
Somers Board of Education Special Board of Education Meeting
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:00 PM

Teleconferencing on Zoom - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86805921177?pwd=UTVYTWRGTWwxRHBzRTVkclVHeDNQUT Meeting ID: 

868 0592 1177 Password: 9ww35D, [Address], [City], CT [Zip]

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Approval of BOE Draft Minutes of May 11, 2020 with corrected revision.
Approval of BOE Draft Minutes of May 11, 2020 with corrected revision.

2. Approval of BOE Draft Minutes of June 8, 2020
Approval of BOE Draft Minutes of June 8, 2020

4. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
5. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of June 22, 2020
Board to consent to warrant of June 22, 2020 in the amount of $279,795.80.

2. Warrant of July 6, 2020
Board to consent to warrant of July 6, 2020 in the amount of $227,997.51.

3. Retirement of Somers High Teacher
Mrs. Tammy Gowash has given her retirement letter for June 30, 2020.  Mrs. Gowash has been the 
Somers High School Physical Education and Health teacher for over 30 years.

6. NEW BUSINESS
1. Approval of Nurse Contract for 2020-2023

Board to approve Nurse Contract for 2020-2023.
2. Approval of Revision to the 2020-2021 School Calendar

The Board to approve the revision of the 2020-2021 School Calendar
7. OLD BUSINESS
8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Superintendent Update
The Superintendent will update the Board on current issues.

9. ADJOURNMENT
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       S O M E R S   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S 

         1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, Connecticut 06071 
       (860)749-2270   Fax (860)763-0748 

 
                                                                                                                                   Mr. Brian P. Czapla         

  Superintendent of Schools 
 
	

 
 

 
 

DRAFT Minutes 
Somers Board of Education Meeting 

May 11, 2020 
 

Held via Teleconference 
 
 

Meeting convened at 7:01pm 
 
In attendance:  Bruce Devlin, David Palmer, Marissa Marks, Kate McLellan, Krista Cherry, Jan 
Martin, Anne Kirkpatrick, Sarah Moynihan-Bollinger, Jeremy Anderson, Brian Czapla, Bill 
Boutwell, Irene Zitka, Margot Martello, Linda Ford, Clark family and St. Germain family 
 
 
The Board Chairman made comments on procedures for conducting teleconference meetings. 
 
Margot Martello (Principal, MBA) recognized Jed Clark and Sara St. Germain (MBA students) 
for their distinction on winning the CABE Student Leader Award. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the BOE minutes from March 23, 2020 (Jan Martin 
seconded the motion.)  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the BOE minutes from April 20, 2020 (Jan Martin 
seconded the motion.)  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the consent agenda (Jan Martin seconded the motion.)  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the Open Choice Enrollment Slots for the 2020-21 
school year (Jan Martin seconded the motion.)  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve DBS Policy 6172.6 (Jan Martin seconded the motion.)  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the appointment of Dina Senecal as the new Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction effective July 1, 2020 (Jan Martin seconded the motion.)  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the appointment of Melissa Mucci as the new Principal 
of Somers Elementary School (Jan Martin seconded the motion.)  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the cancellation of the June 20, 2020 and July 8, 2020 
regularly scheduled BOE meetings (Jan Martin seconded the motion.)  The motion passed 
unanimously.  This should say June 22, 2020 and July 13, 2020. 



 
Irene Zytka gave a report on the higher education partnerships with UConn, Asnuntuck 
Community College, and Goodwin University. 
 
Brian Czapla gave an update on the district’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The report 
focused on closing the school down for the remainder of the school year, summer school, and the 
opening of schools in the fall of 2020. 
 
Kate McLellan gave a report on the proposed new math curriculum and resources for SES and 
MBA.   
 
David Palmer gave an update on the status of the Nurse contract negotiations. 
 
Jan Martin made a motion at 8:20pm to adjourn (David Palmer seconded the motion.)  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

Recording of the meeting can be found at 
https://www.somers.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=61378&pageId=26537794 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAFT 

 
Vision: The Somers Public Schools strives to be an exceptional and innovative educational community. 

 
Mission: Prepare each student to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing global society. 

 
 

 

S O M E R S   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S 
         1 Vision Boulevard, Somers, Connecticut 06071 

       (860)749-2270   Fax (860)763-0748 
 
 
 

Somers Board of Education Minutes 
June 8, 2020 

Video of this meeting can be accessed at: 
https://www.somers.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=61378&pageId=26537794 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER           

 The meeting was convened at 7:01pm 
In attendance:  David Palmer, Jan Martin, Bruce Devlin, Marissa Marks, Jeremy Anderson, Krista 

 Cherry, Anne Kirkpatrick, Brian Czapla, Bill Boutwell 
 Missing:  Sarah Moynihan Bollinger, Kate McLellan  
 
2.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 David Palmer made a motion to approve the Minutes from the May 26, 2020 BOE meeting 
 (seconded by Jan Martin).  There was no discussion.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 
3.   OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS       
 David Palmer made a motion to add an agenda item 5.2, Approval for the Superintendent to 
 request from the Board of Finance the creation of an Unexpended Education Funds Account per 
 Connecticut General Statute 10-248a (seconded by Jan Martin).  There was no discussion.  
 The motion passed 7-0. 
 
4.  CONSENT AGENDA          
   David Palmer made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented (seconded by  
  Jan Martin).  There was no discussion.  The motion passed 7-0. 
   4.1. Warrant of June 8, 2020  
   4.2. 2nd Warning - Somers Elementary Math Textbooks 
   4.3. 2nd Warning on Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Math Textbooks-  
   4.4. Retirement of Somers Elementary School Media ParaEducator, Mrs.  
   Lisa Potrikus, will be retiring at the end of this school year after    
   being with Somers Public Schools for 18 years.  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 5.1. Somers Board of Education Approved Impartial Expulsion Hearing Officer List  
  David Palmer made a motion to approve the Impartial Hearing Officer List for school  
  year 2020-21 (seconded by Jan Martin).  There was a discussion about how this is an  
  approved list of expulsion hearing officers in the event the BOE chooses not to preside  
  over an expulsion hearing.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 5.2  David Palmer made a motion for the Superintendent to request from the Board of Finance  
  the creation of an Unexpended Education Funds Account per Connecticut General Statute 
1  0-248a (seconded by Jan Martin).  The Superintendent discussed the need for this account 
  next year due to the extensive unbudgeted expenses that will be incurred because of the  
  ongoing COVID-19 virus.  The motion passed 7-0. 



DRAFT 

 
Vision: The Somers Public Schools strives to be an exceptional and innovative educational community. 

 
Mission: Prepare each student to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing global society. 

 
 

 

 
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
 
7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 7.1. Update on 2019-2020 Budget Bill Boutwell gave an administrative report on the update  
  of the 2019-20 School Budget. 
 
 7.2. Superintendent Updates Brian Czapla gave an update on the school system’s response  
  and planning due to COVID-19. 
 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 8.1. CURRICULUM – no report 
 8.2. POLICY – no report 
 8.3. SALARY & NEGOTIATION – no report 
 8.4. PLANNING – no report 
 

9. CREC UPDATE There were no committee or CREC reports. 
 
10. Executive Session 

The Board will invite Superintendent and go into Executive Session to discuss: 
 Superintendent's Evaluation & Contract and Non-Affiliated Salaries 

At 7:41 pm, David Palmer made a motion for the BOE to go into Executive Session for the 
purpose of discussing the evaluation of the superintendent, extension of his contract, and general 
wage increases for non-affiliated staff.  The Superintendent was invited into the executive session 
(seconded by Jan Martin).  There was no discussion.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 
The BOE came out of Executive Session at 8:00 pm. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve the 2020-21 general wage increases and 
market adjustments for non-affiliated staff as recommended by the Superintendent (seconded by 
Jan Martin).  There was no discussion.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 
David Palmer made a motion to approve a three-percent salary increase for the Superintendent for 
school year 2020-21, and extend the Superintendent's contract by one year (seconded by Jan 
Martin).  There was no discussion.  The motion passed 7-0. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT David Palmer made a motion to adjourn (seconded by Jan Martin).  The motion 
passed 7-0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:02pm. 
 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Jan Martin, BOE Secretary 

 
 
 





















 DRAFT – Revised 2020-2021 Somers Public Schools Calendar  7-9-20 

 

AUGUST ‘20 
S M T W Th F S 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

 

31    PD 
 

 15 Presidents’ Day 
16             No School (PD) 

FEBRUARY ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28       
       

 

     
SEPTEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    
       

 

1,2,3,4  PD 
7         Labor Day 
8         First Day of School 
30       Early Release (PD) 

 18, 19      Early Release SES  
               (PC) 
 

MARCH ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    
       

 

     
OCTOBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       
 

12 Columbus Day 
21         Early Release (PD) 
) 

 02        Good Friday 
12-16  April Vacation 
28         Early Release (PD) 

APRIL ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 

    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30  

       
 

     
NOVEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      

 

5              SHS Early Release 
                (PC) 
10,12,13  SES Early Release  
                (PC) 
17, 19      MBA Early Release 
                (PC) 
25            Early Release 
26-27       Thanksgiving Break 
 

 12       Early Release (PD) 
31       Memorial’s Day 
           No School 

MAY ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      

 

     
DECEMBER ‘20 

S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   
       

 

9          Early Release (PD) 
23        Early Release 
24-31  Winter Recess 

 15     Last Day for Students** 
16     Last Day for Teachers** 
 
 
 
** Tentative 

JUNE ‘21 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    
       

 

     
JANUARY ‘21 

S M T W Th F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

1          New Year’s Day 
18        M.L. King Day 
27        Early Release (PD) 

 Yellow Highlights = No School 
Green Highlights = Early Release 
 
PD = Professional Development 
PC = Parent Conferences 
 
 
 
BOE Approved:  2/24/2020 

NOTE:   Early release days may 
be cancelled if school is on a 
delayed opening due to 
inclement weather. Schools 
would have a normal dismissal. 
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