
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, March 26, 2012 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Somers Wrestling Donation

The Somers Youth Wrestling organization has made a donation of $2,000.00 to the SHS wrestling 
team to cover some partial travel costs for this year and apparel for next season.  

8. NEW BUSINESS
9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

1. Recognition of SHS Technology Education Program
Mr. Slater, Mr. Niziolek, and Mr. Kosloski have been invited to speak to the board regarding their 
recent awards received from the International Technology Engineering Education Association and 
CT Technology Educators Association.  They have just returned from Long Beach, CA after having 
received the ITEEA award.

2. Wellness Committee Update
Carol Meagher, Head Nurse has provided an update for the board regarding the district Wellness 
Committee.  Ms. Meagher will be available to answer any questions board members may have.

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – March 12, 2012

Members Present: D.Palmer, R.Lees, M.Cicciarella, B.Pellissier, A.Kirkpatrick, S.Bollinger, 
M.Maniscalco

Members Absent: J.Formeister, B.Devlin
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell
Staff Present: S.Cormier
Citizens Present:
Students Present:
Others:

1.0 BOE BUDGET PRESENTATION
The Board of Education presented the 2012-2013 Budget to the Board of Finance at 7:00 p.m. at 
Somers Town Hall.

2.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:40 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Somers Town Hall meeting room.

3.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
February 27, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (R.Lees) to approve the 
February 27, 2012 Board of Education meeting minutes. PASSED 7-0

5.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
5.1 Susan Cormier, SHS Teacher, addressed the Board, thanking them for including 

Cooperative Sports in the 2012-2013 Budget. Ms. Cormier also spoke regarding her 
colleague’s L.Cavallo’s resignation. She noted that the department will be sad to see her 
leave.

6.0 CORRESPONDENCE
 Chairman Palmer received forwarded correspondence from M+J Bus Company 

discussing the possibility of collaboration of transportation contracts for districts. 
Discussion with CREC regarding the collaboration is ongoing at this time.

 Chairman Palmer received an application from CREC Council looking for a Board of 
Directors. 

7.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

8.0 CONSENT AGENDA
8.1 Approval of Bills 03/12/12 ($280,307.41)

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (M.Maniscalco) to approve the 03/12/12 Bills in 
the amount of $280,307.41 as presented. PASSED 7-0

8.2 Request for Child-Rearing Leave – M. Staunton
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Melissa Staunton, SES grade 1 Teacher, has requested a child-rearing leave through the 
remainder of the 2011-2012 school year following her maternity leave which is 
approximately May 9, 2012.

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (M.Maniscalco) to approve M.Staunton’s 
request for child-rearing leave through the remainder of the 2011-2012 school year 
following her maternity leave which is approximately 5/9/12 as presented. PASSED 7-0

8.3 Resignation – J. Carra
Jennifer Carra, MBA Spanish Teacher (0.4 position), has submitted a letter of resignation 
effective June 30, 2012.

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (M.Maniscalco) to accept J. Carra’s letter of 
resignation effective 6/30/12 as presented. PASSED 7-0

8.4 Resignation – J. Posten
June Posten, MBA Math Teacher, has submitted a letter of resignation effective June 30, 
2012.

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (M.Maniscalco) to accept J. Posten’s letter of 
resignation effective 6/30/12 as presented. PASSED 7-0

8.5 Resignation – L. Cavallo
Lora Cavallo, SHS Science and Intervention Teacher, has submitted a letter of resignation 
effective June 30, 2012.

It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (M.Maniscalco) to accept L. Cavallo’s letter of 
resignation effective 6/30/12 as presented. PASSED 7-0

9.0 NEW BUSINESS  
9.1 Approval of Students Supporting Students Field Trip

Mr. Mooney, School Social Worker, has submitted his field trip request to the Board for the 
annual training retreat in Sharon, CT for Students Supporting Students (SSS). The trip will 
be from March 23 – March 25, 2012 at the Silver Lake Conference Center. Twenty-four 
students will be attending the field trip with three chaperones. The two-day trip serves as a 
training retreat for SSS, the high school’s peer-helping group. Workshops may explore the 
following topics: listening skills, communication, healthy relationships, death and grief, 
diversity issues, anxiety and relaxation, mediating conflicts, problem-solving, resources for 
help, substance abuse issues, values clarification and teamwork and trust issues. 

It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to approve the annual training retreat to 
Sharon, CT for Students Supporting Students as presented. PASSED 7-0

10.0 OLD BUSINESS 

11.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
11.1 Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Suffredini updated the Board as he received a packet from CREC regarding 
emergency protocols within school districts for handling suspicious mail. The emergency 
protocol and general precautions will be used in conjunction with the current Somers 
Public Schools protocols regarding suspicious mail and mail handling.
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The Superintendent has also received an email from the Governor’s office outlining the 
current reform and important points. Improving student performance and/or full day 
kindergarten programs for early childhood education are key aspects of his reform efforts.

Dr. Suffredini noted that Bruce Devlin, BOE member, is recovering well from his latest 
hip surgery.

12.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

12.1 Budget – The BOE presented the 2012-2013 Budget to the BOF prior to the BOE meeting.

12.2 Curriculum – No Update

12.3 Policy – The Policy Committee will meet Thursday, March 15th at 6:30 p.m.

12.4 Salary & Negotiations – Salary & Negotiations is currently looking over candidacy to 
serve on the Pension Advisory Board, as interviews and recommendations should be in 
place by the end of April.

12.5 Planning Committee – No Update

12.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

13.0 OTHER 
S.Bollinger discussed her interest in having a gifted and talented program in place at Mabelle. B 
Avery Middle School to bridge the gap between programs in place at Somers Elementary and 
Somers High School. Dr. Suffredini suggested having a discussion with the Curriculum 
subcommittee to explore further thought.

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (S.Bollinger) SECONDED (R.Lees) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board 
of Education at 8:30 p.m.  PASSED 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.















March 9, 2012 

Somers High School Wrestling 
5 Vision Blvd 
Somers, CT 06071 

Please accept this donation from Somers Youth Wrestling for the Somers High School 
Wrestling team. 

The donation is for the balance of bus fees for the Class S State Championships 2012 in 
the amount of$234.50 and $1,765.50 for wrestling team apparel to bepurchased for the 
beginning ofthe 2012-2013 season. 

Congratulations on your 17 - 3 season. 

Somers Youth Wrestling 

30 Fox Hollow Road, Somers, CT 06071 
Website- www.SomersNow.com Email - foxhollowrbz@cox.net 



Wellness Committee 

2011- 2012 

Monitoring the new allergy policy to see how things are working and will make 
adjustments if necessary. 

Looking at the school lunches in order to bring them in line with the new United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) guidelines that will be phased in over 3 
years starting with the 2012- 2013. The changes will: 

• Ensure that students are offered both fruit and vegetables every day of the 
week. 

• Increase offerings ofwhole grain-rich foods. 
• Offering only fat-free or low-fat milk varieties. 
• Limiting calories based on the age of children being served to ensure proper 

portion size. 
• Increase the focus on reducing the amounts of saturated fat, trans fats and 

sodium. 
The biggest factor in the changes will be its impact on cost in terms of purchasing 
food to cost per meal for students. This can ultimately have an effect on the number 
of children who will purchase meals in the cafeterias. 

An example of sample menus was given to L. Gengenbach and K Smith. They will 
give an estimate the cost of the new menu. We will then explore it further on 
changes that can be done. 
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
1 Vision Boulevard
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – March 26, 2012

Members Present: J.Formeister, R.Lees, B.Pellissier, A.Kirkpatrick, S.Bollinger (arrived at 7:18 
p.m.) (all official votes took place after the quorum was established)

Members Absent: D.Palmer, B.Devlin, M.Cicciarella, M.Maniscalco
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, B.Boutwell
Staff Present: M.Niziolek, R.Slater, C.Meagher
Citizens Present: P.Palmer, G.Crandall
Students Present: A.Astone, B.Coraballo, K.Phiden, S.Sullivan, S.Palmer, P.Chusid
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Vice Chairman 
Formeister in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
March 12, 2012 – It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the 
March 12, 2012 Board of Education meeting minutes. PASSED 5-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE
 The Board of Education received a Thank You Note from Mr. Devlin, thanking them for 

the flowers sent and get well wishes.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 03/26/12 ($184,255.85)

It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the 03/26/12 Bills in the 
amount of $184,255.85 as presented. PASSED 5-0

7.2 Somers Wrestling Donation
The Somers Youth Wrestling organization has made a donation of $2,000.00 to the Somers 
High School Wrestling team to cover some partial travel costs for this year and apparel for 
next season. The Board thanked the Somers Youth Wrestling Organization for their 
generous contribution as Somers has had great success with the wrestling program.

It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (B.Pellissier) to approve the Somers Youth 
Wrestling organization donation in the amount of $2,000.00 toward SHS Wrestling team to 
cover partial travel costs and next season’s apparel as presented. PASSED 5-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  
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9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Recognition of SHS Technology Education Program

Mr. Roy Slater and Mr. Mike Niziolek presented to the Board on behalf of the SHS Tech 
Ed program. Mr. Slater, Mr. Kosloski and Mr. Niziolek were in Long Beach, California on 
March 15, 2012 as the SHS Technology Education and Engineering Program was 
presented and honored by the International Technology and Engineering Education 
Association (ITEEA) at their international conference. Mr. Slater and Mr. Niziolek noted 
that the international recognition was rewarding, fulfilling and informative on many 
levels. The conference was split into workshops and it was noted that STEM was 
highlighted, incorporating the concepts of engineering, math, and technology. 

Mr. Slater and Mr. Niziolek thank the Board on behalf of the SHS Tech Ed program for 
their continuous support and gave an overview of their trip. The SHS Tech Ed program 
was able to meet the Darien High School Tech program and they discussed similarities 
and possible collaborations in the future. Mr. Kosloski was unable to attend tonight’s 
meeting due to his participation the previous night in Connecticut’s CTEA Vex State 
Championship (presented by CCSU) in New Britain, Connecticut. SHS Tech Ed program 
received the Judge’s Award, and the Alliance Factor award – teams may join alliances as 
Somers joined an alliance that made it to the end and received the tournament 
championship trophy. 

Dr. Suffredini thanked Mr. Slater, Mr. Kosloski and Mr. Niziolek for making the SHS 
Technology Education and Engineering program as successful as it is. He remarked on 
their outstanding teaching and assistance with keeping the program on the cutting edge.

10.2 Wellness Committee Update
Mrs. Meagher, MBA Nurse and Chair of the District’s Wellness Committee, presented to 
the Board an update on the Wellness Committee. They are monitoring the new allergy 
policy to see how things are working and will make the necessary adjustments. Changes 
will be implemented regarding school lunches in order to bring them in line with the new 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) guidelines that will be phased in over a 
3-year period, starting in 2012-2013. Changes include: offered fruit and vegetables every 
day of the week, whole grain-rich foods, low-fat or fat-free milk varieties, calories and 
portion size based on the age of children, and reducing amounts of saturated fat, trans fats, 
and sodium. 

An example of the new Elementary School Lunch menu for one day is as follows: whole-
wheat spaghetti with ½ cup of meat sauce, whole-wheat roll, ½ cup of green beans, ½ cup 
of broccoli, ½ cup of cauliflower, ½ cup of raw kiwi halves, 8oz of 1% milk, low fat ranch 
dip, and soft margarine. 

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Minutes will be taken at all subcommittee meetings.

11.1 Budget – No Update

12.2 Curriculum – No Update

12.3 Policy – The Policy Committee will meet Monday, April 9th at 6:30 p.m. before the 
regular BOE meeting.



3

12.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Update

12.5 Planning Committee – No Update

12.6 Other Committees 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee – No Update

13.0 OTHER 

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Pellissier) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Board of Education at 7:25 p.m.  PASSED 5-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Leah Cook, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.


	Agenda
	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	Minutes

	4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
	5. CORRESPONDENCE
	6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
	7. CONSENT AGENDA
	1. Approval of Bills
	Warrant

	2. Somers Wrestling Donation
	Wrestling


	8. NEW BUSINESS
	9. OLD BUSINESS
	10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
	1. Recognition of SHS Technology Education Program
	2. Wellness Committee Update
	Wellness Report


	11. COMMITTEE REPORTS
	1. Budget
	2. Curriculum
	3. Policy
	4. Salary & Negotiations
	5. Planning
	6. Other Committees

	12. OTHER
	13. ADJOURNMENT
	Minutes


