
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, January 24, 2011 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. Reader's Workshop Model Update
During the 11/8/2010 Board of Education meeting, the new instructional program for Reading at 
Somers Elementary School was introduced.  The following is an update on its implementation and 
student results thus far.  Kathleen Pezza, Director of Curriculum will answer any questions the 
board may have.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Retirement Notification (S. Jodice)

Ms. Susan Jodice, SES Kindergarten Special Ed teacher (.5 FTE) has submitted her intent to retire 
at the conclusion of this school year.  Ms. Jodice has been employed in the district since 1986.

8. NEW BUSINESS
9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
11. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ninth District Road
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – January 10, 2011

Members Present: J.Formeister, A.Kirkpatrick, R.Lees, J.Taylor, B.Devlin, S.Bollinger, 
T.Potrikus

Members Absent: D.Palmer. M.Marquardt
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, K.Pezza, P.Collin, B.Boutwell, G.Cotzin, J.Morrow, 

N.Barry, S.Muirhead
Staff Present: P.Goduti
Citizens Present: D.Stone, J.Higgins, D.Frisca, T.McGowan, N.McGowan, L.Devine, 

J.Waskiel
Students Present: See attached sign-in sheets.
Others: R.Muirhead (guest), E.Quinlan (Patch.com reporter)

 
The attached sign-in sheets do not reflect all who were in attendance.

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:12 p.m. by Vice Chairman 
Formeister in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Vocal Music Room. 

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 December 6, 2010 Regular Meeting – It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (T.Potrikus) 

to approve the December 6, 2010 Board of Education regular meeting minutes as presented.  
PASSED 7-0

3.2 December 22, 2010 Special Meeting – It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to 
approve the December 22, 2010 Special meeting minutes as presented.  PASSED 7-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
4.1 CAS 2011 Middle School Assistant Principal of the Year

Dr. Suffredini introduced Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Assistant Principal, Susan 
Muirhead, who was selected by The Connecticut Association of Schools as the 2011 Middle 
School Assistant Principal of the Year.

Mabelle B. Avery School Principal, Nancy Barry, who nominated Mrs. Muirhead, explained 
the criteria and application process required by CAS.  Ms. Muirhead stated that it was a 
great reflective process and humbling experience.

Mrs. Muirhead will be honored at a recognition event on October 6, 2011 at Saint Clements 
Castle in Portland, CT.

The Board and those in attendance congratulated Mrs. Muirhead on receiving this honor.
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4.2 Curriculum Presentations
 Food Service

Director of Curriculum, Kathleen Pezza, presented an overview of the Somers High 
School Food Service and Management curriculum.

Mrs. Pezza explained that the program is broken down into two parts:  Food Service and 
Management 1 and 2.  

Food Service and Management 1 covers the basic skills for commercial food industry 
employment.  Food Service and Management 2 covers the skills needed in running and 
managing a restaurant.

Students enrolled in Food Service 1 and 2 can earn credit at Manchester Community 
College through the College Career Pathways program.  If they earn a C average or 
better in both classes, they will receive 3 credits from MCC.

All students in the Food Service Program join FCCLA (Family, Community, Career 
Leaders of America.)  Students participate in various volunteer activities.

The Food Service students run a school based restaurant call Horizons Café that is open 
to the public.  It serves students, faculty and staff during the day from November until 
February.  It opens for dinner for the community on Thursday during March and April.

The Food Service curriculum is currently in revision to incorporate updates made by the 
State.  One of the goals of the Food Service teacher is to include more nutrition related 
objectives and to better align the curriculum with the National Occupational 
Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI).

 Science
Mrs. Pezza presented an overview of the K-12 Science Curriculum.  Mrs. Pezza outlined 
what areas of science are covered at each grade level and the progression of 
understanding of the subject areas through the grades.  Mrs. Pezza gave examples of 
integration of science in the use of technology and in the community.

Science is tested on the CMTs in grades 5 and 8 and on the CAPT in grade 10.  The 
CMT and CAPT test multiple years of learning in a single test.  The CMT covers three 
years of learning and the CAPT covers two.

Science teachers are currently working on integrating the Common Core State Standards 
in Science Literacy into their existing curriculum documents.

Three people from Somers are participating in the CREC/State initiative to develop 
performance assessments for Science in grades K-2.

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
No correspondence reported.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS  
6.1 It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to add Approval of the December 22, 

2010 Special Meeting minutes to the agenda as item 3.2 under Approval of Minutes.  
PASSED 7-0
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7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 1/10/11 ($231,999.99)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the 1/10/11 Bills in the 
amount of  $231,999.99 as presented.  PASSED 7-0

Approval of Bills 12/30/10 ($16,788.56)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the 12/30/10 Bills in the 
amount of  $16,788.56 as presented.  PASSED 7-0

7.2 Retirement Notification (B.Kenneson)
It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to accept the intent to retire 
notification received from B.Kenneson effective at the end of the 2010-2011school year.  
PASSED 7-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  
8.1 SHS Field Trip Request

P. Goduti, Somers High School Social Studies teacher, presented the itinerary for the field 
trip to Washington, DC he is planning for May 28-30, 2011.  Mr. Goduti explained that this 
trip is meant to complement the AP US History curriculum.

There are tentatively 30 students participating in this trip and there will be 4 chaperones.  
The cost per student is $560.00.

It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the field trip request to 
Washington, D.C. for May 28-30, 2011 submitted by P.Goduti.  PASSED 7-0

8.2 2011-2012 Proposed Budget
Dr. Suffredini and Director of Business Services, B.Boutwell, presented a preliminary draft 
of the 2011-2012 budget to the Board.

Dr. Suffredini explained that the 2011-2012 Budget is still in the preliminary stages because 
the information regarding education cost sharing has not yet been received from the state.  
Dr. Suffredini explained that a conservative budget was drafted based on the information 
available.  The budget draft reflects a 3.55 increase over last year’s budget due to increases 
in health insurance (20-25%) and increases in other contractual obligations.

Dr. Suffredini stated that he is working to maintain all programs and services for students. 
He is working closely with the town boards and will share information as it becomes 
available.

Dr. Suffredini recommended that the Board review the 2011-2012 preliminary budget for 
future discussions. 

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1. Dr. Suffredini notified the Board that he and B.Boutwell have met with the First 

Selectman, Lisa Pellegrini, to discuss renewable sources of energy. They are discussing 
the possible installation of solar panels on town buildings.  DBS Energy will conduct a 
feasibility assessment of the facilities.
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Dr. Suffredini stated that there could be considerable cost savings and there are no up 
front costs.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11.1 Budget

Reported under New Business 8.2

11.2 Curriculum 
No report.

11.3 Policy 
A meeting is scheduled for January 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Central Office Conference 
Room.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations 
Dr. Suffredini stated that negotiation meetings would need to be scheduled with the 
custodians and nurses.

11.5 Planning Committee 
No report

11.6 Other Committees 
Technology Committee:  No report

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION – Ratification of SAA Contract
It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to go into Executive Session at 7:56 p.m. for 
the purpose of ratifying the SAA Contract.  PASSED 7-0

The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:27 p.m.

It was MOVED (T.Potrikus) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to ratify the SAA Contract as presented.  
PASSED 5-0-2 (T.Potrikus, J.Taylor abstained)

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board 
of Education at 8:29 p.m.  PASSED 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Joan Jaquith, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



Readers Workshop Initiative
Executive Summary
Update January 2011

Professional Development

Workshops to Date:

August 26th and 27th:  Introduction to Reader’s Workshop 
October 14th: Technical Support Grades 3-5
October 22nd: Technical Support Grades K-2
December 8th: Technical Support Grades K-2

Up-Coming Workshops:

January 31, 2011: Technical Support Grades 3-5
February 8, 2011: Technical Support Grade K-2

Parent Survey

Of the 50% of parents who responded during our November conferences survey, 73% 
reported that their children were reading more this year than last year.  



Progress Monitoring with Maze

Grade Three:

The average score on the Maze in Grade 3 went from 16 in the fall to 21 in the winter.



Grade 4:

The average score on the Maze in Grade 4 went from 15 in the fall to 19 in the winter.



Grade 5:

The average score on the Maze in Grade 5 went from 23 in the fall to 28 in the winter.
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ninth District Road
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – January 24, 2011

Members Present: D.Palmer, A.Kirkpatrick, R.Lees, J.Taylor, B.Devlin, T.Potrikus, 
M.Marquardt (arrived at 7:03 p.m.)

Members Absent: S.Bollinger, J.Formeister
Administrators Present: K.Pezza, P.Collin, R.Riola 
Staff Present: M.Suffredini & B.Boutwell attended the BOF meeting prior to the BOE 

meeting and arrived at 7:35 p.m. 
Citizens Present: D.Stone
Students Present:
Others: E. Quinlan (Patch.com reporter)

 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School Board of Education meeting room. 

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 January 10, 2011 Regular Meeting – It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to 

approve the January 10, 2010 Board of Education regular meeting minutes as presented.  
PASSED 6-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
4.1 Reader’s Workshop Model Update

Director of Curriculum, Kathleen Pezza, presented an update on the implementation of the 
new instructional reading program at Somers Elementary School and a mid-year student 
progress report.

Mrs. Pezza reported that teachers were introduced to the Readers Workshop instruction 
program during two full professional development days in August. Technical support 
workshops were held in October and December.  Additional technical support will be 
provided in January and February.

Parents were surveyed during parent/teacher conferences regarding how many minutes their 
child spends reading each day.  Fifty percent of the parents surveyed responded to the survey 
and 73% of those parents reported that their children were reading more this year than last 
year.

Student progress is monitored using an assessment called MAZE.  MAZE records how 
accurately and quickly a student reads and identifies at risk students.  Intervention strategies 
are used to help struggling readers. 

Mrs. Pezza stated that the students are making good progress at this mid-year point and she 
expects to see this trend continue as the students and teachers adjust to this new program.
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Somers Elementary School Principal, Ralph Riola, stated that the kids love the program and 
are very enthusiastic. Teachers now have more data then every before.  Mr. Riola and 
Assistant Principal, Jennifer Oliver, review the data on a monthly basis.

Mrs. Pezza anticipates higher DRP scores and improvement on the CMTs this year.

Mrs. Pezza reported that they are planning a Family Literacy Night in April to address 
parent questions regarding how teachers teach reading to K-2 students and how do parents 
find books for their children in grades 3-5 that their children can and want to read.

Grade 2 teacher, Michael Clarity, has been conducting raising reader programs for parents of 
kindergarten students.  

Reading will be discussed with parents during kindergarten screening this year.

Mrs. Pezza will update the Board again on student progress at the April 11th BOE meeting.

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
Chairman Palmer reported receipt of the following:
 An email regarding the Local Hero’s Nomination for the Class of 2017.
 An email from Ms. Lopes.  Chairman Palmer will respond to Ms. Lopes email.
 An email from Mr. and Mrs. Stone.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 1/24/11 ($586,515.99)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the 1/24/11 Bills in the 
amount of  $586,515.99 as presented.  PASSED 7-0

7.2 Retirement Notification (S.Jodice)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to accept the intent to retire 
notification received from S.Jodice effective at the end of the 2010-2011school year.  
PASSED 7-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 In regards to the number of school cancellations we’ve experienced so far this year, Dr. 

Suffredini stated that he is not planning to cancel any vacation days until all the days 
remaining for the month of June have been used; however, should we experience more 
school cancellations it may impact the scheduled March 14th professional development 
day and some school vacation days.  Dr. Suffredini stated that we are in a holding pattern 
at this time.

The Board requested that this information be communicated to staff and parents.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11.1 Budget

Dr. Suffredini reported that he attended the BOF meeting this evening and informed the 
BOF members that the BOE has put together a draft of the 2011-2012 budget that is level 
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funded for most line items and level service funded in salaries, insurance, special 
education and transportation.  This represents a 3.5 increase overall. Dr. Suffredini stated 
that this budget was developed using information currently available.  No established 
guidelines have been received from the state; however, it is anticipated that there will be 
cuts across all state grants.  In addition, Dr. Suffriedini was informed that the stimulus 
money that was held in reserve for use in 2011-2012 may result in a reduction in that 
amount in local aid received by the town.  

Dr. Suffredini shared a letter dated January 14, 2011 that Senator John Kissel sent to 
Secretary Ben Barnes at the State of Connecticut’s Office of Policy & Management.  
Senator Kissel requested that the state’s financial proposals be communicated to the 
towns prior to the state’s budget address on February 16, 2011. The letter stated that 
many towns are prepared “for the shared sacrifice that has been discussed in recent weeks 
by the new administration.  Some even anticipate a 14 to 18% cut in aid reflecting the 
lack of federal funds used in past years to fill budget holes.” 

11.2 Curriculum – No report

11.3 Policy 
A meeting has been scheduled for January 31st at 7:00 p.m.  Mrs. Kirkpatrick has 
received the latest policy updates from CABE.

12.0 Salary & Negotiations 
The new contracts with the Somers Education Association and the Somers 
Administrator’s Association have been signed by the Chairman of the Board of Education 
and the presidents of both associations.  These contracts will become effective on July 1, 
2011.

Negotiations will be scheduled with the nurses’ union.

11.5 Planning Committee 
CIP has the Board’s list of requests should the committee reconvene in the future.

11.6 Other Committees 
11.6 Technology Ad Hoc Committee

A meeting has been scheduled for February 3rd at 5:00 p.m.  The ad hoc 
committee is in the process of gathering data from several sources.

12.0 OTHER 
 B.Devlin reported that he has heard that the Pilot Grant may be restored and suggested that 

the Board contact their state legislatures requesting them to support reinstating this grant. 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (T.Potrikus) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board 
of Education at 7:47 p.m.  PASSED 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Joan Jaquith, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.
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