
Board of Education Curriculum Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 1, 2024 5:30 PM
Board of Education Conference Room E, Live Stream: 
http://devos2.bethel.k12.ct.us/show?video=763ff4de0370 Materials can be 
viewed at: https://meetings.boardbook.org/Public/Organization/2425 The 
opportunity for members of the public wishing to make comments can attend and 
comment in-person or may send public comments to the Board via email or 
letter and it will be included as part of the record of the meeting., 1 
School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT 06801

1. US History Curriculum

2. BMS Science Program: OpenSciEd

3. BMS ELA Program

4. New Business

5. Public Comment
(Please note: The Board welcomes Public Comment and asks that 
speakers please limit their comments to 2 minutes. Speakers may 
offer objective comments of school operations and programs that 
concern them. The Board will not permit any expression of personal 
complaints or defamatory comments about Board of Education 
personnel and students, nor against any person connected with the 
Bethel Public School System.)

6. Adjourn



Social Studies Curriculum Presentation

United States History 32

Bethel High School
Jessica Galbraith

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14gnNEbX1egc4jVozD7jEYYEWgFN9wcxK?usp=sharing


Website Linked Above

https://sites.google.com/bethel.k12.ct.us/bethelhssocialstudiesdept/home


Connecticut Social Studies Standards
United States History - A Vertical Look

 
2015-2019          



BHS Social Studies Course Sequencing

Grade 9
● Modern 

World 
History I

(College Prep)
(Honors)

Grade 10
● Modern World 

History II
(College Prep)
● AP European 

History (10-12)
● AP Human 

Geography 
(10-12)

Grade 11
● US History 32
● American 

Studies
● ECE US 

History

Electives
● AP Psychology
● Intro. to 

Psychology
● College History
● Black & Latino 

Studies
● Comparative 

Religions
● Civics 

(Global Issues) 
(Intro to Law)



Program of Studies Course Description: 

This course allows students to gain a perspective of our past 
and our national heritage. Concepts are taught in conjunction 

with historical events in order to improve student understanding 
of continuity and change over time. Students examine both 

domestic and foreign issues and make judgments about their 
impact on the development of our nation.

● US History 32 - approx. 50% of juniors (120-170 students)
● American Studies - approx. 25% of juniors (50-100 students) 
● AP US History - approx. 25% of juniors (60-70 students) 

United States History 32 - Grade 11



Focus Areas
● Historical thinking skills
● Inquiry 
● Questioning skills
● Respectful discourse
● Analytical reading and writing skills
● Stimulus-based multiple choice questions
● Document-based questions
● Engaged and concerned citizens 



US History 
Sequencing

6 Units

United States History Curriculum Map

Unit 1: Slavery, Civil War, Reconstruction

Unit 2: Gilded Age, Progressive Era, WW1, 
1920s, Harlem Renaissance

Unit 3: Great Depression, WW2

Unit 4: 1950s America, Post WW2, Cold 
War, McCarthyism

Unit 5: Vietnam, Counter Culture, Civil 
Rights Movement

Unit 6: Modern United States (1970s-Present)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BhJzkO0U3LodJss_2vXwQ01h6-9A-UBow72zKNeDrW8/edit?usp=sharing


Grade 11 - Unit 2 - 1920s Inquiry Project 
Grade 11 - Unit 2 - 1920s Big Idea Group Work

STANDARDS
● HIST 9–12.2 Analyze change and continuity in 

historical eras.
● INQ 9–12.6 Gather relevant information from 

multiple sources representing a wide range of views 
while using the origin, authority, structure, context, 
and corroborative value of the sources to guide the 
selection.

● HIST 9–12.4 Analyze how historical contexts shaped 
and continue to shape people’s perspectives. (e.g., 
immigration, labor, the role of women).

SKILLS
Students will be skilled at (be able to)…
● Present logical conclusions that demonstrate 

understanding of the complexity of the issue
● Organize and prioritize evidence to reveal important 

societal patterns
● Use literal, inferential & evaluative questions to 

synthesize & communicate learning to various 
audiences.

TRANSFER GOALS
Students will be able to independently use their learning to
● Analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, claims and beliefs to 

draw conclusions, make informed decisions, and solve problems.
● Communicate effectively & coherently in written & oral form, 

addressing the task, purpose, perspective, intended audience.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
● I can conduct research on a topic to create a presentation that 

informs the reader about the topic and its significance. 
● I can work with a group to form a big idea statement.
● I can use evidence from my research and presentation to prove a big 

idea statement.
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
Students will know…
● How do individuals seek to create social, political, and economic 

change within society?
● How can the historical context of a time period contribute to major 

cultural changes & reform?
● How do we make informed decisions about problems encountered? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uojWy7CYv3ic8rwd12rTtNflkrn2OkN1D8n91ao8TK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aSXJD-nQ6xag1xTOd1E0yGkPMvx1Uu1zDQ3mpRwRyZM/edit?usp=sharing


Grade 11 - Unit 4 - Analyzing the 1950s Documents
Grade 11 - Unit 4 - Analyzing the 1950s DBQ

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
● How do economic, social, and ethical 

pressures drive national discourse?
SKILLS
Students will be skilled at (be able to)…
● Reflect, analyze, and evaluate evidence, 

arguments, claims and beliefs in order 
to make informed decisions about the 
long lasting impacts of war

● Examine primary and secondary source 
documents to discuss and debate the 
long lasting impacts of war on societal, 
cultural, economic and political 
systems. 

● Analyze primary sources to reflect on 
the norms and expectations of society.

TRANSFER GOALS
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…
● Examine a claim for meaning and analyze the source’s 

context, audience, purpose, and perspective.
● Explore the patterns of history in order to inform future 

decisions.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
● I can use evidence from primary and secondary sources to 

substantiate a claim.
● I can explain using evidence whether the 1950’s was an age of 

conformity or an age of anxiety.
STANDARDS
● INQ 9–12.10 Construct arguments using precise and 

knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, 
while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary 
weaknesses. 

● HIST 9–12.2 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xwc0gJWVaHBGO4JJ1z92lg15bpFLO_ScoDDBJMusm18/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MNrTjcYinW6L_WyJIl3TfbmMO3wJIIP3Ljm8MommolA/edit?usp=sharing


Recent Curricular 
Changes

● Discourse - discussions with students 
about current events & challenging topics

● Reconfiguration of units & resources to 
ensure that all perspectives and voices 
are shared with & from students 
○ Ensure there is an opportunity to let 

more students see themselves in the 
curriculum (mirrors)

○ Provide a more complete 
understanding of the history of all 
people (windows)

● Unit 6 is designed to be more flexible 
than the others so that students can 
grapple with current issues as they 
present themselves



Next Steps…

● Pacing - balance between the 
need to establish foundational 
content and skills AND 
progress at a pace that allows 
the entire curriculum to be 
covered in a meaningful way

● Seamless integration of global 
competency skills & historical 
thinking skills

● Diverse perspectives
● More student voice & choice
● Engaging tasks/assessments
● Standards & Legislation



State of CT 
Updates
Legislation

● For the 2025 school year each 
local and regional board of 
education shall include Asian 
American and Pacific Islander 
studies as part of the social 
studies curriculum for the school 
district

○ Unit 2 - Immigration, 
Progressive Era

○ Unit 3 - WW2, 
Japanese-American 
Internment

○ Unit 5 - Civil Rights Movement
○ Unit 6 - Economics, Activism, 

Globalization



OpenSciEd 
Curriculum Resource Adoption

February 1, 2024 



WHY OpenSciEd  FOR BETHEL MIDDLE SCHOOL?

Highly Rated Development Process Instructional Model

Equity & Inclusion Teacher Support 

01 02

04 05 

03



01 Highly Rated  



EdReports- 

Designed for NGSS

Usability

01

02

03

Coherence and 
Scope

OpenSciEd Middle School program earned green ratings 
on all three benchmarks



NextGenScience 

All units rated as ‘quality’ by the Science Peer 
Review Panel at NextGenScience.

The only curriculum designed for the (NGSS) 
that has had every unit rated as quality by the 
Science Peer Review Panel at 
NextGenScience.

In contrast, 93% of instructional materials 
submitted to the Science Peer Review Panel 
for review do not achieve a quality ranking. 



Development Process
● Multi Year-  7 Step Process 

● Only units that are identified as 
examples of NGSS alignment 
through the Peer Review Process 
are actually released 02



Collaboratively developed with 
10 partner states & education 

experts 

Developed by curriculum 
team with student input 

1- Scope & Sequence

3- Write the Unit
Written by teams of curriculum 
developers, educators, content 
experts and science education 

experts

2- Anchoring Phenomenon 5- Revision
Revised based on field test 

data and initial external 
review using EQuIP rubric  

6-External Review
Revised unit sent to EQuIP Peer 

Review Panel for final review 

Unit is field tested across 10 
partner states. Wide range of data 

collected to inform revisions 

4-Field Testing

7-Unit Released



Instructional Routines 
All OpenSciEd units are designed around 
5 core instructional routines 

- coherent instruction across grades 
and clusters

- students develop and refine skills 
over years  

- research based pedagogy
03





EQUITY & INCLUSION

04

● Equitable instructional practices are central to 
the design of OpenSciEd materials and 
professional learning.

● Instructional routines are designed to value 
every student’s voice in learning science, 
fostering a sense of belonging and 
empowerment for every student. In every unit of 
the field tests, greater than 90% of students 
reported their science learning was relevant to 
their lives.

●  OpenSciEd units are purposefully designed with 
multiple avenues for engagement, 
representation, and action and expression.



Student work examples 



Students At Work 



Teacher Support 

05

● Embedded educative supports built into the teacher materials in the form of 
front matter, teacher references, and callout boxes

● Webinars, videos, handbooks, toolkits, planning and assessment tools to 
support educators and curriculum development 

● Integration with Google Classroom and Social Network support groups 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nY_K4KNI7paVGbmxEtnHtcwb5fYplir1k_DClMYjLiI/edit#bookmark=id.4pra046767bs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q-3i-4v1JUxYdCvxx2t65IU_SmrLWeR0TSVvYea2gTw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q-3i-4v1JUxYdCvxx2t65IU_SmrLWeR0TSVvYea2gTw/edit#bookmark=id.3u8gejwgg59e


Examples of 
Embedded 
Teacher Support:  



● OpenSci Ed Units are free for Bethel to use and customize 
to meet the needs of our diverse populations here in Bethel

● Fully integrated with Google Classroom to support all 
students 

● No cost to district for teacher or student access to 
curriculum materials 

● Consumable supply costs are aligned to current budgets

OER Resource
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Exit Tickets  
Analyzing Graphs of 

Sound Source Vibrations

Unit Summative  
Application of Skills and 

Knowledge to a New 
Phenomena 

Practice Specific 
Visualizing Sound in a 
Medium Investigations

Self Assessment 
Self Assessment for 

Classroom Discussions

Progress Tracker
 Record of students 

sensemaking and 
synthesis of learning 

Connecting Graphical 
Representations 

3-Dimensional Assessment Tools 

Lesson Set Formative 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiWyy8Vq0XSCr3AYxKpnr_d4uaXVlcwVzy7mkeUldIk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiWyy8Vq0XSCr3AYxKpnr_d4uaXVlcwVzy7mkeUldIk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18ILIAFXNKycwZF80vnGteYXQigywdJ7cO6eaJVQak6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18ILIAFXNKycwZF80vnGteYXQigywdJ7cO6eaJVQak6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18ILIAFXNKycwZF80vnGteYXQigywdJ7cO6eaJVQak6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bXNiALdQUitWmxCpciLdYUtuIEoX2g6R6RtDgK8QyWk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bXNiALdQUitWmxCpciLdYUtuIEoX2g6R6RtDgK8QyWk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18ILIAFXNKycwZF80vnGteYXQigywdJ7cO6eaJVQak6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18ILIAFXNKycwZF80vnGteYXQigywdJ7cO6eaJVQak6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c5J_2Hg-7NmRRlQ2Gs1cSsX8fihx-Zfasdcn-k2gQJg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c5J_2Hg-7NmRRlQ2Gs1cSsX8fihx-Zfasdcn-k2gQJg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c5J_2Hg-7NmRRlQ2Gs1cSsX8fihx-Zfasdcn-k2gQJg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ap3Qg3i3d9CJ9nF5uzmhvzLf5uNx4wU-XN1pJQC5Qak/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ap3Qg3i3d9CJ9nF5uzmhvzLf5uNx4wU-XN1pJQC5Qak/edit?usp=sharing


Bethel Public School

Textbook or Instructional Resource Adoption Form

Please use as much space as needed to complete the questions. When the form is complete,
please email it to Dr. Brooks and send one hard copy with signatures in the interoffice mail.
If you need any assistance with any part of the form, please contact Dr. Brooks.

1. Title of Currently Used Textbook/Instructional Resource: - Accelerate Learning
StemScopes Science 6-8

2. Title of Proposed Textbook/Instructional Resource: OpenSciEd Middle School Science
6-8

3. Subject Area: Science

4. Course: Grade 6-8 Science

5. Grade Level: 6-8

6. Author(s): The development team includes: The BSCS Science Learning Team, The
Northwestern University Team, The University of Colorado Boulder Team, The Boston
College Team , The Charles A. Dana Center Team.

7. Publisher: N/A - hosted on OpenSciEd Website

8. Unit Cost of Textbook or Unit Cost of the Instructional Resource: Zero- OpenSource

9. Number of Textbooks/Instructional Resource Materials Needed: None - Digitally
Available

1



10. Total Cost (including estimated shipping): Zero

11. What specific selection criteria were established by the Selection Committee for a new
textbook or instructional material?
Ed Reports Ratings
Universal Design For Learning
Equity / Inclusion
NGSS aligned Phenomena Based Instruction
Teacher Support

12. List the names of the Selection Committee members:
Kit Nielsen
Shellie Zancan
Noelle Chiafari
Kristen Brooks

13. Has the Selection Committee carefully vetted this textbook/instructional resource using
the established criteria?
Yes

14. Is there a digital component to this textbook that would collect student information
(names, email, date of birth, address, etc.) or house student content? No

a. Did you review the status of the application or software program on our website
to see if it has already been approved for use?

b. If not, did you go through the Bethel Public School’s resource review process to
have it approved?

15. What other textbooks or instructional resources were reviewed during the selection
process? (list them below)

There are no other resources that are as highly rated.

16. Was all or part of the textbook or instructional resource piloted by teachers? (Describe
the pilot procedure or explain why the textbook was not piloted.)
Several units were piloted in the 7th and 8th grade classrooms in 2023. Student work
from OpenSciEd and Stemscopes were compared. OpenSciEd was the superior resource.

17. What other school districts in our area or in Connecticut use this textbook or instructional
resource?

2

https://sites.google.com/bethel.k12.ct.us/bpsdigitallearning/student-data-privacy/reviewed-digital-resources?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/bethel.k12.ct.us/bpsdigitallearning/student-data-privacy/digital-resource-review?authuser=0


OpenSciEd has been adopted by California, Iowa, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan,
New Jersey, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, and Washington. It is in use in
multiple districts in CT, including Southbury. CT Education Dept uses OpenSciEd as
model curriculum.

18. Summarize the reasons why this textbook or instructional resource is being recommended
to the Board of Education for adoption.
We recommend the resource as it is the best resource available for science instruction
aligned with the vision and practices of the NGSS. It is grounded in equity and principles
of Universal Design for Learning. It is consistently being updated and improved as more
states and districts adopt and implement the materials. It provides excellent professional
learning and support for teachers of all experience levels through well-developed and
supportive teacher manuals, videos, and handbooks.

Signature: _______________________________________ Date:__________________
Proposal Originator

Signature: _______________________________________ Date: __________________
Building Administrator

Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
District Administrator

3



Bethel Public Schools
Curriculum Committee

Open Up Resources-EL Education
6-8 Language Arts Curriculum

January 2024 



Selection Process
○ A team with representation of teachers, literacy specialist, EL/Multilingual Learner 

Teacher, Instructional Coach, and administrators met to explore several options for 
resources.

○ The initial team brought forward for review:
■ Lucy Calkins Reading and Writing Workshop Curriculum for Middle Grades
■ Open Up Resources-EL Education

○ The team prioritized standards alignment, assessments, rigor of instruction, and 
relevance. Program Evaluation Review Questions for Discussion

■ Comprehensiveness/Rigor of Curriculum and Materials
■ Differentiated Instruction-Meeting the Needs of all Learners
■ Assessment and Data-Driven Instruction

○ In addition, credible and comprehensive literacy material reviews and research findings, 
including EdReports and CURATE, were reviewed by the team.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaHsue0p20ithu1V_KQwF7PA5TUSv2cQ90Nd7gvXIlA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.edreports.org/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/instruction/curate/


Selection Process
● The team unanimously chose to pilot Open Up Resources-EL Education.

● The resources have been piloted in all ELA Grades 6-8 classes from 
September-December during the 2023-2024 School Year.

● Teams continually worked in PLCs and on Professional Learning days to unpack the 
units and plan for instruction, and analyze assessment data to meet the needs of 
the students in Bethel.



Open Up Resources-EL Education
6-8 Language Arts Curriculum

● Open Up Resources-EL Education (formerly 
known as Expeditionary Learning) is a school 
reform model that emphasizes high achievement 
through active learning, character growth, and 
teamwork.

● Developed by the nonprofit EL Education, 
which continues to make the curriculum 
openly available on its website. 



Open Up Resources-EL Education-Design of Resource
Each Grade Level has 4 Modules



Sample: Grade 7 Modules



Each Module Has Three Units



Core Texts Used to Anchor Instruction (Grade 7 Novels)

Each Unit has a core text to anchor the instruction along with other resources.

● Designed around science and social studies topics for cross-curricular engagement.
● Fiction & nonfiction text sets for each topic promote knowledge and vocabulary acquisition.



Core Texts Used to Anchor Instruction
● In Module 1 of grade 7, students read A Long Walk to 

Water by Linda Sue Park.  

● The main tasks of this module allow students to develop 
reading and writing skills and strategies for figuring out 
the meanings of unfamiliar words, determining the central 
ideas and important details of early chapters in the book, 
and writing summaries of shorter texts related to topics in 
the book. 

● Students also develop their narrative writing skills to 
include dialogue, description, and pacing in a story about a 
Lost Boy or Girl of Sudan. 



Detailed Lesson Plans with Teacher Notes
Lesson Plans Include: 
● Standard(s) focus for each lesson

● Daily Learning Targets

● Scripted Overview of Full Lesson

● Assessment Opportunities

● Suggested Support Strategies for 
Students Who Need Support

● Academic Vocabulary/Morphology and 
Word Work

● Collaborative Discussion Techniques 
Incorporating Social Emotional 
Competencies



Resources to Support Instruction

Sample Powerpoints 
modeled from the 
lesson plans for teachers 
to use when planning for 
instruction.



Anchor Charts

Teacher created anchor charts 
to support student learning.



Multilingual Learner Support

Each lesson has 
suggestions for 
support for 
multilingual 
learners. 

These supports 
can also be used 
to differentiate 
for any student 
that needs 
support.



Assessments
Each unit contains a 
mid-unit and end of unit 
assessment.

Each module concludes 
with a performance task.

Additional opportunities 
with Entrance and Exit 
Tickets.



Performance Task Examples



Sample Student Work:
Grade 7 Narrative Writing

Task:  Compose a narrative that includes dialogue, description, 
and pacing in a story about a Lost Boy or Girl of Sudan. 
Students used the historical background knowledge they 
acquired across the unit to craft truly realistic characters, plots, 
and settings.



● Core Texts for the Modules-Have already been 
purchased through grant funding.

● No other implementation costs required.

Implementation Costs
Funding Plan



Next Steps

● Continue to explore and implement the resources 
within the Open Up Resources-EL Education.

● Develop a deeper understanding of materials and 
expectations for student learning.

● Curriculum Writing-Summer (2025)



Thank you and Questions



Bethel Public Schools
Curriculum Committee

MyView Literacy Program 
K-5 Implementation 

January 2024 



Triumphs, Victories, and Celebrations

● High level of rigor in classrooms. Instruction is focused on grade level 
standards.  Developing rich vocabulary and background knowledge.

● Comprehensive: Includes all aspects of quality literacy instruction. Word 
Work including phonological awareness, phonics, language and 
conventions, spelling, vocabulary, reading and listening comprehension, 
and writing. (All integrated)

● High Levels of Student Engagement-Unit topics are engaging for 
students.

● Assessment of and for student learning (weekly progress checks, 
fluency assessments, unit assessments)



● VERY Comprehensive-But hitting a groove, starting to be able to 
determine the “must-do” aspects of the program.

● Working to embed instructional strategies that include high levels of 
intellectual engagement. 

● Calibrating grade level expectations-establishing grade level common 
assessments, reviewing more student work together. Leading us to a 
deeper understanding of grade level expectations.

● Learning the the online platform-finding where materials are, 
assessing students online, navigating tech challenges.

Adventures



Student Work
Project-Based Inquiry 

Samples

The last week of each unit contains a Project-Based Inquiry that 
provides opportunities for students to apply the skills learned in 
a culminating activity. Students engage in a short, focused 
project that calls for research, writing, revising, and publishing.

How Rigor Increases Across 
Grade Levels



Grade One 
Unit One 

Project-Based Inquiry

Research a neighborhood worker.
Write an Informational Article 

Generate questions for inquiry
Gather information from relevant sources



Sample Student Work-Grade 1



Grade Three
Unit One

Project-Based Inquiry
Research what could be some to improve a local park 
or playground.

Write a persuasive letter to a town official or someone 
of importance.

Take informed action.



Sample Student Work-Grade 3



Grade Five
Unit One

Project-Based Inquiry
Research a country they would like to visit.
Write an persuasive travel brochure.

Generate questions for inquiry.
Develop a claim.
Gather information from relevant sources.



Sample Brochure



Brazil is a fantastic 
place to visit! It’s a big 
country which means 
there’s a bunch of 
things to do. There’s 
so many places to 
see. Let’s go see 
more of why brazil is 
so awesome.

Why Brazil?

Type Caption Here

This is the famous amazon 
rainforest in brazil

Landmarks

This is one example of a tropical 
day at the beach

Brazil has so many landmarks to visit. 
One of the most famous one is the 
amazon river. It’s actually home of the 
amazon pink dolphin. It’s also the 
longest river in the world by volume. 
Imagine you on a boat in the biggest 
river in the world. Now that’s cool. That’s 
not the only cool landmark there’s also 
the famous Christ the redeemer statue 
which represents  expression of the 
divinity of Jesus Christ and the 
unsearchable riches of his Paschal 
Mystery. So if you end up going to brazil, 
you got to make sure you visit some of 
these awesome landmarks. 

Brazil’s climate is tropical. It’s 
warm and wet. The air is 
usually humid. Its goes up to a 
average of 79 degrees 
fahrenheit in the summer in the 
lowlands. The highland it goes 
to an average of 100 degrees 
fahrenheit. So if you like the 
warm, wet, tropical weather. 
Brazil is the place to go. Trust 
me. Im one of those people 
and If I had money I would go 
there right now

Climate in Brazil

This is the famous christ the 
redeemer statue



 Brazil has there very own soccer 
team and they have actually won 
the world cup five times. They 
have the biggest stadium in brazil, 
the maracana stadium in Rio de 
janeiro. So if you go to brazil mine 
as well go to a soccer game to 
the watch the famous brazil 
soccer. Most people even like to 
glide through the amazon river 
and enjoy the amazing view. 
Some people also like to ride 
there boats through waterfalls. So 
if you ever go to brazil make sure 
to do some of these things

Things to do in Brazil 

The Brazil flag

Brazil is right here in red

Brazil soccer stadium

LOCATION

Visit Brazil
Brazil is neighbored by by every 
country on the continent except 
ecuador and chile. Brazil also is 
pretty old so if you go there you ought 
to find some history there. Brazil is 
actually the fifth largest country in the 
world. Brazil is surrounded by the 
atlantic ocean in the south and the 
north side of brazil. So you can enjoy 
your sweet time at the beach.



Thank you and Questions



Bethel Public School

Textbook or Instructional Resource Adoption Form

Please use as much space as needed to complete the questions. When the form is complete, please
email it to Dr. Brooks and send one hard copy with signatures in the interoffice mail. If you need
any assistance with any part of the form, please contact Dr. Brooks.

1. Title of Currently Used Textbook/Instructional Resource:
District Created Units of Study-Based on Lucy Calkins Units of Study

2. Title of Proposed Textbook/Instructional Resource:
Open Up Resources-EL Education (formerly Expeditionary Learning)
6-8 Language Arts Curriculum, 2019 Edition

3. Subject Area:
English Langauge Arts

4. Grade Level:
6-8

5. Publisher:
Open Up Resources

6. Unit Cost of Textbook or Unit Cost of the Instructional Resource:
Open Source Free

7. Number of Textbooks/Instructional Resource Materials Needed:
Core Novels-All have been purchased already through grant funding.

8. Total Cost (including estimated shipping):
Nothing further.

9. What specific selection criteria were established by the Selection Committee for a new
textbook or instructional material? (enumerate below)

● The team prioritized standards alignment, assessments, and rigor of instruction, and
relevance.

● As we explored options, the team completed and discussed this Program Evaluation
Review Questions for Discussion focused on:

○ Comprehensiveness/Rigor of Curriculum and Materials
○ Differentiated Instruction-Meeting the Needs of all Learners
○ Assessment and Data-Driven Instruction

● In addition, credible and comprehensive literacy material reviews and research findings,
including EdReports and CURATE were reviewed by the team.

1

https://eleducation.org/curriculum/language-arts/modules-and-lessons/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaHsue0p20ithu1V_KQwF7PA5TUSv2cQ90Nd7gvXIlA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaHsue0p20ithu1V_KQwF7PA5TUSv2cQ90Nd7gvXIlA/edit?usp=sharing
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10. List the names of the Selection Committee members:

A team with representation of teachers, literacy specialist, EL/Multilingual Learner Teacher,
Instructional Coach, and administrators met to explore several resources options

Mickie Rutledge, Michele Walsh, Bryan Watson, Shannon Mariconda, Rob Flynn, Cathy
Emerick, Alison Recklet, Nancy Seri, Jess DeFord, Rebecca Tate, Cheryl Daly

11. Has the Selection Committee carefully vetted this textbook/instructional resource using the
established criteria?

Yes, the team reviewed the materials, credible research findings, including CURATE and
EdReports, and piloting in 6-8 classrooms were considered before final approval.

12. Is there a digital component to this textbook that would collect student information (names, email,
date of birth, address, etc.) or house student content?

a. Did you review the status of the application or software program on our website to see if
it has already been approved for use?

b. If not, did you go through the Bethel Public School’s resource review process to have it
approved?

There are no digital components that would collect student information or house content.

13. What other textbooks or instructional resources were reviewed during the selection process? (list
them below)

We reviewed Lucy Calkins Reading and Writing Workshop Curriculum for Middle Grades.

14. Was all or part of the textbook or instructional resource piloted by teachers? (Describe the pilot
procedure or explain why the textbook was not piloted.)

ELA Teachers in grades 6-8 at the middle school are in the process of piloting the EL Curriculum
this year.

15. What other school districts in our area or in Connecticut use this textbook or instructional
resource?

Several districts across the state utilizing the EL Education Curriculum Resources in grades in
some way K-8. Some of these districts include:

● Clinton Public Schools (K-8), Region 14 School District (6-8), Hartford Public Schools
(K-8), Region 16, RSD 13-Durham Public Schools, Woodstock Public Schools, Newtown
Public Schools (K-4)

● We reached out to two districts that have implemented the Open Up Resouces-EL
Education curriculum resources in middle schools to establish a partnership and to get
feedback about their implementation.
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Region 14 (Woodbury/Bethlehem) who is implementing in grades 6-8 and Clinton Public
Schools who has implemented in grades K-8. Both Districts echoed our observations.

Pros:
● Comprehensiveness/Standards aligned Curriculum and Materials
● Opportunities for Differentiated Instruction to meet the need of various learning including

EL/Multilingual Learners
● Many assessment opportunities

Considerations:
● Very comprehensive, need to use your student learning data for planning to help prioritize

instruction. There is so much included as guidance, it takes time to read through it all
and make instructional decisions.

16. Summarize the reasons why this textbook or instructional resource is being recommended to the
Board of Education for adoption.

In order to determine the program that would best meet our needs here in Bethel, we reviewed the
strengths and challenges of several aspects including:

● Comprehensiveness/Rigor of Curriculum and Materials
● Engaging resources with inquiry opportunities
● Differentiated Instruction-Meeting the Needs for all Learners (particularly EL/Multilingual

learners.)
● Assessment and Data-Driven Instruction Opportunites
● Connection to the global competencies and support of our work focused on emotional

intelligence

Signature: Michelle Rutledge Date: December 15, 2023
Proposal Originator

Signature: Bryan Watson Date: December 15, 2023
Building Administrator

Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
District Administrator
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