
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, January 10, 2011 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. CAS 2011 Middle School Assistant Principal of the Year
2. Curriculum Presentations (Science & Food Service)

Ms. Kathleen Pezza, Director of Curriculum will give PowerPoint presentations regarding Science 
and Food Service Management and then answer any questions board members may have.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Retirement Notification (B. Kenneson)

Betsy Kenneson, MBA Media Specialist has submitted her intent to retire at the conclusion of this 
school year.  Ms. Kenneson has been employed by the Somers Public Schools since 1981.

8. NEW BUSINESS
1. SHS Field Trip Request

Phil Goduti, SHS Social Studies teacher has submitted a field trip request again this year to 
Washington, D.C.  Information regarding the trip is attached and Mr. Goduti will be present to 
answer any questions board members may have.

2. 2011-2012 Proposed Budget
The Superintendent of Schools and Director of Business Services will review a preliminary draft of 
the 2011-2012 budget with the board.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
11. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION - Ratification of SAA Contract
14. ADJOURNMENT
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ninth District Road
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – December 6, 2010

Members Present: D.Palmer, J.Formeister, A.Kirkpatrick, R.Lees, M.Marquardt, J.Taylor 
(arrived at 7:02 p.m.), B.Devlin (arrived at 7:03 p.m.), S.Bollinger, (arrived 
at 7:12 p.m.)

Members Absent: T.Potrikus
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, B.Boutwell
Staff Present:
Citizens Present: D.Stone, R Stone
Students Present:
Others:  

 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School-BOE Board Room. 

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 November 22, 2010 Regular and Special Meeting Minutes – It was MOVED (R.Lees) 

SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the November 22, 2010 Board of Education regular 
and special meeting minutes as presented.  PASSED 5-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
Chairman Palmer reported receipt of an email from Mr. and Mrs. Stone and a thank-you note 
from S.Selley.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 12/6/10 ($340,988.75)

It was MOVED (J.Formeister) SECONDED (A.Kirkpatrick) to approve the 12/6/10 Bills 
in the amount of  ($340,988.75) as presented.  PASSED 6-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  
8.1 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 1110.1-Parent Involvement

It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to approve DBS Code: 1110.1-
Parent Involvement as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.2 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 4118.51/4218.51-Social Networking Websites
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to approve DBS Code: 
4118.51/4218.51-Social Networking Websites as presented.  PASSED 7-0
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8.3 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 5127-Graduation/Separation 
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to approve DBS Code: 5127-
Graduation/Separation as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.4 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 6141.5-Advanced College Placement
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to approve DBS Code: 6141.5-
Advanced College Placement as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.5 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 6141.326-Online Social Networking
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to approve DBS Code: 
6141.326-Online Social Networking as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.6 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code: 6172.6-Virtual/Online Courses
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to approve of DBS Code: 
6172.6-Virtual/Online Courses as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.7 Approval of the 2011-2012 School Calendar
Dr. Suffredini reported that the 2011-2012-school calendar has been reviewed by the 
Administrative Council and shared with the President of the SEA.  The 2011-2012 school 
calendar is essentially the same as the 2010-2011-school calendar except for the change 
of one professional development day from January to September.  This change was made 
to provide staff with early access to student test data and related professional 
development.

It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to approve the 2011-2012 School 
Calendar as presented.  PASSED 7-0

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1. Dr. Suffredini notified the Board that there would be a Civil Rights Compliance 

Review on-site visit at Somers High School on April 8, 2011.  The campus 
facilities will be reviewed to make sure they are ADA compliant.  Our district’s 
policies and programs will be reviewed as well.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11.1 Budget

Dr. Suffredini distributed a tentative budget-planning calendar to the Board and reviewed 
the process used to develop the annual school budget working within the BOF guidelines.

A draft of the 2011-2012 budget will be presented at the January 10th BOE meeting.

Dr. Suffredini suggested that representatives from the BOE, BOF and BOS meet to 
discuss information from the state regarding funding for municipalities as well as 
establishing budget guidelines for 2011-2012.

Chairman Palmer would like Director of Curriculum, Kathleen Pezza, to present to the 
BOF the information she presented to the BOE on November 22nd regarding CSDE 
Initiative and Education Reform requirements.
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11.2 Curriculum 
No report.

11.3 Policy 
A meeting is scheduled for January 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Central Office Conference 
Room.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations 
The committee is working through the negotiation process.  A meeting is scheduled for 
this week.

11.5 Planning Committee 

11.6 Other Committees 
The Technology Committee met on November 30th and discussed the direction and goals 
of the committee.  A meeting will be scheduled after the first of the year.

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION – Superintendent’s Mid-Year Evaluation
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to move into Executive Session at 7:31 p.m. 
for the Superintendent’s mid-year evaluation.  PASSED 8-0

The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:19 p.m.

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board 
of Education at 8:20 p.m.  PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Joan Jaquith, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.





Food Service and 
Management



Food Service Courses at SHS

• Food Service and Management 1
– Introduction to the hospitality industry
– Basic food preparation
– Employment skills: Food service and 

preparation

• Food Service and Management 2
– Restaurant Management
– Purchasing, receiving, cost and inventory



College Career Pathways

• Students enrolled in Food Service 1 and 
Food Service 2 can earn credit at 
Manchester Community College through 
the College Career Pathways program.

• If they earn a C average or better in both 
classes, they will receive 3 credits from   
MCC.



Serving the Community

• All students in the Food Service program 
join FCCLA (Family, Community, Career, 
Leaders of America)

• Students also participate in some of the 
following volunteer activities:
– Senior Citizens Luncheons,
– Catering School Functions, and
– Preparing Food for local non-profits 

organization like schools and churches.



Horizons Café

• The Horizons Café is a restaurant run by the 
students in the Food Service program.  

• It is open to the public.
• It serves students, faculty and staff during 

the day from November until February
• It serves dinner to members of the 

community on Thursdays during March 
and April.



Food Service Curriculum

• The Food Service curriculum is currently in 
revision to incorporate updates made by 
the State.

• One of the goals of the Food Service 
teacher is to include more nutrition 
related objectives and to better align our  
curriculum with the NOCTI.



Science



Science Overview

•Science is tested on the CMTs in grades 5 and 8 
and on the CAPT in grade 10.
•The CMT and CAPT test multiple years of learning 
in a single test.  For the CMT, the test covers three 
years of learning.  For the CAPT, it covers two.
•Science teachers are currently working on 
integrating the CCSS in Science Literacy into their 
existing curriculum documents.
•Three people from Somers are also participating in 
the CREC/State initiative to develop performance 
assessments for Science in grades K-2.



Science at SES
•In grades K-2, students learn basic 
measurement, classification and observation 
skills as part of developing their science literacy 
skills.

•They also learn basic content in Physical, Life 
and Earth Science.

• Kindergarten: Properties of Matter; Characteristics of 
Living Things; and Weather

• First Grade: Location and Movement; Structure and 
Function of Living Things; and Life Cycles

• Second Grade: States of Matter; Life Cycle of 
Flowering Plants; Properties of Soils; and Nutrition



Science at SES
•In grades 3-5, students learn basic research, 
data collection and analysis skills as part of 
developing their science literacy skills.

•They also learn content in Physical, Life and 
Earth Science.

• Third Grade:  Physical Properties of Matter; Behavioral 
and Structural Adaptations in Plants and Animals; and 
Rocks and Minerals

• Fourth Grade:  Forces and Motion; Electricity and 
Magnetism; Ecosystems; and the Water Cycle and 
Erosion

• Fifth Grade:  Sound and Light; Optics;                 
Human Senses; and the Earth-Sun-Moon System



Science at MBA
•In grades 6-8, students learn to identify 
variables, design experiments, collect data and 
draw conclusions as part of developing their 
science literacy skills.

•They also learn Physical, Life and Earth Science.
• Sixth Grade:  Ecosystems; Weather and Heat Transfer; 

and Force, Energy and Simple Machines
• Seventh Grade:  Elements, Compounds and Mixtures; 

Cells and the Human Body Systems; Plate Tectonics,  
Weathering and Erosion

• Eighth Grade:  Speed, Force and Circular Motion; 
Genetics and Reproduction; and Astronomy



Science at SHS
•In grades 9-12, students learn to design 
controlled experiments, collect data, assess the 
validity of their data and draw conclusions as 
part of developing their science literacy skills.

•They also learn the basic Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and Earth/Environmental Science

• Integrated Science (9th):  Energy, Electricity and Power 
Generation; Atoms, Bonding, Chemical Reactions and 
Polymers; and Biogeochemical Cycles, Pollution and 
Natural Resource Management.

• Biology (10th):  Cells, DNA, Microorganisms and 
Biotechnology; and Genetics, Biodiversity, Evolution 
and Population Dynamics.



Science at SHS
• Grades 11 and 12

• Anatomy and Physiology
• Astronomy
• Biotechnology
• Botany
• Chemistry
• Forensics
• Marine Science
• Physics
• Science and Law

• AP Courses: 
• Biology
• Chemistry



Science, Technology and the 
Community
•3rd grade students go to the Trash Museum to 
learn about recycling technology.
•5th graders use BrainPop and United Streaming 
to learn about Science topics.  They also gather 
information from interactive websites about 
the phases of the Moon.
•6th grade uses iPod Touches to create movies 
about invasive species.
•7th graders use webquests to find interactive 
pictures and diagrams during the Erosion and 
Human Body units.



Science, Technology and the 
Community
•9th graders use podcasts to make presentations 
in Integrated Science.
•Biology students collaborate on lab reports 
using Googledocs.
•Chemistry students test their school and home 
water supply for the presence of calcium and 
phosphates.  Then, they analyze the impact of 
their results on their home and the 
environment.
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