
Windsor Board of Education
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 7:00 PM
BOE Regular Meeting - Hybrid via Zoom and In-Person Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82784750961 Or Telephone: +1 646 558 8656 +1 301 715 8592 Webinar ID: 827 
8475 0961

601 Matianuck Avenue
Windsor, CT 06095

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag, Moment of Silence
Speaker(s): D. Furie

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements
Speaker(s): D. Furie
2.a. Recognition—CABE Student Leadership Awards:  WHS—Kayla Cameron, 

Marcelus Brown; SPMS—Jazmin Schroeder, Luke Giacomazzi
Speaker(s): D. Furie/T. Hill

2.b. Recognition—Sophia DiFelici, BOE Student Representative 
Speaker(s): D. Furie

2.c. Recognition--CABE Communication Award
Speaker(s): L. Lockhart

3. Audience to Visitors
Speaker(s): D. Furie

4. Consent Agenda
Speaker(s): D. Furie
4.a. Financial Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
4.b. Enrollment Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
4.c. Food Service Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
4.d. Human Resources Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
5. Approval of Minutes

Speaker(s): L. Lockhart
5.a. April 16, 2024 Regular Meeting

Speaker(s): L. Lockhart
5.b. May 1, 2024 Special Meeting

Speaker(s): L. Lockhart
6. Student Representative Report

Speaker(s): S. DiFelici
7. Board of Education

Speaker(s): D. Furie
7.a. President's Report

Speaker(s): D. Furie
7.b. Revisions to 2024-2025 School Calendar

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
7.c. Program Enhancement Project (PEP) Grants for Adult Education

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
7.d. School Liaison Reports

Speaker(s): D. Furie
7.d.1. Windsor High School

Speaker(s): A. Taylor/N. Wolliston
7.d.2. Sage Park Middle School

Speaker(s): A. King/P. Panos
7.d.3. Clover Street School

Speaker(s): J. Madison
7.d.4. John F. Kennedy School

Speaker(s): J. Canter
7.d.5. Oliver Ellsworth School

Speaker(s): L. Lockhart
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7.d.6. Poquonock School
Speaker(s): J. Halek

8. Superintendent's Report
Speaker(s): T. Hill
8.a. Multilingual Learner (MLL) Program

Speaker(s): N. Abdel-Hady
8.b. Increasing Educator Diversity Plan

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
9. Committee Reports

Speaker(s): D. Furie
10. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings

Speaker(s): D. Furie
10.a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, June 18, 2024, 7:00 PM, LPW, Board Room

Speaker(s): D. Furie
11. Audience to Visitors

Speaker(s): D. Furie
12. Adjournment

Speaker(s): D. Furie
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Windsor Board of Education 

Regular Meeting – Hybrid via Zoom and In-Person 

Unapproved Minutes 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024 7:00 PM 

L.P. Wilson Community Center, Board room 

601 Matianuck Avenue 

Windsor, CT 06095 
 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the Tuesday, April 16, 2024 Regular Meeting. Any additions or corrections will be 

made at a future meeting. 
 

Ms. Jill Canter:    Present    

Mr. David Furie:    Present    

Mr. Jeremy Halek:    Present    

Mr. Anthony King:    Present    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart:    Present    

Mr. James Madison:    Present    

Mr. Paul Panos:    Present    

Ms. Ayana Taylor:    Present    

Mr. Nathan Wolliston:    Present    

All board members attended in person. 

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag, Moment of Silence 

Mr. Furie called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM with the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of Silence. Also in attendance 

were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Terrell Hill, Director of Business Services and Human Resources Danielle Batchelder, 

Director of Pupil and Special Education Services Mary Cristofaro. 

 

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements 

a. Proclamation--Teacher Appreciation Week, May 6-10 

Mr. Furie announced May 6-10 as Teacher Appreciation Week.  He read the proclamation, recognizing the WEA co-

presidents, Jennifer Delskey and John Scanlon, who accepted the recognition on behalf of the Windsor Public Schools’ 

teachers.  The proclamation will be posted at each school as well as in the central office.   

 

b. Recognition -- Windsor Education Foundation Grants 

Dr. Mallery introduced Windsor Education Foundation board member Danielle Hynes.  Ms. Hynes spoke about the mission of 

WEF, this year's recipients, and fund-raising.  This year, there were 9 grants approved for a total of $11,686.00. 

 

3. Audience to Visitors 

Di Van Houten, 31 Bent Road - She stated that there is a noise associated with the lunch computer that makes a sound when a 

student's food account isn't funded.  She said that this happened to her daughter, and it draws unwanted and negative attention 

to students who may be struggling with money.  She would like the system to be changed to eliminate sound effects. 

 

Tracey Zotter and Ariella Trifone, 28 Spring Street - Ms. Zotter and her daughter spoke highly of the SEL staff at JFK, and 

how it has positively impacted them.  Ms. Zotter urged the board, if budget cuts need to be made, to seriously consider 

keeping the SEL program intact. 

 

4. Consent Agenda 

b. Enrollment Report 

c. Food Service Report 

d. Human Resources Report 

 

Move the Board of Education approve consent agenda items 4.b. Enrollment Report, 4.c. Food Service Report, 4.d. Human 

Resources Report. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 
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Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes  

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

a. Financial Report 

Expenditures for March 31, 2024            $5,896,344 

 

Expenditures through March 31, 2024        $55,679,168 

 

Questions were asked regarding tutor positions and CREC and magnet school tuition. 

 

Move the Board of Education approve consent agenda items 4.a. Financial Report. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor 

and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes  

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

5. Approval of Minutes 

a. March 19, 2024 Regular Meeting 

 

Move the Board of Education approve the minutes of the March 19, 2024 PM Regular Meeting. This motion, made by Mr. 

Leonard Lockhart and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes  

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

6. Student Representative Report 

Ms. DeFelici announced that next week the high school will hold Wellness Wednesday with many activities planned and a 

spring carnival that evening which is open to the public.  Other upcoming events include Night of Jazz, the Music Department 

trip to Virginia Beach, OFCP Volunteer Awards night, and Rho Kappa and National Honor Society induction.  She 

announced many sports accolades, but wanted to give special attention to Lucas Pearce who broke the WHS 1600m track 

record.  She stated that local scholarships are open to applicants and AP exams are coming up in May. 

 

7. Board of Education 

a. President's Report 

Mr. Furie thanked the WEA co-presidents for attending, and he said that teachers and staff should be recognized year round.  

He suggested visiting the district website to see all the sporting events available to attend.  He said that JFK would hold a Fun 

Friday event with many activities being held including a visit by Team Paragon.  The district budget was presented to the 

Town Council.  Their vote will be held at a future meeting. 

 

b. School Liaison Reports 

1. Windsor High School 

Ms. Taylor said there are upcoming orchestra and choral performances.  Junior Prom will be held at La Notte on May 11.  She 

congratulated the NHS inductees. 

 

2. Sage Park Middle School 

Mr. Panos said that Sage Park held March into Fitness, to promote fitness testing in March.  He said that the 8th grade 

Washington D.C. trip was a success.  There was a NASA career day event, and there would be an 8th grade career day 

upcoming. 

 

3. Clover Street School 

Mr. Madison said that $20,000 was raised by the Clover Street School fun run.  Ms. Comer's class won for top March 

attendance.  A Sage Park presentation was scheduled for the families of incoming 6th graders.  Donations for the homeless are 

being accepted, the Scholastic Book Fair is soon, as is the STEM carnival. 19
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4. John F. Kennedy School 

Ms. Canter said that upcoming events include Coffee Talk with Principal Gagne, 3rd grade science showcase, student of the 

month, PTO meeting, and an art showcase.  May 7th will be an early release.  She recognized staff for Teacher Appreciation 

Week.  She also mentioned Nurse Appreciation Week as well. 

 

5. Oliver Ellsworth School 

Mr. Lockhart said that he has been attending town meetings regarding the work being done at Oliver Ellsworth School.  The 

intention is to have the issues resolved for staff returning after the summer break. 

 

6. Poquonock School 

Mr. Halek said that the Easter egg hunt was a success and well attended.  Upcoming events include Mother's Day Paint Night, 

a PTO meeting, and a strings concert. 

 

c. Set Last Day of School for 2023-2024 

Move the Board of Education approve a change to their approved 2023-2024 calendar setting Friday, June 7, 2024 as the last 

day of school for students in grades Pre-K to grade 11 and the last day for teachers would be Monday, June 10, 2024. This 

motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes  

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

d. Healthy Food Certification 

The Windsor Board of Education, Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-215f, certifies that all food items offered for sale to students 

in the schools under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutritional Standards published by the State of 

Connecticut Department of Education during the period of July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. This certificate shall include 

all food offered for sale to students separately from the reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, including but not 

limited to school stores, vending machines, school cafeterias, culinary programs, and any fundraising activities on school 

premises sponsored by the school or non-school organizations and groups. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and 

seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes  

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

The Windsor Board of Education will allow the sale to students of food items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutritional 

Standards and beverages not listed in Section 10-221 q of the Connecticut General Statutes provided that the following 

conditions are met: 1. the sale is in connection with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the 

weekend; 2. the sale is at the location of the event; 3. the food and beverage items are not sold from a vending machine or 

school store. An "event" is an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or 

extracurricular activity. For example, soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic debates are events but soccer practices, 

play rehearsals, and debate team meetings are not. The "regular school day" is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes 

after the end of the official school day. "Location" means where the event is being held and must be the same place as the 

food and beverage sales. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes  

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

8. Superintendent's Report 

Dr. Hill announced that there are only 37 days left of the 2023-2024 school year.  Teacher Appreciation Breakfasts will be 

held the first two weeks of May.  There will be several community forums on the town budget held with the Town Manager, 

Peter Souza.  The next Coffee Talk will be held on April 30, RSVP's can be done on the district website.  Special 

congratulations to WHS student, Alex Inyatkin, who will be performing at Radio City Music Hall on May 2nd. 
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a. Right to Read Mandate 

On behalf of Dr. Abdel-Hady, Ms. Bonnie Fineman, Secondary Curriculum Director, presented the Right to Read Mandate.  

She defined the terms used in the mandate, explained the waiver process, the waiver results from around the state, and the 

potential monetary cost of the project. 

 

Board members' questions and comments involved cost comparisons, how this legislation started, how local districts are 

implementing changes, and the pros and cons of the mandate. 

 

b. Portrait of a Graduate 

Ms. Fineman said that an earlier version of this item had been called "Profile of a Graduate."  She said that the "portrait" 

embeds expectations across all grade levels.  Words and phrases were thoughtfully selected to encompass what the committee, 

focus groups, and businesses emphasized as characteristics of successful adults.  After a hiatus, this has been revisited and is a 

district goal to complete. 

 

c. Increasing Educator Diversity Plan 

Ms. Batchelder presented the plan, as required by the state, to increase the number of diverse staff in the district.  She 

explained that much of what the state is requiring is already in place within the district, but improvements can be made. 

 

Board members asked questions regarding the purpose of the plan, other districts' responses, the need for diversity, and the 

wording of the document. 

 

9. Committee Reports 

There were no committee reports. 

 

10. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings 

a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, May 21, 2024, 7:00 PM, LPW, Board Room 

 

Ms. Canter reminded the community about the upcoming Shad Derby in May. 

 

Mr. Lockhart announced the Hayden Station Fire Department's all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast is Saturday.  Also, happy 

birthday to Brielle. 

 

Mr. Halek said Jim's Family Restaurant is holding a Tip-A-Cop event to benefit the Special Olympics. 

 

Ms. Taylor announced April as Autism Awareness Month.  She also congratulated Mr. Wolliston and Dr. Bramble on their 

upcoming wedding. 

 

Mr. Furie said that the Chamber of Commerce auction would be held soon. 

 

11. Audience to Visitors 

There were no speakers. 

 

12. Adjournment 

Move to adjourn the meeting at 10:06 PM. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes  

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:06 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Leonard O. Lockhart, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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Windsor Board of Education 

Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Unapproved Minutes 
Wednesday, May 1, 2024 7:30 PM 

 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the Wednesday, May 1, 2024 Special Meeting - Virtual Meeting via 

Zoom. Any additions or corrections will be made at a future meeting. 
 

Ms. Jill Canter:    Present    

Mr. David Furie:    Present    

Mr. Jeremy Halek:    Present    

Mr. Anthony King:    Present    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart:    Present    

Mr. James Madison:    Present    

Mr. Paul Panos:    Present    

Ms. Ayana Taylor:    Present    

Mr. Nathan Wolliston:    Absent    

All attendees were virtual. 

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag, Moment of Silence 

Mr. Furie called the special meeting to order at 7:35 PM with the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of Silence. 

Also in attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. Terrell Hill, Director of Business Services and Human 

Resources Danielle Batchelder, Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services Dr. Noha Abdel-Hady, 

and Director of Pupil and Special Education Services Mary Cristofaro. 

  

2. Audience to Visitors 

Tracey Zotter, 28 Spring Street - She asked, besides the public forums on the budget, if there was any way to 

inform the public about the importance of the content of the budget in layman's terms.  She said that there have 

been many questions from parents about how the school budget impacts them personally, and she hopes that more 

communication regarding the budget can be done. 

 

3. Budget FY 2024-2025 - The Board of Education will discuss the reduction of $1,000,000 and take possible action. 

Ms. Canter requested that the LPW nurse position be removed from the list of budget cuts.  She said that, in the 

event of an emergency, not having a nurse on staff at all times could be a liability for the student. 

 

It was made known by Dr. Hill that prior to COVID, there had not been a permanent nurse at LP Wilson and the 

position had been created out of ESSER funds.  Nurses are available, if needed, to move from school to school as 

needed, and currently there are more nurses in the district than school buildings. 

 

Move to remove the LPW Nurse position from the reduction list with a replacement cut of the Superintendent's 

choosing. This motion, made by Ms. Jill Canter and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Failed. 

 

Mr. David Furie: No, Mr. Jeremy Halek: No, Mr. Anthony King: No, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: No, Mr. James 

Madison: No, Ms. Ayana Taylor: No, Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes  

 

Yes: 2, No: 6 

 

Mr. King and Mr. Lockhart both spoke about their disappointment with the Town Council's cuts prior to taking the 

budget to the community, and appreciated the work done by Dr. Hill's team, they regret that it is necessary. 

 

Mr. Madison thanked Dr. Hill for his budget work and he admitted that he is not a fan of cuts. 
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Motion to accept the $1,000,000 reduction to the Board of Education's 2024/2025 Recommended Budget as 

detailed in the document provided by Danielle Batchelder, Director of Business Services and HR dated 5/1/24. 

This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: No, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard 

Lockhart: Yes, Mr. James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes  

 

Yes: 7, No: 1 

 

During the roll call vote for the original motion, the following comments were made by board members: 

 

Mr. King stated that while he supports the administration, he wishes the consent of the voters had been allowed 

first. 

 

Mr. Lockhart stated that the original budget should have gone to the voters, and that these cuts would sting for a 

long time.  The ESSER funds allowed for progress to be made in the district, and he hopes we won't fall behind. 

  

4. Announcements 

Mr. Madison had no comments. 

 

Mr. King congratulated Mr. Wolliston on his wedding. 

 

Mr. Halek congratulated Mr. Wolliston and announced his 8th wedding anniversary. 

 

Mr. Lockhart congratulated Mr. Wolliston. 

 

Ms. Canter thanked the board for their hard work on the budget and reminded everyone that Mother's Day is in 

May. 

 

Ms. Taylor congratulated both Mr. Wolliston and Mr. Halek.  She also praised the senior class on their Decision 

Day higher education selections. 

 

Mr. Panos congratulated both Mr. Wolliston and Mr. Halek. 

 

Mr. Furie congratulated both Mr. Wolliston and Mr. Halek.  He also thanked Dr. Hill for all the budget work that 

was done. 

 

5. Adjournment 

Move to adjourn at 8:14 pm. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard 

Lockhart: Yes, Mr. James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes  

 

Yes: 8, No: 0 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:14 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Leonard O. Lockhart, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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