
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, May 24, 2010 7:00 PM 

Mabelle Avery Middle School District Offices Board Room, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS

1. Curriculum Presentations - Social Studies & Physical Ed/Health
The Social Studies presentation provides an overview of the K-12 Social Studies program, 
including the recent changes made by the Connecticut State Department of Education to the Social 
Studies Framework.

The Physical Education and Health presentation is a summary of the K-12 program.  It highlights 
new activities and projects piloted this year in the areas of either PE or Health.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
7. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
2. Resignation (K. Hamylak)

Kate Hamylak, SES Speech and Language Pathology Assistant who was hired in 5/08 has 
submitted her resignation at the end of the 2009-2010 school year.  She intends to further her 
education.

8. NEW BUSINESS
1. Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 3541.31/3541.32/3541.34/3541.35 – 

Transportation Policies
DBS Codes 3541.31/3541.32/3541.34/3541.35 – Transportation Policies were reviewed by Bill 
Boutwell, the Superintendent, and the Policy Committee.  They were first warned at the 5/10/10 
meeting and are now ready for adoption.

2. Second Warning/Adoption of Grade 6 Social Studies Textbooks
Grade 6 Social Studies teachers have piloted and selected Journey Across Time – The Early Ages 
textbook for their Ancient Civilizations Course.  The Board Curriculum Committee reviewed the 
textbook and it was first warned at the 5/10/10 BOE meeting.  It is now ready for adoption.

3. First Warning of K-12 Math Curriculum
The Mathematics curriculum has been revised to align with the GLEs and pacing guides provided 
by the State.  The completed document has been converted into a website that can be accessed 
through the following link:
http://www.somers.k12.ct.us/district/curriculum/mathwebsite/

Questions may be addressed to the Director of Curriculum at the meeting.  Second warning will be 
included on the 6/14/10 BOE agenda.

9. OLD BUSINESS
10. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
11. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
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27
33
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5. Planning
6. Other Committees

12. OTHER
13. ADJOURNMENT
14. 5/24/2010 Minutes 46
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ninth District Road
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – May 10, 2010

Members Present: D.Palmer, J.Formeister, R.Lees, B.Devlin, A.Kirkpatrick, M.Marquardt, 
S.Bollinger

Members Absent: T.Potrikus, J.Taylor
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, P.Collin, K.Pezza, J.Morrow
Staff Present: None in attendance
Citizens Present: J.Griger, E.Beebe, C.Manning
Students Present: None in attendance
Student Representatives:   None in attendance
Others:

 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School BOE meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 April 13, 2010 Special Meeting Minutes – It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) 

to approve the April 13, 2010 Board of Education special meeting minutes that will be 
modified at the discretion of the superintendent.  PASSED 7-0

3.2 April 26, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes – It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) 
to approve the April 26, 2010 Board of Education regular meeting minutes as presented.  
PASSED 7-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS 
4.1 Technology Annual Report

Director of Technology, J.Morrow, reported on the current status of the district’s technology 
program.  Mr. Morrow described the accomplishments of the program and the direction the 
technology program will take in the future.

Mr. Morrow reported that the infrastructure is current and that there is wireless in all 
buildings, including the Somers Public Library.  All classroom teachers and administrators 
have laptops that are in constant use.  Mr. Morrow stated that using technology has become a 
“way of life” for teachers and administrators.  Mr. Morrow stated that technology is changing 
so quickly that teachers need a lot more professional development to keep up.  Technology 
workshops will be scheduled next year.

Mr. Morrow reported that our student to computer ratio has improved.  There are several 
computer carts (sets of 25 student laptops) in the district that have reached the 5-year mark and 
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will need to be replaced in the near future.  Mr. Morrow is looking at ways that students might 
be able to use their personal “smart phones” for academic applications.  

Mr. Morrow stated that by cloud computing and using Google Apps has saved the district a 
great deal of money.

The new student information system is in its second year and is working very well.  The 
district webpage has been revised and now includes links to access BOE and district 
information, as well as public information sites.

Mr. Morrow reported that the district, the public library and the town are working closely 
together in a cooperative effort to consolidate services whenever possible for overall 
efficiency.

Mr. Morrow stated that he has a priority list of technology needs should money become 
available.

Board member, S.Bollinger, reported that she has found that the information located on the sex 
offender link on the district’s webpage may not have current and complete information.

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
Chairman Palmer reported receipt of the following correspondence:
 An email from “Capture the Spirit.”
 An FOI request from Attorney Schober.
 A letter from Yankee Institute for Public Policy requesting teacher salary information.  After 

conferring with counsel, all the information requested was provided.  
 An invitation to a retirement party for two high school teachers on May 21st.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS  
6.1 Add First Warning Grade 6 Social Studies Textbooks

It was MOVED (R.Lees) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to add First Warning - Grade 6 Social 
Studies Textbook, Journey Across Time – The Early Ages to the agenda under New 
Business as item 8.2.a.  PASSED 7-0

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 5/10/10  ($88,239.62)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED M.Marquardt) to approve the 5/10/10 Bills in the 
amount of $88,239.62 as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  
8.1 Approval of Phase II Race to the Top Application

Dr. Suffredini explained that the amount of money allocated to Somers has increased 
significantly from the amount available in Phase I. The money would be used mainly for 
high school reform incentives.

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Formeister) to authorize the Superintendent to 
submit the Memorandum of Understanding as provided by the Connecticut State 
Department of Education.  PASSED 7-0
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8.2 First Warning of DBS Code 3541.31/3541.32/3541.34/3541.35 – Transportation Policies
The following policies have been reviewed by Bill Boutwell, the Superintendent and the 
BOE Policy Committee:
 3541.31 Changes in regular routes: one sentence has been deleted.
 3541.32 Special Transportation: Re-worded to reflect what is currently being done and 

allowing for flexibility in the future if funding increases.
 Reg: Special Transportation/Privately owned vehicles: deleted students for driving on 

trips-recommend adjusting Admin. Reg.
 Non Public School transportation: delete this policy because we no longer provide this 

transportation.
 Procedures for emergencies: only deleted 2 words in the policy to reflect current 

responsibility.

Second warning/adoption of these policies will be included on the May 24, 2010 BOE 
meeting agenda.  Questions should be directed to either A.Kirkpatrick or Dr. Suffredini.

8.2a First Warning of Grade 6 Social Studies Textbooks 
Grade 6 Social Studies teachers have piloted and selected Journey Across Time – The Early 
Ages textbook for their Ancient Civilizations Course.  The Board Curriculum Committee 
reviewed the textbook at their meeting this evening.  Second Warning/Adoption scheduled 
for the May 24, 2010 BOE Meeting.

8.3 BOE Summer Retreat
The Board scheduled July 8, 2010 for their summer retreat from 8:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.  The 
location will be determined.  Board members will email agenda item suggestions to 
Chairman Palmer.

9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Dr. Suffredini reported that now that Vision Boulevard is an official town road, the roads 

will be reconfigured and signage will be installed.  Dr. Suffredini will keep the Board 
advised as plans are being finalized.

The district’s mailing addresses will change from Ninth District Road to Vision Boulevard.  
Each building will be given a separate number.

The State Police now have complete jurisdiction over Vision Boulevard.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11.1 Budget

Dr. Suffredini reported that he has been informed that the Board of Education needs to cut 
$125,000 from their 2010-2011 budget.  Dr. Suffredini will give the Board his 
recommendations for cuts; however, final decisions will not be made until after the town 
referendum.

11.2 Curriculum 
The Curriculum Committee met this evening and reviewed the new K-12 Math Curriculum 
and the Grade 6 Social Studies Textbook, Journey Across Time – The Early Ages.  The K-
12 Math Curriculum will be added as a First Warning to the May 24th BOE Meeting 
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agenda. Grade 6 Social Studies textbooks will be added to the May 24th BOE Meeting 
agenda as a Second Warning/Adoption.

11.3 Policy 
The Policy Committee met this evening and scheduled another meeting for May 13th. 

11.4 Salary & Negotiations 
Bruce Devlin is the new Chairman of Salary & Negotiations. Copies of the current SEA 
Contract will be sent to Board members on the negotiation subcommittee.

11.5 Planning Committee – No Report

11.6 Other Committees – No Report

12.0 OTHER 
12.1 The Superintendent’s Evaluation will be scheduled during the first part of June.  Chairman 

Palmer distributed the evaluation instrument to Board members.

12.2 Several former Board of Education members have asked if they can participate in this 
year’s high school graduation ceremony and hand their child their diploma.  These requests 
should be directed to Gary Cotzin, Somers High School Principal or Susan Selley, 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent.

12.3 M.Marquardt reported that the Tech Ed. students had a very good race at Lime Rock on 
May 7th.  Their cars had 2nd and 3rd place finishes.  A congratulatory note will be sent to Mr. 
Slater.

13.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION – Legal Matters
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to move into EXECTIVE SESSION at 9:14 p.m. 
to discuss legal matters.  PASSED 7-0

The Board came out of EXECUTIVE SESSION at 10:02 p.m.

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (R.Lees) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Somers 
Board of Education at 10:03 p.m.  PASSED 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Joan Jaquith, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



Physical Education and Health



Health and PE at SES
• Students take PE twice every six days for 

30 minutes.
• Students have 30 minutes of playground 

time each day.
• State mandated health topics are taught in 

grades two and five.
– AIDS Education: Grades 2 and 5
– Nutrition: Grade 2
– Human Growth and Development: Grade 5



Physical Education at SES
• SES Mileage Club

– Students get tokens depending on the 
number of playground laps they do at recess.

– Students can redeem their tokens for in-class 
rewards.

• SES Fitness Center
– PE teachers turned the gym into a personal 

fitness center for students during CMTs.
– Students rotated between centers to work 

different parts of the body.



Health at SES
• Heart Maze

– During February, the PE teachers take 
students through a giant heart maze.

– Students have the opportunity to see the 
different parts of the heart first hand.

– Lessons focus on the relationship between 
heart health and exercise.



Health and PE at MBA
• Students at MBA take Physical Education 

twice in every six day cycle.
• The Health curriculum is integrated into a 

class called “Life Skills” which also 
addresses areas like computer skills and 
information literacy.

• Students take Life Skills for one trimester 
each year.



Physical Education at MBA
• The Somers Lacrosse Association 

donated 20 lacrosse sticks to the middle 
school, allowing the middle school 
program to expand its unit on lacrosse.

• The middle school PE teacher received a 
grant for an ipod touch.
– Student fitness scores can be entered into 

FitStats during the testing on the field.
– Next year, student scores from past years will 

be available on the field to show students 
their growth and improvement.



Health at MBA
• Students in 7th grade apply their 

understanding of nutrition to the process of 
menu planning for people with special 
medical conditions.  Each student 
produces a menu to meet the needs of a 
person with special dietary requirements.

• Students in 8th grade create a social 
networking public service announcement 
that explains the dangers of social 
networking sites to teenagers.



Health and PE at SHS
• Students in grades nine and ten are 

required to take a ½ credit PE class each 
year.

• Health is included in the 9th and 10th grade 
PE classes.

• Students can elect to take a ½ credit PE 
class in 11th and 12th grade.

• Health is offered as a ¼ credit elective at 
the 11th and 12th grade levels. 



Physical Education at SHS
• PE teachers have been focusing on 

recreational sports such as Badminton and 
Pickleball to increase student interest in 
sports outside of school.

• Student scores on the Physical Fitness 
tests were very good this year.  95% of the 
boys and 79% of the girls met the fitness 
goals in all four areas.



Health at SHS
• 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teen

– Students are introduced to Sean Covey’s 
teenage version of his father’s 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People.

– Students use the information in the book to 
assess their own choices and determine 
where they can make improvements.

• CPR
– 11th and 12th graders have the opportunity to 

learn and be certified in CPR.



Social Studies



Social Studies at SES
• Kindergarten – The Student and Their 

Environment
• Grade 1 – Families
• Grade 2 – Communities
• Grade 3 – Communities around the World
• Grade 4 – Connecticut
• Grade 5 – Early American History



Social Studies at SES
• Students in grade 2 compare communities 

in China with communities in the US.  
They read stories about Chinese culture 
and learn how to write numbers in 
Chinese.

• Students in third grade write biographies 
as part of their interdisciplinary unit on 
ethnic groups and world cultures.



Social Studies at SES
• Four grade students combine social 

studies and science in a unit on the 
geography of Connecticut and erosion.

• Fifth graders each research an aspect of 
life in Colonial America.  They create tri-
fold boards which they set up as a 
museum.  The third and fourth graders 
“tour” the colonial museum and the fifth 
graders teach them about their topics.



Social Studies at MBA

• Grade 6 – Ancient Civilizations
• Grade 7 – Contemporary Cultures and 

World Religion
• Grade 8 – American History from the 

Constitution to the Industrial Revolution



Social Studies at MBA
• Sixth graders do a mock cave exploration 

at Lascaux, apply Hammurabi’s code to 
modern crime to decide if it is fair and 
participate in the Pharaoh for a Day 
activity to learn about ancient cultures.

• Seventh graders use the Material World 
photos taken by Peter Menzel to compare 
different lifestyles and cultures around the 
world.



Social Studies at MBA
• Eighth graders create Louis and Clark 

journals as they learn about westward 
expansion.  They study the plants, 
animals, geography and Native American 
cultures of the Missouri River area.

• At the end of the unit, they go to the 
Boston Museum, see the Lewis and Clark 
expedition in 3-D and compare the movie 
to their journals.



Social Studies at SHS
• Grade 9 – World History/International Studies
• Grade 10 – American History from the Industrial 

Revolution to WWII and Civics
• Grade 11 – American History from WWII to the 

present
• Grade 11 or 12 – Ancient History, Current 

Affairs, Government and Politics, Philosophy, 
Psychology, Sociology, Investigation and Trial 
Techniques, Medieval History, Law, War 
between the Worlds or AP US History. 



Social Studies at SHS
• Ninth grade students create a travelogue 

to learn about world geography and do a 
major project on imperialism.

• Tenth grade students visit the 
Mashantucket Pequot Museum, participate 
in a seminar and trial about Andrew 
Jackson and complete an American 
Revolution webquest.



Social Studies at SHS
• Eleventh graders do a major project on 

World War II, participate in class wikis and 
blogs as well as complete a major 
research paper.

• Students in 11th/12th grade electives 
participate in mock trials, visit the prison, 
complete webquests, analyze propaganda 
posters/political cartoons, participate in 
debates and study addiction depending on 
the elective they take.

















DBS CODE: 3541.31

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS:

Transportation:

Changes in Regular Routes:

Priorities in the arrangement of bus routes include: safety, efficiency and the cost factor.  
In order to have consistent bus routes and mindful of conservation needs, bus routes will 
not include service to side streets unless extreme hazardous conditions exist, location of a 
handicapped child or a new area for a turnaround for the bus.  Safety factors may vary 
with pickup and drop off and so be reflected in the bus route regarding service.

Bus drivers are required to maintain a regular time schedule and pupils are required to be 
at a designated stop on time.  Driver will stop only at designated places.

Requests to extend, add or change existing bus routes, or to add or change a bus stop, 
should be made in writing to the Superintendent who shall confer with the appropriate 
personnel, i.e. principals, directors, Director of Business Services and bus contractor.

If a request can be granted or accomplished to the satisfaction of the parent without costs, 
and comply with Board policies on transportation, the Superintendent may in his 
discretion, grant the request without Board approval.

If the request cannot be resolved, the Superintendent shall submit the request to the Board 
of Education for review and final decision.  The Superintendent shall notify the parent 
within 20 days of the request.  If the parent is not satisfied with the decision of the Board 
of Education, they have an option of appealing to the State Board of Education.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statute 10-186 - Hearing, Appeal

Adopted: September 8, 1980
Revised: December 18, 1989

November 27, 2000



DBS CODE:  3541.32

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS:

Transportation:

Special Transportation for School Related Trips:

Transportation for educational trips, athletic contests, and other activities shall be 
provided. without charge to pupils, within the limits of the school budget. Fees for 
transportation will be the responsibility of the student unless otherwise established within 
the school budget.

Transportation for athletic contests shall be provided. The fees for transportation for 
educational trips and other activities will be the responsibility of the student unless  
otherwise established within the school budget.

Private cars, driven by parents or teachers may be used on school sponsored trips by 
permission of  by the building principal as referenced in administrative regulation 
3541.32.  Overnight or out of state trips must have prior approval by the Board of 
Education.  If a teacher or parent is carrying student(s) in his/her personal car on an 
officially approved field trip and the automobile is involved in an accident, the insurance 
covering the vehicle is primary (i.e. any claims would be placed against the vehicle’s 
insurance).

Adopted: November 27, 2000



ADMIN.REG:  3541.32

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS:

Transportation:

Special Transportation for School Related Trips:

Privately Owned Vehicles:

Transporting Students in Private Cars:

Occasionally, especially on the Senior High School level, teachers transport students to 
school-sponsored activities in their own cars and sometimes parents and even students are 
used in providing this type of transportation.

If a teacher or parent is carrying student(s) in his/her personal car on an officially approved 
field trip and the teacher’s automobile is involved in an accident, the insurance covering the 
vehicle is primary (i.e. any claims initially would be placed against the vehicle’s 
insurance).

Private automobiles may be used for school programs to transport pupils under the 
following conditions:
Teachers and parents may transport students on officially approved field trips provided the 
following criteria are met:

1. Trip is approved by the Principal in advance.
2. Use of private automobiles is approved by Principal.
3. There are to be no more people in a car than the driver and passenger members 

as listed by the design of the vehicle.
4. The driver produces evidence of insurance coverage.
5. The principal will maintain a file on trips taken when private cars are needed.
6. Parental permission slips indicating knowledge of the conditions listed within 

this policy are obtained.

Adopted: May 24, 1982
Reviewed: July 12, 2001

November 4, 2002



DBS CODE:  3541.34

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS:

Non-Public School Transportation:

The Somers Board of Education may provide transportation to accredited non-public 
elementary and/or secondary schools located out of the district, providing requests for 
such transportation satisfy the following criteria:

1. There is no additional cost to the Board of Education.
2. School of destination is on direct route of regular bus routes.
3. IN EXPLANATION:  At the discretion of the Superintendent, availability of 

transportation to East Catholic shall be on a seats available basis on the 
regular bus route going directly to Howell Cheney Regional Vocational 
Technical School.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes
10-280a Transportation for students in nonprofit private schools 
outside school district.
10-281 Transportation for students in nonprofit private schools 
within school district.

Adopted: December 22, 1980
Reviewed: December 18, 2000
Revised: October 13, 2009

DELETE this policy. We no longer provide this transportation.



DBS CODE:  3541.35

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS:

Transportation:

Procedures for Emergencies; Safety:

The Board recognizes that hazards exist on all roads and the elimination of hazards is not 
within the province of the Board of Education.  The Board recognizes the following as 
measures for safety and emergency:

1. There shall be a set of Student Rules regarding bus conduct, set up by the 
Administration.  Parents shall be informed of these rules by the building Principal.

2. A review of the rules shall be made with each new bus contract and placed on file in 
the Central Office.

3. The bus driver shall be responsible for the bus conduct and safety of the pupils while 
they are on or about the bus and shall be responsible for enforcing all rules and 
regulations set forth by the administration and policies adopted by the Board of 
Education concerning the conduct of the pupils and shall maintain order at all times 
among the pupils in his/her charge.

Cross Reference: 5131/5131.1 Bus Conduct

Adopted: September 8, 1980
Revised: November 27, 2000



ADMIN. REG: 3541.35

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS:

Transportation:

Procedures for Emergencies; Safety:

The bus operator is in charge of the bus and the passengers.  He/she is responsible for the 
safety of the pupils and for their conduct on the bus.  Riding the bus is a privilege that can 
be denied temporarily or permanently, if a pupil’s behavior warrants it.  The operator 
reports to the bus company all violations of rules, and a pupil may become ineligible for 
transportation if his/her behavior creates a problem on the school bus.  It is necessary for 
students to observe the following rules:

1. Be at the stopping place five (5) minutes prior to the designated pick up time and ready 
to get into the bus with the least possible delay in order to keep the bus on schedule.

2. Do not stand or play in the roadway while waiting for the bus.
3. Remain at least five (5) feet from the bus when it stops to pick up, and move toward the 

bus only when the door opens.
4. After boarding the bus, take a seat as quickly as possible.
5. Ride only the bus to which regularly assigned.
6. Do not bring animals, pets, reptiles, firearms or explosives on the bus.
7. Obey the bus operator at all times.
8. Maintain an acceptable manner of conduct at all times consistent with the conduct 

policy in student handbooks.  (Smoking, vulgarity and boisterous or other improper 
conduct will not be permitted.)

9. Remain seated at all times other than entering/exiting the bus.
10. Do not extend arms or head out of the bus windows at any time.
11. Keep the aisles clear of lunch boxes, musical instruments, books, backpacks, etc.
12. Do not eat or drink while on the bus.
13. Do not damage or deface any part of the bus.
14. Remain absolutely quiet when approaching a railroad crossing.
15. Do not play a radio, CD player, etc. on the bus.
16. Do not tamper with operating mechanism on the emergency door.
17. Do not operate the service door; this is the responsibility of the bus operator.
18. Students loading the bus on a street when the bus passes in both directions are to wait 

until the bus passes on their side, so that they do not have to cross the road.
19. Students having to cross the road when loading and discharging are to cross in front of 

the bus, not the rear, upon the driver’s signal.  All pupils are advised to use extreme 
caution by looking at traffic both ways before crossing the street.

Cross Reference: DBS Code 5131.7: Weapons and Dangerous Instruments

Adopted: September 16, 1982
Revised: July 12, 2001

November 4, 2002
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ninth District Road
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – May 24, 2010

Members Present: D.Palmer, R.Lees, B.Devlin, A.Kirkpatrick, M.Marquardt, S.Bollinger, 
J.Taylor

Members Absent: T.Potrikus, J.Formeister
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini, P.Collin, K.Pezza, N.Barry, B.Boutwell
Staff Present: None in attendance
Citizens Present: None in attendance
Students Present: A.Hailer, A.Braica, A.Kinney, S.Zawistowski, B.Roberts, A.Roberts, 

A.Portal
Student Representatives:   None in attendance
Others:

 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School BOE meeting room.

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 May 10, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes – It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED 

(M.Marquardt) to approve the May 10, 2010 Board of Education regular meeting minutes as 
presented.  PASSED 7-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS 
4.1 Curriculum Presentations

4.1.1 Social Studies
Director of Curriculum, Kathleen Pezza, presented an overview of the K-12 Social 
Studies program by grade levels, including the recent changes made by the Connecticut 
State Department of Education to the Social Studies Framework.

Mrs. Pezza stated that the biggest changes to the curriculum were made in the area of 
American History in grades 5, 8, 10 and 11.  It will take a few years to integrate the 
new frameworks.

Social Studies is required in grades 9, 10 and 11.    Social Studies electives are options 
in grades 11 and 12.

Geography is integrated throughout the Social Studies curriculum.

4.2.2 Director of Curriculum, Kathleen Pezza, presented a summary of the K-12 Physical 
Education and Health program at all grade levels.
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Students take physical education twice every six days for 30 minutes at the elementary 
school.  The students also have 30 minutes of playground time each day.  Health topics 
are taught in grades two and five.

The elementary school started a Mileage Club for students to participate in during 
recess.  Students, who choose to participate, do laps around the playground and earn 
tokens depending on the number of laps they complete.  They can redeem their tokens 
for in-class rewards.

A student Personal Fitness Center was set-up in the gym during CMTs.  Student rotated 
between centers to work different parts of the body.  

Students at the middle school take Physical Education twice in every six-day cycle.  
The Health curriculum is integrated into a class called “Life Skills” which also 
addresses areas like computer skills and information literacy.

The Somers Lacrosse Association donated 20 lacrosse sticks to the middle school, 
allowing the middle school program to expand its unit on lacrosse.

The middle school physical education teacher received a grant from the Somers 
Education Foundation to purchase an ipod touch.  Using FitStats, Mr. McCarthy, enters 
student fitness scores during testing on the field.  Student scores from past years will be 
available to show growth and improvement.

In grade 7, students learn about nutrition during health classes and apply their 
understanding to process menu planning for people with special dietary needs. Students 
in grade 8 health classes create a daily social networking public service announcement 
that explains the dangers of social networking sites to their peers. 

Physical Education teachers at the high school have been focusing on recreational 
sports to increase student interest in sports outside of school.  Student scores on the 
Physical Fitness tests were very good this year.  

Students in health classes at the high school are using the information provided in the 
book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Convey, to assess their own 
choices and determine where they can make improvements.  

Students in grades 11 and 12 have the opportunity to learn and be certified in CPR.

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
The following correspondence was reported as received:
 A notice from CABE on collective bargaining.
 Thank you cards from retirees.
 A letter from the Somers Little League Association stating that they are donating $1000.00 to 

the high school softball program.  These funds will go into the high school softball activity 
fund.  Athletic Director, Alan Walker, will look into the needs of the softball program and 
make recommendations for the use of these funds.  The Board will send a thank you note to the 
Somers Little League Association for this generous donation.

 Somers High School student, Molly Rockett, is coordinating a visit from Congressman, Joe 
Courtney on June 2nd.
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 Notification from CABE announcing the winner of the CABE Leadership Award.  This award 
will be given out at graduation from the Board of Education.

 Congratulatory letters will be sent to all 2010 Somers High School graduates.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS  

7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 5/24/10  ($240,575.41)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the 5/24/10 Bills in the 
amount of $240,575.41 as presented.  PASSED 7-0

7.2 Resignation (K.Hamylak)
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to accept the resignation submitted by 
K.Hamylak effective at the end of the 2009-2010 school year as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  
8.1 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Code 3541.31/3541.32/3541.34/3541.35 – 

Transportation Policies

The deletion of the Non Public School transportation policy was clarified.  Transportation 
will still be available to public technical and vocational schools.

It was MOVED (A.Kirkpatrick) SECONDED (B.Devlin) to adopt DBS Codes 
3541.31/3541.32/3541.34/3541.35 – Transportation Policies as presented.  PASSED 7-0

Only the polices listed under 8.1 require BOE approval.  The Board does not approve 
Administrative Regs.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick stated that she would have a one-page summary of the policies received 
from CABE available for the Board in June or before the start of school.

8.2 Second Warning/Adoption of Grade 6 Social Studies Textbooks
Curriculum Director, Kathleen Pezza, stated that this textbook will be used for the grade 6 
Ancient Civilizations Course and does align with the current state frameworks. The cost is 
$10,917.00 for 150 textbooks.  Although the funding for these textbooks was part of the 
2009-2010 budget, they will not be purchased this year.  The funding will come out of the 
2010-2011 budget.  The state still has not finalized and approved the Social Studies 
Frameworks and there is a chance that there may be changes made to the curriculum.  The 
Curriculum Director wants to ensure that there are no changes in the curriculum before 
purchasing this specific textbook.

It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (S.Bollinger) to approve the Grade 6 Social 
Studies Textbook, Journey Across Time – The Early Ages, as presented.  PASSED 7-0

8.3 First Warning of K-12 Math Curriculum
Curriculum Director, Kathleen Pezza, explained that the Mathematics curriculum has been 
revised to align with the GLEs and pacing guides provided by the State.  The completed 
document has been converted into a website that can be accessed by everyone once it is 
approved.   Having the math curriculum on a website will ensure that it is always current.

Second Warning/Adoption scheduled for the June 14th BOE meeting.
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9.0 OLD BUSINESS 

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
10.1 Dr. Suffredini reported that there is no update on the status of the Race to Top Grant.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11.1 Budget

B.Boutwell presented a budget summary to the Board and explained that the accounts are 
still being worked down now that the freeze has been lifted.

11.2 Curriculum 
The Curriculum Committee will meet before the next BOE meeting to review the Social 
Studies Curriculum.

11.3 Policy 
The Policy Committee has scheduled the following meetings:  June 14th at 6:00 p.m. and 
June 21st at 7:00 p.m.  

11.4 Salary & Negotiations – No Report

11.5 Planning Committee – No Report

11.6 Other Committees – No Report

12.0 OTHER 
12.1 Chairman Palmer thanked the Board for their agenda suggestions for the BOE Summer 

Retreat on July 8th.  A draft of the agenda is being prepared.

13.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to adjourn the regular meeting of the Somers 
Board of Education at 8:30 p.m.  PASSED 7-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary
Joan Jaquith, Recording Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.
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