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Meeting April 26, 2010 Library Media Center 
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Agenda

I. Preliminary Business
A. Call to Order
B. Salute to the Flag
C. Correspondence
D. Public Comment 

II. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Meeting Minutes

1. February 22, 2010 Regular Meeting
2. March 15, 2010 Regular Meeting

III. Reports
A. Superintendent's Report

1. BRS Update
a. BRS Monthly Enrollment Report

2. World Language Program Update
a. Act on CES Title II Grant 2010/11

3. Wintergreen Magnet School
B. PTO Update
C. Facilities Committee Report
D. BRS Building Committee
E. Policy Committee
F. Ad Hoc Strategic School Profile Committee
G. CABE Liaison Report
H. ACES Liaison Report

IV. New Business
A. Act on Certified Staff Retirements
B. Act on Staff Resignation

V. Finance
A. Approval of Financial Reports from Finance Committee

1. Monthly Summary Financial Report Ending March 31, 2010
2. Monthly Detail Financial Report Ending March 31, 2010
3. Combining Financial Statements Through March 31, 2010
4. Summer Enrichment 2010 Budget Proposal
5. Extended Day 2010/11 Budget Proposal
6. 2010/11 Cafeteria Budget Proposal
7. Cafeteria Point of Service Proposal

B. 2009/10 Budget Adjustment
C. Update on GASB 43/45 Funds and Status of BOS Investment Committee 

Proceedings



VI. Old Business
VII. Other

A. Public Comment
B. Executive Session, in accordance with State Statute

VIII. Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Monday, February 22, 2010 

Library Media Center, Beecher Road School 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Tom Handler, Vice Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Clotilde Dudley-Smith, Mr. Michael Ewing; Dr. Steve Fleischman, Secretary; Dr. 
Thomas Handler, and Mr. Mark Livesay. 
 
STAFF: Dr. Guy Stella, Superintendent; Chuck Zettergren, Business Manager; MaryLou Torre, Intermediate Grades 
Principal; Sheila Haverkampf, Special Service Director and Marsha DeGennaro, Clerk of the Board.   
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  Joe Holowienko, WEA; Margaret Hamilton, PTO; Aldon Hynes, Kerry Steinfeld, 
community. 
 
BOARD CORRESPONDENCE  
Letter was received from Dr. William Silberberg. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Kerry Steinfeld expressed concern regarding the lack of communication to parents on a recent incident that occurred after 
hours at Beecher Road School that involved employees of the outside cleaning service and the type of background checks 
that are conducted employees and outside services. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Minutes 
MOTION #1 – MINUTES, JANUARY 4, 2010 SPECIAL MEETING  
Move that we approve the minutes of the January 41, 2010 Special Meeting. 
    Mr. Livesay 
    Second by Dr. Fleischman 
    UNANIMOUS 
 
MOTION #2 – MINUTES, JANUARY 19, 2010 REGULAR MEETING  
Move that we approve the minutes of the January 19, 2010 Regular Meeting. 
    Mr. Livesay 
    Second by Dr. Fleischman 
 IN FAVOR:  Dr. Dudley-Smith, Dr. Handler, Dr. Fleischman 
 ABSTAIN:  Mr. Ewing and Mr. Livesay 
    MOTION PASSES 3-0-2 
 
REPORTS 
 
Superintendent’s Report  
¾ Beecher Road School Update – Superintendent Stella highlighted the return of children from the Winter Break, 

the removal of brush on the South ball field, Chinese New Year Celebration at the Chinese Sunday School at 
SCSU and an Eagle Scout Ceremony. Students in Grades 5 & 6 participated in the School Climate project, a 
program designed to respond to bullying and focuses on defining strategies for development of the 
social/emotional well being of children. It is anticipated a Superintendent’s Academy will be held on bullying in 
the spring. Ms. Haverkampf provided an update on the TAG Program and the upcoming Book Study Group for 
Parents.  

 
¾ Open Choice – Superintendent Stella reviewed the participation in Open Choice.  The recommendation from 

administration was to maintain the current allocation of 12 slots. 
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MOTION #3 – OPEN CHOICE PARTICIPATION  
Move that we continue our participation in the Open Choice program and allocate 12 slots beginning in Kindergarten for 
the 2010/11 school year. 
    Mr. Ewing 
    Second by Dr. Fleischman 
    UNANIMOUS 

 
¾ Wintergreen Magnet School – this was deferred to the March meeting when Dr. Edmondson would be in 

attendance. 
 
¾ Tri-State Update – Ms. Torre outlined the process that staff is engaged in as part of the Tri-State Visit in the 

Spring. Surveys and interviews will be conducted with staff, students and parents as part of developing the 
essential question, identifying resources & artifacts and documenting evidence. The self-study is not a report card 
nor a teacher evaluation. The focus is on three areas: (1) a rubric to review evidence that the approach selected is 
organized and directing the work through the eight indicators of success; (2) implementation of the plan that has 
been established; and (3) results that validate differences and/or success in student performance/achievement. This 
visit provides an independent assessment on where we were, where we are, what has been accomplished and 
suggestions for where we need to go. A comprehensive report will be provided to the Board at the May meeting. 

 
PTO Report – Ms. Hamilton invited everyone to The Hoot on February 27, 2010. Successful social nights have been held 
in each of the Primary Grades with Grades 3-6 slated for the Spring. The March PTO meeting will be rescheduled and the 
Spring Book Fair is the week of March 22.  
 
Facilities Committee –  No Report 
 
BRS Town Building Committee – Dr. Fleischman presented the report prepared by Mr. Barkin, Vice Chair of the Building 
Committee. The Building Committee requested ratification from the Board on the selection of Dimeo Construction as the 
Construction Manager for the project. 
 
MOTION #4 – SELECTION OF CM (DIMEO CONSTRUCTION)  
Move that we recommend the selection of Dimeo Construction as the CM for the BRS Building Project. 
    Dr. Fleischman 
    Second by Mr. Ewing 
    UNANIMOUS 
   
Policy Committee  –  No Report 
 
Curriculum Committee (Committee of the Whole)  – A comprehensive review and in-depth analysis of the Math 
curriculum will occur in March, Language Arts/Reading/Writing in April and World Language in June. It was requested 
the Board have adequate time to review all data that will be presented, inclusive of how the process works, the scope of 
the review, what resources are involved and how information/data is used.  
 
Ad Hoc SSP Committee  – It is anticipated this committee will meet on March 9. 
 
CABE – No Report 
 
ACES – No Report 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Superintendent Stella presented the 2010/11 Calendar developed in conjunction with the BOWA districts.  
 
MOTION #5 – 2010/11 CALENDAR 
Move that we approve the 2010/11 Calendar as presented by administration. 
    Mr. Ewing 
    Second by Mr. Livesay  
    UNANIMOUS 
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FINANCE 
Dr. Handler reviewed the February 8 Finance Committee meeting and presented the Financial Reports. Administration has 
been diligent in their efforts to identify cost savings to offset the unanticipated deficit in Special Education costs.  
 
MOTION #6 – BOARD OF EDUCATION 2009/10 MONTHLY SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Move that we accept the 2009/10 BOE Monthly Summary Financial Report, F1, submitted by the Business Manager for 
the period ending January 31, 2010. 
    Mr. Ewing 
    Second by Mr. Livesay  
    UNANIMOUS 
 
MOTION #7 – BOARD OF EDUCATION 2009/10 MONTHLY DETAIL FINANCIAL REPORT 
Move that we approve the 2009/10 BOE Monthly Detail Financial Report, F2-5, submitted by the Business Manager for 
the period ending January 31, 2010. 
    Mr. Ewing 
    Second by Mr. Livesay  
    UNANIMOUS 
 
MOTION #8 – BOARD OF EDUCATION 2009/10 COMBINED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Move that we approve the 2009/10 BOE Combined Financial Statements, F6-7, submitted by the Business Manager for 
the period ending January 31, 2010. 
    Mr. Ewing 
    Second by Mr. Livesay  
    UNANIMOUS 
 
Results of the Point-of-Service bids as well as a thorough analysis of the whole Cafeteria process were requested. 
Administration will solicit feedback from the Wellness Committee and develop a plan that will be shared with the Finance 
Committee prior to action by the full board. 
 
Early Retirement Plan  
Concern was expressed for increasing the base buyout from $25,000 to $35,000 given the current economy. 
Administration was urged to consider a cap on the number of participants.  It was noted that the plan is developed based 
on our staffing profile, criteria limits eligibility and it is to everyone’s advantage to make the offer attractive.  
 
MOTION #9 –EARLY RETIREMENT PLAN 
Move that we authorize the Superintendent to move forward with the implementation of an Early Retirement Plan for 
certified staff. 
    Mr. Livesay  
    Second by Mr. Ewing 
    UNANIMOUS 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
Dr. Fleischman requested an Executive Session to discuss the specifics pertaining to the custodial staff.  
 
MOTION #9 –MEETING SESSION 
Move that we go into Executive Session. 
    Dr. Fleischman 
    Second by Mr. Livesay 
    UNANIMOUS 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Clotilde Dudley-Smith, Mr. Michael Ewing; Dr. Steve Fleischman, Secretary; Dr. 
Thomas Handler, and Mr. Mark Livesay. 
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STAFF: Dr. Guy Stella, Superintendent and Chuck Zettergren, Business Manager.  
 
Public Session (8:51 PM). 
      
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  (8:51 PM) 

  Dr. Handler 
  Second by Dr. Dudley-Smith 

UNANIMOUS 
 
 
 
Recorded by Marsha DeGennaro, Clerk of the Board 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Monday, March 15, 2010 

Library Media Center, Beecher Road School 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Sheila McCreven, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Ms. Sheila McCreven, Chair; Mr. David Barkin, Mr. Michael Ewing; Dr. Steve 
Fleischman, Secretary; Dr. Thomas Handler, Vice Chair; Mr. Carl Lindskog, Mr. Mark Livesay and Dr. YanYun Wu 
(7:16 PM). 
 
STAFF: Dr. Guy Stella, Superintendent; Chuck Zettergren, Business Manager; MaryLou Torre, Intermediate Grades 
Principal; Sheila Haverkampf, Special Service Director and Marsha DeGennaro, Clerk of the Board.   
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  Mr. Edward Sheehy, First Selectman; Joe Holowienko, WEA; Jean Molot, Jennifer 
Schnitzer, Math Teachers; Sandy Stein, Board of Selectmen and Margaret Hamilton, PTO. 
 
BOARD CORRESPONDENCE  
Letter received from the Town Clerk regarding completion of Code of Ethics/Private Interest form. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  –  None 
 
Concerns were expressed regarding items not on the agenda – Annual Performance Review of the Superintendent; Town 
Audit Report and the GASB 45/Medical Reserve status with Town.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Superintendent’s Report  
¾ Board Member Recognition – Superintendent Stella presented each member with a book, Mindset (Carol S. 

Sweck. Ph.D.), and extended his heartfelt thanks to each member for their dedication and commitment on behalf 
of the children of Beecher Road School. First Selectman, Edward Sheehy read a proclamation praising and 
thanking Board members for their service to the Woodbridge community. 

 
Dr. Wu arrived (7:16 PM) 

 
¾ Beecher Road School Update – Superintendent Stella highlighted Read Across America, Superintendent’s Parent 

Academy March 23 on Responsive Classroom, monthly meetings with teachers and administrators on STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and Nancy Smerekanicz, a 6th grade teacher who won grant 
to attend the Honeywell Educators Space Academy Program at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama.  

 
¾ Math Curriculum Update – Superintendent Stella, Ms. Molot and Ms. Schnitzer presented a comprehensive 

overview of the current Math program, units of study/grade levels, resources and assessment data. The review 
included State of Connecticut Math Curriculum Frameworks, National Council on Teaching Mathematics 
Principals and Standards, CMT’s, web sites, textbook resources, grade level team correlations, differentiated 
learning strategies, continuity of skill development and instructional tools. Questions were raised regarding 
assessments that exceed Connecticut standards and compare data nationally given our lack of performance 
internationally; determination for how, what, when and where Math strands are taught; evaluation of resources 
and websites; internal assessment among grade levels and class-to-class that measure growth annually and what 
else is required to develop an ideal Math program.   

 
PTO Report – Ms. Hamilton noted The Hoot raised over $12,000, social nights are continuing with the 4th grade this 
Friday and reminded everyone of the Spring Book Fair the week of March 22.  
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Facilities Committee – Dr. Fleischman reported on the meeting held just prior to the Board meeting regarding the solar 
panel bid. Unfortunately only one bid was received. The Committee believed it could be more cost effective to bid the 
photo voltaic and dunnage separately. A letter will be sent to the Town from the Chair and Superintendent requesting the 
project be rebid as separate components.  
 
BRS Town Building Committee – Mr. Barkin, Vice Chair of the Building Committee indicated this committee is currently 
meeting on a weekly basis. At the last meeting, a presentation on potential canopies for the front of the building was 
received. At their meeting tomorrow, they will meet with the construction manager, who will guide the phasing, cost 
model development and sequencing of events and also discuss the impact on bonding and the Town’s debt service. It is 
anticipated they remain on target for a spring referendum date.  
   
Policy Committee  – No Report 
 
Ad Hoc SSP Committee  – It is anticipated this committee will meet following the April Board meeting. As the 
Preliminary Budget Hearing is the same evening as the regularly scheduled BOE meeting, the regular April meeting will 
be held on April 26. 
 
CABE – Dr. Fleischman expressed interest in attending the NSBA Conference April 9-12 in Chicago. Approximately  
$1,065 is allocated for Board member professional development in this year’s budget.  
 
Mr. Ewing left the meeting (9:00 PM). 
 
ACES – Superintendent Stella noted that action on participation in the Wintergreen Magnet School is deferred to the April 
meeting to allow the CSDE and the Hamden BOE to render final budget and funding allocations. Dr. Edmondson will 
attend the April meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Superintendent Stella presented a leave of absence request for the 2010/11 school year.  
 
MOTION #1 – LEAVE OF ABSENCE (HALSEY) 
Move that we grant Grace Halsey a leave of absence for the 2010/11 school year. 
    Dr. Handler 
    Second by Mr. Lindskog  
    UNANIMOUS 
 
Non-renewal of Non-tenured Staff – Superintendent Stella presented the non-renewal of contracts for three certified staff 
members who may not have a position in the coming year. This recommendation is made in accordance with Connecticut 
General Statute 10-151.  The notification of a non-renewal recommendation is perfunctory in nature and followed by 
districts throughout the state. The determination and selection of individuals is based on seniority and endorsement area. 
The procedure is generally predicated on a "last in, first out" premise.  

 
MOTION #2 –NON-RENEWAL NON-TENURED STAFF 
Move that pursuant to Connecticut General Statute 10-151, we accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to non-renew 
the teaching contracts of Carson Echeverry, Jennifer Schnitzer and Caterina Zdrowski at the end of the 2010/11 school 
year. Further, move that the Superintendent be directed to communicate this action of the Board in writing to each and 
further, that the Superintendent be authorized to respond on behalf of the Board of Education to any requests which may 
be forthcoming from each and/or their representative pursuant to Connecticut General Statute 10-151. 
    Dr. Handler 
    Second by Mr. Lindskog 
    UNANIMOUS 
 
FINANCE 
Dr. Handler reviewed the March 8 Finance Committee meeting and presented the Financial Reports. Dr. Handler apprised 
the Board that because of Spring Vacation, the April Finance meeting will be held Thursday, April 8. 
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MOTION #3 – BOARD OF EDUCATION 2009/10 MONTHLY SUMMARY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Move that we accept the 2009/10 BOE Monthly Summary Financial Report, F1, submitted by the Business Manager for 
the period ending February 28, 2010. 
    Dr. Handler 
    Second by Ms. McCreven  
    UNANIMOUS 
 
Mr. Zettergren indicated the projected surplus has been reduced to approximately $28,000, from $45,000, as a result of 
additional unanticipated expenses in Special Education related to OT/PT consulting services. The audit report, the 
2010/11 Extended Day and Summer Enrichment budgets will be presented to the Finance Committee at their April 8 
meeting. Concern was expressed regarding the overrun in Special Education. It was suggested that administration enact a 
freeze on discretionary funding for at least the next two months. 
 
MOTION #4 – BOARD OF EDUCATION 2009/10 MONTHLY DETAIL FINANCIAL REPORT 
Move that we approve the 2009/10 BOE Monthly Detail Financial Report, F2-6, submitted by the Business Manager for 
the period ending February 28, 2010. 
    Dr. Handler 
    Second by Ms. McCreven  
    UNANIMOUS 
 
Concern was expressed again regarding the status report on GASB 45, the medical reserve and the investment fund that 
has been requested for several months and yet all remain unknown. It was noted these items would be placed on the April 
Finance Committee agenda.   
 
MOTION #5 – BOARD OF EDUCATION 2009/10 COMBINED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Move that we approve the 2009/10 BOE Combined Financial Statements, F6-7, submitted by the Business Manager for 
the period ending February 28, 2010. 
    Dr. Handler 
    Second by Ms. McCreven  
    UNANIMOUS 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Joe Holowienko, on behalf of the WEA, expressed their appreciation and support of the Board of Education. 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  (9:31 PM) 

  Dr. Fleischman  
  Second by Mr. Lindskog 

UNANIMOUS 
 
 

 
 
Recorded by Marsha DeGennaro, Clerk of the Board 
 



Beecher Road School
Woodbridge School District
Student Enrollment As of April 5, 2010

Gr./Teacher Boys Girls Total Gr./Teacher Boys Girls Total

PRE-K GRADE 4
DePalma 11 9 20 Eleck 10 7 17

Concilio 9 9 18
KINDERGARTEN Russo 9 9 18
Belisle 9 11 20 Vincitorio 11 9 20
Coleman 8 12 20 Rourke 10 10 20
Dempsey 7 12 19 TOTAL 93
Salindardi 8 11 19
Wyman-Anctil 7 12 19
TOTAL 96 GRADE 5

Blinstrubas 8 11 19
McCollom 8 10 18
Chase 10 8 18
Mumford 9 10 19

GRADE 1 Ngov 11 7 18
Chick 10 6 16 TOTAL 92
Hutchinson 8 8 16
Navudu 9 7 16
Piascyk 8 8 16
Regan 9 6 15 GRADE 6

Holowienko 13 8 21
TOTAL 79 Katzen 9 10 19

Osborn 8 12 20
GRADE 2 Smerekanicz 10 11 21
Echeverry 12 7 19 Waldron 12 7 19
Krawec 10 10 20 White 10 13 23
Crespi 7 9 16
Nakouzi 9 8 17 TOTAL 123

TOTAL 72 MULTI-AGE
Sanders(yr 1) 10 10 20
Burness(Yr.2) 9 6 15

GRADE 3 Golden(Yr.3) 6 10 16
Don 10 7 17 Ahern(yr 4) 11 10 21
Halsey 10 8 18
Lavigne 10 8 18 TOTAL 72
Crawford 11 6 17
Reizfeld 11 8 19 ENROLLMENT DATA
TOTAL 89 B.R.S 736 (K-6:716/PreK:20)

Other 8
O.O.D. 5 TOTAL 744

MAGNET 3 COMPARISON TOTALS -April 1, 2009
B.R.S 752 (K-6:734/Pre-K:18)
Other 8
TOTAL 760
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