
Board of Education Curriculum, Assessment & 
Professional Practices Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 3, 2022 6:15 PM
Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT 
06801

1. Music Curricula 

2. Gifted Identification Process

3. New Business

4. Public Comment
(Please note: The Board welcomes Public Comment and asks that 
speakers please limit their comments to 2 minutes. Speakers may 
offer objective comments of school operations and programs that 
concern them. The Board will not permit any expression of personal 
complaints or defamatory comments about Board of Education 
personnel and students, nor against any person connected with the 
Bethel Public School System.)

5. Adjourn



Music Curriculum Revisions: 
Ensembles and Adaptive 
Presentation�for�the�Curriculum�Committee�of�the�Bethel�Board�
of�Education�by�the�Bethel�Music�Department�on�Feb�3,�2022



CONTENTS OF THIS PRESENTATION
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ENSEMBLES 
OVERVIEW
The�design�and�scope�
of�the�ensembles�
curriculum�K-12

ADAPTIVE 
OVERVIEW
The�design�and�scope�
of�the�adaptive�
curriculum�K-12

THE STUDENT 
EXPERIENCE
Lesson�examples�and�
student�work

NEXT STEPS
The�plan�for�the�next�
phase�of�curriculum�
work�in�the�music�
department



CREDITS:�This�presentation�template�was�created�
by�Slidesgo,�including�icons�by�Flaticon,�

infographics�&�images�by�Freepik.

Links
Ensembles�Novice

Ensembles�Intermediate

Ensembles�Proficient

Adaptive

QUESTIONS?�

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PVPshb0B6y4ZMOyY_qhadMD0kokiOGsx?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZJXT7ysH1s9FGLM9SE7Rsm9fiV9ec_-i?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vG_9bWaxxU5_OMnrgJsqCI9pZ485cCQZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hep7vjwGda7fUOw9wdr-NHRge98ez8Lz?usp=sharing


Music Transfer Goals
Developed�by�the�Music�Dept�to�align�with�
Global�Competencies

TG1�develop,�perform,�and/or�refine�musical�
works,�adapting�to�the�input�of�others.�

TG2�take�chances�when�presenting�musical�
ideas�for�consideration�and�subsequent�
revision.�

TG3�analyze�and�interpret�works�for�their�
musical�merit,�describing�the�tools�and�
techniques�that�led�to�the�given�outcome.�



National Core Arts Standards

Linked�here

Four�artistic�processes:�Create,�Perform,�
Respond,�Connect�

Published��in�2014�

Developed�with�NAfME�(National�Association�
for�Music�Education)�and�other�visual/�
performing�arts�education�organizations.

https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/






ENSEMBLES OVERVIEW

01.
The�design�and�scope�of�the�
ensembles�curriculum�K-12



UNIT ORGANIZATION

How�does�unit�sequencing�work�
in�skills-based�music�ensembles?

● Rather�than�strict�
sequencing,�we�use�a�
continuum�of�units�that�
come�and�go�throughout�a�
year�of�instruction.



UNIT ORGANIZATION CONT.

● The�same�units�are�applied�
to�all�three�ensemble�areas�-�
Band,�Chorus,�Orchestra

● That�unit�structure�is�the�
same�for�novice�(or�yrs�1-2),�
intermediate�(or�yrs�3-4),�
proficient�(or�HS)�and�
advanced�(or�HS�advanced/�
collegiate)



The first four units

Tone Production

Pitch and 
Intonation 
Accuracy

Posture and 
Setup

Rhythm and Pulse 
Accuracy

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xGi_1IrsAKTmNoisSietkZ7sCwIe013aewbPEF0onkM/copy#gid=0


The next two units

Improvisation

Creating�spontaneously

Composition

Creating�with�time�to�consider�
revisions



The next three units

Expressive 
Qualities/ 
Stylistic 

Interpretation

Ensemble Skills Historical/ 
Cultural Context



The final unit

Solo�Performance



Benchmark 
Assessments

Assessed at Grades 5, 8 and 
HS annually

Example from HS

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kAfsNfZHS8Ak541JMFyIBf5sXHjGiko_qB6M5UspeTU/edit


The Student 
Experience

02.
Lesson�examples�and�student�work



















ADAPTIVE OVERVIEW

03.
The�design�and�scope�of�the�adaptive�

curriculum



The first three units

Students must be able to identify and 
feel the steady beat in music (fast, slow, 
or moderate) before they can 
convincingly perform music with 
rhythmic and pitch accuracy. 

Students should practice notating, 
chanting, and echoing musical patterns 
on percussion instruments before they 
can understand the added layer of 
complexity that is pitch.

Students will be able to create music in 
the way that is most natural to people; 
through singing. They will also 
understand how pitch interacts and 
coincides with rhythm. 

FUNDAMENTALS

STEADY 
BEAT/TEMPO

RHYTHM

PITCH/SINGING



● Lyrics�&�Songwriting

● Music�Technology

● Music�Genres

● Music�History

The next four units



The last three units

● Music�and�Visual�Art
● Music�and�Movement ● Performance



Examples

Pitch,�Solfege,�&�Singing

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PO87iwYnfloow-h5E3XkavlKK_uF2eec/preview


Examples (cont.)

Songwriting�-�“Pass�the�Gravy”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1apUDRaueVfwhQIjCJdXzBfix0IA0nxsL/preview


Examples cont.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbh7tAnwLCY


CREDITS:�This�presentation�template�was�created�
by�Slidesgo,�including�icons�by�Flaticon,�

infographics�&�images�by�Freepik.

04: NEXT STEPS
UBD�Update�for�General�Music�K-5�-�In�progress�and�slated�

for�completion�before�June,�2022

Ensembles�Advanced

High�School�Courses�that�have�yet�to�formally�write�
curriculum�-�includes�Modern�Band�(Guitar/�Drum�Set)�and�

Digital�Music�and�Recording�Studio

Questions?

QUESTIONS?�

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Gifted Identification

As part of the identification process for giftedness, we screen every student
beginning in Grade 4 .  Those students who emerge as potential gifted students are
further evaluated with parent permission. Once all data on each candidate is
collected, it is reviewed by a district-wide identification team (building
administration, central office administration, and PPS staff) and those students who
meet the eligibility criteria move to the PPT process to be identified as gifted
students. A student can be dually identified (special education and gifted and/or
English learner and gifted) through the PPT process after administering a cognitive
evaluation that results in a score of 130 or higher which would indicate gifted ability.
Cognitive evaluations could include the KABC-II (non-verbal index), CTONI, WISC-V,
and/or WASI-II.

A student can be considered for gifted identification at any grade level beginning in
Kindergarten, whenever compelling information indicates potential identification as
a gifted student. Services for students who are identified as gifted are provided
through differentiated instruction and leveled courses (Bethel Middle School and
Bethel High School).

Process for Gifted Identification
Level One

The NWEA is administered to all students in Grades K-8 twice yearly. This test
measures a student’s achievement and growth in reading and mathematics.
Students performing at the 90th percentile or higher on either the reading or
mathematics tests in Grade 4  will move to the second phase of the identification
process.

In addition, a parent and/or teacher nomination for identifying gifted students can
be done at any time.  This would be done if a parent and/or teacher has reason to

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yHkaHprObA2toGk1AYv8In6LzLHz2OVDUCipM-f-yZg/edit


believe that a student is performing at significantly higher rates than most children
and believe that the student may have gifted abilities.

Level Two

The Otis Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) looks at a student’s verbal, nonverbal,
quantitative, and reasoning ability. It will be group administered in Grade 4 to
students who meet NWEA criteria in Level One of the identification process.
Students who receive a score of 130 on the OLSAT are considered to be in the gifted
range.

Teacher recommendation based on a student’s educational profile including
observation, student performance and growth is also reviewed in the identification
process. The gifted identification team will consider additional sources of
information, such as gifted rating scales, about student abilities or talents, as
deemed appropriate.

For students in Grades K-3 and 5-12 who are referred for consideration by a teacher or
parent, the identification team will consider available sources of information about
abilities, and will determine if more information about student ability is needed for
the identification process. At the high school level, the PSAT (Gr. 9-10) and SAT (Gr. 11)
is administered to students yearly. This test measures a student’s achievement and
growth in evidenced-based reading and writing (EBRW) and mathematics. Students
performing at the 90th percentile or higher on either EBRW or mathematics will be
considered. Sources of additional information may include the OLSAT or an
abbreviated cognitive evaluation (e.g., Wechsler Abbreviated Scale of Intelligence,
2nd Edition).

Gifted Characteristics, including special populations (Special Education, Section
504, and English learners), include but are not limited to:

● Acquire a new language at a faster than typical rate
● Successful academic history in student’s primary language
● Ability to problem solve and reason
● Reading above grade level in primary language
● High proficiency in mathematics
● Interest in honoring his/her culture and respect for cultural differences
● Code switching
● Motivation to learn, Inquisitiveness, and curiosity
● Effective communication skills
● Creativity and/or imagination



● Expansive memory
● High level of insight
● Ability to understand humor

Resources
For information for parents, including organizations that support gifted education,
visit the Connecticut State Department of Education website.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Gifted-and-Talented/Identifying-gifted-and-talented-children-in-CT
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