
Board of Education Meeting
Monday, March 11, 2019 7:00 PM
Somers Elementary School, [Address], [City], CT [Zip]

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

1. Board of Education will honor Mr. Philip Goduti

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Board of Education Draft Minutes from February 
11, 2019

5. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

6. CORRESPONDENCE

7. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

8. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Warrant of March 11, 2019

2. Warrant of February 28, 2019

3. Retirement

4. Retirement

5. Resignation

9. NEW BUSINESS

1. 1st Warning of Somers DBS 5131.81 - Students 
Electronic Devices

2. 1st Warning of Somers Policy DBS 9325.2 - Board 
ByLaws Meeting

3. 1st Warning on Somers Policy DBS 4112 (4212) 
Personnel - Employment

4. 1st Warning on Textbook for Somers High School 
English

5. Field Trip - Overnight Field Trip for the Art 
Department at Somers High School.

10. OLD BUSINESS

1. 2019-2020 Budget Approval

11. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. MBA Technology

2. Superintendent Update



12. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. CURRICULUM

2. POLICY

3. SALARY & NEGOTIATION

4. PLANNING

13. CREC UPDATE

14. ADJOURNMENT
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Somers Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education Room 

February 11, 2019  
7:00 PM 

 
 
Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM:  
 
Present Board Members:  David Palmer, Rick Lees, Barbara Capuano, Sarah Bollinger,  
Jeremy Anderson, Anne Kirkpatrick, Jan Martin, Kate McLellan  
  
Absent Board Members:  Bruce Devlin  
 
Others:  Brian Czapla, Bill Boutwell, Dr. Irene Zytka, Jackie Nappo 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER   
   
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order by Vice Chairman, David 
Palmer, at 7:00 p.m. in the Mabelle B. Avery School Board of Education meeting room.  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
3. AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS   
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 

4.1. Board of Education Minutes of January 28, 2019   
   Rationale:  Board of Education to approve the minutes of January 28, 2019  

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve minutes from the 1/28/19 Board of Education 
meeting passed with a motion by Barbara Capuano and a second by Sarah 
Bollinger.  8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
5. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS   
 
6. CORRESPONDENCE   
 
7. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS   
 
8. CONSENT AGENDA   

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the entire consent agenda as presented passed with a 
motion by Anne Kirkpatrick and a second by Jan Martin.  8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
8.1. Warrant of February 11, 2019   

   Rationale:  The Board of Education is to review the warrant of February 11, 2019 
in the amount of $343,971.16 and give consent. 
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9. NEW BUSINESS   
 
10. OLD BUSINESS   
 

10.1. Superintendent's 2019-2020 Proposed Budget Approval   
   Rationale:  Board to approve the Superintendent's 2019-2020 proposed budget.  

Motion Passed:  Motion to move Superintendent's 2019-2020 proposed budget to 
Public Hearing on March 11, 2019 passed with a motion by Jan Martin and a 
second by Anne Kirkpatrick.  8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
11. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS   
 

11.1. Curriculum Report on Art and Foods   
   Rationale:  Dr. Irene Zytka will present the Board of Education reports on the Art 

Department in Somers Public Schools and the Food Service and Management 
Program at Somers High School.  

   Discussion:  Dr. Irene Zytka, Director of Curriculum, updated the BOE on the Art 
and Food Service and Management curricula.  A major focus of the Food Service 
and Management program includes utilizing academic vocabulary (math, science, 
language arts) and determining how it can be used within the food program (i.e. 
volume, weight, proportions, sustainability, etc.).  The Foods classes provide 
breakfast items for the Career and Technical Education Advisory Council.  These 
meetings are held four times a year and are a requirement of the Perkins Grant 
focusing on curriculum of the various classes.  
 
A major focus of the Art curriculum involves inserting art standards into Atlas 
and creating projects through an interdisciplinary approach.  At SHS, murals are 
being designed for the HS cafeteria and central offices; seventh graders are 
designing 3D buildings incorporating math terminology; Kindergarten students 
are making connections between lines and shapes while learning letters and 
numbers; and, Grade 2 students are designing their own mini sleds in which they 
have to research and analyze the speed, weight, cost, and marketability.  This 
project involves science, math, language arts, and technology.   
  

11.2. Superintendent's Update   
   Rationale:  The Superintendent will update the Board.  
   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla reported that the focus has primarily been on 

the budget and preparing for the BOF meeting.  There has been a lot of legislation 
that he is continuously monitoring with discussion among various groups.  There 
has been a modification of the BOE meeting agenda.  Agenda item 13, CREC 
Update, has been added in order for Anne Kirkpatrick to provide a report as 
necessary.  

 
12. COMMITTEE REPORTS   
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12.1. CURRICULUM   
   Discussion:  No report.  
 

12.2. POLICY   
   Discussion:  Anne Kirkpatrick stated that the committee met prior to the BOE 

meeting on 2/11/19.  There will be three policies to warn at the next meeting.  The 
next committee meeting will be held in April or May.  
 

12.3. SALARY & NEGOTIATION   
   Discussion:  No report.  
 

12.4. PLANNING   
   Discussion:  Superintendent Czapla reported that there will be a meeting with 

SMRT Wednesday, 2/20/19.  He will report back to the BOE.  
 
13. CREC UPDATE   
  Discussion:  No report.  
 
14. ADJOURNMENT   

Motion Passed:  Motion to adjourn at 7:18 p.m. passed with a motion by Jan Martin and 
a second by Sarah Bollinger.  8 Yeas - 0 Nays.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Rick Lees, Board of Education Secretary          Date 
 
Shannin Burns, BOE Recording Secretary 
 

























DBS CODE 5131.81 

STUDENTS 

Use of Electronic Portable Communication Devices 

All cell phones and/or electronic devices not used for instructional purposes must be 
turned off during class time. 

The building administration reserves the right to limit the use of cell phones in the 
building wherever they deem appropriate. 

During instructional time, from the official school start time to end of the day school dismissal, 
which includes class periods, lunch period (elementary schools), and other specified times as 
determined by administration, electronic communication devices must be kept powered-off and 
out-of-sight unless: 
 

a. Permission is granted by an administrator, teacher or school staff member; 
b. Use of the device is provided in a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 

504 education plan; or 
c. It is needed in an emergency that threatens the safety of students, staff, or other 

individuals. 
 
Phones and/or electronic communication devices, and accessories (i.e. earbuds, headphones, 
etc.), should remain concealed and be turned off unless in use pursuant to this policy. Such 
phones and other electronic communication devices may be used in compliance with the 
individual school’s guidelines for usage. This time of usage may include before/after school as 
well as during the student’s lunch time and in designated locations. 

The building administration reserves the right to limit the use of cell phones in the building 
wherever they deem appropriate. 

Unauthorized Use of Devices 
A student’s possession, display or use of a cellular telephone and other wireless communication 
devices on school property contrary to the provisions of this policy shall be viewed as the 
unauthorized use of the cellular phone or other wireless communication devices when such 
possession, display or use of such devices results in conduct which includes, but is not limited to: 
 

a. Interference with or disruption of the instructional or educational environment. 
b. Use which violates academic integrity, as the reproduction of images of tests, 

communication of test or examination contents or answers, to provide access to 
unauthorized school information, or assistance to students in any aspect of their 
instructional program in a manner that violates school Board policy or the Student Code of 
Conduct.  



c. The communication of the marks or grades assigned to students resulting from evaluation 
or the actual contents, or parts thereof, of any evaluation activity being completed by an 
individual(s). 

d. Use to commit a crime, under federal or state law. 
e. Violation of a student’s or other person’s reasonable expectation of privacy, by using such 

devices with photographic capabilities in student locker-rooms, restrooms, any other 
student changing areas, or the classroom, whether such use occurs during the instructional 
school day or on school property. Cellular telephones and other wireless communication 
devices may not be utilized to take “photographs” or “videos” while on school property, 
while on school-sponsored transportation or while a student is engaged in school-
sponsored activities. 

f. Use in a manner that is profane, indecent, obscene, threatening, discriminatory, bullying or 
harassing language, pictures or gestures. Cellular telephones and other wireless 
communication devices which have the capability to take “photographs” or “moving 
pictures” shall not be used for such purposes while on school property, while on school-
sponsored transportation or while a student is engaged in school-sponsored activities. 

 
Unauthorized use of these devices is grounds for confiscation by school officials, including 
classroom teachers. Repeated unauthorized use of such devices may lead to disciplinary action. 

 
Responsibility/Liability 
Any student who chooses to bring a cellular telephone or other wireless communication device to 
school shall do so at his or her own risk and shall be personally responsible for the security of his 
or her cellular phone or wireless communication device. Neither the school personnel or Board 
will assume any responsibility or liability for loss, theft, damage or vandalism to a cellular phone 
or other wireless communication device brought onto school property, or for the unauthorized 
use of any such device. 

Legal Reference:   PA 95-304 An Act Concerning School Safety 

PA 96-108 An Act Concerning Student Use of Telecommunication Devices and 
the Establishment of Graduation Dates 

PA 99-256 An Act Concerning AAC Laser Pointers 

   Connecticut General Statutes 
 
10-233j Student possession and use of telecommunications devices 
Eisner v. Stamford Board of Education, 440 F. 2d 803 (2nd Cir 1971) 
 
Trachtman v. Anker, 563 F. 2d 512 (2nd Cir. 1977) cert. denied, 435 U.S. 
925 (1978) 
 
Hazelwood School District v. Ruhlmeir, 484 U.S. 260, 108 S Ct 562 
(1988) 
Bethel School District v. Fraser, 478 US 675 (1986) 



Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community Dist., 393 US 503, (1969) 

Adopted:  July 13, 2009 

Revised:  July 12, 2010 

ADMIN. REG. 5131.81 

STUDENTS 

Electronic Devices 

Use of Beepers, Paging Devices, Cellular Telephones 

While certain electronic communication devices are allowed in school, the following 
regulations apply: 

   “Walkie Talkies,” portable CB radios, portable “HAM” radios, portable 
scanning devices, or portable games or toys that transmit a signal more than 20 
feet or through walls, shall not be allowed in the schools in any circumstances 
unless specific permission has been granted by the building Principal or 
Superintendent. 

  Cell phones, pagers/beepers shall be turned off during school hours and at any 
school-sponsored events where there is a reasonable expectation of quiet 
attentiveness or where use of the device would cause any disruption unless there is 
a bona fide health or safety emergency or sanctioned educational purpose. 

  Devices operated in violation of this rule shall be confiscated and not returned 
until, where appropriate, a parent/guardian conference has been held. 

  Students found to be using any electronic communications device to in any way 
send or receive personal messages, data, or information that would contribute to or 
constitute cheating on tests or examinations shall be subject to discipline and the 
device shall be confiscated and not returned until a parent conference has been 
held. Students violating this rule will be disallowed from carrying any personal 
communication device following the incident unless a bona fide health emergency 
exists. 

  Students found to be using any unauthorized electronic communications device 
will be in violation of these rules and shall be subject to disciplinary action. 

Approved:  July 13, 2009 



DBS CODE 9325.2 

BYLAWS OF THE BOARD 

Time, Place, Notification of Meetings: 

Meeting Conduct, Order of Business: 

The regular order of business shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following, in the order 
given: 

1.  Call to Order 

2.  Pledge of Allegiance 

3.  Approval of  Minutes 

4.  Audience to Citizens/Staff/Students 

5.  Correspondence 

6.  Opportunity to Add/Delete Agenda Item 

7.  Consent Agenda 

8.  New Business 

9.  Old Business 

10.  Reports 

11.  Other  

12.  Adjournment 

Upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members, any subsequent business not included in 
the filed agenda may be added under section 6 and acted upon at the meeting. 

Adopted:  March 23, 1981 

Revised:  February 22 1982 

February 24, 1992 

November 22, 1999 



November 26, 2001 

	



DBS CODE  4112 

4212 

PERSONNEL 

Certificated/Non-Certificated: 

Appointment and Conditions of Employment: 

Administrative or specialized personnel, with the exception of the position of Superintendent of 
Schools, are nominated by the Superintendent for election by the Somers Board of 
Education.  The Superintendent shall recommend a minimum of two finalists to the Board for 
interviews and a selection decision.  The Superintendent may request that the Board interview 
only a single candidate because he/she appears markedly superior to other candidates.  If the 
Board does not agree with this request, the  Superintendent shall recommend two to four 
candidates for interviews and selection as outlined above.  The Board may reject any and all 
nominations. 

All other personnel, certificated and non-certificated, may be hired by the Superintendent under 
authority granted by the Board of Education.  Within guidelines of any existing provisions in 
negotiated agreements, the Superintendent shall be responsible for placement of all appointed 
employees on the salary schedule. 

A notice of new positions shall clearly set forth the job descriptions and qualifications required 
of candidates.  The method and time limit of making applications shall be specified in the notice. 

The Superintendent shall ensure that all certificated personnel employed or recommended to the 
Board meet state certification requirements for the position, including required fingerprinting and 
other criminal record checks.  If the superintendent receives a notice of a criminal conviction by 
a person holding a certificate, authorization, or permit, the superintendent will notify the State 
Board of Education. 

Legal Reference:  Connecticut General Statutes 

10-151 Employment of teachers. Definitions. Notice and hearing on 
failure to renew or termination of contract. Appeal. 

10-153 Discrimination on account of marital status 

10-155f Residency requirement prohibited 

46a-60 Discriminatory employment practices prohibited 



Title VII, Civil Rights Act as amended by Title IX, Equal Employment 
Opportunity 

Adopted:  March 23, 1981 

Revised:  February 26, 1996 

May 29, 2001 

September 24, 2001 

July 9, 2009 

	
	
	



Textbook Proposal Form 
 
Use this form to propose the purchase of new textbooks, software, or other major instructional 
resources for a new course, grade, or multiple grades. 
 
Date:  February 9, 2019  
 
Person(s) submitting:  Erik Serrell-Dube

 
 
Content Area: English  Grade(s) 12  Course: ​Academic English 12   
 
Recommended Purchase: ​15 copies of​ The Things They Carried  
 
Title or Name of Resource:  
Type of Resource:  Novel ISBN# 978-0-618-70641-9

 
 
Copyright: 1990  Vendor:  Houghton Mifflin

 
 
Address: Boston New York  
 
1.  Does the text address the content of the curriculum at the appropriate grade level? 

Yes No 
 
Process used to select this curriculum resource: 
The Things They Carried​ is a commonly taught text in many other districts, commonly taught in 
12th grade. It is a popular book with students for its high-interest narrative style. The text was a 
finalist for Pulitzer Prize and fits the need for a complex, high-interest text. This book also 
introduces the metafiction genre to students and allows for substantial integration of nonfiction 
texts to support the reading of the book. With a Lexile of 880, the text is accessible for Academic 
12 students. 
 
Is this the only curriculum resource for this course? ​      No  ​If not, what other resource(s) 
will be used? 
All other Academic 12 English units will remain the same.  
 
How was this resource evaluated in terms of providing adequate instructional support for 
the curriculum? 
 
Erik Serrell-Dube has experience teaching the novel two other districts with great success. The 
novel was discussed with Alicia Simoes and Mindy Lageunesse for its integration into the 
Academic 12 curriculum. It was agreed the text would be a great option for the course due to its 
high interest themes and narrative style. 



 
 
 
Attach a standard budget sheet to detail the purchase costs. 
 
The cost would be: $270 for 15 copies from Amazon 
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