
Windsor Board of Education
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 7:00 PM
BOE Regular Meeting - Hybrid via Zoom and In-Person Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88253632833 Or Telephone: +1 646 558 8656 +1 301 715 8592 Webinar ID: 882 
5363 2833

601 Matianuck Avenue
Windsor, CT 06095

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag, Moment of Silence
Speaker(s): D. Furie

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgments
Speaker(s): D. Furie
2.a. Recognition—WHS Indoor Track & Field Class L Championship – Boys and 

Girls
Speaker(s): D. Furie/T. Hill

3. Audience to Visitors
Speaker(s): D. Furie

4. Consent Agenda
Speaker(s): D. Furie
4.a. Financial Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
4.b. Enrollment Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
4.c. Food Service Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
4.d. Human Resources Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
5. Approval of Minutes

Speaker(s): L. Lockhart
5.a. February 21, 2024 Regular Meeting

Speaker(s): L. Lockhart
6. Student Representative Report

Speaker(s): S. DiFelici
7. Board of Education

Speaker(s): D. Furie
7.a. President's Report

Speaker(s): D. Furie
7.b. School Liaison Reports

Speaker(s): D. Furie
7.b.1. Windsor High School

Speaker(s): A. Taylor/N. Wolliston
7.b.2. Sage Park Middle School

Speaker(s): A. King/P. Panos
7.b.3. Clover Street School

Speaker(s): J. Madison
7.b.4. John F. Kennedy School

Speaker(s): J. Canter
7.b.5. Oliver Ellsworth School

Speaker(s): L. Lockhart
7.b.6. Poquonock School

Speaker(s): J. Halek
8. Superintendent's Report

Speaker(s): T. Hill
8.a. Residency Report

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder/K. Kearse
9. Committee Reports

Speaker(s): D. Furie
10. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings

Speaker(s): D. Furie
10.a. Next BOE Regular Meeting , Tuesday, April 16, 2024, 7:00 PM, LPW, Board Room
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Speaker(s): D. Furie
11. Audience to Visitors

Speaker(s): D. Furie
12. Legal Opinion Related to Transportation Contract Options (Executive Session and Possible Action)

Speaker(s): D. Batchelder
13. Adjournment

Speaker(s): D. Furie
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2024 WHS State Champions – Indoor Track Teams

Coaches:  Kelvan Kearse, Celeste Over, Nichole Donzella, Lorenzo Milledge, Michael Dunn

Girls Class L State Championship Team 

Riley Adams
Malia Alabre

Jamilah Anibawuni
Kaycie Brown

Hannah Donzella
Maya Donzella

Kayla Elder
Mikayla Evans
Shanae Green

Grayson Harris
Layla Harris
Taysha Hite

Adia Hill
Kara Khan

Casey Krapalis
Olivia Lawrence

Kareema McKenzie
Jaida Murray

Aubrilynn Norris
Saniah Penns

Destiny Ross-Bates
Evelyn Schwartz
Amari Williams
Jordyn Williams

Paige Wilson
Zauriyah Williams

Boys 2024 State Open Championship Team

Taeshawn Berry
Daunte Biggs

Maxim Copeland
Jordan Crain
Dylan Cramer
Jaquan Falling
Caneil Goldson
Hunter Howard
Joshua Looby
William Morin

Lucas Pierce
Chase Royal
Jason Rycerz

Damion Sparrow
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Windsor Board of Education 

Regular Meeting – Hybrid via Zoom and In-Person 

Unapproved Minutes 
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 7:00 PM 

601 Matianuck Avenue 

Windsor, CT 06095 
 

The following are the unapproved minutes of the Wednesday, February 21, 2024 Regular Meeting. Any additions or corrections will be 

made at a future meeting. 
 

Ms. Jill Canter:    Present    

Mr. David Furie:    Present    

Mr. Jeremy Halek:    Present    

Mr. Anthony King:    Present    

Mr. Leonard Lockhart:    Present    

Mr. James Madison:    Present    

Mr. Paul Panos:    Present    

Ms. Ayana Taylor:    Present    

Mr. Nathan Wolliston:    Present    

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge to the Flag, Moment of Silence 

 
Mr. Furie called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM with the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of Silence. Also in attendance were 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Terrell Hill, Director of Business Services and Human Resources Danielle Batchelder, Assistant 

Superintendent for Instructional Services Dr. Noha Abdel-Hady, Director of Pupil and Special Education Services Mary Cristofaro. 

  

2. Recognitions/Acknowledgements 

a. Recognition - New BOE Student Representative - Sophia DiFelici 

 

Mr. Parker introduced Ms. DiFelici as the new BOE Student Representative.  She will participate in regular meetings as the spring 

semester representative.   

 

3. Audience to Visitors 

 

There were no speakers. 

 

4. Consent Agenda 

a. Financial Report 

Expenditures for January 31, 2024            $7,721,322 

 

Expenditures through January 31, 2024        $43,856.259 

 

b. Enrollment Report 

c. Food Service Report 

d. Human Resources Report 

 

Move the Board of Education approve consent agenda items 4.a. Financial Report, 4.b. Enrollment Report, 4.c. Food Service 

Report, 4.d. Human Resources Report. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes 

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 
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5. Approval of Minutes 

a. January 17, 2024 Regular Meeting 

b. January 23, 2024 Public Forum with Finance Committee 

c. January 30, 2024 Public Forum with Finance Committee 

d. February 6, 2024 Public Forum with Finance Committee 

 

Move the Board of Education approve the minutes of the January 17, 2024 Regular Meeting, the January 23, 2024 Public Forum 

with Finance Committee Meeting, the January 30, 2024 Public Forum with Finance Committee Meeting, and the February 6, 2024 

Public Forum with Finance Committee Meeting. This motion, made by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, 

Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes 

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

6. Student Representative Report 

 

Ms. DiFelici spoke about the Black History Month activities held at the high school.  She thanked the art department for their mural 

at JFK school depicting the JFK eagle.  There have been several fundraisers held recently as well as various field trips.  She gave an 

update on winter sports and announced that spring sports are beginning. 

 

7. Board of Education 

a. President's Report 

 

Move the Board of Education place agenda item 8. Superintendent's Report after item 7.a. President's Report. This motion, made by 

Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes 

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

Mr. Furie spoke about attending the State Education Committee meeting and Mr. Lockhart spoke as part of a panel on behalf of 

CABE.  He also said that a Legislative Breakfast was held earlier in the day with representatives from HASA, CABE, and CREC.  

He is looking forward to CABE "Day on the Hill" for high school students interested in state educational processes. 

 

b. Design Plan for Oliver Ellsworth Humidity Mitigation Program by van Zelm Engineers 

 

A representative from Van Zelm Engineers, Mr. Madigan, reviewed the HVAC system and Humidity Study from November 14, 

2023, for Oliver Ellsworth School.  Similar presentations have been held for Town Council and the Public Building Commission.  

He reviewed the course of action that was decided upon to update and maintain the ventilation system in the school to prevent past 

mold issues in the future.   

 

Board members asked questions about options, equipment, and the timeline of the project. 

 

c. Finance Committee's Recommendation regarding the 2024-2025 Financial Plan and Adoption of the 2024-2025 Financial Plan 

(Anticipated Action) 

 

Prior to the meeting Mr. Panos distributed a "Republican Revised Proposed Budget 2024/2025." 

 

Mr. Furie proposed a ten minute recess, beginning at 8:15 PM. 

 

When the board reconvened at 8:26 PM, discussion on the budget began. 

 

Mr. Panos explained that the hand-out was a compilation of the 4% budget increase requested from Dr. Hill as well as other budget 

items.  He said that the 6.40% budget increase has little chance of passing when presented to the community. 

 19



 

 3 

Ms. Taylor spoke on behalf of her caucus and stated that it is out of the question to fully remove SEL, over 30 positions, and the 

Adult Education department.  She also said to consider cutting the membership to CABE is irresponsible. 

 

Ms. Canter said that the revised budget was judiciously selected and that teachers can teach SEL. 

 

Mr. Wolliston said it was audacity to say to the room that someone there would be fired. 

 

Mr. Halek said that no one likes cuts, but in tough times, difficult decisions need to be made. 

 

Mr. King said that the district has been making strides to improve and to cut thirty people is bleak and dystopian. 

 

Mr. Madison said that he appreciates all the effort made on the budget and that the district has been doing an outstanding job and 

that the Republican’s revised budget is a painful option. 

 

Mr. Panos said that consolidating positions would require fewer lesson plans as classes would be larger. 

 

Mr. Lockhart thanked Mr. Panos for offering an alternative, but that he could not support it. 

 

Ms. Taylor said that there were some misrepresentations made in the discussion, and she expressed that the town is sitting on 

money for a rainy day. 

 

Ms. Canter said that the district would be liable for student injuries if a nurse is unavailable. 

 

Mr. Furie said he cannot support the cuts in the revision. 

 

Both Dr. Hill and Ms. Batchelder clarified some of the impact of the revised budget, such as elementary class sizes of 

approximately twenty-seven students.   

 

After the revised budget motion did not pass, the discussion on the 6.40% increase continued. 

 

Ms. Taylor said that voters need to be educated on what they get for their money. 

 

Mr. Panos said that staffing cuts have happened in the 90's and 00's and that efficiency needs to be a priority.  He said it would be 

prudent to reject the increase. 

 

Mr. Lockhart stated that the budget increase is for what is needed in the district and that the timing is bad with the revaluation 

happening.  He said that, realistically, the budget could be returnedeither by the Town Council or as a failed referendum, but quality 

costs money.  He also spoke about unfunded mandates by the state not being sustainable. 

 

Mr. Furie supports the increase. 

 

Move the Board of Education accept the "Republican Revised Proposed 2024/2025" budget with a 3.52% increase. This motion, 

made by Mr. Paul Panos and seconded by Mr. Jeremy Halek, Failed. 

 

Mr. David Furie: No, Mr. Anthony King: No, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: No, Ms. Ayana Taylor: No, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: No, Ms. 

Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes 

 

Yes: 4, No: 5 

 

Move the Board of Education accept the proposed 2024-2025 budget submitted to the Board by Superintendent Dr. Terrell Hill 

with a 6.40% increase over the current year's budget. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Nathan 

Wolliston, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: No, Mr. Jeremy Halek: No, Mr. James Madison: No, Mr. Paul Panos: No, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Anthony 

King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes 

 

Yes: 5, No: 4 
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Move to add .34% or $255,000 to site 81. This motion, made by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and seconded by Mr. Nathan Wolliston, 

Failed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: No, Mr. David Furie: No, Mr. Jeremy Halek: No, Mr. James Madison: No, Mr. Paul Panos: No, Ms. Ayana Taylor: 

No, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes 

 

Yes: 3, No: 6 

 

Move the Board of Education add two additional building substitute teachers at each of the four elementary schools for a .33% 

increase. This motion, made by Mr. Leonard Lockhart and seconded by Mr. Nathan Wolliston, Failed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: No, Mr. David Furie: No, Mr. Jeremy Halek: No, Mr. James Madison: No, Mr. Paul Panos: No, Ms. Ayana Taylor: 

No, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes 

 

Yes: 3, No: 6 

 

d. School Liaison Reports 

1. Windsor High School 

 

Ms. Taylor said that the state girl's basketball tournament would be held next week at WHS.  She congratulated the six students that 

participated in Signing Day and all the honor roll recipients. 

 

2. Sage Park Middle School 

 

Mr. King announced Sage Park's participation in the Stock Market Game, and that both boys and girls basketball won trophys. 

 

3. Clover Street School 

 

Mr. Madison spoke about the African American Read-In and a fundraising initiative for the Humane Society at Clover Street 

School. 

 

4. John F. Kennedy School 

 

Ms. Canter said the band and orchestra concert was in January.  The APEX fundraiser is ongoing, as well as field trips, math club, 

the school store and the K Kids bottle and can drive. 

 

5. Oliver Ellsworth School 

 

There were no updates. 

 

6. Poquonock School 

 

Mr. Halek said that a dance had been held recently.  There will be a PTO meeting on March 4 and the March student assembly will 

host the WHS band.  There has been an improvement in attendance recently. 

 

8. Superintendent's Report 

 

This agenda item was addressed after agenda item 7.a. President's Report. 

 

Dr. Hill said that Signing Day was a success with six students being signed for sports at a variety of universities.  He announced a 

new employee wellness program that is intended to offer all district employees opportunities to improve their well-being.  There 

was an African American Read-In at Clover Street School in recognition of Black History Month.  Many people from the 

community participated by reading to classrooms.  He attended a panel at CCSU for the 093 program for superintendent interns.  

The next coffee talk will be held on February 27, 2024. 

 

9. Committee Reports 

 

There were no committee reports. 
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10. Other Matters/Announcements/Regular BOE Meetings 

a. Next BOE Regular Meeting is Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 7:00 PM, LPW, Board Room 

 

There were no announcements. 

 

11. Audience to Visitors 

 

There were no speakers. 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

Move to adjourn at 9:59 PM. This motion, made by Ms. Ayana Taylor and seconded by Mr. Paul Panos, Passed. 

 

Ms. Jill Canter: Yes, Mr. David Furie: Yes, Mr. Jeremy Halek: Yes, Mr. Anthony King: Yes, Mr. Leonard Lockhart: Yes, Mr. 

James Madison: Yes, Mr. Paul Panos: Yes, Ms. Ayana Taylor: Yes, Mr. Nathan Wolliston: Yes 

 

Yes: 9, No: 0 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:59 PM. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Leonard O. Lockhart, Secretary 

Windsor Board of Education 
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