
Curriculum/Instruction Subcommittee
Monday, September 23, 2024 7:00 PM
Meeting Access: Curriculum Subcommittee (9/23/24 at 7:00 p.m.) Web: 
https://zoom.us/j/93013456075 Dial In: (929) 205-6099 Meeting ID: 930 1345 
6075, 3 Brush Hill Road, New Fairfield, CT 06812

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

II.A. May 28, 2024 – Regular

III. INFORMATION ITEMS 

III.A. NFPS Curriculum Design Overview (Curriculum 
Goal)

III.B. PK-12 Science Curriculum Design 
Update (Curriculum Goal)

III.C. NFMS Project Reach Program Update (Instruction 
Goal)

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
V. OTHER

VI. ADJOURNMENT



Motion to adjourn:  Made by:  Tim Blair   Seconded by: Greg Flanagan  

Recording of vote:  All in favor     Meeting adjourned at: 8 p.m.  

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION, NEW FAIRFIELD, CT 

Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting 

 

Name of Subcommittee:  Curriculum                                                                  Meeting type: Regular 

Date of Meeting:  5/28/24                                                                       Minutes submitted by: Kathy Baker 

Members present:  Kathy Baker, Tim Blair, Greg Flanagan (arrived after start of the meeting), Sue Huwer 

Members absent:   

Other attendees: Ken Craw, Kristine Woleck, James D’Amico, William Jones, Heidi Edel, Dom 

Cipollone 

Place of meeting:  Meeting Access: Curriculum Subcommittee (5/28/24 at 7:00 p.m.) Web: 

https://zoom.us/j/94943172328 Dial In: (929) 205-6099 Meeting ID: 949 4317 2328 

 

Meeting called to order: at 7:00 p.m.  

 

II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A.  May 6, 2024 – Special Meeting  

Motion: To approve the minutes of May 6, 2024, as presented 

Made by: Sue Huwer       Seconded by: Kathy Baker 

Recording of vote:  In favor:  Kathy Baker, Tim Blair, Sue Huwer 

 

III.  INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS        

A. K-12 Social Studies / US History Overview 

New standards have been released so we will have to craft a new curriculum anyway. New social study 

standards reinforce the work that we have already been doing. It has increase on content and 

inquiry, focusing on civics and being part of a community, gives details across the grades. Will Jones 

gave background on how they think about developing the curriculum. Greg Flanagan asked about summer 

reading requirements.  Primary schools partner with the town library. High school does not have any 

requirements.                                                                                                                                                                    

 B.  NFPS 2024 Summer Curriculum Projects                                                                                            

It is going to be a busy summer. The projects for the summer have synergy and align to the goals that we 

have aligned to around curriculum, instruction and wellness.  

Curriculum - Understanding by Design Institute, Prek-12 Science and Social Studies 

Instruction - Vision of Learner Competency 

Wellness - 9-12 Developmental Guidance, Family Education Series 

Professional Learning Prep 

K-5 Literacy Planning and Prep 

 C.  K-5 Elementary School Structure - Curriculum & Instruction - As we look at the consolidation of 

the 2 schools into one named school, it will be discussed in each subcommittee to see if there are any 

issues, concerns, etc. The K-5 tools are K-5 anyway, so having it all together is good. There are many 

other benefits to having K-5 all under one roof. When a school reaches 20 EL students, we have to have 

different services in place. We have to think about bilingual needs.                                                                                                             

D.  February 2025 NFHS France Study Trip - This trip is in February, and Heidi Edel will be leading 

it. We have about four students who may be interested. The students would stay in host family homes. We 

would have a comprehensive waiver packet. There would be background checks similar to what happens 

in the US. Joel Barlow has been partnering with this school for the past 15 years. It would be one student 

for each family.  

Motion: To bring this international trip for the full Board for approval                                                       

Made by: Greg Flanagan                  Seconded by: Kathy Baker        

Recording of vote:  In favor:  Kathy Baker, Tim Blair, Greg Flanagan, Sue Huwer 

IV.   OTHER – none 



NFPS Curriculum Design 

September 23, 2024
New Fairfield Public Schools

BOE Curriculum Sub-Committee Presentation



Curriculum is the way in which learning content standards and 
performance expectations are designed and organized at the district, grade, 
or course level to define what students should understand, know, and be 
able to do.  

Standards serve as anchors for curriculum; but curriculum is designed to 
frame meaning for those standards, deepen understanding, and 
ensure relevance and transfer of learning for students.

What is Curriculum?



● Curriculum reflects and is grounded in a shared vision for 
teaching and learning. 

● Systems and structures for curriculum foster 
coherence and consistency.

● A curriculum design process is strengthened through 

collaboration and communication. 

Guiding Principles



About Curriculum Design
Curriculum design is an ongoing cycle that allows for analysis, design, 
implementation, reflection, and revision of discipline-specific 
content, student outcomes, and learning experiences. 

This iterative process attends to alignment with standards, depth of 
learning that is responsive to students, and  both horizontal and 
vertical articulation in support of New Fairfield Public School’s vision 
of a learner.



Curriculum Development  
Process

Vision

    Collaboration and Communication

Sy
st

em
s

Structures

Design & Develop
Study & Research

ImplementMonitor, Review, 
Revise



Curriculum For the Student … How students learn, A changing world

Stage 2: 
Evidence

Stage 3: 
Learning Plan

○ Putting Students at the Center

○ Top 20 Principles from Psychology for PreK-12 Teaching and Learning, p. 6

○ Mind, Brain, and Education

○ Media Literacy Education and AI

What does this mean for curriculum design?

Active Engagement, Student Voice, Relevance, Critical Thinking, Feedback,  
Goal-setting, Reflection, Self-assessment, Connections

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QM8bgp2Q6KzYG50sVx0qrF4g3iA5Jx-X/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpYn3Mmb-6ZD84CvLlh5IT-on6j7vK7t/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eDvN8MczTOpJ8Dx2-bUU-g54pxRiuAV8/view
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/education-now/24/04/media-literacy-education-and-ai


Stage 2: 
Evidence

Stage 3: 
Learning Plan

Deep Learning AND 
Learning that Transfers



Stage 1: 
Intended Outcomes

Stage 2: 
Evidence

Stage 3: 
Learning Plan

Understanding by Design (UbD) 







“The best test preparation is teaching for understanding and transfer 
in authentic and engaging ways, while giving students some practice 
in the test format.”   - J. McTighe



SCIENCE 

CURRICULUM WORK 

UPDATE  

2024-2025 



WHAT DO WE 

CURRENTLY 

DO? 
We examined our current practices, 

identified areas for improvement, and 

discussed changes.  



NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE 

STANDARDS (NGSS) 

 

As students move through the 

science program, the sophistication 

of student thinking should increase. 



TRANSFER GOALS  

 

•Describe how learning will be applied to new and varied contexts over time. 

•Give broader relevance and purpose to learning. 

•Should be small in number but big in scope. 

•In science, we look for students to transfer their understanding, knowledge, 

and skills to explain, ask questions, and understand novel phenomena. 



NFPS PreK-12 SCIENCE TRANSFER GOALS (DRAFT)  

 

➢Question and seek answers as they make sense of real-world phenomena. 

➢Model phenomena from multiple perspectives for understanding and 

communication to others. 

➢Collect and analyze data in order to derive meaning and support or refute 

an argument or claim. 

➢Engage in innovative thinking and design processes that can lead to 

solutions for complex problems in our world. 

Students will use their learning to:



WE RESTRUCTURED 

WHAT WE DO  

We followed the students' learning journey to 

develop a concept map grounded in standards, 

following student understanding, and promoting the 

transfer of knowledge to novel situations.  

 



CLASSROOM OBSERVATION AND DISCUSSION  
● We are using observation of student learning to inform our curriculum 

development so that it follows how students learn. 

● We are using modeling strategies to develop students' understanding of 

phenomena using macroscopic, sub-microscopic, and symbolic models. 

 

d



INTEGRATING NGSS DESIGN 

STANDARDS INTO STEAM 

 

MS-NGSS Content standards and Science and 

Engineering Practices (SEPs) are aligned in 

science classes and STEAM in grades 6, 7, and 8. 

This allows students to extend their learning to 

include engineering design. 



TEAMWORK  

Our Science Teachers, K-5 and 6-12 Science 

Curriculum and Instruction Leaders, and  Curriculum 

Link Leaders are all working together to write a 

student-centered, vertically articulated curriculum for 

teaching and learning under the direction and guidance 

of the Assistant Superintendent.  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