
Student Achievement Meeting
Friday, November 21, 2008 2:00 PM
BOE - Room 32, 129 Church Street, Bristol, CT 06010

1. Approval of October 14, 2008 Minutes

2. High School: Business Management Curriculum 
Revision (Semester Class - 1/2 Credit)

Presenter: Rich 
Gagliardi

3. High School: 2 New Technology Classes - Video 
Production Techniques (Semester Class - 1/2 
Credit) - TV Production (Semester Class - 1/2 
Credit)

Presenter: Rich 
Gagliardi

4. School Calendar Recommendations Presenter: Tony 
Malavenda

5. Policy 6145 - discussion of middle school co-
curricular activities - band and chorus

6. Follow-up discussion on how high school 
teachers implement the attendance guidelines

Presenter: high 
school principals

7. Update on the middle school program



BRISTOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

October 14, 2008

DRAFT of Minutes

Present:  Barbara Doyle, Jane Anastasio, Ellen Benham, Marty Semmel, Denise Carabetta, Sue 
Moreau, Everett Lyons, Chris Wilson

Excused: Julie Luczkow

One parent was present.

Meeting began at 1:30 p.m.

1.  Approval of the minutes of the September 19, 2008 Student Achievement Committee 
minutes. 
On a motion by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Anastasio, it was 
unanimously 

VOTED:  to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2008 meeting.

2. Gymnastics
This is a follow-up to last month’s discussion.  Mrs. Benham reviewed budgets.  Costs include 
the coach’s salary, rental of facility, transportation for practice and meets, equipment/uniforms, 
and officials.

 Farmington Valley - $11,146.33
 Family Center – $12,722.33
 Gymnastics Unlimited - $11,521.89
 New England Gymnastics Express – waiting for rental cost

Mrs. Benham discussed the co-option but there are no teams able to coop at this time.  This is not 
an option at this time. 

Per the CIAC, the girls could go to Farmington High School; transportation would have to be 
provided out-of town; there would have to have an adult on the bus and this cannot be a 
volunteer coach; the girls would be coached by Farmington Coach and train with Farmington 
students.  So, the cost would include transportation, a coach, rental, equipment/uniforms.

There are four girls from BEHS wanting to form a gymnastics team.  

There was discussion about the cost of adding a gymnastic team. One student has been 
competing as a team of one.  Four is the number that requires a team, so four girls cannot be a 
team of one.  At this time, we do not have any extra funds to add a sport.  



3. Coordination of handbook language regarding attendance
There was discussion about co-curricular activity participation. Both high schools have the same 
language in the handbooks.  BCHS has an additional statement for student athletes.

There was discussion about class cuts.  Currently, the teacher’s syllabus describes the 
consequences of class cuts. Commissioner Anastasio stated that final grades should not be 
affected by discipline for tardiness.  There are high school teachers who deduct points from 
grades for unexcused absences and tardies. Commissioner Anastasio feels that points should not 
deducted from grades for tardiness to class. Commissioner Wilson asked if doing this would 
affect class management. Marty Semmel discussed the tardiness policy put in place by the 
Governance Council at BCHS; so far, it has been working, however, all teachers need to buy in 
to this. Everett Lyons stated that he is not wedded to the point deduction system. Sue Moreau 
asked if Marty Semmel could collect some data on how this new system is working.  
Commissioner Wilson asked if Everett Lyons and Marty Semmel would collect information at 
the end of the first marking period, (1) how many teachers deduct points from the final grade, (2) 
what is the range of points deducted from the grade, and (3) how many students were impacted 
by a deduction of points from the grade.  Data will need to be shared at the November Student 
Achievement committee meeting.

4. Policy and Regulation 5113.2: Students - Truancy
This will be on a later agenda after the above described data is collected and reported.

5. Policy 6130 – Organization Plan
The policy was reviewed.

On a motion by Commissioner Anastasio and seconded by Commissioner Wilson, it was 
unanimously 

VOTED: to send this policy to the full Board with a recommendation to eliminate this policy.

6. Policy and Regulation 5131.91: Students – Hazing – Bullying
There was discussion about the new legislation and the need for this policy. By February 1, the 
school district has to submit a revised policy incorporating the new legislative requirements.  
This has to be in policy by January 1.

On a motion by Commissioner Anastasio and seconded by Commissioner Wilson, it was 
unanimously 

VOTED: to send this policy to the full Board for a first reading at the November meeting with 
reservation and need for further discussion.

Commissioner Anastasio asked that the following items be placed on the next agenda.



 Policy 6145 - Invite the middle school principals and JoAnn Thomas regarding co-
curricular eligibility

 Middle School update

On a motion by Commissioner Anastasio and seconded by Commissioner Wilson, it was 
unanimously 

VOTED: to adjourn at 2:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Denise D.Carabetta
Denise D. Carabetta
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