
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, November 25, 2013 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. Ann Logan, Somers Town Clerk, will swear in new members of the Board of Education before the 

November 25, 2013 Board of Education Meeting.
2. CALL TO ORDER
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Dr. Suffredini will open the floor for nominations for Chairman, Vice Chairman, and remaining open 
positions on the Board of Education.

5. Recognition of Service: Barbara Capuano Marc Cicciarella Robert Schmidt
In appreciation for their dedication and service as members of the Somers Board of Education.

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
7. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. Guidance Annual Report/Alternative Education Report
A brief annual report will be given regarding the Guidance Department and Alternative Education 
Program at Somers High School.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
9. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
10. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
11. NEW BUSINESS

1. Approval of Electives/Curriculum Course Changes
The approval of electives and curriculum changes will be presented by Ms. Pezza.  She will be 
available to answer any questions Board members may have.

2. SHS Field Trip Request to Washington, D.C.
Approval for annual trip to Washington, D.C. (May 23-25, 2014) to tour and expierence history 
through the sites and museums.  This trip is in conjunction with the AP History Curriculum and is 
requested by SHS Social Studies Teacher, Philip Goduti. 

3. Donation from Somers Athletic Booster Club
A check for $1,800 was donated to Somers Public Schools to help with the purchase of a much 
needed storage shed at the Somers High School baseball field.

4. Resignation of BOE Recording Secretary
Beth Ann Morhardt, BOE Recording Secretary, has given notification of her resignation effective 
after the December 2, 2013 Board of Education meeting.

12. OLD BUSINESS
13. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Transportation Update
Mr. Boutwell, Director of Business Services will give the board an update on the district's 
transportation and will answer any questions board members may have.

2. Long Range Plan
14. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees
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15. OTHER
16. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Discussion of pending federal civil rights lawsuit involving both former 

student and the parents of such former student. Upon return to open session, the Board may take action 
related to this case 

17. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – November 12, 2013

Members Present: B. Schmidt, B. Devlin, D. Palmer, R. Lees, J. Formeister, B. Capuano, 
A. Kirkpatrick, S. Bollinger (arrived 7:05 p.m.)

Members Absent: M. Ciccarella
Administrators Present: M. Suffredini, K. Pezza, B. Boutwell, D. Messina
Staff Present: None
Citizens Present: None
Students Present: None
Others: None

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by D. Palmer in 
the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Schmidt) to approve the October 28, 2013 Board of 
Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 8-0 

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
K. Pezza, Director of Curriculum, presented information regarding Music, Art and Business 
programs within the District.  Art and Music are provided for every student at SES, with fourth 
and fifth graders having opportunities to participate in chorus as well as instrumental band.  Art 
continues to be offered to all students at MBA, while music becomes an elective with students 
able to choose from chorus, band or both.  SHS students can elect music courses in vocal or 
instrumental instruction, or both.  Students interested in Art at SHS can select from a number of 
diverse courses.  SHS students interested in business can choose from a variety of courses, 
including courses that can earn them college credits while still enrolled at SHS.

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE
B. Devlin spoke about an email received from faculty member Kevin Nevins who inquired about 
the possibility of the Somers District utilizing the day after Halloween for Professional 
Development.  The Board of Education will discuss further at a future meeting while developing 
the 2014-2015 school calendar.

D. Palmer spoke about the upcoming swearing in of all Board of Education members.  Prior to 
the start of the next scheduled Board of Education meeting on November 25, 2013 newly elected 
members will be sworn in by Town Clerk, Ann Logan.  Following the swearing in of Somers’ 
new Board members, the Board will recognize those members leaving the Board of Education by 
awarding plaques in appreciation for their service to the Somers Public Schools District.  
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6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
It was MOVED (J. Formeister) SECONDED (B. Devlin) to add Item 8.3 First Warning of 
Curriculum Committee Recommendations for SHS: Renaming Two Courses, Extension of Two 
Courses and Addition of Three Language Arts Texts to the Agenda.  PASSED 8-0

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Lees) to accept the Consent Agenda.  PASSED 8-0

7.1 Bills
      It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve the bills as presented.   
      PASSED 8-0

          

7.2 Retirement Notification (D. Brown)
      Debra Brown, MBA Language Arts Teacher, has submitted her notification of  

                   retirement effective at the end of the 2013-2014 school year.

      It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Lees) to regretfully accept the retirement of    
      D. Brown effective at the end of the 2013-2014 school year, as presented.

7.3 Resignation Notification (S. French)
      Ms. Sherri French, MBA Special Education Paraprofessional, will be resigning on
      December 20, 2013 and has submitted her letter of resignation.  Ms. French served Somers 

 Public Schools since 2004.

        It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Lees) to accept the resignation of    
      S. French effective December 20, 2013, as presented.

7.4 Retirement Notification (M. Carra)
      Ms. Maryann Carra, SES Special Education Paraprofessional, has submitted her retirement      
      notification effective December 31, 2013.  Ms. Carra has served Somers Public Schools since    
      1995.

       It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Lees) to regretfully accept the retirement of    
      M. Carra effective December 31, 2013, as presented.

8.0 NEW BUSINESS
8.1 SHS Graduation Date
      The Board discussed the pros and cons of setting the SHS Graduation date earlier in the year   
       to assist in facilitating Safe Graduation festivities.  Board conducted discussion only, no 
       action taken.  D. Palmer will follow up with the SHS PTSA and report back to the Board.

8.2 Proposed Revision to the Educator Evaluation Plan
      It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve the revision.  PASSED 8-0
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8.3 First Warning of Curriculum Committee Recommendations for SHS: Renaming Two      
      Courses, Extension of Two Courses and Addition of Three Language Arts Texts
      Computer Applications 1 will be renamed Personal Finance.  Computer Applications 2 will  
      be renamed Integrated Finance.  No action taken.

      Half-year Statistics course will be extended to a full year course and renamed Probability and  
      Statistics.  No action taken.

      Three nonfiction, autobiographic texts will be added to SHS Language Arts courses.  The 
      books are: I Am Malala, Knots in My Yo-Yo String and My Life in Dog Years.  No action  
      taken.

9.0 OLD BUSINESS
None 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Superintendent Suffredini reported the most recent SHS Pops Concert was a terrific success.  Dr. 
Suffredini also reported that the Administrative Council met to discuss the consistency in Dress 
Code implementation and enforcement.  A draft of an updated policy will be presented to the full 
board at a meeting prior to the end of the calendar year.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

11.1 Budget – First look at the 2014-2015 budget will be presented at BOE meeting on 
December 9, 213

11.2 Curriculum – Information reported in items 8.3, 8.4 and 8.5

11.3 Policy – None

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – Negotiation meetings are scheduled for November 18, 2013 and 
December 5, 2013.  Mediation, if needed, will be held December 12, 2013. 

11.5 Planning Committee – B. Boutwell, D. Parker and J. Formeister met to discuss a format of 
fiscal approach for potential security planning.

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – None

12.0 OTHER 
B. Capuano requested that when the Dress Code is being addressed that financial hardship be 
considered when deciding on changes to the policy.

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education at 8:13 p.m.  PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Beth Ann Morhardt, Recording Secretary
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These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



Somers High School
Alternative Education Program Update

BOE Executive Summary
November 2013

This is the sixth year the Alternative Education program is operating at the high school.  
The current enrollment is 8 students, consisting of 1 Freshman (repeating first two years), 
2 Sophomores, 1 Junior, and 3 Seniors. Students can earn credit in English, Math, 
Science, Social Studies and electives that are necessary to meet graduation requirements.  
Four students attend elective classes during periods 1 or 2 and then report to the 
alternative education classroom for the remainder of the day. Students can also receive up 
to 2 credits for Cooperative Work Experience (per state guidelines: 1 credit each for 
classroom and work site experience). The program continues to run as a full day program. 
However, 3 students are on a half-day program (released at 12:10 p.m.) in order to report 
to work. Presently, 7 students are employed or volunteering in the community.

This year Odysseyware, an online learning program, was implemented. Odysseyware has 
been well received by the students in Mrs. Delany’s program. Odysseyware allows for 
self-paced and instructor guided learning based on our core curricular standards. Mrs. 
Delany is finding Odysseyware to be successful for those students needing elective 
credits as well as credit recovery. In addition to the program being used individually by 
students, the lessons can be projected and used for whole group instruction.

With the introduction of Odysseyware, teacher support was reduced to two teachers. Each 
teacher provides instruction for particular courses. Ms. Williams, Somers High School 
social worker, offers support by conducting a group session with a select group of 
students one period a week.



Somers High School
Counseling and Career Center

BOE Executive Summary
November 2013

The Counseling and Career Center staff has completed the curriculum revisions to be 
presented to the BOE shortly. We have added a few new lessons for advisory based on these 
revisions as well as our school climate survey results and goals.  Recently, the CCC was 
instrumental on the development and implementation of our 1st ever Diversity Week, which 
was an overall success for this new initiative.

Naviance continues to be an instrumental tool in the college/career planning process and the 
implementation of SSPs.  Freshmen recently completed a Learning Style Inventory and 
workshop to help them gain insight into how they learn best and factors contributing to their 
academic performance.  For the first time, the school counselors worked together with the 
grade 9/10 PE teachers to co-teach a unit on Goal Setting. Students learned about SMART 
goals and were asked to develop 5-year, academic and personal goals to input into Naviance. 
We will co-teach the same lesson for students in 2nd semester PE. 

To date, 36 seniors have applied to more than 400 colleges. The CCC will process many 
more applications prior to the December vacation.  We have several acceptances already and 
numerous applications to most competitive universities.

Mrs. Duffy continues to offer numerous career exploration activities throughout the school 
year including career assessments, guest speaker forums, field trips, job shadows, and 
internships. The Do What You Are personality/career assessment will be administered to all 
sophomore students beginning in December. This month, we had a guest speaker forum on 
becoming a pilot featuring a former SHS graduate and another alum attending West Point will 
also be speaking with students. 





























































Somers Athletic Booster Club
5 Vision Boulevard Somers, Connecticut  06071

November 14, 2013                                                                                                                     

Alan,

Enclosed is a check for $1,800 to help with purchase of the much need storage shed 
at the baseball field. The Somers Booster Club along with several other generous 
donors helped make this purchase achievable.

Sincerely,
Tony Casciano
President



Dr. Maynard Suffredini
Superintendent of Schools, Somers Public Schools
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT 06071

Dr. Suffredini, November 19, 2013

It is with regret that I am submitting my letter of resignation for the 
Recording Secretary position with the Somers Public Schools District.   I will attend, 
record and submit minutes for the December 2, 2013 meeting as my last meeting.  
When I accepted the position I was confident I possessed the skills set and 
knowledge to fulfill the duties successfully.  As time has passed it has become clear 
to me that this is not the case.

I appreciate your support and patience as I attempted to improve and 
solidify my performance.  I have enjoyed working with you and the Somers Board of 
Education and wish you success in the remainder of the school year and the ones to 
follow.

Sincerely,

Beth Ann Morhardt
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