
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, August 24, 2015 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
1. Somers Elementary School Partial Roof Replacement, OSF State Project No. 129-0036

Hartford Restoration Services, Inc. has submitted its second payment application for the 
Somers Elementary School Partial Roof Replacement Project in the amount of 
$334,096.00  The application has been reviewed and certified for payment by our project 
architect, Silver/Petrucelli + Associates, Inc.  Acting in its role as the School Building 
Committee for this project, it is the Board's responsibility to approve this payment application.

2. Somers High School Partial Roof Replacement, OSF State Project No. 129-0037
Silktown Roofing, Inc. has submitted its second payment application for the Somers High 
School Partial Roof Replacement Project in the amount of $419,444.00  The application has 
been reviewed and certified for payment by our project architect, Silver/Petrucelli + Associates, 
Inc.  Acting in its role as the School Building Committee for this project, it is the Board's 
responsibility to approve this payment application.

2. Letter of Resignation - R. Rossetti
Robert Rossetti, Math Teacher at Somers High School, has handed in his letter of resignation 
effective as of August 13, 2015.

3. Letter of Resignation - K. Pezza
Kathleen Pezza, Director of Curriculum, has submitted her letter of resignation effective as of 
August 21,2015.

4. Letter of Resignation - L. Baruzzi
Lisa Baruzzi, Language Arts Tutor at Mabelle B. Avery Middle School, has submitted her letter of 
resignation.

5. Request for Leave of Absence - D. Sudarsky
Dana Sudarsky has requested a leave of absence for the 2015-2016 school year due to family 
medical reasons.

8. NEW BUSINESS
1. 2014-2015 Budget Transfers

Per BOE policy, enclosed please find the proposed 2014-2015 Operating Budget Transfers as 
presented.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Back to School Update
The superintendent will update the board on facilities, staff and programs for the start of the 2015-
2016 school year.

2. Activity Account Report
Bill Boutwell, Director of Business Services, will provide the board with an activities account 
report and be available to answer any of their questions.

3. Building Goals Presentation
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There will be a PowerPoint report on building goals.  Building administrators will be available to 
answer any questions board members may have.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – JUNE 22, 2015

Members Present: R. Lees, Jr., S. Moynihan Bollinger (arrived at 7:07 p.m.), J. Formeister, 
A. Kirkpatrick, M. Marquardt, K. McLellan (left at 7:53 p.m.), 
M. Rockett, D. Palmer

Members Absent: B. Devlin 

Administrators Present: Dr. M. Suffredini, B. Boutwell, Dr. D. Messina G. Cotzin, D. Carroll, J. 
Oliver, R. Kapner, C. Krevolin

Staff Present:
Citizens Present: B. Capuano, J. Anderson, C.G. Knorr
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice 
Chairman Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting 
room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
June 8, 2015 – It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the 
June 8, 2015 Board of Education meeting minutes.  PASSED 7-0.  

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA

7.1.  Approval of Bills
       It was MOVED (M. Rockett), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the 6/22/15 bills
       in the amount of $625,437.97 as presented.  PASSED 7-0.

7.2.  Approval of Summer Bills
       It was MOVED (M. Rockett), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the
       payment of the summer bills.  PASSED 7-0.

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
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9.0 OLD BUSINESS

Second Warning/Adoption of Textbooks.
It was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (A. Kirkpatrick) to approve the adoption of 
the high school Math textbooks and English novels as presented.  PASSED 7-0.

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

10.1.  Building Goal Results
          The building administrators presented the results on their respective building 
          goals for the past year. The administrators were available to answer questions from
          the board. Because of the work involved in ending the school year, A.Kirkpatrick 
          recommended moving the report to a later meeting.

10.2.  Pupil Services Highlight: Primary Mental Health Provider: Primary Learning and 
          Positive Play
          Dr. Messina gave an update on Primary Health Provider: Primary Learning and 
          Positive Play that has been in use at SES. Dr. Messina also provided feedback that
          was received from parents and staff.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

11.1.  Budget – Budget is going well.  

11.2.  Curriculum –  J. Formeister reported that a meeting was held tonight. Six (6) content 
areas will be warned at the July meeting.

11.3.  Policy – A. Kirkpatrick reported that they are waiting for the next CABE packet to
          arrive before setting a meeting date.

11.4.  Salary & Negotiations – No report.

11.5.  Planning – Possible need for a special meeting. 

11.6.  Other Committees – None. 

12.0 OTHER

13.0  ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (M. Rockett), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to adjourn the BOE meeting at 
8:18p.m.  PASSED 6-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Shannin Burns, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING – July 27, 2015

Members Present: B. Devlin, R. Lees, Jr., S. Moynihan Bollinger, A. Kirkpatrick,              
K. McLellan, M. Rockett (via Skype), D. Palmer

Members Absent: M. Marquardt, J. Formeister

Administrators Present: B. Boutwell, R.Wilson
Staff Present:
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The special meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 8:05 a.m. by 
Chairman Devlin in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
June 22, 2015 – It was MOVED (S. Moynihan Bollinger), SECONDED (A. Kirkpatrick) to 
postpone approval of the June 22, 2015 Board of Education meeting minutes to the August 
Meeting.  PASSED 7-0:  

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA

7.1.  Approval of Bills
       It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (S. Moynihan Bollinger) to approve the 
       7/15/15 bills in the amount of $404,187.22 and the 7/21/15 bills in the amount of 

         $16,374.66 as presented.  PASSED 7-0.

7.2.  Somers Elementary School Partial Roof Replacement, OSF State Project No. 129-0036
       It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (S. Moynihan Bollinger) to approve the 
       First payment of the Somers Elementary School Partial Roof Replacement Project in 
       the amount of $336,138.50  PASSED 7-0.

7.3  Somers High School Partial Roof Replacement, OSF State Project No. 129-0037
       It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (S. Moynihan Bollinger) to approve the 
       First payment of the Somers High School Partial Roof Replacement Project in 
       the amount of $361,028.50  PASSED 7-0.
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8.0 NEW BUSINESS

9.0 OLD BUSINESS

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

11.1.  Budget –   

11.2.  Curriculum  – 

11.3.  Policy – A. Kirkpatrick reported that they are waiting for the next CABE packet to
          arrive .

11.4.  Salary & Negotiations – .

11.5.  Planning –  

11.6.  Other Committees –  

12.0 OTHER

13.0  ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (S. Moynihan Bollinger), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to adjourn the BOE 
meeting at 8:13a.m.  PASSED 7-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Shannin Burns, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.

































































































Somers Public Schools
Building and 

Departmental Goals
2015-2016



Somers Elementary School



Literacy
O  The percentage of students on or above grade level in reading will 

maintain or increase while students below grade level will increase 
by more than one year’s growth. 
O By May 1, 2016, students in grades K – 5 will reach or exceed 

the Fountas and Pinnell end-of-year grade level reading 
expectation. 

O By May 1, 2016, students in K – 2 will reach or exceed the 
DIBELS end-of-year grade level reading benchmark.

O By May 1, 2016, students in grades 3 – 5 will meet or exceed 
the end of year grade level expectation on the DAZE fluency 
test.



Math
O The percentage of students on or above grade level in math will 

maintain or increase while students below grade level will increase 
by more than one year’s growth.
O By May 1, 2016, Kindergarten and Grade 1 students will reach 

or exceed the Test Of Early Numeracy end-of-year level 
benchmark.

O By May 1, 2016, Grade 2-5 students will reach or exceed the 
end of year M-Comp benchmark. 



Reading Intervention
O The percentage of students in reading intervention will 

maintain or increase while students below grade level will 
increase by more than one year’s growth.

O By May 1, 2016, Grade K - 5 students will reach or exceed the 
Fountas and Pinnell  end-of-year level benchmark.

O By May 1, 2016, Grade K - 5 students will reach or exceed the 
DIBELS end of year benchmark. 



Mabelle Avery Middle 
School



Reading
Students will improve their Common Core Literacy Skills in Reading, Writing, 
Listening, Research and Inquiry.  85% of MBA students will meet, or exceed 
Literacy Standards as measured by the Smarter Balanced Assessment during 
May of 2016. 

OThe May 2015 Administration of the Smarter Balanced Assessment will be 
utilized to establish baseline proficiency levels for all MBA students.
OMBA will utilize Interim Smarter Balanced Assessments to monitor student’s 
progress and to determine if interventions are appropriate.
OStudents not performing to standard will be identified and targeted for 
remediation
OAs a school we will continue to assure that the language arts curriculum being 
taught is in alignment with the Connecticut Common Core Standards



Mathematics
Focus Area:  Revise and Implement an Advisory Program to address the developmental 
needs of adolescents that fosters adult mentoring and academic monitoring.
O Smarter Balanced Mathematics Standards in grades 6th through 8th include:  
Concepts and Procedures, Problem Solving and Modeling & Data Analysis, 
Communicating and Reasoning. 
OThe May 2015 Administration of the Smarter Balanced Assessment will be 
utilized to establish baseline proficiency levels in mathematics for all MBA 
students.
OMBA will utilize Interim Smarter Balanced Assessments to monitor student’s 
progress and to determine if interventions are appropriate.
OStudents not performing to standard will be identified and targeted for 
remediation.
OAs a school, we will continue to assure that the mathematics curriculum being 
taught is in alignment with the Connecticut Common Core Standards



Academic Advisory
Focus Area:  Revise and Implement an Advisory Program to address 
the developmental needs of adolescents that fosters adult mentoring 
and academic monitoring.
O Revise an Advisory Curriculum specific to each grade at MBA
O MBA students will meet with their advisor by homeroom each day; 

this will give students and advisors continuity and allow for class 
sizes of about 15 students (certified staff will be assigned 
homerooms).

O This We Believe:  Successful Schools for Young Adolescents, the 
position paper of the National Middle School Association has 
guided our thinking.



Somers High School



Literacy
O By May 15, 2016 students will improve their literacy skills across grade 

levels and content specific areas by an average of 50%. A post assessment 
will be given and compared to a pre assessment in order to determine 
overall growth.

O (PSAT/SAT benchmarks will be used in most cases. Some departments will 
use internally constructed assessments)
O English students will improve by 50% overall on literacy benchmarks by 

May 15, 2016.
O Social Studies students will improve by 50% overall on literacy 

benchmarks by May 15, 2016.
O World Language students will improve by 50% overall on literacy 

benchmarks by May 15, 2016.
O Business students will improve by 50% overall on literacy benchmarks 

by May 15, 2016.
O Art students will improve by 50% overall on literacy benchmarks by May 

15, 2016.
O Food Service students will improve by 50% overall on literacy 

benchmarks by May 15th, 2016. 



Math
O By May 15, 2016 students will improve their math skills across 

grade levels and content areas by an average of 50%. A post 
assessment will be given and compared to a pre assessment in 
order to determine overall growth. 

O (PSAT/SAT benchmarks will be used in most cases. Some 
departments will use internally constructed assessments)
O Math students will improve by 50% overall on Math 

department benchmarks by May 15, 2016. 
O Science students will improve by 50% overall on Math 

benchmarks by May 15, 2016. 
O Tech Education students will improve by 50% overall on Math 

benchmarks by May 15, 2016.



Graduation
O Students will complete a sufficient number of credits each year to 

graduate within a four year time period.  
O 95% of Freshmen will earn 5 credits by June 10, 2016. 
O 95% of Sophomores will earn 10 credits by June 10, 2016. 
O 98% of Juniors will earn 15 credits by June 10, 2016.  
O 100% of Seniors will earn 22 credits by June 10, 2016.



Technology



Goals

² Monitor, guide and adjust as needed the iPad distribution 
program which has introduced a 1:1 iPad program throughout 
the district

² Ensure all technology is reliable and meets the needs of the 
modern day educational environment



Rationale

O Somers Public Schools is dedicated to 
continually using technology to improve 
each students’ experience. The district 
recognizes that 1:1 device to student 
programs are going to be necessary as we 
prepare students for a future where 
technology will be involved in every aspect 
of their lives.



Indicators of Success

O  Positive response from teachers, students, 
and parents

O  Positive contribution to the learning process
O  Increased collaboration between teachers
O  Increased level of comfort with technology 

for teachers and students



Pupil Services



Student Growth
Students in grades 1 – 12  on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 2015 -
2016, will demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average of at least 
one year's growth in academic achievement annually as measured by the 
Wechsler Individual Achievement Test (Subtests in reading accuracy, reading 
fluency, reading comprehension). 
OSLO 1 IAGD 1
90% of SES students (1st thru 5th grade) on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 2015-
2016, will demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average of at least one year's 
growth in academic achievement annually as measured by the Wechsler Individual 
Achievement Test (reading).
OSLO 1  IAGD 2 
90% of MBA students on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will 
demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average of at least one year's growth in 
academic achievement annually as measured by the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test 
(reading).
OSLO 1 IAGD 3
90% of SHS students on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will 
demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average of at least one year's growth in 
academic achievement annually as measured by the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test 
(reading).



Student Growth
Students in grades 1 – 12 on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 
2015 -2016, will demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average 
of at least one year's growth in academic achievement annually as 
measured by the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test in Math 

O SLO 2 IAGD 1
90% of SES students (1st thru 5th grade) on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 
2015-2016, will demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average of at least 
one year's growth in academic achievement annually as measured by the Wechsler 
Individual Achievement Test (Math subtests in numerical operations and math 
reasoning).

O SLO 2 IAGD 2 
90% of MBA students on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will 
demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average of at least one year's growth 
in academic achievement annually as measured by the Wechsler Individual Achievement 
Test (Math subtests in numerical operations and math reasoning).

O SLO 2 IAGD 3
90% of SHS students on IEPs, due for their triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will 
demonstrate that they have made/maintained an average of at least one year's growth 
in academic achievement annually as measured by the Wechsler Individual Achievement 
Test (Math subtests in numerical operations and math reasoning).



Speech and Language
Students in grades 1 – 12 on IEPs, for a speech and / or language delay and 
are due for their triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will demonstrate that they 
have made/maintained an average of at least one year's growth in speech and 
language development annually as measured by the Clinical Evaluation of 
Language Fundamentals (CELF) or other standardized speech and language 
evaluation. 
OSLO 3 IAGD 1
90% of SES students on IEPs, for a speech and / or language delay, and are due for their 
triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will demonstrate that they have made/maintained an 
average of at least one year's growth in speech and language development annually as 
measured by the Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals (CELF) or other standardized 
speech and language evaluation. 
(continued on next slide)



Speech and Language
O SLO 3  IAGD 2 

90% of MBA students on IEPs, for a speech and / or language delay, and are due for 
their triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will demonstrate that they have 
made/maintained an average of at least one year's growth in academic achievement 
annually as measured by the in speech and language development annually as 
measured by the Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals (CELF) or other 
standardized speech and language evaluation.

O SLO 3 IAGD 3
90% of SHS students on IEPs, for a speech and / or language delay, and are due for their 
triennial reevaluation in 2015-2016, will demonstrate that they have made/maintained 
an average of at least one year's growth in academic achievement annually as measured 
by in speech and language development annually as measured by the Clinical Evaluation 
of Language Fundamentals (CELF) or other standardized speech and language 
evaluation.
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