
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, September 23, 2013 6:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER

1. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Discussion of pending federal civil rights lawsuit involving both former student and the parents of 
such former student.  Upon return to open session, the Board may take action related to this case.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
8. NEW BUSINESS

1. Final Budget Approval
Proposed revisions to the 2013-2014 Budget will be presented to the Board of Education for 
approval.

2. MBA Field Trip Request to Washington, D.C. (WISH Program)
Ms. Porter, Mr. Szafir and Mr. Hull are requesting Board approval for the annual WISH Program 
trip for MBA students to Washington, D.C.

3. First Warning of DBS Code 6146.2 Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examinations
The Policy Committee has reviewed the recommended changes from CABE to the current policy 
and is presenting it as a first warning.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. SES Solar PV System Savings
The Superintendent will update the Board of Education on savings comparisons using the solar 
photovoltaic system at SES. (Please note the Letter from DBS Energy included in your Board 
Packet.)

2. Capital Projects Update
Mr. Bill Boutwell, Director of Business Services will present the Capital Projects Update report.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

1. Long Range Planning Committee
12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – September 9, 2013

Members Present: D. Palmer, J. Formeister (arrived 7:03 p.m.), B. Devlin, M. Ciccarella 
(arrived 7:03 p.m.), R. Schmidt, S. Bollinger and A. Kirkpatrick

Members Absent: B. Capuano
Administrators Present: M. Suffredini, K. Pezza, B. Boutwell, G. Cotzin
Staff Present: S. French
Citizens Present: D. Stone
Students Present: None
Others: M. Callahan (JI), T. Vaghini (intern SHS)

1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 6:33 p.m. (by B. Devlin) I hereby move that the Board enter Executive Session for the purpose 
of discussing a pending federal civil rights lawsuit, and I further move that the Board invite into 
Executive Session the Superintendent of Schools, Dr Maynard Suffredini, Jr.,  SECONDED (A. 
Kirkpatrick) PASSED 5-0

Attendees Include: D. Palmer, B. Devlin, R. Lees, S. Bollinger, A.Kirkpatrick, R. Schmidt and 
M. Suffredini.

The Board came out of Executive session at 6:44 p.m.

4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Schmidt) to approve the August 26, 2013 Board of 
Education meeting minutes as presented. PASSED 5-0 

5.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

6.0 CORRESPONDENCE

7.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

8.0 CONSENT AGENDA
8.1 It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (R. Lees) to approve maternity leave for Melissa 

                   Cianci (leave will begin in January, 2014).  PASSED 7-0

9.0 NEW BUSINESS
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10.0 OLD BUSINESS 
10.1 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 4131-Staff Development

It was MOVED (R. Lees) SECONDED (A. Kirkpatrick) to approve Policy 4131 as 
presented. PASSED 7-0

10.2 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5113 Somers Revised Student Attendance Policy
It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (R. Schmidt) to approve Policy 5113 as 
presented. PASSED 7-0

10.3 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 1700- Otherwise Lawful Possession of Firearms
        on School Property

It was MOVED (S. Bollinger) SECONDED (R. Schmidt) to approve Policy 1700, as 
presented. PASSED 7-0

10.4 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 6142.61- Physical Activity
It was MOVED (A. Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (S. Bollinger) to approve Policy 6142.61, as 
presented. PASSED 7-0

10.5 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5131.111- Student Conduct- Video Surveillance
It was MOVED (S. Bollinger) SECONDED (R. Schmidt) to approve Policy 5131.111, as 
presented. PASSED 7-0

10.6 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5131.7- Students- Weapons and Dangerous
        Instruments Policy

It was MOVED (S. Bollinger) SECONDED (A. Kirkpatrick) to approve Policy 5131.7, as 
presented. PASSED 7-0

10.7 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 5131.911- Revised Bullying Policy
It was MOVED (S. Bollinger) SECONDED (R. Schmidt) to approve Policy 5131.911, as 
presented. PASSED 7-0

11.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
11.1 Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Suffredini updated the Board on the implementation of full-day kindergarten.  The 
feedback of staff and parents has been positive.  Transportation has run smoothly as has the 
student’s adjustments to the longer school day.  Classroom size averages fourteen students 
per class.

Dr. Suffredini updated the Board on the progress of the new teacher evaluation program 
(SEED).  At this time administrators and teachers have completed their initial professional 
development. 

Dr. Suffredini received notification from the Board of Selectmen that the bond for the Capital 
Plan has been approved for SES and SHS roof replacement, fire alarm replacements and a 
new generator for SES.

Dr. Suffredini reported the results of the first year of summer school.  Thirteen students in 
grades 9-12 participated in the Odyssey based online program.  Eleven students received 
course credits.  Included in those eleven were two seniors who were able to receive their 
diplomas.  The salary for the teacher of the program was paid by the tuition students paid for 
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access to the courses.  Surplus funds were used to purchase additional usage licenses which 
will allow the program to be offered to more students in the future.

12.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

12.1 Budget – Dr. Suffredini met with the Administrative Team to inform them that in the 
upcoming weeks the 2014-2015 Budget will be created.

12.2 Curriculum – No update

12.3 Policy – Policy Committee met this evening, September 9, 2013, and will have one policy 
to present as a first warning at the September 23, 2013 meeting.  At that point, the policies 
will be caught up until November 2013 and a year-end report will be submitted to the 
Board of Education.

12.4 Salary & Negotiations – R. Schmidt, B. Devlin and Dr. Suffredini attended the initial 
meeting with the Board of Education Attorney.  Currently, the committee is in the process 
of scheduling the first meeting with the teachers’ union, which must commence by 
October 3, 2013.  Dr. Suffredini provided the Board members with the current contract 
and encouraged them to contact members of the sub-committee with any questions or 
input.

12.5 Planning Committee – No update

12.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No update

13.0 OTHER 
13.1    Principal G. Cotzin reiterated the success of the summer school program.  He also 
           introduced the SHS intern who he is mentoring, Thomas Vaghini, from the University of 
           Connecticut.

13.2    S. Bollinger asked if there was an update on the amount saved by the District as a result
           of utilizing solar panels at SES during the last school year.  An exact amount was provided 
           to the Board of Finance but was not available at this meeting.  

13.3    The September 23, 2013 Board of Education meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will
           include two Executive Sessions.

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (J. Formeister) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education at 7:30 p.m.  PASSED 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Beth Ann Morhardt, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.























































6146.2(a)

A revised recommended policy.

Instruction

Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examinations

For the school year commencing July 1, 2013 and each school year thereafter, each student enrolled in grades three through eight 
inclusive and grade ten or eleven shall annually, in March or April, take a statewide mastery examination (measuring whether or 
not a student has mastered essential grade level skills in reading, language arts and mathematics.  Science shall be added to the 
examination in the 2007- For the school year commencing July 1, 2013 and each school year thereafter, each student enrolled in 
grade five, eight, ten or eleven shall, annually, in March or April, take a state-wide mastery examination in science. The mastery 
examination shall be provided by and administered under the supervision of The State Board of Education shall approve the 
provision and administration of all mastery examinations.

Student scores on each component of the statewide tenth or eleventh grade mastery test (CAPT) may/shall be included on the 
permanent record and transcripts for each tenth or eleventh grade of students.  For each tenth or eleventh grade students who 
meets or exceeds the statewide mastery goal level on any component of the statewide tenth grade mastery examination, shall have 
a certification of such mastery made on the permanent record and transcript and be provided a certificate of mastery for each such 
component.  Each tenth or eleventh grade A student who has not met the mastery goal level on each component of the mastery 
examination may annually take or retake each such component at its regular administration until the student scores at or above 
each goal level or until the student graduates or turns twenty-one (21).

The school District (excludes endowed or incorporated high schools) may not require achievement of a satisfactory score on the 
statewide proficiency a mastery examination or statewide mastery examination, or any subsequent retest on a component of such 
examinations as the sole criterion of promotion or graduation.

Special education students shall participate in mastery testing except in the rare case when their Planning and Placement Team 
determines that participation would be inappropriate and recommends the use of an alternative assessment as specified by the 
State Board of Education.

Limited English proficient (LEP) students, including those also identified as requiring special education, who are in their first 
year of enrollment in a U.S. school and have been in attendance for one school year or less may be permitted to be exempt from 
one administration of the reading/language arts portion of the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) and the Connecticut Academic 
Progress Test (CAPT) mastery examination. These students must take the Language Assessment Scales (LSS-Links).  No such 
exemption is permitted, based on federal guidelines, from the mathematics and science assessments of the CMT and CAPT.  
Accommodations, as provided in classroom instruction may be used.

Limited English proficient students eligible for special education due to significant cognitive impairment must be tested on the 
CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist, regardless of the one school year exemption option.



6146.2(b)

Instruction

Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examinations (continued)

Any alternate assessment, including the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist, of students enrolled in special education, shall be available 
only to those students with significant cognitive disabilities. In compliance with federal law, out-of-level testing is not an option 
for students enrolled in special education.

In compliance with federal legislation, a participation standard of 95 percent of the total school population, as well as for each 
subgroup (e.g. race/ethnicity, gender, special education, bilingual/ESL, eligibility for free and reduced lunch), will be the 
participation goal.

(cf. 5121 - Examination/Grading/Rating)
(cf. 5125 - Student Records; Confidentiality)
(cf. 6146 - Graduation Requirements)
(cf. 6162.31 - Test Exclusion)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

10-14n Statewide mastery examination. Conditions for reexamination. Limitation on use of test 
results. (as amended by PA 03-174, and PA 03-168, and PA 13-207)

10-14o Compensatory education grant. Financial statement of expenditures.

10-14p Reports by local and regional boards re instructional improvement and student progress.

10-14q Exceptions (as amended by PA 01-205)

PL 107-110 – Title I, 34 CFR Part 200

34 CFR, Part 200 Regulations appearing in Federal Register, 9/13/06.

Policy adopted:
rev 7/01
rev 7/02
rev 6/03
rev 10/05
rev 1/07
rev 6/13

Sample policies are distributed for demonstration purposes only.  Unless so noted, contents do not necessarily reflect official policies of the 
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education, Inc.



Capital Projects Request (CIP) Update
September 2013

2012-2013 CIP Projects

The following projects were funded through CIP in 2012-2013.
 SES Roof Membrane Coating ($19,299; year 2 of 20)
 SES Roof Replacement Study ($4,240)
 SHS Roof Replacement Study ($6,360)
 Systemwide Mower ($57,000)
 Systemwide Tractor ($6,008; lease final year)
 Systemwide Technology ($20,707)

2013-2014 CIP Projects 

One CIP project is funded for 2013-2014 as follows. 
 SES Roof Membrane Coating ($19,299)

The CIP Subcommittee is in the process of reviewing CIP requests.  At this time no 
additional requests have been submitted by the subcommittee to the Board of Finance for 
approval.

Future Years CIP Projects Advisory Funded

As mentioned above, the CIP Subcommittee and Board of Finance are evaluating projects 
on a one-by-one basis.  At this time projects funded for future years are limited to 
previous lease commitments.

Bonding
On August 29th the Boards of Selectman and Finance approved sending a town-wide 
bonding package to referendum on November 5th.  The package includes $2,471,000 for 
the following school projects ($1,053,000 bonding; $1,418,000 projected state 
reimbursement).

 SES & SHS Roof Replacements 
 SES & SHS Fire Alarm Replacements 
 SES Generator 
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