
Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 5:30 PM
Via Google Meet The link for this meeting can be found on the agenda on the Granby Public 
Schools' website.

I. Public Comment

II. Assistant Superintendent's Monthly Report
Attachments: 
BOE April 2021 Monthly Report

III. K-12 Math Progression Update
Attachments: 
K-12 Math Progression

IV. Other
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Student Learning and
Achievement

● Met weekly with instructional coaches and biweekly with the administrative team
● Met with world language content area specialists to develop department philosophy and professional development
● Scheduled testing for 2020-21 school year including LAS Links, SBA, NGSS, SAT and began planning for remote administration
● Met with middle and high school social studies department leaders to discuss vertical articulation
● Hired summer school directors and confirmed dates and programming options
● Participated in hiring events related to new Director of Pupil Personnel Services and first transition meeting
● Collaborated on the Kelly Lane Primary School School Improvement Plan
● Finalized draft Vision of a Graduate for stakeholder feedback
● Met with Elementary Principals to discuss specials scheduling and staffing
● Review staffing implications related to the Granby Memorial Middle School schedule changes and impact on shared staffing
● Met with representative from EduPlanet to learn more about Granby’s use of the curriculum platform

Community Engagement ● Held the third Vision of a Graduate meeting
● Planned for and communicated out to education staff in Granby about  COVID-19 vaccine clinics (4/6 completed)
● Collaborated with the Granby Public Library on the community book discussion forum
● Participated in GMMS Wellness Teacher Interviews
● Met with GEA for monthly meeting
● Continued to collaborate with Farmington Valley colleagues
● Met with Granby Parks and Recreation and the Farmington Valley YMCA to learn more about their summer programming so

that could be communicated out to parents and guardians in the summer programming letter

Safety and Social
Emotional Well-Being

● Continued meeting with CSDE and DPH around monitoring the COVID-19 pandemic impact on education

● Conducted contact tracing and communications for all positive COVID-19 cases
● Recruited nominations for Teacher of Year and hand-delivered applications to staff nominated
● Met to plan how to hold prom, drama, band concerts, field trips with COVID-19 mitigation strategies in place
● Held a meeting for new teachers to gather feedback and support them in their new roles

Budget Development
and Fiscal Management

● Explored renewal of Perkins grant for unified and practical arts at the secondary level and potential collaboration with
Canton

● Began drafting the ESSR-2 grant
● Reviewed processes for posting and filling stipend positions



● Worked alongside Summer School Directors to develop budget conscious practices for Summer 2021

Embracing Diversity ● Co-facilitated the sixth Granby Equity Team Meeting

● Met with new Director of Open Choice and reviewed seat declarations and applications

● Participated in final Equity Focused Community of Practice with Administrative Team

● Communicated out book club information and dates and recruited participants

● Recruited Mentors for  the CT Teacher Residency Program

● Met with NCCJ to learn more about the Bridges and Anytown Programs

Professional Learning ● Held mid-year evaluation meetings with teachers across the district
● CREC Math consultants held teacher sessions on universal best practices for  math instruction
● Along with Colleen Bava, launched Kelly Lane teachers on their journey with TC Phonics UOS
● Held PDEC meeting to review teacher evaluation and begin planning for 2021-21 professional development
● Planned for March 25th Early Release Professional Learning sessions, including the Foundations of Reading Survey for

identified K-3 teachers
● Continued discussion around essential elements of effective instruction with Administrative Community of Practice
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Current Model

Grades K-4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9+

95-99% 

of students

Grade level 

standards

Grade level 

standards 

Grade 6 

standards 

plus a few 

Grade 7 

standards if 

time

Grade 7 

standards and 

all Grade 8 

non-Algebra 

standards

Algebra I

OR 

Algebra IA

Geometry H

OR 

Geometry

OR 

Algebra I

OR

Algebra IB

1-5% of 

students

Grade level 

standards 

OR

Doubled up 

with Grade 6

Grade 7 

standards and 

all Grade 8 

standards

non-Algebra 

standards 

Algebra I Geometry H Algebra II H



Where are we?

● District adopted “Algebra for All” prior to move to Common Core and Smarter Balanced 

○ Students currently complete Algebra 1 by the end of 9th grade

○ Grade level common core standards not adequately addressed in each grade 6-8

● Common Core adopted 2012-13, Smarter Balanced testing began in 2015-16

● Curriculum updates had been more crosswalking that revisions prior to 2020

● Inconsistent use and regular supplementing of core resource - Eureka

● Pandemic instruction has required prioritization



Assessment Key

Assessment Purpose Measure Frequency

Smarter Balanced 

Assessment

High-stakes Summative 

State Assessment

Common Core 

Standards

Yearly in Grades 3-8

SAT High-stakes Summative 

State Assessment

College Board Grade 11

STAR Universal Screening

Predictive SBA

Growth

National Percentile

Predictive

Growth

3 times a year in 

Grades K-8



2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Grade Percentage Level 

3 or 4 (Met or 

Exceeded)%

Average VSS Percentage Level 

3 or 4 (Met or 

Exceeded)%

Average VSS Percentage Level 

3 or 4 (Met or 

Exceeded)%

Average VSS

3 60.6 2456 60.7 2460 68.3 2473

4 62.3 2506 68.4 2507 65.8 2514

5 60.9 2543 55.7 2537 62.7 2547

6 64.8 2568 64.7 2582 56.2 2557

7 66.2 2600 59.8 2588 72.5 2610

8 60.5 2608 65.8 2618 52.5 2593

Smarter Balanced Scores



SAT

District Test Takers Total Score EBRW Math

Avon 228 1197 594 602

Madison 282 1175 590 586

Simsbury 363 1175 592 583

Glastonbury 499 1174 584 590

Greenwich 685 1170 586 584

Farmington 297 1169 588 581

Guilford 280 1164 588 575

Newtown 410 1158 580 578

Fairfield 727 1149 575 574

Region 5 365 1145 577 568

Cheshire 335 1144 579 565

Trumbull 480 1139 570 569

Region 15 317 1138 566 572

Monroe 226 1135 569 566

Granby 160 1135 576 558

West Hartford 702 1131 571 560

South Windsor 321 1121 562 559

Brookfield 193 1111 557 553

New Fairfield 190 1079 551 528

Year Percentage Level 3 

(Meets) or 4 (Exceeds)

Average Score

2015-16 62.9 555

2016-17 70 573

2017-18 57.1 549

2018-19 61.9 551



STAR 2019-20

Fall Winter

Universal Screen 

(Percentile) 50%ile +

Smarter Balance Predictive

3 (Meets) & 4 (Exceeds)

Universal Screen 

(Percentile) 50%ile +

Smarter Balance Predictive

3 (Meets) & 4 (Exceeds)

2 40% 33% 66% 48%

3 53% 34% 71% 47%

4 57% 38% 78% 53%

5 65% 36% 72% 37%

6 48% 33% 58% 39%

7 52% 38% 57% 44%

8 Algebra



Where are we?  (continued…)

● Summer 2020 started curriculum work K-12 with a “standards first” focus

● Weekly meetings with coaches and curriculum team

● Need to find a more aligned core resource

● Researching other districts

● Work with CREC consultants



Where do we need to go?

● Realignment of middle school progression

● Continue to write curriculum with a “standards first” approach

● Pilot core resources

● Monitor data

● Gather input and feedback



Realigned Progression

Applied Pathway Preparatory Pathway STEM Pathway

6th Grade Grade 6 CCSS Accelerated Grade 6/7 CCSS

7th Grade Grade 7 CCSS Accelerated Grade 7/8 CCSS

8th Grade Grade 8 CCSS Algebra

9th Grade Algebra Concepts Algebra Geometry H

10th Grade Geometry Applications Geometry A/H Algebra II H

11th Grade Advanced Algebra 

Concepts

Algebra II A/H Pre-Calculus H

12th Grade Mathematical Applications Pre-Calculus A/H Calculus H/AP AB or BC

Electives/ 

Alternatives

Introduction to Statistics/AP Statistics

AP Computer Science Principles/AP Computer Science A

Intervention Supports



Enrichment Model

● Current 5th grade acceleration model condenses 4 years of learning into 2 

and serves 1-5% of students

● Proposed 6th grade acceleration model condenses 3 years of learning into 2 

and would serve about 20% of students 

● High achievers would still have access to enrichment coach at elementary 

school on a unit based level

● Gifted math students could be referred for individualized programming

● End point is the same, more depth on foundational standards

● Rising 5th, 6th & 7th graders would continue their progression



What are priorities?

★ Acceleration based on readiness

★ Mastery of grade level standards

★ Math practices

★ Engagement

★ Problem-based learning

★ Student-centered instruction

★ Conceptual understanding

★ Hands-on

★ Technology components



Core Resource Exploration

K-5:

Bridges

Illustrative Math (2021-22)

6-8:

Math in Focus

Illustrative Math

Why IM?

● Highly-rated: According to EdReports, an independent nonprofit that reviews K–12 

instructional materials, IM 6–8 Math™ and IM 9–12 Math™ certified by Illustrative 

Mathematics® meet all expectations across all three gateways for focus, coherence, rigor, 

mathematical practices, and usability. K–5 reports coming soon.

● Grounded in best practices for effective mathematics education: Our programs are 

rooted in well-respected pedagogy and methodology to form a rigorous, standards-aligned 

curriculum.

● Expert authoring team: Read more about the educators and mathematicians who 

developed our curricula and professional learning: K–5, 6–8, 9–12.

● Full-service experience: By combining the curricula with IM Certified Facilitator-led 

professional learning and an active online community provides educators with 24/7 support, 

districts receive support at every level to create effective mathematics classrooms. (CREC)

● Open Sourced

https://illustrativemathematics.org/math-curriculum/k-5-math/#k-5-authors
https://illustrativemathematics.org/math-curriculum/6-8-math/#6-8-authors
https://illustrativemathematics.org/math-curriculum/9-12-math/#9-12-authors


Research-driven, problem-based curriculum.
In a problem-based curriculum, students work on carefully 
crafted and sequenced mathematics problems during most of 
the instructional time. Teachers help students understand the 
problems and guide discussions to be sure that the 
mathematical takeaways are clear to all. In the process, students 
explain their ideas and reasoning and learn to communicate 
mathematical ideas. The goal is to give students just enough 
background and tools to solve initial problems successfully, and 
then set them to increasingly sophisticated problems as their 
expertise increases.

Mathematics is not a spectator sport. The value of a problem-
based approach is that students spend most of their time in 
math class doing mathematics: making sense of problems, 
estimating, trying different approaches, selecting and using 
appropriate tools, and evaluating the reasonableness of their 
answers. They go on to interpret the significance of their 
answers, noticing patterns and making generalizations, 
explaining their reasoning verbally and in writing, listening to the 
reasoning of others, and building their understanding.



https://www.edreports.org/compare/results/math-k-8

https://illustrativemathematics.org/

https://www.edreports.org/compare/results/math-k-8
https://illustrativemathematics.org/


Work of 2021-22

● Curriculum writing and piloting of Illustrative Math and acceleration model 6-8

● Consider/pilot resources for K-5 and Algebra/Geometry

● Reassess and evaluate 11th/12th grade options before rewriting or adopting 

resources in 2022-23
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