
Policy Subcommittee Meeting
Wednesday, October 22, 2025 7:00 PM
Meeting Access: Policy Subcommittee (10/22/25 at 7:00 p.m.) Web: 
https://zoom.us/j/92763608606 Dial In: (929) 205-6099 Meeting ID: 927 6360 
8606, 33 Route 37, New Fairfield, Connecticut 06812

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

II.A. September 24, 2025 - Special
III. INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS

III.A. Policy 5131.6 – Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco

III.B. Policy 7000 - Concepts and Roles in Planning for 
Educational Facilities

III.C. Policy 1321.2 – Public Videotaping of Educational 
Activity

IV. OTHER

V. ADJOURNMENT



 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION, NEW FAIRFIELD, CT 

Policy Subcommittee Meeting 

 

Name of Subcommittee: Policy     Meeting type: Special 

Date of Meeting: 9/24/25     Place of Meeting: Zoom 

Members present: Kathy Baker, Kimberly LaTourette, Samantha Mannion 

Members absent:  Amy Johnson 

Other attendees: Ken Craw, Kris Woleck, Ed Sbordone 

Minutes submitted by:  Kathy Baker 
Meeting Access: Policy Subcommittee (9/24/25 at 7:00 p.m.) Web: 

https://zoom.us/j/97284658195 Dial In: (929) 205-6099 Meeting ID: 972 8465 8195 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  

II.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. May 20, 2025   

Samantha Mannion made a motion to approve the minutes.  All in favor. 

   

III. INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS 

A.   Policy 5135.1 - Bus Conduct 

 We want to change the policy to reflect NFES and to include K-3 as needing an adult. If a family 

has a special circumstance, there is a form to fill out.  

B.  Policy 5118.2 – Educational Opportunities for Military Children 

This policy allows students to stay in the district if their parent is deployed or relocated with a 

grace period of how long they can remain. It gives more stability to the families.  

C.   Policy 5144.12 – Challenging Behavior Response Policy 

This policy is required by the state. Our policy is a concise policy based on CABE and Shipman, 

but made more specific to NFPS. It is intended to couple with the school climate policy that was 

adopted in the spring. This policy helps guide our response to the wide range of behaviors that the 

schools are experiencing. It also includes looking at it via a disciplinary lens. Dr. Woleck 

highlighted the district practices in regard to this policy. Samantha asked about what the levels 

are and how they are applied. They are located in the code of responsibility and respect.  

Kim and Sam questioned the impact of restorative practices versus other tools.  

D.   Policy 1321.2 - Public Videotaping of Educational Activity – Samantha brought 

this up as a concern for safety and that we need to audit policies to ensure that they are up to date 

and reflective of the world today. Technology is different and needs to be addressed. Sam wants 

to ensure that we are covered from a FERPA perspective. The first paragraph could be adjusted to 

include language around FERPA and safety.  Ken will rewrite the paragraph to address the 

concerns to apply some additional protection.  

 

Motion:  To bring Policy 5135.1, Policy 5118.2 and Policy 5144.12 to the full Board 

Made by:  Samantha Mannion     Seconded by: Kim LaTourette 

Recording of Vote:  All in favor  

Motion:  To table Policy 1321.2 pending further information 

Made by:  Samantha Mannion     Seconded by: Kathy Baker 

Recording of Vote:  All in favor  

 

IV.  OTHER  

 

V. ADJOURNMENT  

Motion to adjourn: Made by:  Samantha Mannion  Seconded by:  Kim LaTourette 

Recording of vote:  All in favor                             Meeting adjourned at:  7:42 p.m. 
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Students 
 

Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco  

 

 

I. Definition of Terms 

 

“Drug/Mood Altering Substance/Alcohol” shall include any alcohol or malt beverage, 

and drug listed as a controlled substance, chemical, abused substance or medication for 

which a prescription is required under the law, and/or any substance which is intended to 

alter mood.  Examples of the above include, but are not limited to: beer, wine, liquor, 

marijuana, hashish, chemical solvents, glue, look alike substance and any capsules or 

pills not registered with the nurse, annotated within the student’s health record and given 

in accordance with the school district policy for the administration of medication to 

students in school. 

 

Drugs are defined as any substance other than food or water that is intended to be taken 

or administered (ingested, injected, applied, implanted, inhaled, etc.) for the purpose of 

altering, sustaining, or controlling the recipient’s physical, mental, or emotional state.  

Drugs may include, but not be limited to, alcoholic beverages; controlled substances such 

as marijuana, hallucinogens, cocaine, barbiturates, amphetamines, narcotics; and non-

authorized prescription drugs. 

 

Controlled substances, for purposes of this policy shall include all controlled substances 

prohibited by federal and state law, look-alike drugs, alcoholic beverages, anabolic 

steroids, drug paraphernalia, any volatile solvents or inhalants, such as but not limited to 

glue and aerosol products, and prescription or patent drugs, except those for which 

permission for use in school has been granted pursuant to Board policy. 

 

Under the influence, for purposes of this policy shall include any consumption or 

ingestion of controlled substances by a student. 

 

Electronic nicotine delivery system means an electronic device that may be used to 

simulate smoking in the delivery of nicotine or other substance to a person inhaling from 

the device, and includes, but is not limited to, an electronic cigarette, electronic cigar, 

electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe or electronic hookah and any related device and any 

cartridge or other component of such device. 

 

“Child Study Team” is a multi-disciplinary team composed of school personnel. This 

team has been trained to understand and work on the issues of adolescent chemical use, 

abuse, and dependency and will play a primary role in the identification and referral 

process of students coming to their attention through the procedures outlined in this 

policy.  The team will enlist the resources of a licensed drug and alcohol facility when 

professional assessment and/or group programs are recommended. 
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Students 

 

Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco  

 

 

I. Definition of Terms (continued) 

 

“Chemical Abuse Specialist” is a community-based chemical abuse specialist with 

expertise in the area of chemical dependency and school based assessment (such as those 

resources and personnel from a licensed drug and alcohol facility to be utilized by the 

New Fairfield Public Schools). 

 

“Distributing” is to deliver, sell, pass, share or give any tobacco, alcohol, drug or mood 

altering substance as defined by this policy from one person to another or to aid therein. 

 

“Possession” is to possess or hold, without any attempt to distribute any tobacco, 

alcohol, drug or mood-altering substance determined to be illegal, or as defined by this 

policy. 

 

“Drug Paraphernalia” includes any utensil or item which in the school’s judgment can 

be associated with the use of drugs, alcohol, or mood-altering substances.  Examples 

include but are not limited to roach clips, pipes, bowls, crack vials, miniature cocaine 

spoons and tobacco rolling paper. 

 

Liquid nicotine container means a container that holds a liquid substance containing 

nicotine that is sold, marketed or intended for use in an electronic nicotine delivery 

system or vapor product, except “liquid nicotine container” does not include such a 

container that is prefilled and sealed by the manufacturer and not intended to be opened 

by the consumer. 

 

Vapor product means any product that employs a heating element, power source, 

electronic circuit or other electronic, chemical or mechanical means, regardless of shape 

or size, to produce a vapor that may or may not include nicotine that is inhaled by the 

user of such product. 

 

CBD, for purposes of this policy, is defined under federal law as a cannabis product with 

less than 0.3% tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) on a dry weight basis. It is also referred to as 

hemp. (Nonprescription CBD products that are available have not been approved by the 

U. S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for any use.) 

 

Tobacco includes, but is not limited to cigarettes, cigars, snuff, smoking tobacco, 

smokeless tobacco, nicotine, nicotine delivering devices, chemicals, or devices that 

produce the same flavor or physical effect of nicotine substances; and any other tobacco 

or nicotine innovations. 

 



P5131.6(c) 
 

 

 

Students 

 

Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco (continued) 

 

II. Alcohol and Drugs 

 

The New Fairfield Board of Education recognizes the harmful effect that substance abuse 

can have on a student and the student’s peer group. For this reason, a student on school 

grounds or at a school-sponsored activity at any time or at any location who is under the 

influence of alcohol, drugs or mood-altering substances or possesses, uses, manufactures, 

dispenses, sells or aids in the procurement of alcohol, narcotics, restricted drugs, mood-

altering substances, or any substance purported to be a restricted substance or over-the-

counter drug shall be subjected to discipline pursuant to the Board of Education policies 

and regulations, as described in Expulsion and Suspension Policy 5114. 

 

Possessing, using, or transmitting any substance which is represented to be or looks like a 

narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, alcoholic 

beverage, stimulant, depressant, or intoxicant of any kind, including such substances that 

contain chemicals which produce the same effect of illegal substances including but not 

limited to Spice and K2 and bath salts are addressed by this policy. 

 

The New Fairfield School System will, in a coordinated effort, attempt to respond openly 

and effectively to the uses and abuses of drugs, alcohol and mood-altering substances by 

members of the student population. This effort, through the curriculum, community 

support and resource services, such as those provided by a licensed drug and alcohol 

facility, and strong, consistent administrative rehabilitative and disciplinary procedures, 

will work to educate, prevent and intervene in the use and abuse of all drug, alcohol, and 

mood altering substances by its student population. 

 

Disciplinary action taken by District officials against a student for the use, sale, or 

possession of marijuana (cannabis) on school premises or at any District/school 

sponsored activity, on or after January 1, 2022, shall not result in any discipline, 

punishment, or sanction greater than that which a student would face for the use, sale, or 

possession of alcohol. (C.G.S. 10-221(d), as amended by P.A. 21-1, June Special Session, 

Section 19) 

 

III. Tobacco 

 

For purposes of this policy, “use of tobacco” shall mean all uses of tobacco, including but 

is not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, snuff, blunts, bidis, pipes, chewing tobacco, or any 

other substance that contains tobacco or nicotine, and all other forms of smokeless 

tobacco, rolling papers and any other items containing or reasonably resembling tobacco 

or tobacco products.  In order to protect students and staff, the Board prohibits the use of 

tobacco or nicotine-based products in school buildings, on school grounds, in school 

vehicles, or at any school-related event. 
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Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco 

 

III. Tobacco (continued) 

 

In the face of overwhelming evidence about smoking as a health hazard, and in keeping 

with the teachings in our school curriculum, and as a further deterrent and prevention 

against smoking by young persons, the New Fairfield Board of Education institutes the 

following policy: 

 

1. Smoking and the use of tobacco products is prohibited in school buildings, on 

school property, at school activities, and on school buses at all times. All schools 

are “Drug-Free School Zones.” 

 

2. Visible display and/or possession of tobacco products by students is prohibited on 

school property.  

 

3. The New Fairfield Board of Education authorizes the principal and/or designee of 

New Fairfield High School to notify and provide statements or other assistance to 

the New Fairfield Police Department with respect to violations by students of the 

CT General Statutes prohibiting smoking in public buildings. 

 

Any student (over the age of sixteen) found to be in violation of this policy will be 

subject to arrest by the New Fairfield Police Department who may issue smoking policy 

violators a Superior Court enforced ticket in compliance with the Connecticut General 

Statute. 

 

IV. School Guidelines 

 

As an extension of this policy, the New Fairfield Board of Education directs the 

Superintendent to develop guidelines to be used by all school district personnel in 

responding to drug, mood-altering substance, and alcohol-related situations. 

 

As an integral part of the New Fairfield Public Schools, Tobacco, Alcohol and Other 

Drug guidelines represent one component in a district-wide effort to respond effectively 

to tobacco, drug, mood-altering substance and alcohol-related situations that may occur at 

school or at school-sponsored activities.  These guidelines are also intended to provide a 

consistent disciplinary means to respond to tobacco, alcohol and other drug-related 

incidents.  The New Fairfield Public Schools will provide a safe and healthy environment 

for students with due consideration for their legal rights and responsibilities.  The Board 

reserves the right to use any extraordinary measures deemed necessary to control 

substance abuse even if the same is not provided for specifically in any rule or regulation 

enumerated herein. 
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Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco (continued) 

 

V. Instruction 

 

Students will receive instruction emphasizing the effect of alcohol, nicotine, tobacco, and 

drugs on health, character, and personality development wherever appropriate in the 

health education program and such other contexts which touch on the subject. 

 

VI. Cooperation with Community and Parents 

 

Any effort put forth by the New Fairfield Public Schools to address alcohol, drugs and 

tobacco usage requires support from all parents and cooperation from the community in 

order to be effective. 

 

VII. Medical Marijuana 

 

Although possession and use of marijuana for certain medical conditions, consistent with 

Connecticut’s P.A. 12-55, “An Act Concerning the Palliative Use of Marijuana,” as 

amended by P.A. 16-23, is no longer a crime in Connecticut, the possession and use of 

marijuana remains illegal under federal law. Consistent with federal law, including the 

Controlled Substances Act and the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act, the use and 

or possession of marijuana continues to be prohibited while a student is on a school bus, 

at school, on school grounds or at a school-sponsored activity. The District will continue 

to enforce its policies regarding controlled substances and any students who violate 

District policy prohibiting the use, sale or possession of illegal drugs in District facilities 

and school property will be subject to disciplinary and criminal action. 

 

VIII. Use of CBD Products 

 

Students are prohibited from possessing, using, selling, delivering, or manufacturing any 

substance containing cannabidiol (CBD) or tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), regardless of 

whether it constitutes a controlled substance under federal law. 

 

Students are prohibited from being under the influence of any controlled drugs, narcotic, 

substance or any mind-altering substance or intoxicant, illegal or legal, specifically any 

product with cannabidiol (CBD), whether hemp or cannabis, and regardless of the 

amount of THC (tetrahydrocannabinol) in the product or the extent to which it is legal or 

illegal under state law. 

 

Legal Reference:  Connecticut General Statutes 

1-21b Smoking prohibited in certain places. 

10-19 Teaching about alcohol, nicotine or tobacco, drugs and acquired 

immune deficiency syndrome. Training of personnel. 
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Legal Reference:  Connecticut General Statutes (continued) 

10-154a Professional communications between teacher or nurse and 

student. Surrender or physical evidence obtained from students. 

10-220b Policy statement on drugs. 

10-221(d) Boards of education to prescribe rules, policies and procedures 

re sale or possession of alcohol or controlled drugs. (as amended by P.A. 

21-1, June Special Session, Section 19) 

2la-240 Definitions dependency producing drugs. 

21a -240(8) Definitions “Controlled Drugs,” dependency producing drugs. 

21a-240(9) Definitions “controlled substance.” 

21a-243 Regulation re schedules of controlled substances. 

21a-408 et. seq. Palliative Uses of Marijuana (as amended by P.A. 16-23) 

53-198 Smoking in motor buses, railroad cars and school buses. 

P.A. 11-73 An Act Regulating the Sale and Possession of Synthetic 

Marijuana and Salvia Divinorum. 

P.A. 12-55 An Act Concerning the Palliative Use of Marijuana. 

P.A. 16-23 An Act Concerning the Palliative Use of Marijuana. 

Federal Regulation 34 CFR Part 85 Drug-free Schools & Communities Act. 

20 U.S.C. Section 7181 et. seq., No Child Left Behind Act. 

New Jersey v. T.L.O, 469 U.S. 325 (1985). 

Veronia School District 47J v. Acton, 515 U.S. 646. (1995) 

Board of Education of Independent School District No 92 of Pottawatomie 

County v. Earls 01-332 U.S. (2002). 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy adopted: June 16, 2005 NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy revised: April 26, 2012 New Fairfield, Connecticut 

Policy revised: May 2, 2013 

Policy revised: March 6, 2014 

Policy revised: November 2, 2016 

Policy revised: December 3, 2020 

Policy revised: March 3, 2022 
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Concepts and Roles in Planning for Educational Facilities 

 

Construction   

 

This policy governs major renovation and construction projects which are determined through 

budgetary process.  Projects which are implemented by the local legislative body and are not 

maintenance oriented are governed by this policy.  For Cap and Non projects see Policy 7110.  

Regular maintenance and repair are part of ongoing operations and are not governed by this policy. 

 

Concepts and Roles in Planning for Educational Facilities 

 

It shall be the policy of the Board of Education to plan for educational facilities.  The Board shall 

maintain an instrument for determining the need for new facilities or for major facility 

improvements.  The instrument shall be reviewed at least biannually. The instrument may 

incorporate local demographics, community use of educational facilities, projected enrollments, 

local educational philosophies and policies, existing and planned educational programs, existing 

facilities, and the ability of the local electorate to provide needed facilities. 

 

The policy reflects the responsibility of the Board of Education to plan for education facilities and 

the local legislative body's responsibility to raise funding for and to construct needed educational 

facilities.  This policy governs major renovation and construction projects.  The definition of a 

major renovation or construction project is determined through budgetary process. Projects which 

are implemented by the local legislative body and are not maintenance oriented are governed by 

this policy.  

 

A. Goals and Objectives  

 

(1) Identify an educational need for a new facility or renovation to an existing facility. 

 

 (2) Plan for a new facility or renovation to an existing facility.   

 

 (3) Gain public approval for the construction or renovation of a facility.  

 

(4) Construct or renovate a facility in cooperation with the Town’s Permanent Building 

Committee. 

 

B. Assumptions 

 

This policy assumes all educational programs will be housed in spaces that comply with 

all applicable building codes and regulations.  Further, this policy assumes that spaces 

provided to educational programs shall not hinder the attainment of educational goals and 

objectives and that the goal of the Board of Education is to provide facilities with the best 

possible conditions for attaining educational goals. 
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Concepts and Roles in Planning for Educational Facilities (continued) 

 

C. Community 

 

(1) It is recognized that public educational facilities are constructed primarily for public 

educational activities, but are owned by the public and will be made available for 

public use wherever that use does not adversely effect educational activities.  The 

design of educational facilities shall take into consideration public use and make 

accommodations for that use wherever practical and consistent with building use 

practices. Some of the community uses which shall be considered include 

recreation, use of facilities for emergency shelters and by non-profit organizations. 

 

(2) Community demographic information will be considered. Information to be 

considered shall include road maps with existing and planned sidewalks, maps and 

descriptions of existing and planned industrial and housing changes, population 

statistics and local and regional planning studies past, present, and future. 

 

D. Enrollment 

 

The projection of student enrollment is an essential element in educational facility 

planning. However, any projection is based upon assumptions and subject to inherent 

weaknesses. Projections will be considered the best estimate at a given point in time.  

Therefore, enrollment projections shall be updated annually or when new data becomes 

available or when assumptions change or prove untrue.  

 

(1) The methods that may be used to predict enrollment include cohort survival, 

students per dwelling unit and/or percentage of total population. 

 

(2) Some of the statistics concerning enrollment which will be maintained include the 

past 5 (five) year enrollment, 8 (eight) year predictions, and enrollment summaries 

by school for past year, present year, and next year.  Other statistics will include 

non-public school enrollment by grade level and students with identified learning 

disabilities by district and by grade for each school.  Existing school districting 

maps and plans to redistrict will be included. 

 

E. Educational Philosophies and Policies 

 

To the extent that educational philosophies and policies affect facilities, they will be 

considered in the development of the educational facility plans. 
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Concepts and Roles in Planning for Educational Facilities (continued) 

 

F. Educational Programs 

 

Educational facilities must be based on the activity to be housed.  Facilities that do not 

conform fully hinder fulfillment of the goals and objectives of the programs housed as well 

as the philosophy and objective of the curriculum. 

 

G. Facilities 

 

 Planning for educational facilities will take into consideration the capacity of existing 

facilities and systems and their adequacy to house existing educational programs and the 

physical condition of the facilities. 

 

 (1) The instrument will consider individual building inventories consisting of 

construction dates, renovation dates, floor plans, legal capacity by space, type of 

construction, listing of educational spaces and handicap access information.  Such 

information will also be shared with the Town’s Permanent Building Committee. 

 

 (2) Retirement of Buildings  

 

 A building operated by the school district may be retired from use when the Board 

of Education determines that it is no longer useful to the district and/or is unsuitable 

to the current needs or projected needs of the district.  Recognizing that the closure 

of a facility may well be an emotional one, the Board of Education will appoint a 

committee representing a cross-section of opinion in the school district and the 

community as well as representing the people in the area served by the facility to 

study the issue and to recommend alternatives for the Board to consider, including 

retirement, alternative use, remodeling, continuation in use, or any other 

recommendations the committee might choose to make. 

 

 When a building is retired and determined to no longer serve an educational purpose 

it shall be returned to the Town and shall no longer be operated or maintained by 

the Board of Education. 

 

 (3) Naming of Facility 

 

 It shall be the prerogative of the Board of Education to establish the need and 

appropriateness for naming any school unit, which includes all outdoor and indoor 

facilities of the school.  When the need has been determined, guidelines will be 

established by the Board of Education and input will be sought from members of 

the community. 
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Concepts and Roles in Planning for Educational Facilities (continued) 

 

Ordinarily a facility will not be renamed unless the current name becomes obsolete 

or inappropriate because of the community it serves or the program it houses. The 

approval to name a facility or recognize a donor will not last beyond the reasonable 

life of the facility. 

 

If the Board chooses to recognize a major donor in its naming of facilities, the Board 

will incur no obligation to the donor beyond the agreed upon recognition. 

 

The Board recognizes the New Fairfield Rebels Hall of Honor to be the preferred 

forum to honor individuals and groups who have made significant contributions to 

the school community.  

 

No plaques, signs or memorials in recognition, honor or memory of any person or 

organization shall be placed in or on any school facility without the 

recommendation of the Superintendent and the approval of the Board.  

 

H. Finance 

 

 The Town has the responsibility of funding the construction of educational facilities. The 

Board of Education recognizes the need to plan new facilities, in cooperation with the 

Town’s Permanent Building Committee, within the Town's ability to pay.  Therefore, 

liaison shall be established with the Town when a particular need is determined for new 

facilities or for improvement to existing facilities. After a project has been identified an 

estimate of the cost will be developed and given to the Town for consideration and 

inclusion in the Town's long-range Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

 All possible sources of funds that will help defray direct costs to the local taxpayers 

including, but not limited to, State Department of Administration Services grants and 

Federal grants will be investigated.  Funding options shall be discussed with the Board of 

Finance as early as possible following identification for the need of a construction project.  

 

I. Conclusions 

 

 A list of facility inadequacy and/or future needs shall be developed and presented to the 

Board of Education for their consideration.  
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Concepts and Roles in Planning for Educational Facilities (continued) 

 

 

Legal Reference: New Fairfield Code of Ordinances, Division 8, Building Committee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy adopted: May 1, 2003 NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy revised: June 21, 2007 New Fairfield, Connecticut 

Policy revised: June 19, 2008 

Policy revised: December 4, 2008 

Policy revised: June 6, 2019 

Policy revised: June 5, 2025 
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Public Videotaping of Educational Activity 

 

The Board of Education (Board) hereby establishes limits on the use of recording equipment in 

order to minimize disruption and protect instructional time essential to improving student 

achievement. Any recording activity, even activity permitted under this policy, will be prohibited 

if the activity creates a disruption to the education process, or creates a safety and security risk. 

 

Definitions 

 

Visual Recording: Registering visual images on film, tape, digitally or by other mechanical or 

electronic means. 

 

Audio Recording: Registering sounds on tape, digitally or by other mechanical or electronic 

means. 

 

Outside Entity: Any individual, group, organization or corporation other than the administration, 

officers, staff or students of the District or individuals authorized to act on behalf of the District. 

 

Recording by Outside Entities 

 

The Board prohibits the use of video or audio recording equipment on District property or at 

District activities by outside entities without permission from the Superintendent or his/her 

designee unless authorized by law. 

 

This prohibition shall not apply to: 

 

1. Performances or activities to which the general public is invited, such as athletic 

competitions, concerts and plays. 

2. Recording of staff for the sole purpose of professional training or development. 

3. Open meetings of the Board or committees appointed by or at the direction of the Board. 

4. Outside entities, including student-initiated groups, using or renting District facilities in 

accordance with Board policies and established administrative procedures. 

 

Recording by District Personnel 

 

The District may make audio or visual recordings to provide security, to maintain order, for 

professional staff development use or for other purposes related to furthering the educational 

mission of the District. This may include the use of video equipment in school buildings and on 

District transportation. No recording equipment will be placed in areas of the building where the 

occupant would have a reasonable expectation of privacy, such as restroom facilities or locker 

rooms. Recordings by and on behalf of District personnel that include students and are 

considered student records will be maintained in accordance with the Family Educational Rights 

and Privacy Act (FERPA) and other applicable laws. 
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Public Videotaping of Educational Activity (continued) 

 

Recording by Students 

 

The District limits the use of video or audio recording equipment on District property or at 

District activities by students unless: 

 

1. Required by a school-sponsored class or activity. 

2. At performances or activities to which the general public is invited such as athletic 

competitions, concerts and plays. 

3. At open meetings of the Board of Education or committees appointed by or at the 

direction of the Board. 

4. As otherwise permitted by the Building Principal or classroom teacher. 

 

Recording of Meetings 

 

The Board of Education recognizes a parent’s/guardian’s right to record a PPT meeting held 

pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

 

The Board prohibits the use of audio, video, or other recording devices at other meetings held 

between District employees and parents/guardians. Exceptions to this prohibition will be made 

only in accordance with Board policy and law.  Requests for such exceptions must be made 

within a reasonable period of time prior to the scheduled meetings.  This prohibition does not 

apply to conversations held within view of District security cameras or devices. 

 

(cf. 1112 – News/Media Relationships) 

(cf. 1112.6 – Video Taping of Staff/Students) 

(cf. 5125 – Student Records; Confidentiality) 

(cf. 5131.11 – Video Cameras on School Buses) 

(cf. 5131.111 – Video Surveillance) 

(cf. 9320 – Board Meetings) 

(cf. 9322 – Public and Executive Sessions) 

(cf. 9326 – Taping of Meetings) 

 

Legal Reference: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §§1400-1487, 

34 C.F.R. Part 300 

 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §1232g 34 

C.F.R. Part 99 

 

Policy adopted: November 17, 2011  NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy amended: June 21, 2018 New Fairfield, Connecticut 

 


	Agenda
	I. CALL TO ORDER
	II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	III. INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS
	IV. OTHER
	V. ADJOURNMENT
	Policy minutes spec 9/24/25  
	Policy 5131.6 Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco 
	Policy 7000 Concepts and Roles in Planning for Educational Facilities 
	Policy 1321.2 Public Videotaping of Educational Activity

