
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, May 10, 2010 7:00 PM
PPMS Library, 1 Route 164, Preston, CT 06365

I. Call to Order Speaker(s): Pauline 
Andruskiewicz: Chair

II. Pledge of Allegiance Speaker(s): Pauline 
Andruskiewicz: Chair

III. Approval of Minutes Speaker(s): Pauline 
Andruskiewicz: Chair

IV. Public Comment

V. Board of Education Committee and Other Reports Speaker(s): Pauline 
Andruskiewicz:  Chair

VI. Superintendent Reports and Recommendations Speaker(s): Dr. 
Welch: Superintendent

VI.A. BOE Expenditure Report/Projection Report Speaker(s): Dr. 
Welch:  
Superintendent

VI.B. Preston Cafeteria Profit and Loss Report Speaker(s): Dr. Welch
VII. New Business Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz: Chair
VII.A. Votes Required Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz: Chair
VII.B. Discussion Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz:  Chair
VIII. Old Business Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz:  Chair
VIII.A. Votes Required Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz: Chair
VIII.B. Discussion Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz: Chair
IX. Information Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz: Chair
X. Date and Time of Next Meeting Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz:  Chair
XI. Executive Session Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz:  Chair
XII. Adjournment Speaker(s): Pauline 

Andruskiewicz:  Chair



Board of Education Regular Meeting
April 06, 2010 07:00PM
PVMS Library

1. Call to Order  
Pauline Andruskiewicz called the meeting to order at 7PM. Other Members Present:  
James Jancewicz, Charles Raymond, Sandra Gauthier and Dan Harris.  Deborah 
Burke-Grabarek arrived at 7:01PM.  John Moulson arrived at 7:45PM.  Also 
Present:  Dr. Welch; Superintendent, Gloria Homiski; Recording Secretary, Ivy 
Davis; Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Special Education, Gary Miller; 
Interim Business Manager. Audience: Kathryn Walsh; Principal PVMS, Ray Bernier; 
Principal PPMS, Mike House; Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds, Patricia 
Hibbard; Transportation Supervisor, Susan Strader, Andrew Bilodeau, Amy 
Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Clancy, Bill Legler, Norm Gauthier, Stacy Wilbur, and 
Julianne Hanckel from The Day.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Approval of Minutes
Moved, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 2-8-10.  
Andruskiewicz/Burke-Grabarek.  Unanimous.  Motion Carries.

Moved, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 3-8-10.  
Jancewicz/Burke-Grabarek.  Unanimous. Motion Carries.

Moved, to approve the minutes of the special meeting of 3-15-10.  
Gauthier/Andruskiewicz.  Unanimous. Motion Carries.    

4. Public Communications and Comments   
Mr. Clancy reviewed his letter from Pauline Andruskiewicz.  He would like 
further explanation on some of his initial questions.   

Susan Strader asked if the board would either change the number of student days 
on the calendar or build in snow days.  Dr. Welch explained that per contract, 
teachers work 187 days and students are entitled to 184 days of instruction.

Bill Legler stated that he believes there should be more outside input in the 
BOE Budget. Dr. Welch explained that typically there is but in this case, the 
budget reflects a 0% increase. 

5. Board of Education Committee and Other Reports  
Transportation Sub-Committee Meeting (Dr. Welch, Gary Miller, Charles Raymond 
and John Moulson)
Monday, April 26, 2010
7PM, PVMS Library 

6. Superintendent Reports and Recommendations  
Special Town Meeting, Thursday, April 8, 2010
7:30PM, PVMS 
Legal opinion is that neither the Board of Finance nor a Town Meeting has the 
authority to dictate to a BOE how the BOE shall expend its operating budget.   

6.1. BOE Expenditure/Projection Report  
Gary Miller reviewed both the BOE Expenditure/Projection Report and the 
Cafeteria Report. No anticipated problems at this time. 



6.2. Preston Cafeteria Profit and Loss Report  

7. New Business  
7.1. Votes Required  
Ad Hoc School Consolidation Sub-Committee 
Dr. Welch explained that the potential exists for PVMS and PPMS to consolidate 
in the near future.  He is waiting for another enrollment projection from a 
statistician. Grades PK through 8 would be housed in PVMS.  PPMS would be used 
for school and Town offices. The sub-committee should meet, review data and 
report back to the board at their June meeting.  

Moved, to establish an Ad Hoc Sub-Committee of the board pursuant to policy 9132 
to investigate in conjunction with the superintendent the possible consolidation 
of both schools at Preston Veterans’ Memorial School for the 2011-2012 school 
year and, furthermore, to report out its preliminary findings and 
recommendations at the board’s June 14 meeting.  Andruskiewicz/Burke-Grabarek.  
Unanimous.  Motion Carries.  

Per Policy 9132, Pauline Andruskiewicz appointed Jim Jancewicz, Deborah Burke-
Grabarek and Dan Harris to serve on this Ad Hoc Committee.

Preston Board of Education Employee 403(b) Plan
Gary Miller presented this plan to the board.  It is the method by which 
employee/employer contributions to 403(b) accounts will be handled.  
Moved, to table the Preston BOE Employee 403(b) Plan until the May 10th BOE 
Meeting. Jancewicz/Burke-Grabarek.  Unanimous.  Motion Carries.  

Preston BOE Policy 5141.27 Students: First Aid/Emergency Medical Care (first 
read)  
Preston Public Schools has 4 AEDs.  Two were acquired through the fire 
department and two were acquired through a grant.  Therefore it is necessary to 
approve a policy for their use.  Interested staff members will be trained in the 
use of the AEDs on June 25th. 

Preston BOE Policy 5117.1 Students:  Designated High School Policy (first read)
The policy was modified to include 2 new high school choices; Thames River 
Academy and Community Connections High School. It was also modified to delete 
Ledyard High School’s tuition program as a choice for Preston students.  

It was the consensus of the board to add the 2 new high school choices to the 
policy but not to delete Ledyard’s tuition program as an option. The policy will 
be modified and brought back to the board on May 10th. 

Preston BOE Policies: 4000 Series: Personnel
Moved, to take the agenda out of order to review 7.2 Discussion before the 4000 
Series of Policies.  Raymond/Jancewicz.  Unanimous. Motion Carries.
  
7.2. Discussion  
2010-2011 School Calendar
Dr. Welch presented the School Calendar to the board.  He explained that the 
area schools had limited success in combining their calendars. Preston therefore 
prepared their calendar after the approval of NFA’s calendar.  
Dan Harris questioned the number of half days on the calendar.  Dr. Welch stated 
that the calendar would be reviewed and brought back to the board on May 10th.   



Number of Administrators in the Preston School District
Moved, to have the Ad Hoc Committee look at the possible consolidation of 
schools as well as the current number of administrators in the school district.  
This Ad Hoc Committee is to be comprised of three BOE members, one parent and 
one non-parent elective.  Moulson/Raymond.  Andruskiewicz, Harris, Gauthier also 
in favor.  Burke-Grabarek and Jancewicz opposed.  Motion Carries.  

Moved, to rescind the earlier motion to establish an Ad Hoc Sub-Committee of the 
board pursuant to policy 9132 to investigate in conjunction with the 
superintendent the possible consolidation of both schools at Preston Veterans’  
Memorial School for the 2011-2012 school year and, furthermore, to report out 
its preliminary findings and recommendations at the board’s June 14 meeting.  
Moulson/ Harris.  Andruskiewicz, Gauthier, Burke-Grabarek, Raymond in favor.  
Jancewicz opposed.  Motion Carries.  

8. Old Business  
8.1. Votes Required  
FY11 Proposed Budget
The board reviewed the budget and all of its back up information as presented by 
Gary Miller.  

John Moulson was concerned that the Town Meeting Scheduled for April 8th might 
affect the BOE budget. He also asked to see the number of students/teachers in 
each class/grade before voting.  

No action was taken on the FY11 budget.

Moved, to appropriate a sum not to exceed $25,000 in FY10 for the board’s share 
of the cost associated with acquiring Phoenix, a financial software package.  
Andruskiewicz/Burke-Grabarek.  Unanimous. Motion Carries.  

Moved, to table the review of the 4000 policies until the May 10th meeting.  
Jancewicz/Raymond.  Unanimous.  Motion Carries.  

Moved, to add to the next meeting the topic of revision of Policy 3160: Budget 
Administration: Transfer of Funds.  Moulson/Jancewicz.  Unanimous. Motion 
Carries.

8.2. Discussion  

9. Information  

10. Date and Time of Next Meeting  
May 10, 2010
7PM, PVMS Library

11. Adjournment 
Moved, to adjourn the meeting at 10:24PM.  Harris/Jancewicz.  Unanimous. Motion 
Carries.   



































































PRESTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
             2008/2009 Calendar2010-2011 Calendar
Web Site Address: www.prestonschools.org

                                                                                                     
                        First Day of School is 9/1/09 Half Day        
                 First Day of School is 9/1/10 Full Day                     

           First Day of School 8/30/07 (full day)                                                                                                                                HOLIDAYS AND VACATIONS
   TELEPHONE & FAX  NUMBERS LABOR DAY 9/6/2010

August 0 PVMS 887-3113 COLUMBUS DAY 10/11/2010
M T W T F FAX 889-5478 VETERANS' DAY 11/11/2010

Preston Plains 889-3831 THANKSGIVING VACATION 11/25/10-11/28/10
FAX 204-0126 WINTER BREAK 12/24/10-1/2/11

Superintendent 889-6098 M. L. KING DAY 1/17/2011
FAX 889-8685 PRESIDENTS' DAY 2/21/11-2/22/11

30 31 Special Services      889-6098 GOOD FRIDAY 4/22/2011
SPRING VACATION 4/18/11-4/24/11

February 18 MEMORIAL DAY 5/30/2011
September 20 M T W T F

M T W T F 1 2 3 4
1 2 3 7 8 9 10 11 SHORTENED DAYS: HOLIDAYS, CONFERENCES, PROF. DEV.

6 7 8 9 10 14 15 16 17 18 HOLIDAYS     
13 14 15 16 17 21 22 23 24 25 Thanksgiving                               11/25/2009       11/24/10
20 21 22 23 24 28 Winter Break                               12/23/2009  12/23/2010
27 28 29 30 Last Day of School      6/14/2011

                                              PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
                      March 23 Elementary/Middle 12/15/10 and 12/16/10

October 20 M T W T F Elementary/Middle             3/23/10 and 3/24/103/23/11 and 3/24/11
M T W T F 1 2 3 4 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

1 7 8 9 10 11
4 5 6 7 8 14 15 16 17 18 Elementary/Middle 10/13/10, 11/19/10, 1/14/11, 2/18/11, 4/7/11, 5/5/11

11 12 13 14 15 21 22 23 24 25
18 19 20 21 22 28 29 30 31 FULL DAYS (NO SCHOOL)PROF. DEV.
25 26 27 28 29 Staff Days                                                                                                8/30/10 and 8/31/10

April 16 Elementary/Middle         10/21/08        1/29/099/15/2010
M T W T F                                                                             

1  
November 19 4 5 6 7 8                                                                                            

M T W T F 11 12 13 14 15     
1 2 3 4 5 18 19 20 21 22                                           SCHOOL HOURS       SCHOOL HOURS                                       
8 9 10 11 12 25 26 27 28 29 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PK-5                                             8:50AM to 3:10PM                                                    8:50AM to 3:10PM

15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26 May 21 MIDDLE SCHOOL 6-8                8:25AM to 3:00PM
29 30 M T W T F

2 3 4 5 6 MARKING PERIODS 
9 10 11 12 13 Marking Period Ends: 12/3/10      and       3/11/11

December 17 16 17 18 19 20  
M T W T F 23 24 25 26 27 Report Cards: 12/13/10    and      3/21/11

1 2 3 30 31  
6 7 8 9 10 SHORTENED-DAY SCHOOL HOURS

13 14 15 16 17 June 10 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PK-5                       8:50AM to 1:00PM         8:50am to 1:00pm
20 21 22 23 24 M T W T F MIDDLE SCHOOL   6-8                 8:25AM to 1:00PM                                   8:25am to 12:45pm               8:25am to 12:45pm                            
27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3

6 7 8 9 10
January 20 13 14 15 16 17 CMT DATES March 1 - March 11     2011

M T W T F 20 21 22 23 24
3 4 5 6 7 27 28 29 30
10 11 12 13 14 Last Day of School TOTAL SCHOOL DAYS
17 18 19 20 21                                                                 6/14/11   Half Day
24 25 26 27 28 Total Days 184 School will close upon the completion of 184 days of school.  Barring cancellations due to 
31 inclement weather or extenuating circumstances, the last day of school will be June 14th.

 

           Approved by the Preston BOE 4/7/08                                                                                        
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