittany Gomez-Matos, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013. 
 
Melissa Grassl, Classroom Assistant, effective August 21, 2013. 
 
Anna Kalmi, Program Assistant, effective August 29, 2013. 
 
Robert Keech, Science Teacher-DCALS, effective August 26, 2013. 
 
Sarah McLennan, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013. 
 
Travis Nowlan, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013 
 
Nicolle Smith, Classroom Assistant, effective September 3, 2013. 
 
Danielle Wolfe, Classroom Assistant, effective August 29, 2013 (from Student 
Assistant to Classroom Assistant). 
 

RE-HIRES: 
 
Karey Heim, Special Education Teacher, effective August 26, 2013. 

 
CHANGE IN STATUS: 
 

Don Williams, Social Studies Teacher, increase from .9 FTE to 1.0 FTE effective 
August 26, 2013. 

 
RESIGNATIONS & TERMINATIONS: 
 

Grant Adams, Classroom Assistant, effective August 21, 2013. 
 
Tara Duden, Special Education Teacher, effective August 23, 2013. 
 
Jessica Tennis, Information Management Assistant I and Enrollment Coordinator-
DCALS North, effective August 22, 2013. 

 

5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



Intermediate School District #917 

School Board 
 

 

Resolution to Accept Donations 
 

 

 

Board member _________________  introduced the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLVED, that the School Board of Intermediate School District 917 accept the following  

donations, as indicated below, in the amount of $300. 

 

1. Donation of $300 towards the purchase of directional signage stands from Valorie 

Whitmer of Farmington, MN.   

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member  

_________________  and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   

 

And the following voted against the same:  none. 

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

 

Date Board Approved:  ____________________________ 
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT 917 

Organizational Meeting 

 

 

The Organizational Meeting of the Intermediate School District 917 School Board was held in the Board Room 

at Dakota County Technical College on Tuesday, July 9, 2013, at 5:15 PM. 

 

Members Present:  Arlene Bush, Deborah Clark, Dan Cater, Bob Erickson, Ron Hill, Jill Lewis, Vanda 

Pressnall, Melissa Sauser, and ex-officio member John Christiansen. 

 

Members Absent:  Tom Ryerson 

 

Also Present:  Nicolle Roush, Eric Van Brocklin, Melissa Schaller, and Linda Berg 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:15 PM by Superintendent John Christiansen. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted. 

 

District 917 Notary Public, Linda Berg, administered the oath of office to reappointed Board Member Jill 

Lewis, (Inver Grove Heights).  The oath of office was also administered to new Board Members Bob Erickson 

(Lakeville) and Melissa Sauser (Farmington).  

 

Superintendent Christiansen asked for nominations for position of School Board Chair. 

 

1. Motion by Dan Cater to nominate Jill Lewis as Chair for 2013-2014.  There were no other nominations.  

Motion by Deb Clark, seconded by Arlene Bush, to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot.  All 

present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Jill Lewis assumed the position of Chair and proceeded with the meeting. 

 

2. Motion by Vanda Pressnall  to nominate Deb Clark for the position of  Vice Chair.   There were no other 

nominations.   Motion by Dan Cater, seconded by Arlene Bush to close nominations and cast a unanimous 

ballot.  All present voted aye.   Motion carried. 

 

3. Motion by Deb Clark to nominate Vanda Pressnall for the position of Clerk.  There were no other 

nominations.   Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Deb Clark, to close nominations and cast a unanimous 

ballot.  All present voted aye.   Motion carried. 

 

4. Motion Bob Erickson to nominate Ron Hill for the position of Treasurer.  There were no other 

nominations.   Motion by Bob Erickson, seconded by Arlene Bush, to close nominations and cast a 

unanimous ballot.   All present voted aye.   Motion carried. 

 

5. Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Vanda Pressnall, to set the School Board meeting dates for 2013-2014 

on the 1
st
 Tuesday of each month at 5:15 PM, with the exception of August which will be on August 20, 

2013, and the November 5 meeting will begin at 4:30 PM.   Two work sessions have been incorporated 

into the calendar:  January 21, 2014, and April 22, 2014.  All work sessions begin at 4:00 PM.  All present 

voted aye.  Motion carried.  (Addendum A.) 

 

6. Motion by Dan Cater, seconded by Arlene Bush, to designate Lillie Suburban Newspapers, Inc., Sun 

Thisweek/Dakota County Tribune, and the Hastings Star Gazette as the official newspapers for 

Intermediate School District 917 for 2013-2014.  (Addendum B.)    The minutes will be summarized with 

the website address listed to view the official minutes.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

28



REVISED 
 

7. Motion by Vanda Pressnall, seconded by Deb Clark, to approve the Intermediate School District 917 

Public Notice regarding student records which will be included in the Student Handbooks, as presented.  

(Addendum C.)  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Motion by Vanda Pressnall, seconded by Melissa Sauser to increase the compensation for District 917 

School Board Members to $3750and $4,000 for the Board Chair for the 2013-2014 school year.   A 

stipend of $30 for the Personnel and Insurance Committee members and an additional $30 if the meeting 

goes over two hours.   All other stipends are eliminated.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Motion by Ron Hill, seconded by Bob Erickson, to increase the compensation for District 917 School 

Board Members to $3750 and $4,000 for the Board Chair for the 2013-2014 school year.  All present 

voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Motion by Vanda Pressnall, seconded by Melissa Sauser, to maintain the stipend of $30 per meeting 

for Personnel and Insurance Committee meetings only.   Any additional time over two hours, will be 

paid an additional $30 no matter how long the meeting continues.  All other stipends are eliminated 

except for mileage reimbursement.  All present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Motion by  Ron Hill, seconded by Bob Erickson to designate Wells Fargo as the General/Building Funds 

depository and for investments; First State Bank of Rosemount for Auxiliary Funds; U.S. Bank of 

Minneapolis (used for payroll direct deposit only); Commerce Bank (A/P vendor payments); and the 

Minnesota School District Liquid Asset Fund for investments; to authorize the Business Manager to make 

short-term investments; to grant authorization to use facsimile signatures of Board officials and to use 

existing signature stamps until new ones can be obtained;  to authorize the Business Manager  to perform 

the duties of Clerk and Treasurer as provided in Minn. Stat. Section 123.14, Subd. 1; and to authorize the 

Business Manager to make electronic transfer of funds with written confirmation as provided by Minnesota 

Statutes to authorize the Business Manager to lease/purchase, and contract for goods and services within 

the Board approved budget.  (Transactions in an amount exceeding the minimum amount for which bids 

are required and must be specifically authorized by the Board, in accordance with M.S. 123.37, Subd. 1.a).  

(Addendum D).  All present voted aye.  Motion carried.   

 

The Board members reviewed last year’s committee assignments.   Committee assignments will be made at the 

next Board meeting on August 20, 2013. 

 

10.  Motion by Bob Erickson, seconded by Vanda Pressnall, to adjourn the organizational meeting.  All present 

voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business the Organizational Meeting adjourned at 5:44 PM. 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Clerk 
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Proposed Goals for 2013-2014 

 

1. Develop a teacher evaluation and peer review process for probationary and continuing 
contract teachers that is appropriate for the programs of Intermediate School District 917. 

 
2. Implement the Intermediate School District 917 principal evaluation system. 
 
3. Research the feasibility of developing Early Childhood Education and Hospitality/Tourism 

career pathway partnerships with DCTC and area employers. 
 
4. Continue developing secondary program partnerships with DCTC in the areas of nanoscience 

and transportation careers. 
 
5. Implement a revised student day schedule for DCALS and include an on-line option and 

independent study option for students to increase ADM and improve high school diploma 
completion. 

 
6. Continue implementation of the Program Evaluation Model and Cycle.  (Year 1 – PACES and 

SUN data collection and report writing; Year 2 – IDEA-goal setting.) 
 
7. Develop and implement the roles and responsibilities of behavior support staff, including 

licensed psychologist and contracted behavior analyst, across district programs to increase 
student academic engagement. 

 
8. Enhance focus on and involvement in addressing the mental health needs of learners, including 

staff development, supporting the efforts of the Dakota County Collaborative and advocacy at 
the State level. 

 
9. Pilot an electronic time card system for hourly employees in selected special education 

programs. 
 
10. Continue the implementation of the work plan for workers compensation claims control and 

reduction of lost work time. 
 
11. Evaluate program space, conditions and relocation options for programs at Apple Valley and 

Gideon Pond. 
 
12. Seek opportunities to develop partnerships with area school districts, DCTC, IHCC, Dakota/Scott 

WIB, and area employers to expand and enhance career pathways for students to meet the 
area work force needs of the 21st century. 

 
 

30


	Agenda
	Call to Order - Chair Lewis
	Conduct Pledge of Allegiance - Chair Lewis
	Visitors opportunity to be heard - Chair Lewis
	Additions to the agenda - Chair Lewis
	Good News Report - Directors
	Consent Items - Chair Lewis
	Minutes, August 20, 2013, Regular School Board Meeting
	Mins. August 20, 2013.doc

	Personnel Considerations
	September 3 2013 Bd mtg personnel items.docx
	Candidate Summaries September 2013.pdf
	Addendum for September 3, 2013.pdf


	Donations - Chair Lewis
	Resolution Approving Donations
	Donation Resolution September 2, 2013.doc


	Business Manager’s Report - Nicolle Roush
	Review and Approve Payment of Bills
	Bills Sept. 2013.pdf

	Review and Approve Wire Transfers
	Wire Transfers September 2013.pdf


	Reports
	Eagle Scout Presentation - Jaron Kittelson

	Old Business
	Review revised July 9, 2013, Organizational Minutes
	July 9 Organizational Mins 2013.doc


	New Business
	Approve Goals for 2013-2014 - John Christiansen
	Goals 2013-2014.docx

	Member District Updates - Board Members

	Consider Future Agenda Items
	Adjournment

