
BOE Meeting Template 
Monday, March 8, 2010 7:00 PM 

SES Auditorium, 4 Vision Boulevard, Somers, CT 06071

  
1. BUDGET HEARING - SES AUDITORIUM (Regular Board of Education Meeting to follow)
2. CALL TO ORDER
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
5. AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS
6. CORRESPONDENCE
7. OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
8. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of Bills
9. NEW BUSINESS

1. First Warning of DBS Code 4122: Student Teachers
The Policy Committee has reviewed the recommended changes from CABE and is first warning 
this policy.  Second warning/adoption will be on the 3/22/10 agenda. 

2. SHS Field Trip Request - Washington, D.C.
SHS Social Studies teacher, Mr. Phil Goduti is requesting approval of a field trip request to 
Washington, D.C. in May in correlation with his American History class.  This trip has occurred in 
the past and Mr. Goduti will be available to answer any questions board members may have. 

10. OLD BUSINESS
11. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
12. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Budget
2. Curriculum
3. Policy
4. Salary & Negotiations
5. Planning
6. Other Committees

13. OTHER
14. EXECUTIVE SESSION (Negotiations)
15. ADJOURNMENT
16. Minutes 3/8/10
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SOMERS BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ninth District Road
Somers, CT  06071

www.somers.k12.ct.us

MINUTES OF THE MEETING – February 22, 2010

Members Present: D.Palmer, R.Lees, T.Potrikus (arrived at 7:45 p.m.- attended BOF meeting), 
A.Kirkpatrick, S.Bollinger, B.Devlin, J.Taylor, M.Marquardt

Members Absent: J. Formeister
Administrators Present: M.Suffredini (arrived 7:20 p.m. – attended BOF meeting), N. Barry, 

B.Boutwell, G.Cotzin, R. Kepner, K.Pezza, R. Riola
Staff Present: None in attendance
Citizens Present: C.Manning
Students Present:  Three students in attendance
Student Representatives:   None in attendance
Others:

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Chairman 
Palmer in the Mabelle B. Avery Middle School-BOE Board Room. 

2.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 February 8, 2010 Regular Meeting – It was MOVED (B. Devlin) SECONDED (J. Taylor) to 

approve the February 8, 2010 Board of Education regular meeting minutes as presented.  
PASSED 7-0

4.0 AUDIENCE TO CITIZENS/STAFF/STUDENTS 
4.1 Student Handbook Presentation

Building principals presented the reformatting of the student handbooks.  The administrators 
worked together to create a consistent format and content with all handbooks across the district. 
Notification required by Federal legislation and BOE policies are included in all student 
handbooks.  Style, content and design are unique to each school.  

There was discussion as to what is included in the handbooks and how policy information will 
be kept current.

5.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
 CABE policies are now online.
 Discussion of letter to the Somers Public Library.

6.0 OPPORTUNITY TO ADD/DELETE AGENDA ITEMS
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7.0 CONSENT AGENDA
7.1 Approval of Bills 2/22/10 ($330,026.28)

It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the 2/22/10 Bills in the amount 
of $330,026.28 as presented.

7.2 Requests for Leaves
7.2.1 It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the child-rearing leave 

request from M.Cianci through the 2010-2011 school year as presented. PASSED 7-0
7.2.2 It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the child-rearing leave 

request from N.Dzicek through November 31, 2010 as presented.  PASSED 7-0
7.2.3 It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the leave of absence 

request from H.Lazeren through the 2010-2011 school year as presented.  PASSED 7-0
7.2.4 It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (J.Taylor) to approve the child-rearing request 

from M.Shannon through November 28, 2010 as presented.

8.0 NEW BUSINESS  
8.1 Second Warning/Adoption of DBS Codes 4112.2, 4112.5/4.212.5 and 5.112

These policies were first warned at the February 8th BOE meeting.
It was MOVED (J.Taylor) SECONDED (B.Devlin) adopt DBS Codes 4112.2, 
4112.5/4.212.5 and 5.112 as presented.  PASSED 8-0

9.0 OLD BUSINESS

10.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
10.1 District Grants Update

B.Boutwell presented an update on the district grants.

Mr. Boutwell explained that the increase in grant money was due to ARRA stimulus funds 
received by the district.  This funding is for a two-year period and will expire after next 
year. 

10.2 Annual Scheduling – Class Size
Somers High School Principal, Gary Cotzin, presented a projected class sections report for 
the 2010-2011 school year and the expected class sizes for each core discipline.  This is a 
preliminary report based on student requests and there will be changes as the actual 
scheduling is done.

11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11.1 Budget

No report.

11.2 Curriculum 
R.Lees presented an update on the Curriculum Committee meeting that was held prior to 
the BOE meeting.  The committee reviewed the revised Curriculum Development Guide, 
the high school science electives and Tech Ed textbooks.

11.3 Policy 
A meeting is scheduled for February 25th.

11.4 Salary & Negotiations 
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A meeting will be scheduled.

11.5 Planning 
No report.

11.6 Other Committees
 

12.0 OTHER 

13.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) SECONDED (M.Marquardt) to move into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 
8:45 p.m. for the purpose of negotiations and legal matters.  PASSED 8-0

The Board came out of Executive Session at 10:03 p.m.

14.0 ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED (B.Devlin) and SECONDED (J.Taylor) to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Somers Board of Education at 10:04 p.m.  PASSED 8-0

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Lees, Jr., Secretary

These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.













DBS CODE:  4122

PERSONNEL:

Student Teachers:

The Somers Board of Education shall accept their reasonable responsibilities for the preparation 
and encouragement of high quality student teachers who will eventually become educators of the 
country’s young people.

Under the direction of the Superintendent, student teachers may be placed in the schools for the 
practice teaching experience.  Care shall be exercised in the selection and placement of student 
teachers to the extent that the practice teaching experience benefits the student teacher without 
jeopardizing the education of the youngsters with whom the student teacher works.

Acceptance of a student teacher for training in his classroom shall be voluntary on the part of the 
Somers teacher.

The Board of Education endorses participation in undergraduate student teaching programs with 
colleges and universities for the purpose of training competent future teachers. Student teachers 
will be accepted on a limited basis and placed according to availability of competent cooperating 
teachers.

The Board of Education authorizes the Superintendent of Schools to approve all prospective 
student teachers. Decisions to place a student teacher will be determined by the following:

1. Submission of a regular teacher application including copies of transcripts and references.

2. A screening and interview by the building Principal.

3. Recommendation by the building Principal to the Superintendent of Schools on accepting 
student teachers with the named cooperating teacher. (Normally no more than one student 
teacher will be assigned to a cooperating teacher in any given school year.)

4. The Superintendent of Schools may interview prospective student teachers and will make 
the final decision on acceptance of each student teacher.

5. The successful fulfillment of a criminal background check. (Effective July 1, 2010)

It is the responsibility of the Superintendent of Schools to notify the college or university of 
acceptance of student teacher(s).

Teachers who cooperate in training student teachers must be:

1. Tenured;
2. Successful teachers with good to outstanding evaluations;



3. Recommended by the Principal or Core Coordinator;
4. Participating on a voluntary basis.

(cf. 4112.5 – Security Check/Fingerprinting)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes
10-221d Criminal history records checks of school personnel. 
Fingerprinting. Termination or dismissed. (as amended by PA 01-173, PA 
04-181 and June 19 Special Session, Public Act No. 09-1)
29-17a Criminal history checks. Procedure. Fees.

Adopted:  April 27, 1981 
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