
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, March 23, 2015 6:30 PM 

Budget Hearing - SES Auditorium BOE Meeting - SES Media Center, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. BUDGET HEARING PUBLIC BUDGET PRESENTATION-6:30 P.M.-SES AUDITORIUM 

(REGULAR BOE MEETING TO FOLLOW @ 7:00 P.M. IN SES MEDIA CENTER)
2. CALL TO ORDER
3. EXECUTIVE SESSION - DISTRICT SECURITY MEASURES AND PLANS

An Executive Session will be called to review and discuss the district's security measures and plans.
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
6. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. School Wellness Committee Report
Carol Meagher, Head Nurse, will update the board on the status of the School Wellness 
Committee.  She will be available to answer any questions board members may have.

7. CORRESPONDENCE
8. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
9. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
10. NEW BUSINESS

1. Interim Substitute Principal - SES
Mr. Peter Micari has been hired as the Interim Substitute Principal at Somers Elementary School 
during Principal Oliver's absence.

2. Resignation Letter - L. Nelson
Loretta Nelson, Math/Science Teacher at Mabelle B. Avery Middle School, has given her letter of 
resignation at the end of the 2014-2015 school year.

3. Resignation Letter - M. Nadeau
Melissa Nadeau, English Intervention Teacher, at Somers High School has submitted her letter of 
resignation at the end of the 2014-2015 school year.

4. Letter of Resignation - K. Walker
Kaitlyn Walker, Grade 2 Teacher at Somers Elementary School, has submitted her letter of 
resignation effective at the end of the 2014-2015 school year.

11. OLD BUSINESS
12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
13. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

14. OTHER
15. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – MARCH 9, 2015

Members Present: B. Devlin, D. Palmer, R. Lees, Jr., S. Moynihan Bollinger (left at 8:12 
p.m.), J. Formeister, A. Kirkpatrick, M. Marquardt, K. McLellan, M. 
Rockett

Members Absent:
Administrators Present: Dr. M. Suffredini, B. Boutwell, K. Pezza, Dr. D. Messina, G. Cotzin, D. 

Carroll
Staff Present:
Citizens Present: B. Capuano
Students Present: E. Rossini, J. Hailer
Others: S. Ouellette, M. McKeon (Legal Counsel)

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by 
Chairman Devlin in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION – Legal Matter
Rationale:  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION
The possible resolution of a pending, 2011 Federal lawsuit involving a former student and
her parents.  The Board may take action upon its return to public session.
It was MOVED (M. Marquardt), SECONDED (R. Lees) to suspend Executive Session until
later in the agenda.  PASSED 9-0. 

4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
February 23, 2015 – It was MOVED (S. Bollinger), SECONDED (M. Rockett) to approve 
the February 23, 2015 Board of Education meeting minutes as presented.  PASSED 9-0.

 
5.0       AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

6.0 CORRESPONDENCE
 D. Palmer reported that he received CABE information.
 S. Bollinger directed a call to Chairman Devlin.

7.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

8.0 CONSENT AGENDA

8.1.  Approval of Bills
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to approve the 3/9/15 bills
        in the amount of $417,635.94 as presented.  PASSED 9-0.
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9.0 NEW BUSINESS
9.1.  Open Choice Enrollment
        It was MOVED (S. Bollinger), SECONDED (A. Kirkpatrick) to maintain the current
        allotment of 25 seats for Choice students for next year as presented by Dr. Suffredini. 
        There are presently 23 Choice students enrolled in the district.  PASSED 9-0.

It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve agenda items 9.2, 9.3, 9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 
9.7, 9.8 and table 9.9 in one motion.  PASSED 9-0.

9.2.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 9325 – Meeting Conduct
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve DBS Code 9325 –
        Meeting Conduct as presented.  PASSED 9-0.

9.3.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 1331.1 – Smoke-Free Environment
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve DBS Code 1331.1 –
        Smoke-Free Environment as presented.  PASSED 9-0. 

9.4.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 4152.6/4252.6 – Personal Leaves
It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve DBS Code    
4152.6/4252.6 as presented.  PASSED 9-0.

9.5.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5113 – Attendance and Excuses
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve DBS Code 5113 –
        Attendance and Excuses as presented.  PASSED 9-0. 

9.6.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5131.6 – Drugs/Alcohol/Tobacco
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve DBS Code 5131.6 –
        Drugs/Alcohol/Tobacco as presented.  PASSED 9-0.

9.7.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5141.3 – Health Examination and     
        Immunizations
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve DBS Code 5141.3 –
        Health Examination and Immunizations as presented.  PASSED 9-0.

9.8.  Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5141.4 – Reporting Child Abuse
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve DBS Code 5141.4 –
        Reporting Child Abuse as presented.  PASSED 9-0. 

9.9.  Second Warning/Approval of DBS Code 6146.2 – Statewide Proficiency/Mastery
        Examinations
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (R. Lees) to table DBS Code 6146.2 –
        Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examination.  PASSED 9-0.

3.0.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Legal Matter
        Rationale:  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION
        The possible resolution of a pending 2011 Federal lawsuit involving a former student and her
        parents.  The Board may take action upon its return to public session.
        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to enter into Executive Session to
        discuss the possible resolution of a pending 2011 Federal lawsuit involving a former student
        and her parents and to invite Dr. Suffredini, Superintendent of Schools, as well as the

Board’s legal counsel, Attorney Michael McKeon and Attorney Scott Ouellette at 7:08 p.m.  
PASSED 9-0.
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        The Board came out of Executive Session at 7:42 p.m.

        It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to authorize the Board’s
        insurance carrier to resolve the pending 2011 Federal lawsuit involving a former student
        and her parents on the terms discussed in Executive Session and further authorize the
        Chair and the Board’s counsel to take the appropriate steps to finalize and effectuate such
        resolution on behalf of the Board.  PASSED 9-0.

9.10.  Resignation Letter – Ann Levesque
          It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to accept the resignation
          of Ann Levesque, SHS French Teacher, at the end of the 2014-2015 school    
          year.  PASSED 9-0.

9.11.  Letter of Resignation – B. Hull
          It was MOVED (D. Palmer), SECONDED (M. Marquardt) to accept the resignation
          of Brian Hull, Technology Education Teacher at MBA, at the end of the 2014-2015
          school year.  PASSED 9-0.

9.12.  Somers High School Roof Project and Somers Elementary School Roof Project
 It was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to approve the

                       construction documents and cost estimates for the Somers High School Roof   
             Project.  PASSED 9-0.

 It was MOVED (J. Formeister), SECONDED (K. McLellan) to approve the 
construction documents and cost estimates for the Somers Elementary School 
Roof Project.  PASSED 9-0.

          Dean Petrucelli, AIA, Principal from Silver/Petrucelli & Associates, outlined roof
          projects for both Somers High School and Somers Elementary School.  Mr. Petrucelli
          discussed the process by which the roofs are to be partially replaced and stated that
          they had not had time to finalize all data because of the inclement weather and snow
          on the roof.  He presented the updated cost figures.  Mr. Petrucelli reported that the
          firm is responsible for producing all of the drawings, specifications, estimates, and
          details.  The firm will then complete the forms required by the State to review and
          approve.  Once State approval and signatures are obtained, a letter will be given to
          the Board to go out to bid.  The Board is required to take the lowest responsible bid.

10.0 OLD BUSINESS
 

11.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

11.1.  Annual Scheduling – Class Size
          Mr. G. Cotzin, SHS Principal, and Mr. D. Carroll, SHS Assistant Principal, explained
          the scheduling process and the information course tally for the 2015-2016 school year. 
          Mr. Cotzin reported that they are in the process of building a master schedule and
          examining exact courses to be offered.  They have not been confronted with any issues
          thus far.  New courses have been added and certain classes may be combined due to
          class size and/or number of staff available.

             11.2.  Dr. Suffredini reported on important meeting dates.  There has not been a date set yet
          for the Board presentation to the BOF.  Dr. Suffredini will send a list of dates out to
          the Board members.
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 The Board budget presentation will be held on Monday, 3/23/15 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Somers Elementary School auditorium followed by the regular Board 
meeting in the SES Media Center at 7 p.m.

 The Board of Selectmen and BOF Public Hearing will be held on Monday, 
4/20/2015.

 The town meeting will be held on Tuesday, 5/5/2015.
 The referendum vote will be held on Tuesday, 5/19/2015.

11.3.  A. Kirpatrick had requested a hiring update for the next Board meeting.  Dr. 
Suffredini reported that they had not hired anyone since January but had posted 
positions internally for candidates who wanted to voluntarily transfer.  He is in the 
process of setting up the application process to have people apply.  He is anticipating 
interviewing potential employees within the next couple of weeks to the end of the 
school year.

12.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

12.1.  Budget – As stated under agenda item 11.2.

12.2.  Curriculum – No report. 

12.3.  Policy – A. Kirkpatrick reported that the next meeting will be held on Monday,
          4/13/15 at 6 p.m. 

12.4.  Salary & Negotiations – Chairman Devlin reported that information was shared from
          Mr. Roy Caso to the SESA.

12.5.  Planning – D. Palmer reported they will schedule a meeting soon. 

12.6.  Other Committees – None. 

13.0 OTHER 

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (M. Marquardt), SECONDED (M. Rockett) to adjourn the BOE meeting at 
8:20 p.m.  PASSED 8-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Shannin Burns, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.
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