
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, April 13, 2015 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. Curriculum Presentations - Tech Ed and Library/Media
Katleen Pezza, Director of Curriculum, will do presentations on Tech Ed and Library/Media.  She 
will be available to answer any questions board members may have.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. SHS Field Trip -NYC Art Museums
Mary Curran, Art Teacher at Somers High School, is requesting permission to take 9 students 
to New York City Art Museums for an overnight field trip.  Details of the trip are attached.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
11. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – MARCH 23, 2015

Members Present: B. Devlin, D. Palmer, R. Lees, Jr., S. Moynihan Bollinger (arrived at 
7:13 p.m.), J. Formeister, A. Kirkpatrick, M. Marquardt, K. McLellan, 
M. Rockett

Members Absent:
Administrators Present: Dr. M. Suffredini, B. Boutwell, K. Pezza, Dr. D. Messina, R. Wilson, R. 

Kapner, D. Senecal
Staff Present: K. Constant, M. McDonnell, L. Reilly
Citizens Present: K. Richard, J. Shewokis, S. Wyllie, T. Wyllie, A. Allen, J. Symington, M. 

Splain, G. Lund
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 BUDGET HEARING PUBLIC BUDGET PRESENTATION -- 6:30 P.M. -- SES 
AUDITORIUM (REGULAR BOE MEETING TO FOLLOW -- 7:00 P.M. -- SES 
AUDITORIUM)

2.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:11 p.m. by 
Chairman Devlin in the Somers Elementary School Auditorium.

3.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION – DISTRICT SECURITY MEASURES AND PLANS
Rationale:  An Executive Session will be called to review and discuss the district’s security 
measures and plans.
It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to enter into Executive Session to 
review and discuss the district’s security measures and plans and to invite Dr. Suffredini, 
Superintendent of Schools, as well as Lt. Jose Claudio, Somers Police, at 7:15 p.m.  PASSED 
7-2, OPPOSED 2 (A. Kirkpatrick, J. Formeister).

The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:18 p.m.   

4.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

5.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
March 9, 2015 – It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (J. Formeister) to approve the 
March 9, 2015 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented.  PASSED 9-0.

 
6.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

6.1.  School Wellness Committee Report
        Carol Meagher, Head Nurse, updated the Board on the status of the School Wellness    

         Committee.  The committee is continuing to monitor the allergy policy.  The policy also
        covers other issues such as celiac disease, diabetes, and other allergies that are not life
        threatening.  The committee is striving to seamlessly incorporate the students with
        allergies in all aspects of school.  The staff is aware of the policy and aware of what
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        food is and is not allowed into the schools.  The committee continues to comply with the    
        United States Department of Agriculture guidelines regarding school lunches.  Ms.
        Meagher reported that the committee is in the very early stages of exploring breakfast
        options due to many children not eating breakfast for various reasons.  

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE
 Board members received an email that will be addressed in a future 

meeting.
 Chairman Devlin received an email from Asnuntuck.
 D. Palmer received a letter and presented it to Chairman Devlin.

8.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick), SECONDED (R. Lees) to add agenda item 10.5 – New 
Email Addresses For Board Members.  PASSED 9-0.

9.0 CONSENT AGENDA

9.1.  Approval of Bills
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Rockett) to approve the 3/23/15 bills in
        the amount of $315,805.40 as presented.  PASSED 9-0.

10.0 NEW BUSINESS
10.1.  Interim Substitute Principal – SES
          Dr. Suffredini reported that Mr. Peter Micari has been hired as the Interim
          Substitute Principal at Somers Elementary School during Principal Oliver’s absence. 
          He reported that Mr. Micari is familiar with the school system.

It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to consolidate agenda items 10.2, 10.3, 
and 10.4 (Resignations) to one vote.  PASSED 9-0.

10.2.  Resignation Letter – L. Nelson
          It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to accept the resignation of
          Loretta Nelson, Math/Science Teacher at Mabelle B. Avery Middle School, at the end
          of the 2014-2015 school year.  PASSED 9-0. 

10.3.  Resignation Letter – M. Nadeau
          It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to accept the resignation of
          Melissa Nadeau, English Intervention Teacher at Somers High School, at the end of
          the 2014-2015 school year.  PASSED 9-0.

10.4.  Letter of Resignation – K. Walker
          It was MOVED (K. McLellan), SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to accept the resignation of
          Kaitlyn Walker, Grade 2 Teacher at Somers Elementary School, effective at the end  
          of the 2014-2015 school year.  PASSED 9-0.

10.5.  New Email Addresses For Board Members
          A. Kirkpatrick ascertained that all Board members were using their new BOE school
          Gmail accounts.

11.0 OLD BUSINESS
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12.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

13.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

13.1.  Budget – Dr. Suffredini reported that he gave Mr. Marinaccio from the Town Hall a
          couple of potential Monday dates for the Board to present to the BOF (3/30/15 or
          4/6/15).  The Town Hall will need to have everything ready for the BOF Public
          Hearing on 4/20/15.  He will notify the Board when a date is set. 

13.2.  Curriculum – No report. 

13.3.  Policy – A. Kirkpatrick reported that the next meeting will be held on 4/13/15 at 6
          p.m. 

13.4.  Salary & Negotiations – No report. 

13.5.  Planning – D. Palmer reported that a meeting will be set up to monitor the roofing 
          activity progress.  Dr. Suffredini reported that the roof project forms were going to be
          signed in Hartford on 3/24/15.

13.6.  Other Committees – None. 

14.0 OTHER 

15.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to adjourn the BOE meeting at 
8:43 p.m.  PASSED 9-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Shannin Burns, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



Library and Media Skills
Information Literacy and Technology



Library and Media Skills at SES
• Students in K-2 visit the Media Center on a regular 

basis to select “just right” reading books, which 
supplement those available in the classroom.

• In grade 3, students begin a formal Library-Media 
program.  They learn how to use the on-line catalog 
to search for books and locate them in the Media 
Center.

• In grades 4 and 5, students are introduced to the 
Dewey Decimal system, learn how use a table of 
contents, glossary and index and learn how 
to use print based reference materials.

• The elementary library media specialists
also provide instruction in computer 
skills, with a special emphasis on 
integrating iPads into the classroom.



Library and Media Skills at SES
• At the end of fifth grade each year, students take a  

Technology Literacy Assessment that tests their 
understanding of:  
– Word processing,
– Spreadsheets,
– Databases,
– Telecommunications & Internet, 
– Multimedia & presentations,
– Systems & fundamentals, and 
– Social & ethical use.

• Eighty-two percent of last year’s fifth graders
   met or exceeded the elementary school
   benchmark and Somers students
   consistently outperform their peers nationwide. 



Library and Media Skills at MBA
• Students at the middle school learn a variety of 

Library Media skills, including:
– Basic citations,
– Determining the reliability of websites,
– Accessing on-line databases,
– Finding primary source materials, and
– Using public access catalogs for both school and 

community libraries.
• They work with programs like PowerPoint 

as well as iPad apps to create projects and 
     share work.
• The Library Media Specialist also assists

students and teachers with the 
integration of iPads and mobile 
computing devices into the classroom.



Library and Media Skills at MBA
• WMBA

– Approximately 50 students each year participate 
in the daily morning broadcast, learning skills like 
producing, directing, screenwriting, and video 
production.

– Experienced students mentor new students 
through the learning process.

• eBooks
– MBA is currently increasing its catalog of audio 

and ebooks.  This effort is currently being    
    done through grants.

• Ronald McDonald Local Hero Award
– The Media Center was awarded a   $1000 
    grant to purchase a wireless printer
    that can be used with the iPads.



Library and Media Skills at SHS
• The Library Media Specialist at the High School 

works extensively with the English, Social Studies 
and World Language departments to teach research 
and citation skills.

• Students learn about appropriate use and academic 
integrity through lessons on MLA, turnitin.com, and 
EasyBib - School Edition.

• Students learn to use on-line reference catalogs such 
as ICONN, Gale, Grolier On-line and Issues and 
Controversies as well as basic database 

     research skills in 11th and 12th grade.
• All library media skills are taught as

integrated units with a content area  
teacher.



• The Library Media Specialist at SHS has been 
working to:
– Support teachers in the roll out of the iPad 

program in grades 9-12 this year,
– Provide resources that compliment the Advisory 

Program and teach non-academic/interpersonal 
skills,

– Supplement the school’s Safe School Climate 
Plan, by working with the Health teachers and 
their students on the issues of bullying 

    and harassment.

Library and Media Skills at SHS



Technology Education



Technology Education at MBA

• Students in sixth grade learn about 
design, measurement and 
transportation through units on 
flight, mousetraps cars and bridges.

• 7th graders learn about 
basic programing, design

    and hydraulics during a 
    trimester long 
    exploration of robotics  

using NXT LEGO kits. 



Technology Education at MBA

• Students in eighth grade 
continue their exploration of 
design and CADD by producing a 
piece of furniture using the 
woodworking tools in the lab.



Technology Education at MBA

• MBA has a robotics club that meets 
after school.

• This year, their teams finished 5th 
and 6th overall at their last 
competition.  They were 
competing against 14 teams 
from around the state. 



CURRENT 
TECHNOLOGY AND 
ENGINEERING 
EDUCATION PROJECTS

Mr. Roy Slater
Mr. Mike Niziolek
Mr. Nick Kosloski



Technology Education at SHS

The technology courses available at SHS:

• World of Technology
• Engineering Graphics 1 and 2
• Architectural Design
• Graphic Design 1, 2 and 3
• Manufacturing 1, 2 and 3
• Scientific Principles of Technology
• Research and Development
• Welding
• Digital and Film Photography
• Robotics
• Technology Seminar



Robotics

In the robotics program, students learn to 
build VEX robots and program them using 
Basic C language.

Each year, the students in the Robotic 
class build robots to compete in regional 
VEX competitions.



Engineering Graphics

Students use the CNC machines to 
bring the theoretical world of 
CADD into the practical world of 
creating physical parts using the 
equipment and computers in the 
technology labs. 

The TIDE department is currently 
in the process of securing grant 
funds through AT&T to acquire a 
CNC Plasma cutter for next year.



Graphic Design
In Graphic Design, students explore multi-
media design utilizing Adobe Flash CS5 and 
Dreamweaver.  Students create interactive 
documents that combine
images, audio, video, and 
animation. 

With the recent arrival of 
Video Production equipment, 
next year’s Graphics 2 & 3 
classes will start developing 
instructional and promotional 
items which can be shared 
through the District’s video streaming server.



Research and 
Development
The Research and Development class 
continues its mission to successfully 
compete in the CT Electrathon America 
Challenge on May 8th. The vehicle has 
reached operational status and students 
are in the testing and training stages for 
that event. 

3D printing has greatly enhanced our 
engineering activities. This year the R&D 
class used this technology to model some 
components, as well as produce an 
operational steering wheel for the vehicle



New Projects
Our re-introduction of Scientific Principles of 
Technology (Applied Physics) has been 
successful, receiving positive feedback from 
participating students. This class is closely 
aligned to our Research and Development 
class, with the foundational concepts of the 
Electrathon America Challenge woven into 
the SPT labs. 

Mr. Niziolek has taken over the 
management of CCP program and there are 
currently 40 students participating.

Mr. Kosloski is now teaching CAM at 
Goodwin College.
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