
CANCELLED -Board of Education Meeting
Monday, December 9, 2019 7:00 PM

Board of Education Room, [Address], [City], CT [Zip]

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. STUDENT REPORT
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Draft of November 25, 2019 Minutes
The Board will review and approve the minutes of November 25, 2019

5. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of December 9, 2019
The Board will review and consent to the warrant of December 9, 2019.

2. 2nd Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP Physics
2nd Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP Physics.  Dr. Zytka will answer any 
questions on this course.

3. 2nd Warning - New course for Somers High School - AP Psychology
2nd Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP Psychology.  Dr. Zytka will answer any 
questions on this course.

4. 2nd Warning - New course at Somers High School- AP World History: Modern.
2nd Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP World History:  Modern.  Dr. Zytka will 
be present to answer any questions.

5. 2nd Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP Computer Science Principles
2nd Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP Computer Science Principles.  Dr. Zytka 
will be present to answer questions.

6. 2nd Warning - New Course at Somers High School - Capstone
2nd Warning - New Course at Somers High School  - Capstone.  Dr. Zytka will be present to 
answer questions.

7. 2nd Warning - New textbook for Somers High School -"Ways of the World" and 
"AMSCO AP World History: Modern"
2nd Warning -New textbook for Somers High School -"Ways of the World" and "AMSCO AP 
World History:  Modern."  Dr. Zytka will be present to answer questions.

8. 2nd warning - New textbook proposal for Somers High School - "Myers' Psychology" 
for the AP Course.
2nd warning - New textbook proposal for Somers High School - "Myers' Psychology" for the AP 
Course.  Dr. Zytka will be present to answer questions.

9. 2nd Warning -New textbook for ELA - Vocabulary for grades 5 - 10
2nd Warning - New textbook for ELA - Vocabulary for grades 5 - 10.  Dr. Zytka will be present to 
answer any questions.

8. NEW BUSINESS
9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Somers Elementary School Improvement Plan
Mrs. Dina Senecal, Principal of Somers Elementary School will be there to answer any questions.

2. Superintendent Update
Mr. Czapla will update the Board of Education on any updates.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. CURRICULUM
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2. POLICY
3. SALARY & NEGOTIATION
4. PLANNING

12. CREC UPDATE
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board will vote to go into Executive Session to discuss the Superintendent's Mid-Year Evaluation.
14. ADJOURNMENT
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Somers Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education Meeting Room 

November 25, 2019  
7:00 PM 

 
Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM:  
 
Present Board Members:  Jan Martin, Sarah Bollinger, Marissa Marks, David Palmer,  
Bruce Devlin, Jeremy Anderson, Kate McLellan  
  
Absent Board Members:  Anne Kirkpatrick, Krista Cherry 
 
Others:  Brian Czapla, Bill Boutwell, Dr. Irene Zytka, Phil Goduti, Andrew Drummey, Fiona 
Cheyney, Keeley Joyal, Amit Deonarine, Christian Chlebowski, Shawn Gentilcore, Spencer 
Whitford  
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER   
   
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Bruce Devlin 
in the Mabelle B. Avery Board of Education meeting room.  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS   
  Rationale:  Superintendent will proceed to the Election of Officers.  

Motion Passed:  Superintendent Czapla opened the floor for BOE Chairman election. 
Motion to nominate Bruce Devlin as Chairman of the BOE passed with a motion by 
David Palmer and a second by Kate McLellan.  7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
Motion Passed:  Chairman Devlin opened the floor for BOE Vice Chairman election. 
Motion to nominate David Palmer passed with a motion by Jeremy Anderson and a 
second by Jan Martin.  7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
Motion Withdrawn:  Chairman Devlin opened the floor for BOE Secretary election. 
Motion to nominate Jan Martin for BOE Secretary passed with a motion by David Palmer 
and a second by Jeremy Anderson.  Motion to nominate Sarah Bollinger for BOE 
Secretary passed with a motion by Kate McLellan and a second by Marissa Marks.  Sarah 
Bollinger appreciated the nomination but declined.  The motion for Sarah Bollinger’s 
nomination for BOE Secretary was withdrawn by Kate McLellan and Marissa Marks.  7 
Yeas – 0 Nays. 

 
Motion Passed:  Motion to nominate Jan Martin for BOE Secretary passed with a 
motion by David Palmer and a second by Jeremy Anderson.  7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   
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4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

4.1. Draft Minutes of November 11, 2019   
   Rationale:  The Board will review and approve the minutes from November 11, 

2019.  
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve BOE draft minutes from November 11, 
2019 passed with a motion by Sarah Bollinger and a second by Kate McLellan.   
7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
5. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS   
 
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS   
  Discussion:  David Palmer requested a non-meeting post adjournment to discuss SEA.  
 
7. CONSENT AGENDA   

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve Consent Agenda passed with a motion by David 
Palmer and a second by Jeremy Anderson.  7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
7.1. Warrant of November 25, 2019   

   Rationale:  The Board will review and approve the warrant of November 25, 
2019 in the amount of $331,716.51.  

 
7.2. 2nd Warning of Somers DBS Policy 6142.61 - Physical Activity - Recess   

   Rationale:  The Board will consent on Somers DBS Policy 6142.61 – Physical 
Activity - Recess.  

 
7.3. 2nd Warning of DBS Policy 6146 - Graduation Requirements   

   Rationale:  The Board will consent on Somers DBS Policy 6146 – Graduation 
Requirements  

 
8. NEW BUSINESS   
 

8.1. Pillars of a Nation Project - Students   
   Rationale:  Somers High School Students will make a presentation on the "Pillars 

of a Nation."  
   Discussion:  SHS students from History Club presented the "Pillars of a Nation" 

project to the BOE.  Christian Chlebowski, Fiona Cheyney, Amit Deonarine, 
Keeley Joyal, Shawn Gentilcore, Spencer Whitford, and Victoria Reid make up 
the team behind the project.  Mr. Phil Goduti and Mr. Andrew Drummey, SHS 
Social Studies Teachers, are the History Club advisors.  The goal of this project is 
to develop a living timeline monument consisting of plaques to hang on the pillars 
outside of SHS in order to educate students, teachers, and the community 
regarding Somers' notable contributions in American history.  Brochures were 
passed out to the BOE.  Currently, the team is working on implementation and 
presented a sample plaque and video.  QR codes will correspond with the plaque 
in order to provide more context.  The team plans on marketing the project by 
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outsourcing to local advertisers, business cards, signs, brochures, etc.  There is a 
goal budget of $30,000 for plaques, design, brochure, business cards, and 
advertising.  The team has gathered their information from the Somers Historical 
Society as well as the Library of Congress.  The team would also like to speak 
with American Legion and Rotary Club as well as other groups to collect accurate 
information.  They stated that this is a project to grow on.  The team would like to 
potentially dedicate this monument to the town on Memorial Day weekend.  Mr. 
Goduti stated that at some point in the near future he would like to have the 
History Club compete in the Connecticut History Day State Contest.  BOE 
members recognized SEF and the Fire Department as good resources.  The BOE 
members thanked the students for their presentation.         

 
8.2. Approval of Somers High School Field Trip to Washington, DC   

   Rationale:  Mr. Phil Goduti will be present to answer any questions of the Board 
on the Spring field trip to Washington, DC.  

   Discussion:  Discussion ensued regarding cost and activities.  Mr. Goduti stated 
that students will be able to incorporate something from the field trip into a future 
assignment.  
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the SHS field trip to Washington, D.C. as 
presented by Mr. Phil Goduti, SHS Social Studies Teacher, passed with a motion 
by David Palmer and a second by Kate McLellan.  7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
8.3. Approval of the HVAC Energy Efficiency Project   

   Rationale:  The Board will review and approve the HVAC Energy Efficiency 
Project.  

   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla stated that this is phase 2 of the project.  The 
project will have some offsets in energy savings costs and from incentives from 
the State.  Ten of the thirty rooftop units are to be replaced at the middle school.    
Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the HVAC Energy Efficiency Project passed 
with a motion by David Palmer and a second by Jan Martin.  7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
8.4. 1st Warning - New Course at Somers High School - AP Physics    

   Rationale:  1st Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP Physics.  Dr. 
Zytka will answer any questions on this course.  

 
8.5. 1st Warning - New Course for Somers High School - AP Psychology   

   Rationale:  1st Warning - New course at Somers High School – AP Psychology. 
Dr. Zytka will answer any questions on this course.  

 
8.6. 1st Warning - New Course at Somers High School- AP World History:  Modern  

   Rationale:  1st Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP World 
History:  Modern.  Dr. Zytka will be present to answer any questions.  

 
8.7. 1st Warning - New Course at Somers High School - AP Computer Science 
Principles   
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Rationale:  1st Warning - New course at Somers High School - AP Computer 
Science Principles.  Dr. Zytka will be present to answer questions.  

 
8.8. 1st Warning - New Course at Somers High School - Capstone   

   Rationale:  1st Warning - New Course at Somers High School - Capstone.  Dr. 
Zytka will be present to answer questions.  

 
8.9. 1st Warning - New Textbook for Somers High School -"Ways of the World" 
and "AMSCO AP World History:  Modern"   

   Rationale:  1st Warning - New textbook for Somers High School -"Ways of the 
World" and "AMSCO AP World History:  Modern."  Dr. Zytka will be present to 
answer questions.  

 
8.10. 1st warning - New Textbook for Somers High School - "Myers' Psychology" 
for the AP Course.   

   Rationale:  1st warning - New textbook for Somers High School –"Myers' 
Psychology" for the AP Course.  Dr. Zytka will be present to answer questions.  

 
8.11. 1st Warning -New Textbook for ELA - Vocabulary for Grades 5 - 10   

   Rationale:  1st Warning - New textbook for ELA - Vocabulary for grades  
5 – 10.  Dr. Zytka will be present to answer any questions.  

 
9. OLD BUSINESS   
 
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS   
 

10.1. District Grant Updates   
   Rationale:  Mr. Boutwell will be there to answer any questions on District 

Grants.  
   Discussion:  Mr. Bill Boutwell, Director of Business Services, reported on the 

district grant updates.  The report included one-year grants, two-year grants, and 
Town of Somers Education grants.  There have not been many significant changes 
in the one and two-year grants.  He recognized that the 2019-2020 ECS grant will 
decrease $60,000/year for ten years.    

 
10.2. Update of Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)   

   Rationale:  Dr. Zytka will be there to answer any questions on the Next 
Generation Science Standards.  

   Discussion:  Dr. Irene Zytka, Director of Curriculum, updated the BOE on the 
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  The 2018-19 school year was the 
first year that the State required students in Grades 5, 8, and 11 to participate in 
the NGSS exam.  The standards are complex and incredibly rigorous.  Teachers 
underwent a significant amount of training to understand the new standards.  The 
standards involve cross-cutting concepts and integrating components.  Dr. Zytka 
was impressed with the first round of testing.  Grade and individual student results 
were made available to the district; however, State results have not yet been 
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released to the districts.  One issue at SHS is that there are not only juniors in 
junior Science classes.  Dr. Zytka stated that they will be analyzing solutions and 
reaching out to other districts as well pertaining to this issue.      

 
10.3. School Improvement Plan - Curriculum and Instruction   

   Rationale:  Dr. Zytka will be there to answer any questions on the School 
Improvement Plan - Curriculum and Instruction.  (Page 5-7)  

   Discussion:  Dr. Irene Zytka, Director of Curriculum, updated the BOE on the 
Professional Development calendar and committee update.  The committee will 
be meeting four times this year with a nice cross-representation from SES, MBA, 
and SHS.  The long-range plan is a three-year plan that was developed in 
partnership with EdLeader21 and will revolve around the four C's of the Strategic 
Plan.  The plan will include PD around student success skills, planning days, 
Fountas & Pinnell training, and training in diversity and equity strategies.   
 
New teachers will have to complete five modules in TEAM.  One of the modules, 
Professional Responsibility, will be done collectively as a group with scenarios. 
The remaining modules to be completed will consist of reflective papers and an 
observation project in which teachers visit other classrooms in and out of their 
grade and content instruction in order to observe various strategies.  
 
PDEC is looking at various teacher and administrator evaluations.  The goal is to 
narrow evaluations down to three to bring back to the committee.   
 
The last update is a proposal for additional PD to be utilized throughout the 
district on early release days.  There is a great need for additional time for 
teachers to work together.  Dr. Zytka had asked administrators ways in which they 
would use the additional time.  A list of agenda items from SES, MBA, SHS, and 
Pupil Services was developed.  Superintendent Czapla stated that they are looking 
at establishing a calendar and can anticipate requesting a few more early-release 
days.  The school is working with the P&R Department to see if they can provide 
after-school care on those early release days.  
 
Dr. Zytka stated that the Curriculum Department has completed some items on 
the school improvement plan already.  The department is continuing to coordinate 
PD in critical thinking; analyzing and revising the schedule at SHS; developing an 
ongoing partnership with Asnuntuck and Goodwin College and looking into 
nursing and technology credits; evaluating critical thinking examples in the 
current curriculum; developing new financial literacy and computer science 
programs; and, accessing RTI Direct so that teachers may upload files and data. 
The PDEC and Assessment Task Force continue to meet.  Dr. Zytka will be 
reporting more later this year.  

 
10.4. Superintendent Updates   

   Rationale:  Superintendent will update the Board on current events.  
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Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla reported that the oil tank was delivered today, 
and the track is coming along well.    

 
11. COMMITTEE REPORTS   
  Discussion:  Chairman Devlin discussed committee positions and maintaining the same 

Chairs for each committee.  He suggested that Marissa Marks join the Curriculum and 
Policy committees and Krista Cherry join the Planning and Salary & Negotiations 
committees.  

 
11.1. BUDGET   

   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla reported that the committee is waiting for 
negotiations with SEA.  He stated that he is anticipating a larger increase in 
healthcare premiums.    

 
11.2. CURRICULUM   

   Discussion:  Kate McLellan reported that there were a few first warnings.  
 

11.3. POLICY   
   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla reported that the committee is all caught up 

and that there have been a few first warnings.  
 

11.4. PLANNING   
   Discussion:  No report.  
 
12. CREC UPDATE   
  Discussion:  Jan Martin reported that she and Anne Kirkpatrick attended the CABE 

Convention a week ago Friday.  Dr. Derrick Gay, an international Educational and 
Diversity Consultant, presented and spoke of diversity as looking at yourself and others 
as having differences.  Social/emotional learning experiences were also discussed.  
CABE recognized David Palmer and Anne Kirkpatrick as BOE members for 20 years as 
well as Rick Lees as a BOE member for 10 years.  

 
13. ADJOURNMENT   

Motion Passed:  Motion to adjourn the BOE meeting at 8:06 p.m. passed with a motion 
by Jan Martin and a second by Kate McLellan.  7 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Jan Martin, BOE Secretary   Date 
 
Shannin Burns, BOE Recording Secretary 

























Course Proposal Form 
Date: 10/4/19 
 
Proposed Title: AP Psychology 
 
Content Area: Social Studies     Semester(s):1 & 2 
 

(a) What need(s) does this course address? 
This course will allow students to continue to develop higher ordered thinking skills and 
improve college readiness.   

(b) How was the need identified? What data was considered?  
 There is an effort made by the administration to expand our advanced placement course 
options for our student body. AP potential results indicated that our students are capable 
of succeeding at the AP level. 
 

(c) Who was involved in determining the need? 
The administration indicated that there is a need for more AP options for our 
students. 

(d) Who designed the course? 
The curriculum is dictated by the College Board 
 

(e) What implications does this course have on staffing, other curricular areas, 
and/or space? 

Depending on the popularity/interest of the course, this will have an impact on our 
elective program. This is a full year course which is different than our semester electives. 
We are concerned that the class size in our core classes as well as our electives will be 
impacted by these new full year options. In an effort to not diminish the availability of 
our course offerings and maintain optimal conditions for learning in core courses (class 
sizes), we anticipate the need for another staff member in the social studies department at 
the high school. 
 

(f) What special background, if any, would the teacher need to have to teach this 
elective successfully? 

The individual must be a certified teacher within the content area. 
(g) This course is designed for: (circle any or all choices) 

 
Freshmen      Sophomore  Juniors  Seniors  Middle School 

 
(h) What prerequisites must the student fulfill to take this course? 

Students should have a cumulative B+ average or higher in World History and U.S. 
History/Civics I. Completion of Intro to Psychology is strongly encouraged but not 
required. 
 

(i) Insert curriculum standards this course will address: 
The college board curriculum is aligned with the CCSS framework. 
 



(j) How will student learning be assessed? 
The curriculum for this course is aligned with the AP exam which includes multiple 
choice and free response questions.  

(k) What instructional resources are necessary to teach the course? List all 
books, software, equipment, and materials with rationale and cost. 

 
Myers’ Psychology for the AP Course-Third Edition 
 

 Cost $150 
  Worth Publishers 
 ISBN # 978-1319070502 
 

 
Multiple-Choice & Free-Response Questions in Preparation for the AP Psychology 
Examination-3rd edition. Michael Sullivan & Michael Hamilton 
  

Cost $17 
D&S Marketing Systems 

 ISBN # 978-1934780145 
 
 
 
The Myers’ book is suggested by the college board as an aligned text that meets the 
requirements of the curriculum. The multiple-choice and free response questions in 
preparation for the AP Psychology examination is a highly effective and 
recommended resource for the students to practice the skills needed to excel on the 
AP exam.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Attach minutes from team meetings in which the course was developed and a budget 
worksheet.) 



Course Department Sign-Off 
 
 
Proposed Title: AP Psychology 
 
Signatures of content area members indicate that the proposal has been discussed and 
feedback has been elicited on the proposal prior to its completion.  Interdisciplinary unit 
proposals require the signatures of members of all involved content areas/departments. 
 
NAME     CONTENT AREA   DATE 
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
              



Course Budget Sheet 
Estimate the cost of the proposed elective for a three-year period assuming a maximum 
student enrollment of 25.  
 
Proposed Title:           
      
Submitted by:       Date    
 First Year Second Year Third Year 
Staff (if new staff must be hired) $ $ $ 
Professional Development $ $ $ 
Additional Space $ $ $ 
Contracted Services/Licensing $ $ $ 
Textbooks $ $ $ 
Consumable Books $ $ $ 
Resources/Support Materials $ $ $ 
     Teacher Resource Books $ $ $ 
     Journals/Magazines $ $ $ 
     Consumable Supplies  $ $ $ 
     Equipment under $200  $ $ $ 
     Software $ $ $ 
Field Trips $ $ $ 
Speakers $ $ $ 
Other: $ $ $ 
Other: $ $ $ 
20% shipping/handling materials & books $ $ $ 
TOTAL 
 

$ $ $ 

 
 
Signatures of person(s) submitting this proposal: 
         
 Name        Date     
 
 Name        Date     
 
Signature of Principal     Date     
 
 
Print out this proposal and submit to the Curriculum Council, c/o the Director of 
Curriculum. 
 
 



Course Proposal Form 
Date: 10/4/19 
 
Proposed Title: AP World History: Modern 
 
Content Area: Social Studies     Semester(s): 1 + 2 
 

(a) What need(s) does this course address? 
This course will allow students to continue to develop higher order thinking skills and 
improve college readiness. 

(b) How was the need identified? What data was considered?  
 There is an effort made by the administration to expand our Advanced Placement options 
for our student body.  AP Potential results indicated that our students are capable of 
succeeding at the AP level.   

(c) Who was involved in determining the need? 
The administration indicated that there is a need for more AP options for our students. 

(d) Who designed the course? 
The curriculum is dictated by the College Board. 

(e) What implications does this course have on staffing, other curricular areas, 
and/or space? 

Depending on the popularity/interest of the course, there may be an impact on our 
elective program.  This is a full year course, which is different than the majority of our 
semester electives.  We are concerned that the class size in our core courses as well as our 
electives may be impacted by these new full year options.  In an effort to not diminish the 
availability of our course offerings and maintain optimal conditions for learning in core 
courses we anticipate the need for another staff member in the Social Studies Department 
at the high school. 
 
What special background, if any, would the teacher need to have to teach this 
elective successfully? 
A teacher would need to be a certified teacher in Social Studies. 
 

(f) This course is designed for: (circle any or all choices) 
 

Freshmen      Sophomore  Juniors  Seniors  Middle School 
 

(g) What prerequisites must the student fulfill to take this course? 
Students need to have successfully completed the three core Social Studies courses 
(World History, US History/Civics 1and US History/Civics 2) having earned a B+ 
cumulative average or better. 
 

(h) Insert curriculum standards this course will address: 
The College Board curriculum is aligned with the CCSS framework. 
 

(i) How will student learning be assessed? 



The curriculum is aligned with the AP exam which includes multiple choice and free 
response questions.   

(j) What instructional resources are necessary to teach the course? List all 
books, software, equipment, and materials with rationale and cost. 

 
Ways of the World, Robert W. Strayer.  Bedford, Freeman and Worth, 2020.   This book 
is suggested by College Board as an aligned text that meets the requirements of the 
curriculum.  Cost = $102.84.  ISBN:978-1-319-23657-1 
 
AMSCO World History Modern (1200-Present), Perfection Learning, 2020.  This book is 
suggested by College Board as an aligned text that meets the requirements of the 
curriculum.  It also includes sample DBQs, multiple choice questions, and primary 
sources.  Cost = $35.  ISBN:978-1-5311-2916-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Attach minutes from team meetings in which the course was developed and a budget 
worksheet.) 



Course Department Sign-Off 
 
 
Proposed Title:  AP World History: Modern (1200-Present) 
 
Signatures of content area members indicate that the proposal has been discussed and 
feedback has been elicited on the proposal prior to its completion.  Interdisciplinary unit 
proposals require the signatures of members of all involved content areas/departments. 
 
NAME     CONTENT AREA   DATE 
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
              



Course Budget Sheet 
Estimate the cost of the proposed elective for a three-year period assuming a maximum 
student enrollment of 25.  
 
Proposed Title: AP World History: Modern (1200-present)    
   
Submitted by: Andrew Drummey            Date. 10/15/19  
 First Year Second Year Third Year 
Staff (if new staff must be hired) $ $ $ 
Professional Development $ $ $ 
Additional Space $ $ $ 
Contracted Services/Licensing $ $ $ 
Textbooks $3,446 $ $ 
Consumable Books $ $ $ 
Resources/Support Materials $ $ $ 
     Teacher Resource Books $ $ $ 
     Journals/Magazines $ $ $ 
     Consumable Supplies  $ $ $ 
     Equipment under $200  $ $ $ 
     Software $ $ $ 
Field Trips $ $ $ 
Speakers $ $ $ 
Other: $ $ $ 
Other: $ $ $ 
20% shipping/handling materials & books $ $ $ 
TOTAL 
 

$ $ $ 

 
 
Signatures of person(s) submitting this proposal: 
         
 Name        Date     
 
 Name        Date     
 
Signature of Principal     Date     
 
 
Print out this proposal and submit to the Curriculum Council, c/o the Director of 
Curriculum. 
 
 



Course Proposal Form 
Date: 
 
Proposed Title: AP Computer Science Principles 
 
Content Area: Business and Careers      
Semester(s): 1 semester course 
 

(a) What need(s) does this course address? 
Additional advanced placement course are need at the HS to offer students the 
opportunity to take AP classes and earn college credit.  

(b) How was the need identified? What data was considered?  
 There is a need to offer a variety of AP courses to those students who would not 
typically take an AP course.  Based on feedback from the Somers HS Vocational 
Council, there is support to offer a course which teaching the foundational concepts of 
computer science as it aims to broaden participation in this growing field. 

(c) Who was involved in determining the need? 
Central Office and HS administration 

(d) Who designed the course? 
Designed by College Board 

(e) What implications does this course have on staffing, other curricular areas, 
and/or space? 

Course offering is dependent on staffing. Possible implementation in the 2021-22 school 
year. 

(f) What special background, if any, would the teacher need to have to teach this 
elective successfully? 

Training in AP Computer Science Principles through College Board in the summer 
(g) This course is designed for: (circle any or all choices) 

 
Freshmen      Sophomore  Juniors  Seniors  Middle School 

 
(h) What prerequisites must the student fulfill to take this course? 

Successful completion of Algebra I 
(i) Insert curriculum standards this course will address: 

Standards will be decided from the following options based on the course syllabus: 
CT: Informational  & Technology Literacy 
ITEA: Standards for Technological Literacy 
ISTE: Educational Technology 

(j) How will student learning be assessed? 
Assessments are through the college board AP assessments along with a  two 
performance tasks given during the course. See attachment 

(k) What instructional resources are necessary to teach the course? List all 
books, software, equipment, and materials with rationale and cost. 

Internet accessibility, all curriculum guidelines given by the College Board 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Attach minutes from team meetings in which the course was developed and a budget 
worksheet.) 



Course Department Sign-Off 
 
 
Proposed Title:  AP Computer Science Principles     
    
 
Signatures of content area members indicate that the proposal has been discussed and 
feedback has been elicited on the proposal prior to its completion.  Interdisciplinary unit 
proposals require the signatures of members of all involved content areas/departments. 
 
NAME     CONTENT AREA   DATE 
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
              



Course Budget Sheet 
Estimate the cost of the proposed elective for a three-year period assuming a maximum 
student enrollment of 25.  
 
Proposed Title:  AP Computer Science Principles     
          
Submitted by:       Date    
 First Year Second Year Third Year 
Staff (if new staff must be hired) $ $ $ 
Professional Development $950 $ $ 
Additional Space $ $ $ 
Contracted Services/Licensing $ $ $ 
Textbooks $ $ $ 
Consumable Books $ $ $ 
Resources/Support Materials $ $ $ 
     Teacher Resource Books $ $ $ 
     Journals/Magazines $ $ $ 
     Consumable Supplies  $ $ $ 
     Equipment under $200  $ $ $ 
     Software $ $ $ 
Field Trips $ $ $ 
Speakers $ $ $ 
Other: $ $ $ 
Other: $ $ $ 
20% shipping/handling materials & books $ $ $ 
TOTAL 
 

$950 $ $ 

 
 
Signatures of person(s) submitting this proposal: 
         
 Name        Date     
 
 Name        Date     
 
Signature of Principal     Date     
 
 
Print out this proposal and submit to the Curriculum Council, c/o the Director of 
Curriculum. 
 
 









 
Textbook Proposal Form 

 
 
Use this form to propose the purchase of new textbooks, software, or other major 
instructional resources for a new course, grade, or multiple grades. 
 
Date:  11/4/19 
 
Person(s) submitting:  Andrew Drummey 
 
Content Area: Social Studies  Grade(s) 12 Course: World History: Modern 
 
Recommended Purchase:  Ways of the World AND AMSCO AP World History: 
Modern  
 
Title or Name of Resource:    Ways of the World AND AMSCO AP World History: 
Modern 
 
Type of Resource:  textbook and supplimental text    ISBN# :  978-
1-319-23657-1    
 
Copyright:  2020  Vendor: Bedford, Freeman and Worth 
 
Address:  75 Arlington Street, Boston, MA 02116  
 
 
1.  Does the text address the content of the curriculum at the appropriate grade 
level? 

Yes  No  
 
Process used to select this curriculum resource: These books are from the 
suggested resource list provided by the College Board 
 
 
 
 
 
Is this the only curriculum resource for this course?  Yes     No  
If no, what other resource(s) will be used?  AMSCO Advanced Placement edition 
World History: Modern ISBN: 978-1-5311-2916-3 
 
 
 
 
 
How was this resource evaluated in terms of providing adequate instructional 
support for the curriculum? The text is aligned with the College Board curriculum and 
provides resources that prepare the students for the AP exam in May.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Please use the standard budget sheet below to detail the purchase costs. 
 
 

 
Standard Budget Sheet 

 
 
Use this form to detail the purchase of new textbooks, software, or other major 
instructional resources for a new course, grade, or multiple grades. 
 
Proposed Title:  AP World History: Modern 
 
 
Submitted by:  Andrew Drummey 
 
 
Textbook/Novel/Resource Name:  Ways of the World 
 
 
Consumable?  Yes  No  
 
 
 
 
Amount of Funds Needed:  $3,446 
 
 
 
 
Vendor Name: Bedford, Freeman and Worth 
 
 
Contact Person: Jess Cipperly       
 
 
Address:  
 
 
Phone: (518)795-8918 
 
 
Fax:       
 
 
Email Address:  jcipperly@bfwpub.com  
 
 
 



Revised:  June 27, 20-19 
 



 
Textbook Proposal Form 

 
 
Use this form to propose the purchase of new textbooks, software, or other major 
instructional resources for a new course, grade, or multiple grades. 
 
Date:  11/4/19 
 
Person(s) submitting:  Marc Dzicek 
 
Content Area: Social Studies  Grade(s) 11&12 Course: AP Psychology 
 
Recommended Purchase:  Myers' Psychology for the AP Course AND Multiple-Choice 
& Free-Response Questions in Preparation for the AP Psychology Examination 
 
Title or Name of Resource:    Myers' Psychology for the AP Course 
AND Multiple-Choice & Free-Response Questions in Preparation for the AP 
Psychology Examination     
 
Type of Resource:  textbook and supplemental text    ISBN# :  978-
1-319-07050-2      
 
Copyright:  2018  Vendor: BFW/Worth Publishers 
 
Address:  One New York Plaza  Suit 4500. New York, NY. 10004-1562  
 
 
1.  Does the text address the content of the curriculum at the appropriate grade 
level? 

Yes  No  
 
Process used to select this curriculum resource: This book was from the suggested 
resource list provided by College Board 
 
 
 
 
 
Is this the only curriculum resource for this course?  Yes     No  
If no, what other resource(s) will be used? Multiple-Choice & Free-Response 
Questions in Preparation for the AP Psychology Examination    ISBN# 1-934780-14-6 
 
 
 
 
 
How was this resource evaluated in terms of providing adequate instructional 
support for the curriculum? The text is aligned with the college board curriculum and 
provides resources that prepare the students for the AP exam in May.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Please use the standard budget sheet below to detail the purchase costs. 
 
 

 
Standard Budget Sheet 

 
 
Use this form to detail the purchase of new textbooks, software, or other major 
instructional resources for a new course, grade, or multiple grades. 
 
Proposed Title:  AP Psychology 
 
 
Submitted by:  Marc Dzicek 
 
 
Textbook/Novel/Resource Name:  Myers' Psychology for the AP Course 
 
 
Consumable?  Yes  No  
 
 
 
 
Amount of Funds Needed:  $8350 
 
 
 
 
Vendor Name: BFW Publishers 
 
 
Contact Person: Jess Cipperly 
 
 
Address:       
 
 
Phone: (518) 795-8918 
 
 
Fax:       
 
 
Email Address:  jcipperly@bfwpub.com 
 
 



 
Revised:  June 27, 20-19 

 



 
Textbook Proposal Form 

 
 
Use this form to propose the purchase of new textbooks, software, or other major 
instructional resources for a new course, grade, or multiple grades. 
 
Date:  11/4/2019 
 
Person(s) submitting:  Irene Zytka 
 
Content Area: ELA  Grade(s) 5-10 Course: ELA 
 
Recommended Purchase:  Saidler Vocabulary 
 
Title or Name of Resource:         
 
Type of Resource:  Additional resource textbook    ISBN# :  
84.5-2,6625-1,1605-3,8406-9    
 
Copyright:  2019  Vendor: Sadlier 
 
Address:  9 Pine st.  NY,NY USA  
 
 
1.  Does the text address the content of the curriculum at the appropriate grade 
level? 

Yes  No  
 
Process used to select this curriculum resource: Used in the 5th grade as a 
resource book.  Vetted and piloted by grades 6-10 this year 
 
 
 
 
 
Is this the only curriculum resource for this course?  Yes     No  
If no, what other resource(s) will be used? For some grade educational technology 
namely Vocabulafry/Spelling city will be used. 
 
 
 
 
 
How was this resource evaluated in terms of providing adequate instructional 
support for the curriculum? Piloted by grade 6-10 used for the last 3 years by grade 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Please use the standard budget sheet below to detail the purchase costs. 

 
 

 
Standard Budget Sheet 

 
 
Use this form to detail the purchase of new textbooks, software, or other major 
instructional resources for a new course, grade, or multiple grades. 
 
Proposed Title:  Vocabulary Workshop Achieve 
 
 
Submitted by:  Irene Zytka 
 
 
Textbook/Novel/Resource Name:  Vocabulary Workshop Achieve 
 
 
Consumable?  Yes  No  
 
 
 
 
Amount of Funds Needed:  $10,250 
 
 
 
 
Vendor Name: William H. Sadier 
 
 
Contact Person: Nicole Stephen 
 
 
Address: 9 Pine st.  NY,NY USA 
 
 
Phone:       
 
 
Fax:       
 
 
Email Address:        
 
 
 

Revised:  June 27, 20-19 
 



 

 
Somers Elementary School 
School Improvement Plan  

2019-2020 
 

Vision: 

The Somers Public Schools strives to be an exceptional  
and innovative educational community. 

 

Mission: 
The mission of the Somers Public Schools is to prepare each student to  

contribute and succeed in an ever-changing global society 
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Strategic Plan Goal #1: Student Achievement Focus Area of Improvement: Language Arts 

Goal:  Increase students reading comprehension, decoding and fluency 

Metric:   NWEA MAP Testing (Gr. 1-5), F & P BAS (Grades K-5), SBAC Testing (Grades 3-5), Phonological Screening & Letter Sound ID (K)   

Action Plan to Accomplish Goal 

Strategies Staff Responsible Resources Needed Timeline Intended Outcomes  

 
 

 Implementation of 
F & P Interactive Read 

Aloud Grades K-5 
 

 
 

Classroom Teachers in Grades K-5 

 
 

Interactive Read Aloud 
Books & Teacher Lesson 

Plan Cards 

 
Sept. 2019- 
June 2020 
(on-going) 

 
 

Enhance students development as a reader, writer and language user 
(www.heinemann.com) 

 
 

 
 Implementation of  

F & P  
“Reading Mini-lessons” 

 

 
Classroom Teachers in Grades K-5 

 
Reading Mini-lesson 

teacher scope and 
sequence manual 

 
February 2020 

(on-going) 
 

 
Implementation of short concise inquiry-based lessons with explicit 
concepts that students apply to their own independent reading. These 
lessons grow from the IRL and are linked to independent reading. 
(www.heinemann.com) 
 

 
 

Strategic Plan Goal #1: Student Achievement Focus Area of Improvement: Math 

Goal:  Select an elementary mathematics program for future implementation. 

Metric: Feedback from grade level teams/team leaders on the three pilot programs. 

Action Plan to Accomplish Goal 

Strategies Staff Responsible Resources Needed Timeline Intended Outcomes  

 
 

Implementing 
 Pilot Math Materials  

 
  

 
 

Grade level teachers (K-5) 
 
 

 
Pilot materials from three 

programs: 
enVision2020 

Bridges in Mathematics 
Investigations 

 
 

 
 2019-2020  
school year To determine which program best meets the academic and instructional 

needs of students and staff. 
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Strategic Plan Goal #2: Professional Learning Focus Area of Improvement: Language Arts 

Goal:  Provide teachers with professional tools, learning and feedback to effectively implement Interactive Read Aloud and Reading Mini-Lessons as integral parts of the reading workshop instructional 
model. 

Metric: Effective application of the newly acquired skills and materials. As evidenced by teacher lesson plans and observation. 
 

Action Plan to Accomplish Goal 

Strategies Staff Responsible Resources Needed Timeline Intended Outcomes  

 
F & P Interactive 

Read Aloud 
Professional 
Development 

 

 
Presenter:  Terry Beeler  
Attending PD:  
All classroom and special education 
teachers in grades K-5. 

 

 
Interactive Read Aloud 
Materials for teachers 
attending PD session. 

 
 

August 2019 Provide teachers with professional tools and learning to effectively 
implement Interactive Read Aloud as an integral part of the reading 
workshop instructional model.  

 
F & P Reading 

Mini-lesson 
Professional 
Development 

 
Presenter:  Terry Beeler  
Attending PD:  
All classroom and special education 
teachers in grades K-5. 

 
Reading Mini-lesson 

teacher scope and 
sequence manual 

 
 

February 2020  
 
 

Provide teachers with professional tools and learning to effectively 
implement Reading Mini-lessons as an integral part of the reading 
workshop instructional model. 

 

Strategic Plan Goal #2: Professional Learning Focus Area of Improvement: Math 

Goal:  Select an elementary mathematics program for future implementation. 

Metric: Feedback from grade level teams/team leaders on the three pilot programs. 
 

Action Plan to Accomplish Goal 

Strategies Staff Responsible Resources 
Needed Timeline Intended Outcomes  

 
Math Program 
Professional 
Development 

Dr. Irene Zytka (Curr. Director) 
Dina Senecal (principal) 
Karen Jones (Math intervention teacher) 

Substitutes for 
teachers 

Various times during the 
2019-2020 school year 

To determine which program best feeds the academic and instructional 
needs of students and staff.  Representative from each program will 

facilitate in house PD for teachers to answer they questions and clarify 
information as needed. 
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Strategic Plan Goal #3: Accountability Focus Area of Improvement: Math 

Goal:  Select an elementary mathematics program for future implementation. 

Metric: Feedback from grade level teams/team leaders on the three pilot programs. 
 

Action Plan to Accomplish Goal 

Strategies Staff Responsible Resources Needed Timeline Intended Outcomes  

 
Checking in with 
grade level teams 

about the 
implementation of 

Math Pilot Programs 
 

 
Dr. Irene Zytka (Curr. Director) 
Dina Senecal (principal) 
Karen Jones (Math intervention 
teacher) 

 
N/A 

 
2019-2020 School year 

During after school 
curriculum meetings & grade 
level collaboration meetings 

 

To determine which program best feeds the academic and instructional 
needs of students and staff. 

 

Utilize”set” criteria 
to evaluate each of 

the programs 
piloted. 

 
Grade level teams 

 
Universal 
evaluation 

questions/rating 
scales  

 
2019-2020 School year 

During grade level 
collaboration meetings 

To determine which program best feeds the academic and instructional 
needs of students and staff. 
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Strategic Plan Goal #3: Accountability Focus Area of Improvement: Language Arts 

Goal:  To support the teachers understanding and implantation of effective reading instructional practices and assessment. 

Metric:   Somers Teacher Evaluation System   

Action Plan to Accomplish Goal 

Strategies Staff Responsible Resources Needed Timeline Intended Outcomes  

 
Classroom 

observation of 
Interactive  

Read Aloud & 
Reading Mini-

Lessons 
 

 
Dina Senecal (Principal) 

Melissa Mucci (Asst. Principal) 
 

K-5 Classroom Teachers 
(being observed by admin.) 

 
IRL & reading mini-
lesson lesson plans 

provided by 
classroom teachers. 

 
 

 
On-going through out the 
2019-2020 school year & 

beyond 
 

To ensure IRL & reading-mini lessons are implemented accurately and with 
fidelity.  
 
Provide teachers with feedback to enhance their instruction and ensure 
active student engagement. 

 
Push in support 

 
Observation of 

teaching/assessing 
 

1:1 consultation  
Grade-level consultation 

 

 
 

 
Sarah Martin (Reading Consultant) 

 

 
Learning Continuum 

 
 F&P BAS 
assessment 

 
IRL & Reading mini-

lesson materials 
 

Dependent upon 
need 

 
 

On-going through out the 
2019-2020 school year & 

beyond 
 

Provide teachers with feedback and materials as needed to enhance their 
instruction and ensure active student engagement. 
 
Analyze assessment data and assessment teacher protocols to ensure 
fidelity and accuracy.  
 
 
Provide feedback/materials to support targeted areas of student need.  
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Goal 1:  Student Achievement 
Develop and implement instructional, digital, and assessment systems that support high student achievement, preparation for post-secondary school life, 
and the Somers Student Success Skills. 

 
A. Assess learning environments and current practices, and prioritize Somers Student Success Skills for the purpose of sequencing the work to be done. 
B. Build a common understanding of the selected skills. 
C. Create Somers Student Success Skills rubrics for grades 5, 8, & 12. 
D. Continue curriculum development and vertical articulation for all content areas. 
E. Develop K-12 interdisciplinary information literacy curriculum and programming. 
F. Continually assess, update, and implement the five-year technology replacement plan. 
G. Utilize instructional coaches to support the effective use of technology/media in instruction and provide embedded professional development to teachers. 
H. Develop and implement STEM courses at Somers Elementary School, Mabelle B. Avery, and Somers High School. 
I. Assess the current practices and philosophy of homework, assessment, personalized learning, mastery learning, and the purpose of grades. 

 

 
Goal 2:  Professional Learning 
Develop and implement meaningful and personalized professional development programming that support best practices, high student achievement, 
preparation for post-secondary school life, and the Somers Student Success Skills. 

 
A. Develop staff understanding of Somers Student Success Skills. 
B. Conduct an analysis to determine which skills and capacities are required to support the staff’s implementation of Student Achievement Goals. 
C. Identify gaps in current teacher knowledge and practice at each grade and content level, and create a professional learning plan to address the identified gaps. 
D. Implement professional development for each of the identified gaps tailored to needs across the district. 
E. Provide personalized professional development opportunities to support curriculum development. 
F. Provide professional development opportunities to support the development and implementation of STEM courses at Somers Elementary School, Mabelle B. Avery, and Somers 

High School. 
G. Utilize instructional coaches to provide embedded professional development opportunities. 
H. Institute an Instructional Think Tank to develop district philosophy of assessment and practices that allows students to demonstrate mastery more authentically. 
I.  

Goal 3:  Accountability 
Develop and implement goal setting and accountability systems that support best instructional practices, high student achievement, preparation for post-
secondary school life, and the Somers Student Success Skills. 
A. Revise the teacher and administrator evaluation systems to assure that high leverage student skills are embedded in goal setting and observations. 
B. Develop and implement administrator professional development for teacher evaluation utilizing a calibrated protocol with a targeted emphasis on instructional practices. 
C. Develop alternative means to gather evidence of teacher practice and student achievement. 
D. Develop and implement professional development regarding the teacher evaluation process (and its connection to professional development and high leverage skills). 
E. Develop a capstone project for the transition years of 5th, 8th, and 12th-grade students.   
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