
 Somers Board of Education Meeting  
Monday, December 11, 2023 7:00 PM 

Somers Board of Education Chambers, 1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Approval of the November 27, 2023 BOE Minutes
The Board to review and approve the minutes from November 27, 2023.

4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
1. Superintendent Update
2. Monthly Budget Report

Stephanie Levin, Director of Business Services, will update the Board on the monthly budget.
5. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
6. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of December 11, 2023
The Board to review and consent to the warrant of December 11, 2023.

2. Resignations
• Timothy Lord, SHS Technology Specialist, resigned effective November 30, 2023 after 5 1/2 years of 

service at SPS.
• Shannon Radlo, SHS Social Worker, will resign effective January 3, 2024 after 2 1/2 years of service at 

SPS.
• Colleen Senecal, SES Paraeducator, will resign effective 12/22/23 after 3 1/2 months of service at SPS.

3. 2nd Posting DBS Code 1230 - Booster Club
4. 2nd Posting DBS Code 1312 - Public Complaints
5. 2nd Posting DBS Code 3541.32 - Special Transportation for School-Related Trips
6. 2nd Posting New Course Proposal - Percussion Ensemble
7. 2nd Posting New Course Proposal - Traditional Crafts in Modern Times
8. 2nd Posting New Course Proposal - Life Skills / Transition
9. 2nd Posting New Course Proposal - Film Studies / Visual Literacy
10. 2nd Posting New Course Proposal - Architectural Design 2
11. 2nd Posting Major Modification to Existing Course - ECE / AP Physics
12. 2nd Posting Major Modification to Existing Course - Yearbook Team
13. 2nd Posting New Novel Request - "Can't Hurt Me" by David Goggins

7. OLD BUSINESS
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. Approval of CIP Requests
The Board to approve CIP projects.  Stephanie Levin, Director of Business Services, will be 
available to answer questions.

2. Approval of December 6, 2023 Special BOE Minutes
The Board to review and approve the minutes from the Special BOE Meeting on December 6, 
2023.

3. 1st Posting of K-5 Reading Program
The Board to review and approve the first posting of the K-5 Reading Program.

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Curriculum
2. Policy 
3. Planning/Finance 
4. Salary & Negotiations 
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10. CABE/CREC/State Dept. of Ed./SEF 
11. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
12. ADJOURNMENT
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 Somers Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Somers Board of Education Chambers 
Monday, November 27, 2023 

7:00 PM  
(The recorded livestream may be viewed on SPS’ YouTube channel on the school website) 

  
Present BOE Members: Anne Kirkpatrick, Mike Briggs, Dr. Ed DePeau, JT Galloway, Jan 
Martin, Kim Radziewicz, Carl Stebbins, Derek Zelek 
 
Absent BOE Members: Shane Manning 
 
Others: Dr. Sam Galloway, Stephanie Levin, Phil Goduti, David Brown 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular Board of Education meeting was called to order by Superintendent 
Galloway at 7:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Chambers. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Rationale: Superintendent Galloway will begin by opening nominations for BOE 
Chair. 

Motion to nominate Anne Kirkpatrick for BOE Chair. This motion, made by Kim 
Radziewicz and seconded by Jan Martin, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1  
(Shane Manning), 

Motion to nominate Kim Radziewicz as BOE Vice Chair. This motion, made by 
Carl Stebbins and seconded by Mike Briggs, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1  
(Shane Manning), 

Motion to nominate Jan Martin as BOE Secretary. This motion, made by Kim 
Radziewicz and seconded by Carl Stebbins, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1  
(Shane Manning), 

Discussion: The election of Board officers was facilitated by Superintendent 
Galloway.  Anne Kirkpatrick will serve as Board Chair, Kim Radziewicz will 
serve as Board Vice Chair and Jan Martin will serve as Board Secretary.  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4.1. Approval of the November 13, 2023 BOE Minutes 

Rationale: The Board to review and approve the minutes from November 13, 
2023. 

Motion to approve minutes of the 11/13 BOE meeting. This motion, made by Jan 
Martin and seconded by JT Galloway, Carried. Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Shane 
Manning), Abstain: 1 (Derek Zelek) 
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5. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

5.1. Superintendent Update 

Superintendent Galloway shared that on November 9th, three SPS teachers 
presented grant proposals to the Somers Education Foundation.  All 3 grants 
proposals were funded.  Superintendent Galloway expressed his thanks to the 
Education Foundation for their support of the district and looks forward to seeing 
how the grants will benefit students. 
 
Superintendent Galloway and Principal Brown recently met with student leaders 
at SHS to provide an opportunity for students to share their hopes for their SHS 
experience.  The team of administrators left this meeting tasked with exploring 
the possibility of funding an indoor track team. At this time, it is very likely that 
this team will be funded, and this experience shows the power of student voice. 
  

5.2. SHS Student Representatives' Report 

Rationale: Jake Breton, Kinsey Loupe, and Emma Cicciarella, Grade 11 students, 
will update the BOE on SHS events. 

Discussion: Superintendent Galloway and Principal Brown introduced  grade 11 
students Jake Breton, Emma Cicciarella and Kinsey Loupe.  These students, along 
with 11 others, are part of a student leadership program at SHS.  Each month, 2-3 
students in the program will present updates to the Board and provide students' 
perspectives, encourage advocacy and student voice, create a bridge for 
communication, enhance student leadership opportunities, and allow students to 
better understand local government.  SHS will add monthly whole school 
assemblies as part of this program with the goal of having student leaders plan 
and execute the assemblies. 
 
Jake Breton presented academic updates, including the upcoming review of PSAT 
scores during advisory periods, the upcoming College Fair and Vocational Trades 
Fair, and the addition of whole school assemblies to keep the student population 
apprised of updates. 
 
Emma Cicciarella and Kinsey Loupe presented extracurricular updates.  Band and 
chorus students were nominated to participate in the NCCC Music Festival in 
collaboration with 9 other schools. These students were able to organize a concert 
in a matter of two days, featuring 4 band and 4 chorus performances.  They 
expressed the excitement generated by collaborating with other schools to see 
musical talent in other areas as well as the ability to showcase Somers students' 
talent. 
 
The Somers Girls Cross Country team remains undefeated and the boys' team is in 
the top 6 in the conference.  Students participated in the state competition 
and Stephanie Burzynski qualified for the New England meet and came in 32nd 
place in the competition held in Maine. 
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The AP History students will raise funds to lower the cost of the May trip to 
Washington D.C. in the hopes of making the trip affordable for all students who 
are eligible to attend. 
 
Three student leaders attended the recent CABE Conference in Mystic, 
CT.  These students were able to speak with student leaders from others schools 
and learn how their voices are heard in student government and with their local 
Boards of Education.  Students reported it was inspirational to see how SHS 
students can impact their school. 
 
A semiformal dance will be held on Friday, December 1st.  A spirit week is 
currently taking place.  Students pay $1 per day to participate.  All monies raised 
will go to the Genevieve Nieman Scholarship Fund. 
 
The Drama Club is doing a production of Grease.  A fundraiser will be held on 
Friday, December 1st at the Daily Grind from 7am-4pm to raise funds for the 
club. 

6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS 

Motion to add to the agenda under New Business 9.13 - Discussion and Approval 
of Education Specifications for the Somers Elementary School HVAC and 
Electrical Systems Improvements Project. This motion, made by Kim Radziewicz 
and seconded by Ed DePeau, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1  (Shane 
Manning), 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda. This motion, made by Mike Briggs and 
seconded by JT Galloway, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Shane Manning), 

7.1. Warrant of November 27, 2023 

Rationale: The Board to review and consent to the warrant of November 27, 
2023. 

7.2. Resignation 

Rationale: Makenna Tucker, SES PreK Paraeducator, will be resigning effective 
February 15, 2024. 

7.3. 2nd Posting DBS Code 2400.1 - Superintendent Evaluation 

7.4. 2nd Posting DBS Code 4118.11 - Discrimination 

7.5. 2nd Posting DBS Code 6159 - Instruction - Individualized Education Program / 
Special Education Program 

7.6. 2nd Posting DBS Code 5145.15 - Students - Directory Information 

8. OLD BUSINESS 
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9. NEW BUSINESS 

9.1. 2024 Washington D.C. Trip 

Rationale: Mr. Phil Goduti, SHS History Teacher, will present the 2024 
Washington D.C. trip to the Board. 

Motion to approve the Washington DC trip from 5/2/23 to 5/4/23. This motion, 
made by Jan Martin and seconded by Ed DePeau, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 
1 (Shane Manning), 

Discussion: Mr. Phil Goduti, SHS History Teacher, presented to the Board 
regarding the 2024 Washington D.C. trip. The trip will run from May 2nd- May 
4th.  Forty-two students from the AP U.S. History class are invited to 
attend.  Students and chaperons will stay at the Marriot in Alexandria.  The cost 
estimate for the bus is $2,000-$3,000 more than last year, therefore Mr. Goduti is 
exploring other bus companies that may provide cost savings.  This year's cost will 
be approximately $440 per student if all 42 students attend.  Fundraising to 
supplement the cost of the trip to make it affordable for all students is also being 
explored. Mr. Goduti outlined the detailed itinerary for the trip including 
Washington D.C. attractions and plans for food and lodging.  Students will have the 
opportunity to visit over a dozen historical attractions. At the conclusion of the 
school year, AP U.S. History students will create a documentary in groups of 3-4 
students on a topic of their choice, related to what they'll see in Washington D.C.  
  

9.2. 1st Posting DBS Code 1230 - Booster Club 

9.3. 1st Posting DBS Code 1312 - Public Complaints 

9.4. 1st Posting DBS Code 3541.32 - Special Transportation for School-Related 
Trips 

9.5. 1st Posting New Course Proposal - Percussion Ensemble 

Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.6. 1st Posting New Course Proposal - Traditional Crafts in Modern Times 

Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.7. 1st Posting New Course Proposal - Life Skills/Transition 

Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.8. 1st Posting New Course Proposal - Film Studies / Visual Literacy 

Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.9. 1st Posting New Course Proposal - Architectural Design 2 
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Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.10. 1st Posting Major Modification to Existing Course - ECE / AP Physics 

Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.11. 1st Posting Major Modification to Existing Course - Yearbook Team 

Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.12. 1st Posting New Novel Request - "Can't Hurt Me" by David Goggins 

Rationale: Dina Senecal, Senior Director of Curriculum and Instructional 
Operations, will be available to answer any questions. 

9.13. Somers Elementary School HVAC and Electrical Improvements Project 

Motion to approve the Education Specifications for the Somers Elementary 
School HVAC and Electrical Systems Improvements Project as presented by the 
Superintendent. This motion, made by Kim Radziewicz and seconded by Carl 
Stebbins, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Shane Manning) 

Discussion: The HVAC grant application is available online through the 
Comptroller’s Office. Dr. Galloway and Stephanie will prepare the grant and hope 
to submit by 12/19/23.  
 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Discussion: Must reestablish sub committees. Board members may stay on or 
change committee assignments.  Aim to complete this work by the end of the 
week. 

10.1. Curriculum 

Discussion: The Curriculum Committee shared 5 new course proposals, 2 major 
course modifications and 1 new non-fiction novel request with the Board.  The 
next meeting will be held on 12/11 at 6:15pm. 

10.2. Policy  

Discussion: The next meeting will be held in January.  An audit will be done on 
the policy manual this winter, including CABE updates. 

10.3. Planning/Finance  

Discussion: Meetings will be held on 12/4 and 12/18 to review CIP and the 
budget. 

10.4. Salary & Negotiations  
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Discussion: No meetings planned at this time.  The committee has tentative 
agreements for the teachers' and administrators' contracts 

11. CABE/CREC/State Dept. of Ed./SEF 

Discussion: Superintendent Galloway, Chair Kirkpatrick and Jan Martin attended 
the recent CABE convention.  Sessions were beneficial.  New Board member, 
Derek Zelek, will attend a CABE New Member Workshop on December 6th. 
 
The Board will need a new CREC representative to serve for the next year.  This 
group meets monthly. 
  

12. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS 

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Rationale: The Board to enter into Executive Session for discussion with the 
Salary and Negotiations Committee and invite Dr. Galloway and Stephanie Levin, 
Director of Business Services, into Executive Session. 

Motion to go into executive session at 7:58 p.m. for possible action concerning 
the proposed SEA 2024-2027 contract and possible action concerning the 
proposed SAA 2024-2027 contract and invite Dr. Galloway and Stephanie Levin, 
Director of Business Services. This motion, made by Kim Radziewicz and 
seconded by Carl Stebbins, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Shane Manning) 

The Board exited Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. 

Motion that the Board of Education accept the proposed agreement between the 
Somers Board of Education and the Somers Education Association for July 1, 
2024-June 30, 2027. This motion, made by Kim Radziewicz and seconded by 
Mike Briggs, Carried. Yea: 7, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Shane Manning), Abstain: 1 
(JT Galloway) 

Motion that the Board of Education accept the proposed agreement between the 
Somers Board of Education and the Somers Administration Association for July 
1, 2024-June 30, 2027.  This motion, made by Kim Radziewicz and seconded by 
Mike Briggs. Carried. Yea: 8, Nay:0, Absent: 1 (Shane Manning) 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 p.m. This motion, made by Jan Martin and 
seconded by Kim Radziewicz, Carried. Yea: 8, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 (Shane 
Manning) 

 

___________________________________________ 

Jan Martin, BOE Secretary  Date 

Jenna McDermott, BOE Recording Secretary 















DBS CODE 1230 
 
Community Relations 
 
Other School-Connected Organizations 
 
Parent Organizations and Booster Clubs 
 
Parent organizations and booster clubs are invaluable resources to the District’s schools.  The 
Board of Education recognizes that parent organizations and extracurricular support groups, or 
“booster clubs” provide important support to District schools, and can be valuable means of 
stimulating community interest in the aims and activities of District schools. All such groups must 
receive the approval of the school Principal, Superintendent and the Board in order to be 
recognized as a parent or booster organization. 
 
Support organizations may be defined in two ways: 
1.  an organization which is created to foster community support and provide resources for a 

particular sport or activity in the school or school system; or 

2.  an organization which is created to foster community support and raise funds for the 
school’s general extracurricular program. 

 
Each booster club which is involved with school activities or school students shall develop and 
maintain a constitution and bylaws setting forth the purposes of the organization and the general 
rules and procedures by which it shall operate. Each booster club shall provide a copy of its 
constitution and bylaws, and any revision thereof, to the Superintendent or his/her designee.  
 
Booster clubs shall secure the advice and approval of the Building Principal before planning any 
function, including fundraising activities, in which students are to participate while under 
supervision of the District. 
 
A booster organization shall secure the prior advice and approval of the Building Principal before 
planning any fund-raising activity intended to benefit a school program. The Principal shall 
suggest needs of the school, including those not requiring fund-raising, that are conducive to the 
active involvement and significant numbers of interested parents in meaningful service to the 
school and its students. 
 
Each booster organization shall establish its own system for handling and disbursing its funds; 
however, all applicable Board policies must be followed when expenditures are for school 
activities or when funds are to be raised through the use of students and District facilities.   
 
Any item purchased by booster clubs for school or school activity use shall become the property 
of the District, and may be used or disposed of in accordance with District property and any 
applicable state law. The District reserves the right to modify the use if the needs of the students 
or District change. 
 
The Board recognizes its responsibility to ensure that equivalent benefits and services are provided 
to members of both sexes. The Board will consider gender equity and budget implications before 



accepting booster club donations. Therefore, appropriate actions will be taken to ensure that 
benefits and services are equivalent for both sexes, regardless of funding sources. 
 
The Superintendent is directed to develop regulations containing guidelines by which booster clubs 
shall operate in the District. Such guidelines shall include, but not be limited to, such topics as 
permissible awards, fund raising, insurance requirements, annual reporting, use of facilities, 
recognition functions, concessions at school events and expenditures for student equipment and 
supplies. 
 
Permission to use the name of the District or any District school, or logos or mascots may be 
rescinded at any time and does not constitute permission to act as the District’s representative.  At 
no time does the District accept responsibility for the actions of any parent organization or booster 
club regardless of whether it was recognized and/or permitted to use any of the above-mentioned 
names or logos. The Superintendent or his/her designee may revoke the authorization to use the 
District’s name, logo, or mascot if the Superintendent or designee determines that the booster or 
parent organization has failed to comply with the terms of this policy or any other District policies. 
 
The Board reserves the right to revoke approval of any booster group if it is found that the group’s 
operations and purposes are inconsistent with Board policies. 
 
(cf. 1110.1 - Parental Involvement) 
(cf. 1140 - Distribution of Materials by Students) 
(cf. 1210 - School Community Associations) 
(cf. 1323 - Gifts to Students) 
(cf. 1330 - Use of School Facilities) 
(cf. 3280 - Gifts, Grants and Bequests) 
(cf. 3281 - School Fund Raising) 
(cf. 3515 - Community Use of School Facilities) 
 
Legal Reference: Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C.A § 1681. 

34 C.F.R. §106.31(b) Education Programs or Activities: Specific 
Prohibitions (Implementing Title IX) 
 
 

Approved: 
 
 
 

  



 



         DBS CODE 1312 
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS: 
 
Public Complaints Concerning School Personnel/Instructional Materials: 
 
The Board of Education, through its administration, shall establish procedures for 
handling complaints, whether oral or written when they are received. 
 
Questioning as well as constructive criticism of the school is welcomed as a means of 
improving the quality of the educational program and equipping the school to perform its 
task more effectively. 
 
When making either negative or positive suggestions, parents are urged to outline 
specifics of change in writing to allow for proper discussion of concerns. 
 
The Board advises the public that the proper channeling of complaints involving 
instruction, discipline, or learning materials is as follows: 
 
1. Teacher 
2. Principal 
3. Superintendent 
4. Board of Education 
 
Cross Reference: Academic Freedom -  4118.21 
   Controversial Issues - 6144 
 
Legal Reference: Keyishian v. Board of Regents 385 U.S. 589, 603 (1967) 
   President’s Council, District 25 v. Community School Board No. 

 25 457 F.2d 289 (1972), cert. denied 409 U.S. 998 (1976) 
Minarcini v. Strongsville City School District, 541 F. 2d 577 (6th 
Cir. 1976) 
Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District No. 
26 v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982) 
Academic Freedom Policy (adopted by CT State Board of 
Education 9/9/81 
Connecticut General Statutes 
10-238 Petition for hearing by board of education 

 
Adopted: April 13, 1981 
Reviewed: February 3, 2000 
Revised: June 25, 2005 
  July 9, 2009 



    DBS CODE:  3541.32 

 

Transportation: 

Special Transportation for School Related Trips: 

Transportation for athletic contests shall be provided. The fees for transportation for educational 
trips and other activities will be the responsibility of the student unless otherwise established 
within the school budget. 

Private cars, driven by parents, teachers or students  may not be used on school sponsored trips. 
by permission by the building principal.  Overnight or out of state trips must have prior approval 
by the Board of Education.  If a teacher or parent is carrying student(s) in his/her personal car on 
an officially approved field trip and the automobile is involved in an accident, the insurance 
covering the vehicle is primary (i.e. any claims would be placed against the vehicle’s insurance). 

Adopted:  November 27, 2000 

Revised:  May 24, 2010 

ADMIN.REG:  3541.32 

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS: 

Transportation: 

Special Transportation for School Related Trips: 

Privately Owned Vehicles: 

Transporting Students in Private Cars: 

Occasionally, especially on the Senior High School level, teachers transport students to school-
sponsored activities in their own cars and sometimes parents are used in providing this type of 
transportation. 

If a teacher or parent is carrying student(s) in his/her personal car on an officially approved field 
trip and the teacher’s automobile is involved in an accident, the insurance covering the vehicle is 
primary (i.e. any claims initially would be placed against the vehicle’s insurance). 

Teachers and parents may transport students on officially approved field trips provided the 
following criteria are met: 

1.  Trip is approved by the Principal in advance. 

2.  Use of private automobiles is approved by Principal. 

3.  There are to be no more people in a car than the driver and passenger members as 
listed by the design of the vehicle. 



4.  The driver produces evidence of insurance coverage. 

5.  The principal will maintain a file on trips taken when private cars are needed. 

6.  Parental permission slips indicating knowledge of the conditions listed within this 
policy are obtained. 

Adopted:  May 24, 1982 

Reviewed:  July 12, 2001 

                  November 4, 2002 

Revised:  May 24, 2010 
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