
Policy Subcommittee Meeting
Wednesday, September 27, 2023 7:00 PM
Meeting Access: Policy Subcommittee (9/27/23 at 7:00 p.m.) Web: 
https://zoom.us/j/99313934118 Dial In: (929) 205-6099 Meeting ID: 993 1393 
4118, 3 Brush Hill Road, New Fairfield, CT 06812

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

II.A. August 23, 2023 - Regular
III. ACTION ITEMS

III.A. Policy 1330 – Use of School Facilities (Field Fees)

IV. INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS

IV.A. Policy 5118 – Nonresident Students
V. INFORMATION ITEMS

V.A. Policy 5112 – Ages of Attendance (Kindergarten Age 
Requirement)

VI. OTHER

VII. ADJOURNMENT



 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION, NEW FAIRFIELD, CT 

Policy Subcommittee Meeting 
 

Name of Subcommittee:  Policy   Meeting type:  Regular 

Date of Meeting:  8/23/23   Place of Meeting: Zoom 

Members present:  Kathy Baker, Samantha Mannion, Amy Johnson,  

Members absent:  Stephanie Strazza 

Other attendees:  Ken Craw, Dominic Cipollone, James D’Amico, Allyson Story 

Minutes submitted by: Amy Johnson 

Meeting Access:  Policy Subcommittee (8/23/23 at 7:00 p.m.) 

Web:  https://zoom.us/j/92030226173  Dial In: (929) 205-6099   

Meeting ID:  920 3022 6173 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m.  

Samantha Mannion made a motion to elevated Dom Cipollone to voting status, seconded by 

Kathy Baker, all in favor.   

 

II.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. June 14, 2023 – Regular  

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the June 14, 2023, meeting as presented  

Made by: Samantha Mannion    Seconded by:  Kathy Baker 

Recording of Vote:  All in favor 

 

Motion:  To move Information Items IV.A. and IV.B. to the top of the agenda, before Action 

Items.  

Made by: Samantha Mannion    Seconded by: Dom Cipollone 

Recording of Vote:  All in favor 

 

IV.   INFORMATION ITEMS 

A. Policy 5131 – Conduct Codes – It is important to look at school culture and clearly 

outline student, parent, staff and administrator expectations.  During the summer retreat, the 

leadership team formulated an updated Code of Respect and Responsibility to foster a positive 

school climate and to be consistent across the district. Concerning the Safe School Pledge, parents 

review the pledge with their students, and both sign the document.  Concern was expressed about 

referencing other documents that do not clearly express the consequences for certain actions, and 

that any two students exhibiting the same behavior receive the same punishment.  The Code will 

be shared with the staff at the beginning of the year. 

B. Policy 5118 – Nonresident Students - This policy has been brought to the 

subcommittee for review because we have had instances of students attending school in our 

district who do not live in New Fairfield.  These situations have been reviewed by our district 

registrar and SROs.  A plan will be developed to review residency as students progress through 

the schools by conducting, for example, an audit, re-registration at intervals, etc. 

 

III. ACTION ITEMS 

A. SRO Memorandum of Agreement – The SRO Agreement will be reviewed by the   

Principals.  Changes to the document were reviewed.  The full Board would need to approve it in 

the future.   

Motion:  To approve the 2023 SRO agreement between DESPP and the New Fairfield Board of 

Education for consideration by the full Board. 

Made by: Samantha Mannion    Seconded by: Kathy Baker 

https://zoom.us/j/92030226173


 

 

Recording of Vote:  All in favor 

 

V.    OTHER – There is a quick link to the BOE policies on the home page of the NFPS district 

website. 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT  

Motion to adjourn: Made by:  Samantha Mannion Seconded by:  Dom Cipollone 

Recording of vote:  All in favor                             Meeting adjourned at:  8:10 p.m. 
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Community Relations 
 

Use of School Facilities 

 

 

The facilities of the New Fairfield Public Schools are available for reasonable use by 

organizations or groups within and outside the school system when they are not in use for school 

purposes. As Town facilities, the community and members of the system’s staff are encouraged 

to use them within the parameters of Board of Education policy and regulations. The Board shall 

grant the use of school facilities for activities of an educational, cultural, civic, social, 

recreational, governmental or general political nature which are sponsored by responsible local 

persons, organizations, agencies or institutions, as permitted under law. The Board reserves the 

right, as needed, to modify such use. 

 

The primary scheduling of facilities is for school-related activities and programs. Every attempt 

will be made to accommodate a community group if there is a conflict with a previously 

scheduled school function. 

 

All outside groups who use school facilities may be charged a building use fee that is established 

by the Board of Education. The building use form will be updated as needed to reflect rules 

governing the use of buildings and grounds as well as the fee structures the Board approved.  

 

Buildings and Grounds 

 

The Board shall endeavor to use the annual appropriation for the operation of schools for 

educational purposes and seek extra money for community use of buildings by Town or private 

agencies or individuals. 

 

Due to increased financial investments in classroom equipment, community groups will be 

assigned to multipurpose areas, like the cafeteria, and gymnasium, with very limited use of 

classrooms. The Board of Education reserves the right to limit the hours of use and access to 

buildings and grounds. All individuals or groups who apply to use school facilities must follow 

the district’s procedures. This includes the full completion of a building form ten days prior to 

use with the appropriate insurance on file. Food and beverages are only allowed in the cafeterias 

and any other area designated by the building administrators or the Superintendent of Schools.  

 

The Superintendent may exercise discretion in denying building use if an activity is deemed 

inconsistent with the Board policy. 
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Community Relations 
 
Use of School Facilities (continued) 

 

 

Protection of Grounds and Buildings 

 

Students should be allowed the use of school facilities for co-curricular activities, including 

clubs, recreational events, and other such related activities. These activities must be scheduled in 

keeping with normal school regulations and provide for supervision according to school rules. 

The advisors and chaperones of all student groups must familiarize themselves with current 

regulations for the use of school facilities. 

 

Types of Activities That Will Not Be Permitted 

 

1. Any purpose in conflict with the mission or goals of the school district. 

2. Fundraising campaigns except as permitted by Board of Education policy or with 

permission of the Superintendent. 

3. Any activity that may be injurious to the buildings, grounds or equipment of the schools. 

 

Loitering or Causing Disturbance 

 

All visitors must register in the school to be on school property during the school day and be 

issued a visitor’s badge that must be worn at eye level. Staff members should be alert to the 

possibility of unauthorized visitors and promptly report any concerns to the Principal. Any 

person shall be considered loitering on school grounds when s/he loiters or remains in or about a 

school building or grounds without any reason or relationship involving custody of or 

responsibility for a student or any other license or privilege to be there. Administrators may 

exercise discretion with respect to the use of outside facilities. 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

  10-239 Use of school facilities for other purposes. 

53a-185 Loitering in or about school grounds; Class C misdemeanor 

PA 97-290 An Act Enhancing Educational Choices and Opportunities  

Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. ss 4071-4074 

Good News Club v. Milford Central School, Sup. CT., 6-11-01 

 

 

Policy adopted: October 19, 2000 NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy amended:  July 11, 2002 New Fairfield, Connecticut 

Policy amended: April 26, 2012 

Policy amended: December 19, 2013 

Policy amended: June 4, 2015 

Policy amended: June 21, 2018 
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Appendix A 

 
Priority List for the Use of New Fairfield School Facilities 

 

The use of school facilities must be self-sustaining by any organization that plans to use a New 
Fairfield Board of Education facility. Every organization is responsible for the cost of utilities, 
cleaning, and maintaining the facility in good operational condition. Organizations that request 
the use of school facilities are categorized below. The reason for these categories is to 
differentiate fees according to the types of organizations and the benefit of the activities for the 
New Fairfield community. There are other considerations to be made that take into account the 
hours of an event, the number of people involved, custodial needs of an event and the number of 
activities that are already scheduled. It is understood that all activities under the jurisdiction of 
the Board of Education are exempt from this priority list and are always given first priority over 
others. Flat fees, rather than hourly fees, can be established for activities that meet regularly at 
the discretion of the Superintendent. 
 
1. Local Town Government Meetings 
 This category includes: 

• Official Town meetings and all regular meetings open to the general 
public in cooperation with the Board of Education. 

• Examples: Permanent Building Committee (PBC), Zoning meetings, 
Finance meetings, Board of Selectmen meetings, Town Meeting. 

 
2. Parent-Teacher and other School Associated Groups  
 This category includes: 

a. Activities sponsored, organized and supervised directly by the Parent-
Teacher Organizations or sponsored by the Board of Education and 
activities of other groups approved by the Board of Education. 

b. Examples: school clubs, DECA, FBLA, Booster clubs, National Honor 
Society, all PTO activities, extracurricular and co-curricular activities. 

 
3. Recreation for Children and Adults (non-profit organizations; community based) 

This category includes: 
• Park and recreation activities. 
• Non-Profit groups including Jaycees, Lions, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

Aquabears, swim clubs, wrestling clubs, soccer clubs, lacrosse clubs, Pop 
Warner Football, Babe Ruth Baseball, softball, Falcon Cheerleaders, Flash 
Track, Adult Education, and CCD. 

 
4. Private Events, Commercial Ventures or Fundraising Activities with Community 

Benefit 
This category includes: 

• Activities which charge admission and any commercial venture of definite 
cultural value for specific benefit to the New Fairfield Community. 

• Examples: Private sports clubs; private arts and crafts fair; Women’s and 
Men’s Clubs, Alumni groups, church groups, civic and fraternal programs. 

 
5. Private Events, Commercial Ventures or Fundraising Activities for Organizational 

Benefit 
This category includes: 

• Activities which charge admission and any commercial venture of definite 
cultural value for specific benefit of the organization. 

• Examples: commercial stage groups, private retail businesses, school of 
dance, Star-Search, private sports clubs; private arts and crafts fair; 
Women’s and Men’s Clubs, Alumni groups, church groups. 
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Appendix B 

New Fairfield Public Schools 
Facility Fees 

 
The following fees will be charged for the use of any New Fairfield Schools facilities (regardless of the 

school) room charges are by the hour and field charges are by the participant per field and per season, 

unless otherwise noted: 
 
Effective beginning July 1, 2018 
 
 
Category 

Per 
Classroom 
Conference 

Room 

 
 
Gymnasium 

 
 
Auditorium 

 
Cafeteria 
W/o 
Kitchen 

 
Cafeteria 
With 
Kitchen 

 
 
Pool 

 
Athletic 
Fields◊ 

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3 0*+ $20 $30 $15 $25 $40 $40**1  

+$5   **3 

or 

$65**2 

+$5   **3 

4 $10*+ $40 $60 $30 $50 $80 See 

Below** 

5 $25*+ $100 $150 $75 $125 $200 See 

Below** 

6 See Below** See Below** See Below** See 

Below** 
See 

Below** 
See 

Below** 

See 

Below** 

 

Category 3 1$40.00 per participant per season (Flash Track fee – 50% of prevailing rate per participant) 

2$65.00 per hour for camps or limited use (fewer than 40 hours) 
3
$5.00 additional per athlete seasonal charge for use of John John Pendergast Field 

(Parks & Rec fee – 50% of prevailing rate for use of any outdoor facility specified in the Field 

Policy Agreement) 

Category 4 $150.00 per hour for 1st day use per field   

  $100.00 per hour for any additional continuous days use per field 

  $50.00 per hour for a grounds man – Saturday – minimum 3 hours 

  $70.00 per hour for a grounds man – Sunday – minimum 3 hours 

  $25.00 per hour fee for lights per field 

Category 5 $200.00 per hour for 1st day use per field 

  $150.00 per hour for any additional continuous days use per field 

  $50.00 per hour for a grounds man – Saturday – minimum 3 hours 

  $70.00 per hour for a grounds man – Sunday – minimum 3 hours 

  $25.00 per hour fee for lights per field 

Category 6 Special Events - Cost to be determined by the Director of Buildings and Grounds  

  and the Director, Parks and Recreation, Buildings and Grounds. 

◊ Athletic Fields including Track and Tennis Courts, and John John Pendergast Field 

*The Board of Education may require a $500.00 cash bond posted for use of those areas that 

contain technology equipment. 
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Appendix B 

(continued) 

 

 

**The Board of Education may require a $300.00 cash bond posted for use of Athletic Fields. 

+ Classrooms at Consolidated School, Meeting House Hill School, and New Fairfield Middle 

School will not be available after 5:00 p.m. Other areas of these buildings will only be used after 5 

p.m. when larger spaces are not available at the high school. 
 

Custodial Fees- Besides a facility fee, there may also be a custodial fee for activities.  Custodial 

fees are required for those activities that: 
 

• Take place outside of normal work hours:  School Day: 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM/Vacation periods: 

7:00 AM to 3:00 PM or 

• Require excessive set-up or clean-up or 

• In some cases, when expected attendance exceeds 50 participants or 

• If schedule shows multiple activities at one time 

• When school is closed: Holidays, snow days, staff development days, all activities are cancelled. 
 

Note:  Facility fees and custodial fees are determined by the Schools’ Director of 

Building and Grounds under the direction of the Superintendent of Schools. 
 
Hourly Custodial Fees:  Monday-Saturday:  $35.85/hour 

     Sunday:  $47.46/hour 
 

Note: Any need for a Groundsman for use of Athletic Fields will be charged the same as the 

custodial fee. 
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Students 

 

Nonresident Students 

 

 

Definition 

 

A nonresident student is a student who: 

 

1. resides outside of the school district; or 

 

2. resides within the school district on a temporary basis; or 

 

3. resides within the school district on a permanent basis but with pay to the person(s) with 

whom the student is living; or 

 

4. resides within the school district for the sole purpose of obtaining school 

accommodations; or 

 

5. is placed by the Commissioner of Children and Youth Services or by other agencies in a 

private residential facility.  However, under this circumstance, a student may attend local 

schools with tuition paid by the home district unless special education considerations 

make attendance in local schools and programs inappropriate. A student not requiring 

special education who lives in town as a result of placement by a public agency (other 

than another Board of Education and except as provided otherwise in this paragraph) is a 

resident student.  A student requiring special education may attend local schools (with 

special education cost reimbursements in accordance with statutes), unless special 

education considerations make attendance in local schools and programs inappropriate. 

 

Nonresident Attendance Without Tuition 

 

Upon written parental request, nonresident students may be allowed upon recommendation of the 

Superintendent of Schools to attend district schools without tuition under one or more of the 

following conditions: 

 

1. A family moves from the district after January 1st of the school year and 

parent(s)/guardian(s) request that a student complete the marking period; 

 

2. A family residing outside of a district has firm plans to move into the school district 

within 90 calendar days as evidenced by a contract to buy, build, rent, or lease; 

 

3. A twelfth grade student and his/her family who are in residence through the last day of 

the first marking period of senior year wishes to complete his or her education in the 

district; 
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Students 

 

Nonresident Students (continued) 

 

4. Students reside temporarily within the district because of family changes or students 

attending local schools residing temporarily outside of the district because of family 

circumstances.  Approval shall not exceed three (3) calendar months; if subsequent 

approval is necessary, it shall be considered based upon information available at that 

time. 

 

5. Mental or physical health of the student as certified by a physician, school psychologist, 

or other appropriate school personnel. 

 

Exchange Students 

 

No tuition is required for foreign students living within the district under an approved and 

recognized foreign exchange program. Exchange students will be accorded all the rights and 

privileges of a resident student during the period of enrollment, which can not exceed a period of 

one school year. 

 

Nonresident Attendance  

 

With the exception of Sherman students attending New Fairfield High School, New Fairfield 

does not accept nonresident students. Students of nonresident staff may be considered for 

attendance contingent upon class size, transportation, and other considerations including 

disciplinary and attendance records. (See Policy 5118.111)  

 

Evidence of Residency 

 

The Superintendent of Schools or his/her designee shall require documentation of family and/or 

student residency, including notarized affidavits, provided that prior to a request for evidence of 

residency the parent or guardian, relative or nonrelative, emancipated minor, or student eighteen 

(18) years of age or older shall be provided with a written statement of why there is reason to 

believe such student's may not be entitled to attend school in the district.  An affidavit may 

require a statement or statements with documentation that there is bona fide student residence in 

the district, that the residence is intended to be permanent, that it is provided without pay, and 

that it is not for the sole purpose of obtaining school accommodations. 

 

Removal of Nonresident Student From District Schools 

 

If after a careful review of affidavits and other available evidence, the Superintendent of Schools 

or his/her designee believes a student is not entitled to attend local schools, the parent or 

guardian, the student if an emancipated minor, or a student eighteen (18) years of age or older 

shall be informed in writing that, as of a particular date, the student may no longer attend local 

schools, and the Superintendent shall notify the Board of Education (if known), where the 

student should attend school.  If after review district residency is established by the evidence, the 

parent or guardian, the student if an emancipated minor, or a student eighteen (18) years of age 

or older shall be so informed. 
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Students 

 

Nonresident Students  

 

Removal of Nonresident Student From District Schools (continued) 

 

If a student is removed from a district school for residency reasons the Superintendent of Schools 

or his/her designee shall:  1) inform the parent, guardian, emancipated minor, or student eighteen 

(18) years of age or older of hearing rights before the Board of Education and that the student/s 

may continue in local schools pending a hearing before the Board of Education if requested in 

writing by the parent, guardian, emancipated minor, or student eighteen (18) years of age or 

older 2) that upon request, a transcript of the hearing will be provided 3) that a local Board of 

Education decision may be appealed to the State Board and that the student/s may continue in 

local schools pending a hearing before the State Board if requested in writing by the parent, 

guardian, emancipated minor, or student eighteen (18) years of age or older 4) that if the appeal 

to the State Board of Education is lost, a per diem tuition will be assessed for each day a student 

attended local schools when not eligible to attend. 

 

Board of Education Hearing 

 

Upon written request, the Board of Education shall provide a hearing within ten (10) days after 

receipt of such request.  If there is a hearing, the Board shall make a stenographic record or tape 

recording of the hearing; shall make a decision on student eligibility to attend local schools 

within ten (10) days after the hearing; and shall notify the parent, guardian, emancipated minor, 

or student eighteen (18) years of age or older of its findings.  Hearings shall be conducted in 

accordance with the provisions of Sections 4-177 to 4-180 inclusive of Connecticut General 

Statutes. 

 

The Board shall, within ten (10) days after receipt of notice of an appeal, forward the hearing 

record to the State Board of Education. 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

   4-176e through 4-185 Uniform Administrative Procedure Act. 

   10-186 Duties of local and regional Boards of education re school 

attendance. Hearings. Appeals to state Board. Establishment of hearing 

board. 

   10-253 School privileges for students in certain placements and temporary 

shelters. 

 

 

Policy adopted:  October 19, 2000 NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy revised: June 16, 2005 New Fairfield, Connecticut 

Policy revised: December 20, 2007 

Policy revised: June 18, 2009 

Policy revised: November 17, 2011 

Policy revised: June 5, 2014 

Policy revised: October 30, 2014 

Policy revised: November 21, 2019 
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Form #1 
Verification of Residence 

 

NEW ENROLLEE/STUDENT TRANSFER/CHANGE OF ADDRESS  

(within New Fairfield) 

Parent/Legal Guardian Statement 

 

I, (print name) _________________________________________the parent or legal guardian of 

(name) ____________________________ (address) ____________________________ certify 

that the above named student actually lives full time (typically 7 days per week) at the above 

address.  The telephone number at the same address is _____________ and the telephone 

number in an emergency is _______________.  Grade __________. 

 

This information and the documents provided are accurate.  I authorize representatives of the 

New Fairfield Public Schools to verify this information, and I understand falsification of any 

information or documents required for this verification will result in revocation of registration 

for the student.  

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ___________________________________ Date: ____________ 

 

(FOR OFFICE USE ONLY) 

 

Residency Status: own  rent  reside with: _______________________ 

 

In order to verify district residence, parents or guardians, an emancipated minor or the child over 

18 must sign above and provide documents from the items listed below. 

 

__ 1. Copy of a Valid Connecticut Drivers License or Connecticut Department of Motor 

Vehicles Non-Driver Identification Card indicating New Fairfield residency 

  and 

__ 2. ___Warrantee Deed with Schedule A, or escrow papers 

   or 

 ___ Dated rental agreement 

  and 

__ 3. Copy of one of the following at address within the district in the parent's or guardian’s 

name: 

 ___ a. Utility bills (dated within the last three months) 

 ___ b. Notarized letter from landlord or owner acknowledging parent’s/guardian's and 

student's residence 

 ___ c. United States Postal Service On-line Official Change of Address Confirmation 

 

__ 4. Residency Affidavit forms to be filled out by person with whom family and student reside. 

Verification visit by Residency Confirmation staff will follow; child may attend school. 

 

__ 5. Verification visit by Residency Confirmation staff (for situations not covered by 1 and 2); 

child may not attend school until complete. 

 

 

Documents seen by: ____________________________ on ___________________________ 
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Page 1 of 4 

CONFIDENTIAL 

 

RESIDENCY AFFIDAVIT 
 

The New Fairfield Board of Education, in compliance with statute 10-253(d) of the State of 

Connecticut, requires this form to be completed for any student who claims residence in New 

Fairfield and is not residing with his or her parent(s) and whose parents are not residing in New 

Fairfield.  This form is required when there is a question about the child's actual residence.  The 

student, parent and person with whom the student is living must fill out this form together. 

 

Date: __________________ 

 

1. Student's Name ______________________________________DOB: _____________ 
    (Last) (First)  (Middle)  

2. Student’s New Fairfield Address ____________________________Tel. # __________ 
     (No. and Street) (Town) (State) 

3. Name of Person with Whom Student Lives ____________________________________ 

Relationship ____________________________________________________________ 

 Address ____________________________________________Tel. # _______________ 
   (No. and Street) (Town) (State) 

4. Date Student Moved Into New Fairfield________________________________________ 
         (Month) (Day) (Year) 

5. Student's Former Address 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
  (No. and Street)    (Town)    (State) 

6. Former School __________________________________ Grade __________ 

7. Name of Student's Father ___________________________________________ 

 Father's Address

 ________________________________________________________________ 
     (No. and Street)  (Town)  (State) 

8. Name of Student's Mother ___________________________________________ 

 Mother's Address

 _________________________________________________________________ 
    (No. and Street)  (Town)  (State) 

9. Name and Address of Student's Court Appointed Legal Guardian, if other than Parent: 

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________ 
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PARENT'S STATEMENT 

 

 

I, hereby, certify that ______________________ is my _________________________________ 
    (Student's Name)    (Relationship)  

and he/she resides with _____________________who is ________________________________ 
    (Name of Person)    (Relationship) 

at ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 (No. and Street)  (Town)   (State)   (Telephone #) 

 

I, further, certify that this is intended to be a bona fide permanent address at which my child will 

be living for _____ days and _____ nights per week and that I am not providing payment for 

having my child reside with  

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

I, further, certify that my son/daughter is not living with me because  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As a parent of the student named on this form, and as a nonresident of the Town of New 

Fairfield, I attest to the accuracy of the information contained in this form.  Further, I certify that, 

as a permanent resident of the Town of New Fairfield, the student is eligible for free school 

privileges.  I agree to notify school officials immediately regarding the termination of the 

student's permanent residency in the Town of New Fairfield, in which event the student will no 

longer be eligible for free school privileges.  Finally, I understand that, should the student be 

found to be attending New Fairfield Public School illegally, the Town of New Fairfield reserves 

the right to recover the costs for such education from me, the undersigned. 

 

I hereby certify that the said _____________________________________has full right to act in  
     (Person's Name) 

my child's behalf concerning any and all school disciplinary, administrative, and medical 

matters. 

 

 

_____________________________Signature of Parent  Date ___________________ 

 

_____________________________Notary Public   Date ___________________ 
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HOST’S/GUARDIAN’S STATEMENT 

 

I, hereby, certify that _________________________ is my ______________________________ 
    (Student's Name)      (Relationship)  

and he/she legally resides with me at________________________________________________.  
        (No. and Street)    

I, further, certify that this is intended to be a bona fide permanent address that this child will be 

living with me _____days and _____ nights per week, and that I am not receiving payment for 

having this child reside with me.  

 

I, further, certify that this child is residing with me because  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As the host/guardian of the student named on this form, and as a resident of the Town of New 

Fairfield, I attest to the accuracy of the information contained in this form.  Further, I certify that, 

as a permanent resident of the Town of New Fairfield, the student is eligible for free school 

privileges.  I agree to notify school officials immediately regarding the termination of the 

student's permanent residency in the Town of New Fairfield, in which event the student will no 

longer be eligible for free school privileges.  Finally, I understand that, should the student be 

found to be attending New Fairfield Public School illegally, the Town of New Fairfield reserves 

the right to recover the costs for such education from me, the undersigned. 

 

If you are the guardian of the student, please indicate the date and source of your 

authority: 

 

Date __________________ Authority _____________________________________________ 

 

I, __________________________________________, understand that I have full responsibility 
  (Person's Name) 

for this student concerning any and all school disciplinary, administrative, and medical matters. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Host/Guardian       Date   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Notary Public         Date   
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CERTIFICATION OF RESIDENCE 

(For student living in other than a rental unit dwelling) 

 

Date: ______________________________ 

RE: ______________________________ 

 

As part of our residency process, we are requesting that you as the landlord/owner of or the 

family residing at the following residence providing this notarized statement verifying that: 

 

Name of Student(s) _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Parent(s) ______________________________________________________________ 

  

Reside at the following address ____________________________________________________ 

 

I, _______________________________________ certify that the named student(s) and 

parent(s) 

 

(Landlord, Owner, Local Resident, Relative, Guardian, etc. - cross out what does not apply) 

 

(   ) live/rent, or (   ) reside with me at the above-listed address, in a home owned or occupied by 

me in the Town of New Fairfield. 

 

 

I realize that if I make a false statement as to residency, I may be held liable for a share of the 

cost for the education of said student if they, in fact, do not reside in New Fairfield. 

 

I understand that my failure to respond to this request, or that a perjured or fraudulent statement 

may lead to the disenrollment of the above-named student(s).   

 

I agree to immediately notify the New Fairfield Public Schools if this student ceases to reside at 

this address. 

 

Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

 

Signed and sworn to before me this ______ day of ______________________, 20____. 

 

___________________________________________________     

   Notary Public 

 

If you have any questions regarding this form, please contact: 

Superintendent of Schools 

New Fairfield Public Schools 

3 Brush Hill Road 

New Fairfield, CT 06812 



5118 
Form #3 

 

 

 

DATE:       

 

RE:      DOB: 

 

Dear: 

 

In order for a student to attend public school in New Fairfield, the child's parent or legal guardian 

must live in New Fairfield or you, the parent, must officially establish that your child resides 

in New Fairfield with "another person" under the following conditions: 

 

 1. Residency with another person is intended to be permanent. 

 2. Residency is provided without pay from the child's family. 

3. Residency is not for the sole purpose of obtaining school accommodations in the 

New Fairfield Public Schools. 

4. The other person signs a notarized affidavit (Host’s/Guardian's Statement) that 

your child is residing with them. 

5. You, the parent, submit a notarized Parent's Statement and Residency Affidavit. 

 

Enclosed is a four page form titled "Residency Affidavit" which contains the parent's and 

guardian's statement.  Please fill them out completely, having the parent's and guardian's 

statements notarized.  Please schedule an appointment with the Principal or his/her designee 

within ten (10) days to review this information. 

 

Unless we receive these documents which prove your child does have a permanent address in 

New Fairfield, we will, as described in the policy, begin disenrollment proceedings. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

 

        Principal 

 

 

 

cc: Superintendent 

 New Fairfield Resident 
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Form # 4 

 

 

 

 

DATE:       

 

RE:      DOB: 

 

Dear: 

 

Enclosed is a copy of the Residency Affidavit on file for the above named student as well as a 

Residency Affidavit Renewal Form. 

 

Please review the information on the original Affidavit, complete the Renewal form, and return 

both documents to me. 

 

This information must be returned by ____________________ in order to assure 

________________continued enrollment at _______________________School. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please feel free to call me at 

__________________. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

        Principal 
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NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

NEW FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 06812 

 

RESIDENCY AFFIDAVIT RENEWAL 

 

 

Date: _____________________________ 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 

I, __________________________, certify that the residency affidavit on file on behalf of my 
  (Name of Local Resident) 

 

________________________________,  _____________________________________, 
 (Relationship)       (Student’s Name) 

 

remains true.  The above named student resides with me at  

 

 ___________________________________________________, New Fairfield, Connecticut,  
    (Address) 

 

and the telephone number is  _____________________________. 

 

________________________________________________ 
   (Signature of Local Resident) 

 

 

 

Signed and sworn to before me this ______ day of ______________________, 20____. 

 

 

___________________________________________________     

  Notary Public 
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DATE:        

 

RE:      DOB: 

 

Dear: 

 

An investigation has been conducted to determine whether your child is a "permanent resident" 

of New Fairfield.  Our investigation leads us to conclude that your child is not a "permanent 

resident" of New Fairfield and is, therefore, denied enrollment in the New Fairfield Public 

Schools for the following reason(s): 

 

 We have established your permanent residence to be: ____________________. 

 

 We cannot find any permanent residence in New Fairfield for your child. 

 

We have been informed by _______________________ that your child 

___________________ has been with ______________________on a temporary basis 

and will be leaving this residence by _______________________. 

 

We were informed on _____________ by _______________ that your child, 

____________________, no longer resides in New Fairfield. 

 

You, as legal guardian of your child, have a right to a hearing on denial of school access based 

on residency by the New Fairfield Board of Education, at which time you may present evidence 

contrary to our investigation. 

 

Within ten (10) school days of your receiving this letter, you must notify me in writing that you 

want a hearing by the New Fairfield Board of Education because of denial of school 

accommodation. 

 

If no such request is received in ten (10) days, your child will not be allowed to attend school in 

the New Fairfield Public Schools. 

 

If you choose a hearing, you have the right to bring representation, and the hearing will be 

conducted in accordance with Connecticut General Statute 10-186. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

 

        Principal 

cc: Superintendent 

 Superintendent of Nexus Town 

 New Fairfield Resident 
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DATE:       

 

RE:      DOB: 

 

Dear: 

 

On ________________________ we sent you a registered letter outlining our investigation, 

which concluded that your child does not have a permanent residence in New Fairfield.  Further, 

we afforded you an opportunity to request a hearing by the New Fairfield Board of Education 

regarding eligibility for school accommodation in New Fairfield. 

 

As of this date, you have not responded to our correspondence.  Based on our investigation, we 

are denying school accommodation to and dis-enrolling 

_________________________________ as of this date.  If your child has any school property or 

personal items at ___________ School, please call ________________ to arrange an 

appointment to deliver or pick them up. 

 

We encourage you to contact the ____________________ Public Schools in order to enroll your 

child so that his/her education is not interrupted. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, do not hesitate to call me. 

 

         

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

        Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cc: Superintendent 

 New Fairfield Resident 
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Form #8 

Nonresident Student Request Form 

 

Nonresident Attendance without Tuition 

 

Upon written parental request, nonresident students may be allowed, upon recommendation of the 

Superintendent of Schools, to attend district schools without tuition under one or more of the following 

conditions.  

 

Please check appropriate reason: 

 

 A family moves from the district after January 1st of the school year and parent(s)/guardian(s) 

request that a student completes the marking period.  Moving date:   

 

 A family residing outside of a district has firm plans to move into the school district within 90 

calendar days as evidenced by a contract to buy, build, rent, or lease. 

A fully executed copy of the contract to buy, build, rent, or lease must be included with this 

request. 

Expected closing/rental date:   

            (Any change to the date must be submitted to the Office of the Superintendent in writing.) 

 

 A twelfth grade student and his/her family who are in residence through the last day of the first 

marking period of senior year wishes to complete his or her education in the district; 

 

 Student(s) reside temporarily within the district because of family changes or student(s) attending 

local schools residing temporarily outside of the district because of family circumstances. 

Approval shall not exceed three (3) calendar months.  If subsequent approval is necessary, it shall 

be considered based upon information available at that time. 

 

Briefly explain any pertinent information in support of this request. ______________________________ 

  

  

 Attach additional sheet if necessary. 

 

**Please note that if the request is granted, the parent/guardian is responsible for transportation to 

and from school. 

I attest to the accuracy of the information contained in this form. 

Parent/Guardian Name:   

Parent/Guardian Signature:   Date:   

Student Name and Grade:   

Present Address:   

Future Address:   

Phone Number(s):   

Email Address:   

(For office use only) Request Approved:  Denied:  

Date Family Notified:   

Rev. 10/19 



Continuity of Residency Verification Procedures
September 27, 2023

Newly Implemented Strategies for maintaining continuity of residency verification

1) Tax Department
a) Transfer reports of sold property

i) Home - Registrar will receive the list monthly and cross reference
Powerschool. If a student's address appears on the report we will verify
the new residence.

ii) Car De-Registrations - Working with the assessor to refine this process.
Currently they do not capture data on deregistration reasons - but
expansion is being pursued. If we have a suspicion regarding a student,
we can inquire if the family vehicle is still registered.

2) Post Cards
a) Post cards will be sent out First Class Mail at approximately $900 a batch, these

postcards will contain valuable school information (Notification of upcoming
events, or other pertinent information) If the recipient is no longer at the address
USPS will return the mail undeliverable. We will also contain a request to return
the post card (postage paid) if a new resident received the postcard.

3) Collaboration with First Student

a) Bus Driver’s are provided with student lists for each stop.
b) When a bus driver picks up a student that is not on their list, they let the

Dispatcher know upon their return to the office and contact is made to the
Registrar for follow-up.

c) All Address changes received by the bus company are forwarded to the registrar
for verification.

d) Information regarding bus stops is exclusively shared via the parent portal, no
requests for bus information (regarding additional stops) is provided.

Continued Strategies:

1) Lease / Host Verification
a) All leases are marked in Powerschool with their expiration date - documentation

of lease renewal needs to be supplied to continue enrollment
b) Annually host agreements must be recertified

Reviewed But Not Recommended Mitigation Strategies At This Time:

1) “Re-Enrollment”



a) A strategy was explored to target specific grades with additional yearly
verification - on top of the yearly forms. This process would essentially equate to
a re-enrollment process at fixed grade levels. After reviewing this strategy, and
discussing it with neighboring districts, it was found to be labor intensive and not
net abundant results. We believe implementation of the above strategies are
more targeted, less abrasive to our families, and a better return on investment of
labor for the district.
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Students 

 

Ages of Attendance 

 

 

In accordance with Connecticut General Statute 10-186, the Board of Education shall provide 

education for all persons, residing in the District, five years of age and older, having attained age 

five on or before the first day of January of any school year, and under twenty-one years of age 

who is not a graduate of a high school or vocational school, except as provided in Connecticut 

General Statutes 10-233c and 10-233d. For purposes of establishing the residency of a child of a 

member of the armed forces, as defined in C.G.S. 27-103, and who is seeking enrollment in a 

district school, in which such child is not yet a resident, the Board shall accept the military orders 

directing such member to Connecticut or any other documents from the armed forces indicating 

the transfer of such member to Connecticut as proof of residency in the District. 

 

Additionally, according to Connecticut General Statute 10-76d (b2), special education will be 

provided for children who have attained the age of three and who have been identified as being 

in need of special education, and whose educational potential will be irreparably diminished 

without special education. 

 

Parents and those who have the control of children five years of age and over and under eighteen 

years of age, are obligated by Connecticut law to require their children to attend public day 

school or its equivalent in the district in which such child resides, unless such child is a high 

school graduate or the parent or person having control of such child is able to show that the child 

is elsewhere receiving equivalent instruction in the studies taught in the public schools.  The 

parent or person having control of a child seventeen years of age must consent to such child’s 

withdrawal from school.  The parent or person shall exercise this option by personally appearing 

at the school district office to sign a withdrawal form. Such form shall include an attestation 

from a guidance counselor, school counselor or school administrator that this district has 

provided the parent or person with information on the educational opportunities available in the 

school system and in the community. 

 

The enrollment process shall be focused on obtaining only the information deemed necessary to 

establish residency and age. The District shall not request other information as a condition of 

enrollment or state in its policies or on its websites or otherwise, that other information is 

required to enroll children. The District shall immediately enroll a homeless child and allow such 

student to attend school even if the student is unable to produce records normally required for 

enrollment. Additional data collection may occur, but it must be completed in such a manner that 

does not interfere with the enrollment of a child in school. 

 

The parent or person having control of a child five years of age shall have the option of not 

sending the child to school until the child is six years of age. The parent or person having control 

of a child six years of age shall have the option of not sending the child to school until the child 

is seven years of age. 
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Students 

 

Ages of Attendance (continued) 

 

The parent or person having control shall exercise such option by personally appearing at the 

school district office and signing an option form. The district shall provide the parent or person 

with information on the educational opportunities available in the school system. 

 

The District, when determining residency, shall not request documentation of citizenship or 

immigration status of a child or the child’s parents/guardians. The Board believes such 

documentation is not relevant to establishing residency. 

 

In the establishment of residency, the Board will accept such documentation as, but not limited 

to, a lease agreement, mortgage document, property tax record, rent receipt, home owners 

insurance, current utility bill, current proof of government benefits, CT driver’s license, 

automobile registration or insurance.  An Affidavit of Residence, properly executed, shall also be 

acceptable. 

 

The above requirements are not to serve as barriers to immediate enrollment of students, 

designated as homeless or foster children as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

and the McKinney-Vento Act as amended by the ESSA. The District shall work with the local 

child welfare agency, the school last attended, or other relevant agencies to obtain necessary 

enrollment documentation. The District shall immediately enroll a homeless student and allow 

such student to attend school even if the student is unable to produce records normally required 

for enrollment. 

 

The parent/guardian of any child who is denied admission to school, or an emancipated minor, a 

student eighteen years of age or older, a homeless child or youth, or an unaccompanied youth 

who is denied schooling, or an agent or officer charged with the enforcement of attendance laws 

may request, in writing, a hearing by the Board of Education. Such hearing may be conducted by 

the entire Board of Education, or by a subcommittee of three Board members, or by a local 

impartial hearing Board of one or more persons not members of the Board of Education. 

 

A child who has attained the age of seventeen and who has voluntarily terminated enrollment 

with parental consent in the district's schools and subsequently seeks readmission may be denied 

readmission for up to ninety school days from the date of such termination unless such child 

seeks readmission to the District not later than ten (10) school days after such termination in 

which case the Board shall provide school accommodations to such child not later than three 

school days after such child seeks readmission. 

 

A child who has attained the age of nineteen or older may be placed in an alternative school 

program or other suitable educational program if he/she cannot acquire a sufficient number of 

credits for graduation by age twenty-one. 

 

(cf. 5111 - Admission/Placement) 

(cf. 5112 - Ages of Attendance) 

(cf. 6146 - Graduation Requirements) 
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Students 

 

Ages of Attendance (continued) 

 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

4-176e to 4-180a Agency hearings. 

4-181a Contested cases. Reconsideration. Modifications. 

10-15 Towns to maintain schools 

10-15c Discrimination in public schools prohibited.  School attendance by 

five-year-olds 

10-76a - 10-76g re special education 

10-184 Duties of parents (re mandatory schooling for children ages five to 

sixteen, inclusive) as amended by PA-98-243, and PA 00-157 

10-186 Duties of local and regional boards of education re school 

attendance.  Hearings. (as amended by P.A. 19-179) 

P.A. 19-179 An Act Concerning Homeless Students’ Access to Education. 

P.A. 21-86 An Act Concerning the Enrollment of Children of Members of 

the Armed Forces in Public Schools and the Establishment of a Purple Star 

School Program. 

Appeals to State Board.  Establishment of hearing board. 

“Guidance for Connecticut School Districts: Enrollment Process and 

Practice,” State Department of Education, December 2019. 

10-233a - 10-233f Inclusive; re: suspend, expel, removal of pupils 

10-233c Suspension of pupils 

10-233d Expulsion of pupils 

State Board of Education Regulations 

10-76a-1 General definitions (c) (d) (q) (t) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy adopted: March 21, 2002 NEW FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy readopted: June 16, 2005 New Fairfield, Connecticut 

Policy revised: March 5, 2020 

Policy revised: November 4, 2020 

Policy revised: December 2, 2021 
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Sample policy to consider. 

 

Students 

 

Ages of Attendance 

 

 

In accordance with Connecticut General Statute 10-186, the Board of Education shall provide 

education for all persons, residing in the District, five years of age and over, who reach age five 

on or before the first day of January (September 1st, effective July 1, 2024) of any school year, 

and under twenty-one (age twenty-two for special education students) who is not a graduate of a 

high school or vocational school, except as provided in Connecticut General Statutes 10-233c 

and 10-233d. For purposes of establishing the residency of a child of a member of the armed 

forces, as defined in C.G.S. 27-103, and who is seeking enrollment in a district school, in which 

such child is not yet a resident, the Board shall accept the military orders directing such member 

to Connecticut or any other documents from the armed forces indicating the transfer of such 

member to Connecticut as proof of residency in the District. 

 

Additionally, according to Connecticut General Statute 10-76d (b2), special education will be 

provided for children who have attained the age of three and who have been identified as being 

in need of special education, and whose educational potential will be irreparably diminished 

without special education. 

 

Parents and those who have the control of children five years of age and over and under eighteen 

years of age, are obligated by Connecticut law to require their children to attend public day 

school or its equivalent in the District in which such child resides, unless such child is a high 

school graduate or the parent or person having control of such child is able to show that the child 

is elsewhere receiving equivalent instruction in the studies taught in the public schools. Students 

under age eighteen are subject to mandatory attendance laws unless they are at least seventeen 

and their parent/guardian, or other person having control of the child, consents to such child’s 

removal from school. The parent or person shall exercise this option by personally appearing at 

the school district office to sign a withdrawal form. Such withdrawal form shall include an 

attestation from a guidance counselor, school counselor or school administrator of the school that 

this District has provided the parent or person with information on the educational opportunities 

options available in the school system and in the community. 

 

The enrollment process shall be focused on obtaining only the information deemed necessary to 

establish residency and age. The District shall not request other information as a condition of 

enrollment or state in its policies or on its websites or otherwise, that other information is 

required to enroll children. The District shall immediately enroll a homeless child and allow such 

student to attend school even if the student is unable to produce records normally required for 

enrollment. Additional data collection may occur, but it must be completed in such a manner that 

does not interfere with the enrollment of a child in school. 

 

The parent or person having control of a child five years of age shall have the option of not 

sending the child to school until the child is six years of age. The parent or person having control 

of a child six years of age shall have the option of not sending the child to school until the child 

is seven years of age. 
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Students 

 

Ages of Attendance (continued) 

 

The District, when determining residency, shall not request documentation of citizenship or 

immigration status of a child or the child’s parents/guardians. The Board believes such 

documentation is not relevant to establishing residency. 

 

In the establishment of residency, the Board will accept such documentation as, but not limited 

to, a lease agreement, mortgage document, property tax record, rent receipt, home owners 

insurance, current utility bill, current proof of government benefits, CT driver’s license, 

automobile registration or insurance.  An Affidavit of Residence, properly executed, shall also be 

acceptable. 

 

The above requirements are not to serve as barriers to immediate enrollment of students, 

designated as homeless or foster children as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

and the McKinney-Vento Act as amended by the ESSA. The District shall work with the local 

child welfare agency, the school last attended, or other relevant agencies to obtain necessary 

enrollment documentation. The District shall immediately enroll a homeless student and allow 

such student to attend school even if the student is unable to produce records normally required 

for enrollment. 

 

The parent/guardian of any child who is denied admission to the District’s schools, or an 

unaccompanied minor, a student eighteen years of age or older, a homeless child or youth or an 

unaccompanied youth who is denied schooling on the basis of residency, or an agent or officer 

charged with the enforcement of the laws concerning attendance at school may request, in 

writing, a hearing by the Board of Education. 

 

The parent or person shall exercise such option by personally appearing at the school district 

office and signing an option form. The District shall provide the parent or person with 

information on the educational opportunities available in the school system. 

 

A child who has attained the age of seventeen and who has voluntarily terminated enrollment 

with parental consent in the District’s schools and subsequently seeks readmission may be 

denied readmission for up to ninety school days from the date of such termination unless such 

child seeks readmission to the District not later than ten (10) school days after such termination 

in which case the Board shall provide school accommodations to such child not later than three 

school days after such child seeks readmission. 

 

A child who has attained the age of nineteen or older may be placed in an alternative school 

program or other suitable educational program if he/she cannot acquire a sufficient number of 

credits for graduation by age twenty-one. 

 

(cf. 5111 - Admission/Placement) 

(cf. 5118.1 - Homeless Students) 

(cf. 5118.3 - Children in Foster Care) 

(cf. 5112 - Ages of Attendance) 

(cf. 6146 - Graduation Requirements) 
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Students 

 

Ages of Attendance (continued) 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

4-176e to 4-180a Agency hearings 

4-181a Contested cases. Reconsideration. Modifications. 

10-15 Towns to maintain schools 

10-15c Discrimination in public schools prohibited.  School attendance by 

five-year-olds 

10-76a - 10-76g re special education 

10-184 Duties of parents (re mandatory schooling for children ages five to 

sixteen, inclusive) as amended by PA-98-243, PA 00-157, PA 09-6 

(September Special Session) and PA 18-15 

10-186 Duties of local and regional boards of education re school 

attendance. Hearings. (as amended by P.A. 19-179) 

P.A. 19-179 An Act concerning Homeless Students; Access to education 

Appeals to State Board.  Establishment of hearing board 

10-233a - 10-233f Inclusive; re: suspend, expel, removal of pupils 

10-233c Suspension of pupils 

10-233d Expulsion of pupils 

State Board of Education Regulations 

10-76a-1 General definitions (c) (d) (q) (t) 

P.A. 19-179 An Act Concerning Homeless Students’ Access to Education 

“Guidance for Connecticut School Districts: Enrollment Process and 

Practice,” State Department of Education, December 2019. 

P.A. 21-86 An Act Concerning the Enrollment of Children of Members of 

the Armed Forces in Public Schools and the Establishment of a Purple Star 

School Program 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (PL 107-110 Sec. 1032) 42 

U.S.C. §11431-11435, as amended by the ESSA, P.L. 114-95 

Federal Register: McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children & 

Youths Program, Vol. 81 No. 52, 3/17/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy adopted: 
rev 4/20 

rev 7/21 

rev 11/21 

rev 7/23 

Sample policies are distributed for demonstration purposes only.  Unless so noted, contents do not necessarily reflect official policies of the 

Connecticut Association of Boards of Education, Inc. 
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Another version to consider. 

 

Students 

 

Ages of Attendance 

 

 

Admission 

 

The Board of Education (Board) recognizes the statutory right of children residing in the District 

to be enrolled in school if residency and age are confirmed. However, homeless students shall 

not be required to show residency. 

 

For purposes of establishing the residency of a child of a member of the armed forces, as defined 

in C.G.S. 27-103, and who is seeking enrollment in a district school, in which such child is not 

yet a resident, the Board shall accept the military orders directing such member to Connecticut or 

any other documents from the armed forces indicating the transfer of such member to 

Connecticut as proof of residency in the District. 

 

District schools shall be open to all children five years of age and over who reach age five by 

December 31st (September 1st, effective July 1, 2024) of any school year. Each such child shall 

have, and shall be so advised by the appropriate school authorities, an equal opportunity to 

participate in the program and activities of the school system without discrimination on account 

of race, color, sex, religion, national origin or sexual orientation or gender identity or expression. 

Exceptions from routine admission may be made by the school Principal on the basis of 

supporting evidence from physical and psychological examinations. 

 

Parents and those who have the care of children age five to eighteen years of age inclusive are 

obligated by Connecticut law to require their children to attend public day school or its 

equivalent in the District in which such child resides, unless the parent or person having control 

of such child is able to show that the child is elsewhere receiving equivalent instruction in the 

studies taught in the public schools. All resident children under the age of twenty-one (age 

twenty-two for special education students) who have not obtained a high school diploma are 

entitled to attend a District school. The parent or person having legal guardianship of a child 

seventeen years of age must consent to such child’s withdrawal from school.   

 

The parent or person shall exercise this option by personally appearing at the school district 

office to sign a withdrawal form. Such withdrawal form shall include an attestation form a 

guidance counselor, school counselor or school administrator of the school that the District has 

provided the parent or person with information on the educational options available in the school 

system and in the community. If a child is eighteen years of age or older, he/she is not required 

to attend school. 

 

The parent or person having control of a child five years of age shall have the option of not 

sending the child to school until the child is six years of age by December 31st of any school 

year. The parent or person having control of a child six years of age shall have the option of not 

sending the child to school until the child is seven years of age by December 31st of any school 

year. 
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Students 

 

Ages of Attendance (continued) 

 

The parent or person having control shall exercise such option by personally appearing at the 

school district office and signing an option form. The District shall provide the parent or person 

having legal guardianship with information on the educational opportunities available in the 

school system. 

 

Each child entering the District schools for the first time must present a birth certificate or offer 

legal evidence of birth data, as well as proof of a recent physical examination and required 

immunizations. Other documents that may be accepted as proof of a child’s age include, but are 

not limited to, a photocopy of a birth certificate, earlier school records, state-issued identification 

document, driver’s license or passport, parent’s affidavit or unsworn statement as to a child’s 

age, physician’s certificate verifying a child’s age, or immunization records. If the parents or 

guardians of any children are unable to pay for such immunizations and/or physicals, the expense 

of such immunizations and/or physicals shall on the recommendation of the Board, be paid by 

the Town. Proof of domicile may also be requested by the Building Principal. 

 

The above requirements are not to serve as barriers to immediate enrollment of students, 

designated as homeless or foster children as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

and the McKinney-Vento Act as amended by the ESSA. The District shall work with the local 

child welfare agency, the school last attended, or other relevant agencies to obtain necessary 

enrollment documentation. The District shall immediately enroll a homeless student and allow 

such student to attend school even if the student is unable to produce records normally required 

for enrollment. 

 

The parent/guardian of any child who is denied admission to the District’s schools, or an 

unaccompanied minor, a student eighteen years of age or older, a homeless child or youth or an 

unaccompanied youth who is denied schooling on the basis of residency, or an agent or officer 

charged with the enforcement of the laws concerning attendance at school may request, in 

writing, a hearing by the Board of Education. 

 

Children who have attained the age of seventeen and who have voluntarily terminated enrollment 

in the District’s schools and subsequently seek readmission may be denied readmission for up to 

ninety school days from the date of such termination, unless such child seeks readmission to the 

District not later than ten (10) school days after such termination in which case the Board shall 

provide school accommodations to such child not later than three school days after such child 

seeks readmission. 

 

Provisions for Special Education 

 

According to Connecticut General Statute 1-76d(b2), special education will be provided for 

children who have attained the age of three and who have been identified as being in need of 

special education, and whose educational potential will be irreparably diminished without special 

education. If a special education student is being considered for an exception, the Planning and 

Placement Team (PPT) will make a recommendation to the administrator in charge of special 

education. 
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Students 

 

Ages of Attendance (continued) 

 

 

Alternative School Placement 

 

Children who have attained the age of nineteen or older may be placed in an alternative school 

program or other suitable educational program if they cannot acquire a sufficient number of 

credits for graduation by age twenty-one. 

 

(cf. 5118.1 – Homeless Students) 

(cf. 5118.3 – Children in Foster Care) 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

10-15 Towns to maintain schools10-15c Discrimination in public schools 

prohibited.  School attendance by five-year-olds 

10-76a - 10-76g re special education 

10-184 Duties of parents (re mandatory schooling for children ages five to 

sixteen, inclusive) as amended by PA 98-243, PA 00-157, PA 09-6 

(September Special Session) and PA 18-15 

10-186 Duties of local and regional boards of education re school 

attendance. Hearings.  (Amended by PA 96-26 An Act Concerning 

Graduation Requirements and Readmission and Placement of Older 

Students and PA 09-6 (September Special Session) and P.A. 21-6 

Appeals to State Board.  Establishment of hearing board 

10-233a - 10-233f Inclusive; re:  suspend, expel, removal of pupils 

10-233c Suspension of pupils 

10-233d Expulsion of pupils 

10-261 Definitions 

State Board of Education Regulations 

10-76a-1 General definitions (c) (d) (q) (t) 

10-76d-7 Admission of student requiring special education (referral) 

10-204a Required immunizations (as amended by PA 98-243) 

“Guidance for Connecticut School Districts: Enrollment Process and 

Practice,” State Department of Education, December 2019. 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (PL 107-110 Sec. 1032) 42 

U.S.C. §11431-11435, as amended by the ESSA, P.L. 114-95 

Federal Register: McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children & 

Youths Program, Vol. 81 No. 52, 3/17/2016 
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5112 
Form #1 

 

________________ PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

___________, Connecticut 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF OPTION TO EXEMPT ATTENDANCE OF  

CHILD FIVE OR SIX YEARS OF AGE FROM SCHOOL 

 

 

Pursuant to Section 10-184 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 

 

 

I ______________________________________________, of ___________________________ 

 Name of Parent, Guardian or Other     Address 

 

the parent, guardian or other person charged with the care of the following minor child 

 

________________________________, of ___________________________________ who was 

   Name of Child     Address 

 

born on ____________________________ do hereby choose not to send my child to public  

   Date 

 

school during the _________________________. 

          School Year 

 

Furthermore, before signing this form, a representative of the ____________________________ 

                Name of District 

 

school district met with me and provided me with information concerning the educational  

 

opportunities and school accommodations available in the school system. 

 

 

      ACKNOWLEDGED BY: 

 

 

 

 

      _________________________________ 

      Signature of Parent, Guardian or Other 

 

      _________________________ 

      Date 

 

 

 



5112 
Form #2 

 

________________ PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

___________, Connecticut 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF OPTION TO WITHDRAW CHILD  

SEVENTEEN YEARS OF AGE FROM SCHOOL 

 

Pursuant to Section 10-184 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 

 

I ______________________________________________, of ___________________________ 

 Name of Parent, Guardian or Other     Address 

 

the parent, guardian or other person charged with the care of the following minor child 

 

________________________________, of __________________________________________ 

   Name Child     Address 

 

born on ____________________________ do hereby elect to withdraw from public school. 

  Date of birth 

 

Furthermore, before signing this form, a representative of the ____________________________ 

                Name of District 

 

school district met with me and provided me with information concerning the educational  

 

options available in the school system and the community. 

 

ATTESTMENT BY: 

 

________________________________________  __________________________ 

Signature of School Counselor     Date 

 

OR 

 

________________________________________  __________________________ 

Signature of School Administrator    Date 

 

ACKNOWLEDGED BY: 

 

_________________________________   __________________________ 

Signature of Parent, Guardian or Other   Date 

 

A child seventeen years of age or older who voluntarily terminates enrollment in a school district and 

subsequently seeks readmission, the local or regional board of education for the school district may deny 

school accommodations to the child for up to ninety school days from the date of such termination. 

Unless the child seeks readmission to the school district not later than ten school days after the 

termination in which case the board shall provide school accommodations to the child not later than 

three school days after the child seeks readmission.  

 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

 
 

 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 301 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
www.ct.gov/oec 

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

          Beth Bye 
      Commissioner Charlene Russell-Tucker, 

Commissioner 

 

New Entry Age for Kindergarten  

Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, children need to turn 5 years old on or before September 1 in 
order to be automatically eligible for kindergarten.  This is a change from the current kindergarten cutoff 
date of January 1.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following questions and answers are intended to address and respond to questions you may have 
regarding the new entry date for kindergarten. 
 
What is the new entry date for kindergarten? 
 

For the 2023-2024 school year 
there is no change to the entry date 

Children must be 5 on or before January 1, 2024 in 
order to enter kindergarten for the 2023-2024 
school year. 

For the 2024-25 school year and all following 
years 

Children must turn 5 on or before September 1 to 
enter kindergarten for any given school year. 

 
Are there any exceptions to this change?  
Yes.  If your child does not meet the new entry cutoff date, they may still be admitted into kindergarten 
upon (1) a written request from the parent or guardian, and (2) an assessment completed by the school 
that determines admitting the child to kindergarten would be developmentally appropriate. 
 
What if my child is receiving special education services? 
If your child receives special education services and does not meet the new entry cutoff date, your 
child’s planning and placement team (PPT) will review/revise your child’s individualized education 
program (IEP) to meet your child’s needs during the additional year of preschool. Please note: Parents 
may submit a written request for their child to be admitted into kindergarten if they do not meet the 
new entry cutoff date.  The school will complete an assessment to determine whether admitting the 
child to kindergarten would be developmentally appropriate.  
 

KEY POINTS 

• Children entering kindergarten in the 2023-2024 school year must turn 5 on or before 
January 1, 2024  

• To start kindergarten in the 2024-25 school year, however, your child must turn 5 on 
or before September 1, 2024.  

• If your child turns 5 on September 2, 2024, through September 1, 2025, they will now 
enter kindergarten in the 2025-26 school year.  

 



My child was born between September 2 and January 1, and I was planning to send them to 
kindergarten when they were eligible to attend.  What can I do now that the entry date has changed?  

• If your child attends preschool, communicate with the program about your family’s situation and 
how they will continue to support your child’s development.   

• If your child is not attending an early care and education program, consider how a preschool 
experience might support them for the year(s) prior to kindergarten entry. You can find 
information about child care by talking with other families, searching online, or use the 2-1-1 
Child Care online search tool. 

• Seek out possible supports for child care expenses, such as Care 4 Kids, state-funded preschool 
opportunities, public school preschool programs, or Head Start.  To find out about possible low-
cost programs and Care4Kids financial assistance, use the 2-1-1 Child Care online search tool or 
call (800) 505-1000 

• If you believe that it is developmentally appropriate for your child to enter kindergarten., 
communicate with your elementary school to request an assessment for admitting your child to 
kindergarten. 

How can I support my child’s learning and development before the transition to kindergarten?  

• You can support learning throughout the day by sharing new words, reading with your child, 
asking questions, and playing. 

• Begin planning how and when you will talk with your child about their transition to kindergarten 
to ensure a positive experience. 

• Check out the Hello Kindergarten! brochure for more ideas on supporting your child across 
different areas of learning. 

 
How was this change made? 
In 2023, the Connecticut Legislature changed how old a child must be to start kindergarten.  Public Act 
23-208, Section 1(a) changed the birth date cutoff date from January 1 of any given school year to 
September 1 of any given school year. 
 
Who can I contact if I have additional questions?  
Reach out to your home school district to discuss the process for registration and placement in 
kindergarten. You can search for your local schools and find contact information on the Find Contacts 
website.  
 
 
 

https://search.211childcare.org/
https://search.211childcare.org/
https://search.211childcare.org/
https://www.ctoec.org/forms-documents/getting-your-child-ready-for-kindergarten-oec-and-csde.pdf/
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/overview/find-contacts?language=en_US
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