
 Somers Board of Education Meeting  
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmk1vpzcl6uVHjQcvtWcNNw) 

Monday, January 30, 2023 7:00 PM 
Somers Board of Education Chambers, 1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Approval of January 9, 2023 Draft Minutes
The Board to approve the January 9, 2023 draft minutes.

4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
1. Whitsons Culinary Group Update

Whitsons Culinary Group representatives will update the Board on the school year.
2. Superintendent Report
3. Presentation of the Superintendent's Proposed 2023-2024 Budget

Superintendent Gagliarducci will present the proposed SPS 2023-2024 budget to the BOE.
5. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
6. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of January 30, 2023
The Board will review and consent to the warrant of January 30, 2023.

2. Board to Approve Job Share
The Board to consent to a 2023-2024 job share for 4th grade from Mrs. Nicole Dzicek and Mrs. 
Melissa Shannon.

7. OLD BUSINESS
1. 2nd Warning of 2023-2024 Somers Public Schools Calendar

The Board to approve the 2023-2024 Somers Public Schools Calendar.
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. Somers Elementary School Make-Up Day
Superintendent Gagliarducci will discuss the make-up day for SES from December 23, 2022.

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Curriculum
2. Policy 
3. Planning/Finance 
4. Salary & Negotiations 

10. CABE/CREC/State Dept. of Ed. 
11. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
12. EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board to enter into Executive Session and invite Superintendent Gagliarducci to discuss 
Administrator's contract.

13. ADJOURNMENT
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Somers Board of Education Regular Meeting
Board of Education Chambers

January 9, 2023
7:00 PM

 (The recorded livestream may be viewed on the Somers Public School’s YouTube Channel on school website)

Present BOE Members: Anne Kirkpatrick, Kim Radziewicz, Krista Cherry, Carl Stebbins,
Mike Briggs, Jan Martin, Chris Thiesing, Dr. Ed DePeau, Marissa Marks

Others: Dr. Paul Gagliarducci, Dr. Samuel Galloway, Stephanie Levin, Dina Senecal, Donna
Kibbe, Jim Barile, Lisa Horan, Tenley Stoltz, Tom Chilicki, Michael Clarity
 

1. CALL TO ORDER
The regular Board of Education meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair
Kirkpatrick in the Board of Education Chambers.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1. Approval of the December 12, 2022 Draft Minutes
Rationale: The Board to review and approve the December 12, 2022 draft
minutes.
Motion to approve the December 12, 2022 draft minutes. This motion, made by
Ed DePeau and seconded by Chris Thiesing, Carried. Yea: 9, Nay: 0

3.2. Approval of the December 21, 2022 BOE Special Meeting Draft Minutes
Rationale: The Board to review and approve the December 21, 2022 Special
Meeting draft minutes.
Motion to approve the December 21, 2022 Special Meeting draft minutes. This
motion, made by Marissa Marks and seconded by Kim Radziewicz, Carried.
Yea: 9, Nay: 0

4. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

4.1. Introduction of New Superintendent
Rationale: Superintendent Gagliarducci will formally introduce Dr. Samuel
Galloway as the Superintendent of Somers Public Schools effective April 1, 2023.
Discussion: Superintendent Gagliarducci publicly introduced Dr. Samuel
Galloway as Superintendent of Somers Public Schools effective April 1, 2023. 
He is confident that the people of Somers will enjoy working with him.  Dr.
Galloway is thankful for the opportunity to partner with the Board, parents,
teachers, etc.  He is highly motivated to support the best education possible and
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will be very visible among the schools.  He thanked the BOE and was presented
with a gift.

Chair Kirkpatrick publicly thanked the Board of Education members for their
accomplishments in the search for a new Superintendent.  She explained that the
search process was not short as they decided in June to take a pause to look
further for the right candidate while continuing their normal business.  She
publicly thanked each Board of Education member for their dedication and
commitment.  The minutes reflect a unanimous decision to hire Dr. Galloway,
however, the minutes could not reflect the excitement.  The BOE is looking
forward to April 1, 2023.    

4.2. Superintendent Update
Discussion: Superintendent Gagliarducci is looking forward to the revisions
made by Mrs. Senecal, Director of Curriculum, and the group recommendations
for the high school courses.  The BOE will be provided the courses once
completed. 

Capstone presentations will occur on 1/10/23 at the high school.  Superintendent
Gagliarducci introduced Tenley Stoltz, SHS Media Specialist, to present the
Capstone project to the BOE.  Mrs. Stoltz reported that the Capstone project is a
new graduation requirement from the state.  This project encompasses a student's
journey to becoming a 21st century learner.  Project examples include a 5K run in
March; Domestic Violence Awareness Week; students starting their own
businesses; students researching what they want to do in college or for a career;
and, passion projects including learning to play the guitar, drums, helping animal
shelters, etc.  A Capstone pamphlet was provided to the BOE.  There are three
teachers who teach the Capstone class.  A more in-depth report will be provided
to the BOE in February or March.   

4.3. Monthly Budget Report
Rationale: Mrs. Stephanie Levin, Director of Business Services, will update the
BOE on the monthly budget.
Discussion: Stephanie Levin, Director of Business Services, provided an update
to the BOE regarding the budget through the end of December.  She reported that
there are some changes coming that are not reflected in the report.  The Teachers
line was adjusted slightly for a teacher's maternity leave.  The other large change
is in the insurance line.  The HSA BOE contribution went out at the end of
December.  Under the Utilities category, the fuel cost was originally anticipated as
$188,000.  The first fuel delivery around Thanksgiving was approximately $3.36
per gallon.  SPS is in discussions regarding a fuel contract.  Fuel deliveries are
expected at the end of February, possibly March, and at the end of June/July. 
There will be two potential Special Education students coming in from Birth to
Three.  The cost associated with these students is unknown.  Discussion ensued
regarding electricity in which SPS is locked into a supply contract (delivery
charges are not under contract); air handling unit loans; anticipating events
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happening at the end of the year; grant applications (SPS has not heard back from
the state but hope to hear from them in February); and the power purchase
agreement for solar panels to mitigate electrical cost.  

4.4. Whitsons Culinary Group Update
Rationale: Whitsons Culinary Group representatives will update the Board on
the school year.
The Whitsons Culinary Group update will be held at the January 30, 2023 BOE
meeting.  The representative from Whitsons was unavailable for this meeting.

5. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

6. CONSENT AGENDA
Motion to approve Consent Agenda. This motion, made by Jan Martin and seconded by
Carl Stebbins, Carried. Yea: 9, Nay: 0

6.1. Warrant of January 9, 2023
Rationale: The Board will review and consent to the warrant of January 9, 2023.

6.2. Change of BOE Meeting from January 23, 2023 to January 30, 2023
Rationale: The BOE to formally change the January 23, 2023 BOE meeting to
January 30, 2023.

7. OLD BUSINESS

8. NEW BUSINESS

8.1. First Warning of 2023-2024 Somers Public Schools Calendar
Discussion: Superintendent Gagliarducci introduced the 2023-2024 Somers
Public Schools calendar to the BOE.  He explained that the calendar has gone
through an extensive process through the administration and PDEC.  He explained
the constraints of the start of school per the teachers' contract.  The goal was to
keep as many of the months undisturbed as possible.  Parent-Teacher Conferences
vary in what each school needs but are grouped together.  Professional
Development days are placed where families could have long weekends.  There is
more color coding on this calendar to better aid descriptions.  The April vacation
naturally aligns itself with Massachusetts schools, which doesn't happen
consistently.  There is not enough data to analyze the Friday Professional
Development days and attendance.  The 2023-2024 SPS calendar will be voted on
at the next BOE meeting on 1/30/23.     

8.2. BOE Retreat
Rationale: The Board to discuss dates in February and March for the BOE
retreat.
Discussion: Superintendent Gagliarducci would like to go forward with the BOE
retreat.  Dr. Galloway has agreed to join when he can.  Three meetings should
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happen within a month.  The first meeting will be held on Monday, February 6,
2023 at 6 p.m.  These meetings will help the BOE set goals for 2023-2024. 
Meetings will be warned.  

8.3. Budget Dates for BOE Review
Rationale: The Board to discuss budget dates for total BOE review in February.
Discussion: There will be a budget meeting on January 18, 2023 at 6 p.m.  The
budget will then be brought to the BOE at the first meeting in February and voted
on in the second meeting in February.  Superintendent Gagliarducci attended the
last BOF meeting.  Stephanie Levin, Director of Business Services, will attend the
next BOF meeting.   

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS

9.1. Curriculum
Discussion: Jan Martin reported that the committee met prior to the BOE
meeting this evening.  She stated that the committee discussed the fact that the
teacher evaluation digital platform will not exist as of 7/1/23.  They will be
looking for a new platform and a new evaluation from the state.  Tim Percoski,
STEM Instructional Leader, met with the juniors to discuss scores for the PSAT,
SAT, and Khan Academy.  There will be an article in the next SHS newsletter. 
The committee discussed the science of reading, and the K-3 reading initiative
update is still in limbo.  The next meeting will be held on February 27, 2023 at
6 p.m.

9.2. Policy 
Discussion: Chair Kirkpatrick reported that the committee is on hold.

9.3. Planning/Finance 
Discussion: Kim Radziewicz reported that the committee met last Wednesday to
further update the budget.  Superintendent Gagliarducci and Stephanie Levin
showed an updated format that was well received and will present it to the BOE
and the public.  The next meeting will be held on 1/18/23 at 6 p.m.

9.4. Salary & Negotiations 
Discussion: Carl Stebbins reported that the committee is on hold.

10. CABE/CREC/State Dept. of Ed. 
Discussion:

● CREC:  Chris Thiesing stated that there will be a meeting next week.
● CABE:  Chair Kirkpatrick stated that the Legislative Breakfast will be held on

1/20/23 at Coventry High School at 7:30 a.m.  Chair Kirkpatrick and Jan Martin
will be attending.  Interested parties may email Shannin Burns for registration.  

Somers Board of Education Meeting – 1/9/23 www.somers.k12.ct.us



DRAFT 5

11. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
Lisa Horan welcomed Dr. Samuel Galloway and was excited to hear that the BOE did not
settle in their search for a new superintendent.  

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Rationale: The Board to enter into Executive Session and invite Superintendent
Gagliarducci to discuss:

1. Administrator’s contract
2. Superintendent Contract

Motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:45 p.m. and invite Superintendent
Gagliarducci to discuss the Administrator's contract and review the contract of Interim
Superintendent. This motion, made by Krista Cherry and seconded by Jan Martin,
Carried. Yea: 9, Nay: 0

The BOE exited Executive Session at 8:54 p.m.

Motion to adjust the contract benefits of Dr. Paul Gagliarducci based upon the new
contract to conclude on April 1, 2023. This motion, made by Krista Cherry and seconded
by Ed DePeau, Carried. Yea: 9, Nay: 0

13. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn the BOE meeting at 8:54 p.m. This motion, made by Krista Cherry
and seconded by Jan Martin, Carried. Yea: 9, Nay: 0

_________________________________________
Krista Cherry, BOE Secretary Date

Shannin Burns, BOE Recording Secretary
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Superintendent’s Report 
January 30, 2023 
 
 
We have an interesting agenda for this meeting.  There will be reports, some annual decision-
making (calendar), first peak at the budget and a few other things to decide.  I wanted to 
highlight two of the items prior to the meeting. 
 

1. On December 23rd, we had a unique weather situation that required a decision to 
cancel the day for our elementary students.  I have contacted the State and we do need 
to make the day up.  I have spoken with the SEA and administration.  There are some 
options but the one that seems the least disruptive for parents and students is to have 
the last day of school for grades 6-12 as scheduled and have the 6-12 teachers report 
the next day for in-building PD as planned.  The elementary teachers and students will 
report on the “PD” for a ½ day of school and after the early release of students, the 
elementary teachers will have a ½ day of PD.  I will credit them for a ½ on 12/23 for they 
were told to work on school-based plans.  This plan closes school for everyone as 
planned.  Please remember that the last day of school has not been officially designated 
because we are only partially through our winter months.  February tends to be a very 
snowy time of the year. 

2. The draft FY24 budget will be presented at this meeting.  The budget is not finished 
since the sub-committee has not fully endorsed it and we still have work to do!  The 
reason why we are providing you with the budget now is to explain some budget format 
changes that I have introduced and to highlight some of the decisions that have been 
made since the time our administrators made their requests.  Stephanie Levin and I will 
provide you with some initial explanations.  The BOF has asked that we review our 
budget schedule so that they will have sufficient time to review our budget and prepare 
for town meeting. I am sure I will be joining Dr. Galloway during the month of April as I 
anticipate the BOF will hold several meetings before Town Meeting. 

3. On a personal note, I want to thank the Board for allowing me to take some time off.  I 
have stayed in contact with the district on nearly a daily basis (no flight days) and have 
responded to requests and questions.   A superintendent rarely “leaves” his/her district 
during the school year when attending out of state meetings or planned vacations.  I 
appreciate that I was given some time away. 

























2023-2024 SOMERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS CALENDAR 
 

AUGUST ‘23 
S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       
 

25, 28-30  Full Day PD 

31       FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 FEBRUARY ‘24 

S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29   

       
 

16        Full Day PD 

19        Presidents' Day 

20        Full Day PD 

       

SEPTEMBER '23 
S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       
 

4         Labor Day 

15       Early Release - PD 
 MARCH ‘24 

S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
 

7, 8   SES Early Release – PC 

22     Early Release - PD 

29     Good Friday 

OCTOBER ‘23 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       
 

6         Early Release - PD 

9 Columbus Day  

 

 APRIL ‘24 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

       
 

12         Early Release - PD 

15-19 Spring Vacation 
 

NOVEMBER ‘23 

S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

       
 

1-3      SES Early Release - PC 

7, 9     MBA Early Release - PC 

8          SHS Early Release - PC 

10     Veterans Day 

22        Early Release 
23-24  Thanksgiving 

 MAY ‘24 

S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       
 

10         Early Release - PD 

24         Early Release - PD 

27  Memorial’s Day 

DECEMBER ‘23 
S M T W Th F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
 

22         Early Release 

25-29  Winter Vacation 
 JUNE ‘24 

S M T W Th F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       
 

 Early Release:   

 6           LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
              (tentative) 

 7           Full Day PD            

19          Juneteenth 

JANUARY ‘24 

S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

       
 

1           Holiday NY Day 

12         Early Release - PD 

15         M.L. King  Day 

26         Early Release - PD 

 Yellow Shade = No School 
Green Shade = Early 
Release/Half-Day PD 
Orange Shade = Early Release/ 
(PC) Parent Conferences 
Blue Shade = Full-Day PD 
(Professional Development) 
Pink Shade = Early Release 

 
 

NOTE:  Early release days 
may be canceled if school 

is on a delayed opening.  
Schools will have their 
normal dismissals. 
 
BOE Approval: 
 

DRAFT - 1/13/23 - 12:47PM 
 
 
 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/good-friday.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/columbus-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/easter.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/memorial-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/martin-luther-king-day.php


School Hours 

Somers Elementary School 
 

Ph. 860-749-2270  
press 3 for SES 

 
press 1 for Attendance 
press 2 for the Nurse 
press 3 for the Office 

Regular School Day Grades K - 5 : 8:40 - 3:10 
AM Preschool : 8:40-11:30 
PM Preschool : 12:30-3:10 

Early Release for PD 
*Lunches are NOT served 

Grades K - 5 : 8:40 - 12:00 
AM Preschool : 8:40 - 10:30 
PM Preschool : 10:30 - 12:00 

2 Hour Delay due to Inclement Weather 
*Lunches are served  

No AM Preschool 
Grades K-5 10:40 - 3:10 
PM Preschool 12:30 - 3:10 

Early Release Due to Inclement Weather 
*Lunches are served  

NO PM Preschool 
Grades K-5 dismissed at 12:00 
AM Preschool dismissed at 10:30 

 

Mabelle B. Avery  
Middle School 

 
Ph. 860-749-2270 

press 4 for MBA 
 

press 1 for attendance 
press 2 for the Nurse 
press 3 for the Office 

 
 

Regular School Day 7:35-2:20 

Early Release for PD 
*Lunches are NOT served 

7:35-11:00 

2 Hour Delay due to Inclement Weather 
*Lunches are served  

9:35-2:20 

Early Release Due to Inclement Weather 
*Lunches are served  

Dismissal at 11:00 

 

Somers High School 
 

Ph. 860-749-2270  
press 5 for SHS 

 
press 1 for Attendance  
press 2 for the Nurse  

press 3 for the CCC 
press 4 for the Office  
press 5 for Athletics  

Regular School Day 7:40-2:15 

Early Release for PD 
*Lunches are NOT served 

7:40-11:00 

2 Hour Delay due to Inclement Weather 
*Lunches are served  

9:40-2:15 

Early Release Due to Inclement Weather 
*Lunches are served  

Dismissal at 11:00 

 

 

Scheduled Early Release Days 

Somers Elementary School 9/15, 10/6, 11/1, 11/2, 11/3, 11/22, 12/22, 1/12, 1/26, 3/7, 3/8, 3/22, 4/12, 5/10, 5/24 
6/6 (Last Day of School) 

Mabelle B. Avery 
 Middle School 

9/15, 10/6, 11/7, 11/9, 11/22, 12/22, 1/12, 1/26, 3/22, 4/12, 5/10, 5/24 
(6/6) Last Day of School 

Somers High School 9/15, 10/6, 11/8, 11/22, 12/22, 1/12, 1/26, 3/22, 4/12, 5/10, 5/24 
Mid-Term Exam Early Release Days TBD 
6/6 (Last Day of School) 

 



2022-23 SOMERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS CALENDAR  

AUGUST ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

       
 

25-31  Full Day PD 

 
 FEBRUARY ‘23 

S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

       
 

20 Presidents’ Day 

21.           Full Day PD 

     

SEPTEMBER '22 
S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

       
 

1         FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

5         Labor Day 

30       Early Release - PD 

 MARCH ‘23 
S M T W Th F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       
 

9, 10  SES Early Release – PC 

24      Early Release - PD 

OCTOBER ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

10 Columbus Day  

28        Early Release - PD 
 APRIL ‘23 

S M T W Th F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       
 

07 Good Friday 

10-14 Spring Vacation 

28         Early Release - PD 

NOVEMBER ‘22 

S M T W Th F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

       
 

3         SHS Early Release - PC 

8,10    MBA Early Release - PC 

11     Veterans Day 

23        Early Release 

24-25  Thanksgiving 

 MAY ‘23 

S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

       
 

19 Early Release – PD 

29  Memorial’s Day 

DECEMBER ‘22 
S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       
 

7-9        SES Early Release – PC 

23          Early Release 

26-30  Winter Vacation 

 JUNE ‘23 
S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

       
 

7 Early Release:   

              LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
              (tentative) 

 

8            Full Day PD 

JANUARY ‘23 

S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       
 

2          Holiday NY Day 

13        Early Release - PD 

16        M.L. King  Day 

27       Early Release - PD 

 Yellow Shade = No School 
Green Shade = Early Release 
Orange Shade = Parent Conf. 
                            (Early Release) 
PD = Professional Development 
PC = Parent Conferences 
 
BOE Approval:  2/14/2022 

BOE Amended: 9/12/2022 

NOTE:  Early release days 
may be cancelled if school 

is on a delayed opening.  
Schools will have their 
normal dismissals. 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/presidents-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/columbus-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/good-friday.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/easter.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/memorial-day.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/martin-luther-king-day.php


 

 

Vision: The Somers Public Schools strives to be an exceptional and innovative educational community. 
 

Mission: Prepare each student to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing global society. 
 
 

 

S O M E R S   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S 
         1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, Connecticut 06071 

       (860)749-2270   Fax (860)763-0748 
 

Chris Thiesing 
Board of Education 

 
 
 
January 18, 2023  
 
Capitol Region Education Council (CREC) Summary Report 
 
Below are the highlights of both the CREC Legislative Agenda Meeting and the CREC Council 
meeting held on January 18th, 2023. 
 
CREC LEGISLATIVE AGENDA MEETING 1030-1130 AM 
 
Briefing by Debra Borrero CREC Legislative Priorities 

 
• Legislative Education Forum originally slated for February 23, 2023 has been moved up 

to February 16, 2023 from 800 – 1000 a.m  
• Location Capitol 

o Note, historically this has been a breakfast with legislators but the cafeteria at 
the Capitol currently isn’t up and running…so for those planning to attend, bring 
your own coffee 

 
CREC Priorities 

 
• 2023 House Bill 5003: An Act Concerning Education Funding in Connecticut is being 

developed to tackle long term funding challenges for CREC schools 
• https://www.crec.org/about/legislative-priorities.php 
• Discussion of a change to the Education Cost Sharing (ECS) formula in different bills 

o Currently requesting 8% grant increase for magnet school funding  
o Flat funding of CREC from state since 2019 has already created an ECS increase 

to the towns/cities of 18%  
o The per pupil expenditure passed on to the towns will increase if funding for 

CREC doesn’t increase from the 2019 levels 
o Looking at the following increases if the 8% funding isn’t passed in the 2-year 

state budget 
§ $900 per pupil increase this year (2022-2023) 

•  if the proposed bill passes this year then the pupil increases for 
this year would not occur 



 

 

Vision: The Somers Public Schools strives to be an exceptional and innovative educational community. 
 

Mission: Prepare each student to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing global society. 
 
 

 

§ $800 per pupil on top of that for school year 2023-2024 
§ $600 per pupil school year 2024-2025  
§ Total expected increase if 8% funding to CREC isn’t passed is expected to 

be $2,300 increase over current tuition between now and 2025 
o CREC is Pushing hard for Eventually getting to the point where the state funds 

the bill, including student tuition, for all of CREC.  
§ Enact a State Obligation to fund CREC schools and not leave the burden 

on the towns/cities in the CREC region (with caveat that if the state stops 
paying, towns/cities would be on the hook for paying student tuition 
after 2 years of no reimbursements by the state  

§ SPECIAL EDUCATION COSTS  
• IF State takes over paying for all of the tuition for students that 

attend the schools, districts that send children with special needs, 
the town will still be required to pay for those special needs 

 
Regional Education Service Centers (RESCs) Alliance Priorities 
 

o Background on RESCs for those not familiar 
§ RESCs are nonprofit, fee for-service, public education agencies with a 

mission to provide quality, cost-effective education resources, programs, 
and services to the state’s public schools.  6 total RESCs in Connecticut 
and Somers belongs to the CREC RESC  

o Priorities 
§ 8% increase for CREC schools & Magnet schools outside of CREC (Non-

Sheff Magnet schools i.e. Vo Ag/Technical Schools not funded under 
Sheff settlement) 

§ Increase CT Teacher Residency Program Funding from the state 
• Objective to increase diversity in the teacher workforce within the 

state 
• Goal will be for towns to pay for 50% and state pay 50% 
• Doesn’t require home grown applicant (can be from any town in 

CT to apply) 
• Requirement for program entry – have a bachelor’s degree & be a 

person of color 
• https://www.crec.org/foundation/trp.php 

 
 

CREC COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING (Immediately following Legislative Agenda 
Meeting) 
 
Review of CREC Financials’ FY2022  
 



 

 

Vision: The Somers Public Schools strives to be an exceptional and innovative educational community. 
 

Mission: Prepare each student to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing global society. 
 
 

 

• https://www.crec.org/docs/12343/FINAL_FY2022_PDF_CREC_Financial_Statements_Pri
ntable_version_12_22_22.pdf 

o Page 82 Special Funding – grants/programs that offset the CREC budget 
o DISTRICT EXPEDITURES PER TOWN Page 121 – Town by town comparison of 

costs per pupil and historical enrollment 
§ Somers’ Per Pupil Expenditure $19,087 for each student (2022-2023) 

 
 
Legislative Review 

 
Recap of Legislative Agenda meeting held previously 
 

o It is likely that the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) is not in 
support of increasing Magnet/CREC funding at this time – this lack of funding for 
increased CREC costs will be passed on to towns/cities unless the budget is 
adjusted. (See numbers above).  That said, while the governor’s budget likely 
won’t have this funding, there appears to be support of this funding within the 
legislature 

o https://schoolstatefinance.org  
§ The above link is one website that analyzes the impact of legislative 

funding changes through legislation on town budgets 
 

Discussion on the CT Teacher Residency Program 
 

o https://www.crec.org/foundation/trp.php 
o I recommended that this program also be advocated for in conjunction with 

veteran’s programs in order to boost support at the legislator level and broaden 
the pool of applicants by increasing its reach 

 
 
Next CREC Council Meeting – February 15, 2023 1130 a.m. 
 
Please check out the hyperlinks as they have a great deal of information about CREC and 
legislative priorities.  Please send any questions you have to me via email 
chris.thiesing@somers.k12.ct.us 
 
V/r, 
 
Chris 
 
Chris Thiesing 
CREC Council Representative 
Somers Board of Education 
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