
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, January 9, 2012 7:00 PM
PPMS Library, 1 Route 164, Preston, CT 06365

I. Call to Order Speaker(s): John 
Moulson:  Chair

II. Pledge of Allegiance Speaker(s): John 
Moulson:  Chair

III. Approval of Minutes Speaker(s): John 
Moulson:  Chair

IV. Public Comment Speaker(s): John 
Moulson:  Chair

V. Board of Education Committee and Other Reports Speaker(s): John 
Moulson:  Chair

VI. Superintendent Reports, Recommendations and 
Goals Update

Speaker(s): Dr. 
Welch: Superintendent

VII. BOE Expenditure Report/Projection Report Speaker(s): Dr. 
Welch: Superintendent

VIII. Cafeteria Report Speaker(s): Dr. 
Welch: Superintendent

IX. New Business Speaker(s): John 
Moulson:  Chair

IX.A. Votes Required Speaker(s): John 
Moulson: Chair

IX.B. Discussion Speaker(s): Dr. 
Welch: Superintendent

X. Old Business

X.A. Votes Required Speaker(s): John 
Moulson: Chair

X.B. Discussion Speaker(s): John 
Moulson: Chair

XI. Information Speaker(s): John 
Moulson: Chair

XII. Date and Time of Next Meeting Speaker(s): John 
Moulson: Chair

XIII. Adjournment Speaker(s): John 
Moulson: Chair
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From the Superintendent’s Desk…

Following enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 by the Congress, many 
states in the country, including Connecticut, acted to develop so-called “curriculum 
frameworks” to help facilitate the law’s primary focus of ensuring that every American 
child receives a high quality, 21st century education that prepares him to succeed in the 
global economy.  

Each state’s frameworks are notable for the specification of learning standards or 
outcomes that students are expected to attain by subject, adjusted according to grade 
level.  

In response to the work done by the Connecticut Department of Education to develop 
frameworks, Preston Public Schools revised its curricula, curricula which may be readily 
accessed on our web page at http://www.prestonschools.org/curricula.html.  

One of the significant outgrowths accompanying the development of curriculum 
frameworks has been the corresponding emphasis placed on modifying student report 
cards to reflect student progress toward the attainment of those standards.  Thus the term 
“standards-based reporting” has come into vogue to distinguish it from traditional 
reporting practices.  

Here in Preston the effort to develop a standards-based reporting system began 2 years 
ago at Preston Veterans’ Memorial School and has now expanded to grade six at Preston 
Plains Middle School.  In 2009-2010, this reporting system will extend to grades seven 
and eight as well.  

As the following chart from Ken O’Connor’s book entitled, The Last Frontier:  Tackling 
the Grading Dilemma depicts, standards-based reporting looks very different from a 
traditional, grade-based reporting system:

Traditional Grading System Standards-Based Grading System
1. System is based on assessment methods 1.   System is based on learning                       
    goals and(quizzes, tests, homework,       performance standards.  One 
    and so on). One grade is given       grade is given for each learning 
    for each subject.                                                       goal.

          

http://www.prestonschools.org/


2.   Assessments are norm-referenced 2.   Standards are criterion                                                                          
and based on a percentage system.           referenced and proficiency 
Criteria are often unclear or                               based (using a limited of levels 
assumed.                to assess performance on a    

      scale).  Criteria and targets are
                  known to all.

3.  Use an uncertain mix of assessment  3.   Measure only achievement.      
     of achievement, attitude, effort, and        No penalties or bonuses are                 
     behavior.  Use penalties and extra credit.                     given.  Includes individual
     Include group scores.                                                    evidence only.

4. Score everything – regardless of              4.   Use only summative 
       purpose.        assessments for grading 

       purposes.

5. Include every score, regardless of              5.   Emphasize the most  recent
       when it was collected. Assessments        evidence of learning when
       record the average – not the best work.        grading.

6.   Calculate grades using the means.              6.   Use median, mode, and 
       professional judgment to
      determine grades.

7. Assessments vary in quality. Some              7.   Use only quality assessments
       evidence comes only from teacher        and carefully record data.
       recollection. 

8. The teacher makes decisions about               8.   Discuss all aspects of grading
       grading and announces these decisions         with students.
       to students.

What is important to understand about a standards-based versus traditional reporting 
system is the emphasis that the former system places upon communicating what students 
actually know and are capable of doing in response to clear standards.  Historically, 
traditional grading practices and reporting systems fail to address that point.  Rather, the 
emphasis has been placed on assigning a “value” (e.g., A,B,C etc.) to the apparent quality 
of a student’s achievement absent any analysis or comment about what that achievement 
comprises.  

In the final analysis, Preston Public Schools has taken a very significant step in 
acknowledging the limitations of its previous and arguably dated student reporting 
system by creating a far more authentic and transparent alternative.  Perhaps its only 
drawback is length; it requires far more space to address the important learning standards 



developed for each subject and grade level.  However, that seems like a small price to pay 
in order to better inform parents about what their child is learning in school.  
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