
Board of Education Curriculum, Assessment & 
Professional Practices Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 4, 2021 6:00 PM
Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT 
06801

1. Textbook Review

1.A. Senderos, for Spanish Levels I-4, Textbook

2. New Business

3. Public Comment
(Please note: The Board welcomes Public Comment and asks that 
speakers please limit their comments to 2 minutes. Speakers may 
offer objective comments of school operations and programs that 
concern them. The Board will not permit any expression of personal 
complaints or defamatory comments about Board of Education 
personnel and students, nor against any person connected with the 
Bethel Public School System.)

4. Adjourn
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Prepared For Prepared By

Bethel Public School District
PO Box 253
Bethel, CT 06801

Myles Stavis
mstavis@vistahigherlearning.com
Vista Higher Learning
500 Boylston St, Suite 620
Boston, MA 02116-3736

Senderos 2018
Qty Item Number Description Unit Price Total Value Total Cost

75 978-1-68005-315-9 Senderos Level 3 Supersite Plus(vText 
(Online))(6 year license) $119.95 $8,996.25 $8,996.25  

3 978-1-68005-340-1 Senderos Level 3 National TRB $788.95 $2,366.85 $0.00  

75 978-1-68005-329-6
Senderos Level 3 Student Edition + 
Supersite Plus(vText (Online))(6 year 
license)

$129.95 $9,746.25 $9,746.25  

35 978-1-68005-349-4 Senderos L4 Supersite Plus(vText 
(Online))(6 year license) $119.95 $4,198.25 $4,198.25  

50 978-1-68005-363-0 Senderos L4 Student Edition + Supersite 
Plus(vText (Online))(6 year license) $129.95 $6,497.50 $6,497.50  

2 978-1-68005-374-6 Senderos L4 National TRB $585.95 $1,171.90 $0.00  

Total Value $32,977.00
Total Gratis $3,538.75

Total Cost $29,438.25 
Est. Shipping (3%) $989.31

Est. Grand Total Cost $30,427.56

Special Instructions
• Please include a copy of your signed and dated tax exemption certificate when sending in your purchase order.
• Shipping rates shown here are only estimates and may be different than the actual charges invoiced for your 

shipment.

To Order Contact Customer Support
Phone (800) 269-6311 ext. 3 | Fax (617) 426-5215

Email orders@vistahigherlearning.com 
Vista Higher Learning

500 Boylston St. Suite 620 Boston, MA 02116

Terms of Use

mailto:orders@vistahigherlearning.com
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All sales of our books, materials and online content are expressly made subject to Vista Higher Learning Terms and 
Conditions, https://vistahigherlearning.com/terms-of-use, and Return Policy, https://vistahigherlearning.com/return-policy. 
Please read the Terms and Conditions and Return Policy carefully BEFORE accepting a quote, initiating a purchase order 
to us, or ordering online content.

By accepting and signing a quote, initiating a purchase order to us, entering into a contract with us, or ordering online 
content you agree to be bound by the Vista Higher Learning Terms and Conditions and Return Policy. THE VISTA 
HIGHER LEARNING TERMS AND CONDITIONS SHALL GOVERN ALL SALES OF VISTA HIGHER LEARNING 
BOOKS, MATERIALS AND ONLINE CONTENT and shall supersede any and all terms and conditions attached to your 
purchase orders and/or cost proposals or any other document that you present to Vista Higher Learning.

Thank you for your business!

https://vistahigherlearning.com/terms-of-use
https://vistahigherlearning.com/return-policy


World Language Dept.     
        Spanish   

BOE Presentation - October 2021

Senderos
Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4 



Objective: 

Today we will ...
Review the reasons the World Language Department at BHS 
needs a new textbook. 

Learn about the new features of the textbook selected by the 
BHS teachers.



What we will cover during this presentation: 

Special Features 
What Impressed us about  

this textbook 

The Problem … 
The problem we are facing  

Senderos Overview
Textbook Overview

Cost to District 
How much will the 

textbook cost the district 

02

03

04

01



The problem
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Problem

Problem
Our current textbook “Avancemos” is going to be obsolete, 
McDougall Littell will be shutting down its website and all of the 
resources available right now will NOT be available as of August 
2023. 

Finding a          
Solution

After I learned this information, I communicated it to my building 
administrators and Dr. Brooks. 

I then started researching for new textbooks, contacted several 
districts around our area (Watertown, Newtown, Brookfield, Masuk, Region 
15, New Fairfield, and New Milford) and called several publishers who 
sent us textbook samples with resources.  

As a department we looked through the materials sent to us, 
attended video conferences to learn about the textbooks, 
conducted lessons, met in PLCs and made an unanimous decision 
on Senderos by Vista Higher Learning. 



Alignment
We are aligning with the BMS… 

Support our 
Department 

Vision 

Senderos directly aligns with our department vision as this 
textbook focuses on communication skills and as a department 
we are focusing on improving the communication skills of our 
students and have more students graduate Bethel High School 
with the Seal of Biliteracy.  



Overview
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Overview

Video - Link 

Vista Higher Learning recognizes that 
proficiency is best achieved through 
an articulated and extended sequence 
of study. Senderos was designed with 
this in mind, resulting in a fully integrated 
and scaffolded Spanish program with a 
variety of print offerings and superior 
technology. With powerful and 
easy-to-use course management tools, 
we can shape Senderos to fit our 
instructional goals and teaching style—all 
while delivering an engaging, 
personalized learning experience to 
each and every student.

https://vistahigherlearning.wistia.com/medias/rdyc85skut


Each lesson is organized into 
color-coded strands that 

present new material in clear, 
comprehensible, and 

communicative ways. With a 
focus on authenticity, cultural 
immersion, and the seamless 

integration of text and 
technology, 

Spanish-language learning 
comes to life in ways that are 
meaningful to each and every 

student.



Special Features 
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Wows!



What impressed us … 
Alignment to Standards 

Blends the underlying principles of 
the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 

and the World Readiness Standards 
for Learning Languages.

Student Support
Provides many activities that are carefully 

scaffolded and self-corrected to give 
students immediate feedback and 

opportunity to self-enrich. 

Comprehensive Input & 
Authentic Resources 

Cultural Immersion with authentic 
resources that are continuously 
updated and connected to new 

learning. 

Cultural Representation 
It captures a wide 

representation of diverse 
cultures that are reflected in 

accurate and appropriate 
contexts.  Empowers students to become effective communicators 

and leaders of their learning by monitoring their progress 
and setting personal goals. 

Student Empowerment 



What impressed us … 
AP Alignment 

The book focuses on the three 
modes of communication 

emphasized on the AP Exam - 
interpersonal, interpretive and 

presentational. Starting in the lower 
levels, they have many AP types of 

activities (appropriately leveled). 

Proficiency Levels 
Offers many opportunities for 

students to improve their proficiency 
levels in listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing, which in turn will make 

students comfortable to take the 
AAPPL (if they decide NOT to take 

the AP class)

It has a huge focus on speaking communication, with 
activities such as partner chat, virtual chats with native 
speakers, and voice recognition our students will leave 

Bethel High School with a higher level of language 
proficiency. 

Focus on Speaking 
Allows students to be connected 

to the modern world by being 
engaged with groundbreaking 

digital tools. 

Connections



Technology 

Learning is just a click away 

Everything about VHL’s 
online learning environment 
is tremendously engaging 
and appealing to my 
students.

- Richard McMullan, Groves 
High School



Features of their Online Textbook 

Activities that allow 
students to carry out a 

conversation in pairs via 
video or audio.

Vocabulary tutorials featured in a 
cyclical learning sequence that 

optimizes comprehension and retention 
AND grammar tutorials that entertain 

and inform students by pairing grammar 
rules with fun explanations. 

Activities that provide students 
with opportunities to develop 
their listening and speaking 

skills and to build confidence as 
they practice with recordings of 

native speakers. 

Identifies student 
utterances in real time 

and objectively 
determines whether a 

student knows the word.

Teachers can easily shape and 
customize the curriculum to fit our 

instructional goals and teaching 
preferences. We can monitor 

student progress, communicate 
securely with individual students or 

the entire class, and track and report 
on student effort and outcomes.

Hundreds of program-specific, 
thematically-based, and 

carefully-scaffolded practice 
activities right at their 

fingertips.

Practice 

Communication Tools

Partner Chat

Speech Recognition 

Tutorials

VHS Central 



Cost
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“We do what’s 
best for Kids”  
We believe this 
textbook is 
simply that…  



Cost to District (Year 1)

Quantity Unit Price

Level 1
125 students

50 Supersite + Textbook
75 Supersite

$129.95
$119.95

Level 2
175 students 

75 Supersite + Textbook
100 Supersite

$129.95
$119.95

Year 1 → 300      
$31,571.10

** Online teacher licenses, Professional Development Workshop (Webinar), and anytime online support 
would be included at no cost to the district  



Cost to District (Year 2)  

Quantity Unit Price

Level 3
150 students 

75 Supersite
75 Supersite + Textbook

$119.95
$129.95

Level 4
85 students 

35 Supersite
50 Supersite + Textbook 

$119.95
$129.95

Year 2 → 235      $30,427.56



All Spanish Teachers Thank you! 



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icon by Flaticon, and infographics & images from Freepik

Thanks!
Does anyone have any questions?

addyouremail@freepik.com
+91 620 421 838
yourcompany.com

Please keep this slide for attribution

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/


Features of the Online Workbook
Additional vocabulary and grammar practice that 
include listening and speaking activities that are 
auto corrected for immediate feedback. 

Provides activities with all 3 modes of 
communication, interpersonal, interpretive 
and presentational. 

Provides students with an opportunity to 
focus on target areas where improvement 
can or needs to be made 

Activities that can be unassigned or a 
teacher can use them as pre-, actual, or 
post formative assessments to support 
student learning. 





Instructions for use (free users)
In order to use this template, you must credit Slidesgo by keeping the Thanks slide.

You are allowed to:

● Modify this template.
● Use it for both personal and commercial purposes.

You are not allowed to:

● Sublicense, sell or rent any of Slidesgo Content (or a modified version of Slidesgo Content).
● Distribute this Slidesgo Template (or a modified version of this Slidesgo Template) or include it in a database or in 

any other product or service that offers downloadable images, icons or presentations that may be subject to 
distribution or resale.

● Use any of the elements that are part of this Slidesgo Template in an isolated and separated way from this 
Template.

● Delete the “Thanks” or “Credits” slide.
● Register any of the elements that are part of this template as a trademark or logo, or register it as a work in an 

intellectual property registry or similar.

For more information about editing slides, please read our FAQs or visit Slidesgo School:
https://slidesgo.com/faqs and https://slidesgo.com/slidesgo-school

http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq
http://bit.ly/33VAFh3
http://bit.ly/30B07Gq


Instructions for use (premium users)
In order to use this template, you must be a Premium user on Slidesgo.

You are allowed to:

● Modify this template.
● Use it for both personal and commercial purposes.
● Hide or delete the “Thanks” slide and the mention to Slidesgo in the credits.
● Share this template in an editable format with people who are not part of your team.

You are not allowed to:

● Sublicense, sell or rent this Slidesgo Template (or a modified version of this Slidesgo Template).
● Distribute this Slidesgo Template (or a modified version of this Slidesgo Template) or include it in a database or in 

any other product or service that offers downloadable images, icons or presentations that may be subject to 
distribution or resale.

● Use any of the elements that are part of this Slidesgo Template in an isolated and separated way from this 
Template.

● Register any of the elements that are part of this template as a trademark or logo, or register it as a work in an 
intellectual property registry or similar.

For more information about editing slides, please read our FAQs or visit Slidesgo School:
https://slidesgo.com/faqs and https://slidesgo.com/slidesgo-school

http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq
http://bit.ly/33VAFh3
http://bit.ly/30B07Gq


Fonts & colors used
This presentation has been made using the following fonts:

Cairo
(https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Cairo)

Neucha
(https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Neucha)

#83bcd9 #f6b854 #f77c36#f6759d #8199c9 #788f75

https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Cairo
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Neucha


You can easily resize these resources without losing quality. To change the color, just ungroup the resource 
and click on the object you want to change. Then, click on the paint bucket and select the color you want. 

Group the resource again when you’re done. You can also look for more infographics on Slidesgo.

Use our editable graphic resources...

https://bit.ly/2ZjL1pd
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Task 2







...and our sets of editable icons
You can resize these icons, keeping the quality.

You can change the stroke and fill color; just select the icon and click on the paint bucket/pen.
In Google Slides, you can also use Flaticon’s extension, allowing you to customize and add even more icons.

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/flaticon-for-gsuit-gslide/haekgjfnhhdkgfgmldhfokhmfkgmciba


Educational Icons Medical Icons



Business Icons Teamwork Icons



Help & Support Icons Avatar Icons



Creative process Icons Performing Arts Icons



Nature Icons



SEO & Marketing Icons



http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq


Bethel Public School

Textbook or Instructional Resource Adoption Form

Please use as much space as needed to complete the questions.  When the form is complete,
please email it to Dr. Brooks and send one hard copy with signatures in the interoffice mail.
If you need any assistance with any part of the form, please contact Dr. Brooks.

1. Title of Currently Used Textbook/Instructional Resource:
¡Avancemos¡ Levels 1-4 Copyright © 2007
McDougal Littel (a division of Houghton Mifflin Company)

2. Title of Proposed Textbook/Instructional Resource:
Senderos Levels 1-4 Copyright © 2018
Vista Higher Learning, Inc

3. Subject Area:
World Language - Spanish

4. Course:
Spanish 12, Spanish 22/21H, Spanish 32/31H, Spanish 42/41H

5. Grade Level:
9-12

6. Author(s):
Vista Higher Learning, Inc

7. Publisher:
José A. Blanco

8. Unit Cost of Textbook or Unit Cost of the Instructional Resource:
The cost is $129.95. It includes  Senderos Levels 1 & 2 Supersite Plus (Student Edition +

Supersite Plus V. Text Online) 6 Year license

9. Number of Textbooks/Instructional Resource Materials Needed:
For the year 22/23: For the year 23/24:
Level 1: 125 Level 3: 150
Level 2: 175                                                     Level 4: 85

10. Total Cost (including estimated shipping):
For the year 22/23: $31,571.10 -- For a 6 Year license
For the year 23/24: $30,427.56 -- For a 6 Year license
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11. What specific selection criteria were established by the Selection Committee for a new
textbook or instructional material? (enumerate below)
1. ACTFL Standards Alignment
2. Authentic Materials
3. Comprehensive Input (CI)
4. Cultural Relevance (News and Cultural Updates)
5. Engaging and up to date materials
6. Easy to follow / user friendly  online textbook
7. Ways to personalize and/or differentiate learning
8. Scope and Sequence of material
9. Teacher resources

12. List the names of the Selection Committee members:
Andreia Dovale, Eugene Hellmann, Karla Mendoza, and Mariza Davila

13. Has the Selection Committee carefully vetted this textbook/instructional resource using
the established criteria?

Yes, we did extensive research on this particular textbook, including having a
video chat training with Higher Vista Learning experts and a real teacher who uses this
same textbook in her classroom.

14. Is there a digital component to this textbook that would collect student information
(names, email, date of birth, address, etc.) or house student content?

This online textbook will collect some of the student’s information, such as name
and email address as a way to log-in.

a. Did you review the status of the application or software program on our website
to see if it has already been approved for use?

i. It has not been approved yet.
b. If not, did you go through the Bethel Public School’s resource review process to

have it approved?
i. Yes, I did. Donna Burns sent the contract to our representative to be

signed. The contract has been signed by Vista Higher Learning.

15. What other textbooks or instructional resources were reviewed during the selection
process?  (list them below)

1. Entre Culturas from Wayside Publishing.
2. ¡Exploremos! from National Geographic Learning/Cengage
3. Aunténtico  from Pearson
4. Descubre from Vista Higher Learning
5. Encuentros from Vista Higher Learning

2

https://sites.google.com/bethel.k12.ct.us/bpsdigitallearning/student-data-privacy/reviewed-digital-resources?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/bethel.k12.ct.us/bpsdigitallearning/student-data-privacy/digital-resource-review?authuser=0


16. Was all or part of the textbook or instructional resource piloted by teachers? (Describe
the pilot procedure or explain why the textbook was not piloted.)

The textbook was piloted by the teacher in levels 2 and 3. In PLCs, teachers
created several lessons using the textbook (sample and limited online resources provided
by Vista Higher Learning). After conducting the lessons, again in PLCs, the teachers
shared about the students’ reaction to the different types of resources they had, and spoke
about the students’ outcomes. They were pleased with the level of rigor and relevance of
the materials.

17. What other school districts in our area or in Connecticut use this textbook or instructional
resource?

I spoke with several different department chairs in districts around our area
(Watertown, Newtown, Brookfield, Masuk, Region 15, New Fairfield, and New Milford).
Both Watertown and Newtown are currently looking to adopt a new textbook as they are
also using ¡Avancemos! Brookfield and Masuk are currently using Senderos for their
classes. Both districts mentioned that the decision was made unanimously by their
departments after their staff members had the opportunity to review many of the
curricular resources.

18. Summarize the reasons why this textbook or instructional resource is being recommended
to the Board of Education for adoption.

The reason our teachers chose this specific textbook is because we felt that it has
many components for our students to achieve proficiency in the language. This textbook
is a fully integrated and scaffolded program with a variety of print offerings and superior
technology. After the video training we were impressed by its many features such as how
we could empower our students to become effective communicators, support them
through personalized learning, engage them with many of the digital tools they offer on
their online textbook, and opportunities to connect to the modern world.

Signature: _______________________________________ Date:__________________
Proposal Originator

Signature:  _______________________________________                                 Date: __________________
Building Administrator

Signature:  _______________________________________                                 Date: ___________________
District Administrator

3
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Prepared For Prepared By

Bethel Public School District
PO Box 253
Bethel, CT 06801

Myles Stavis
mstavis@vistahigherlearning.com
Vista Higher Learning
500 Boylston St, Suite 620
Boston, MA 02116-3736

Senderos 2018
Qty Item Number Description Unit Price Total Value Total Cost

50 978-1-68005-261-9
Senderos Level 1 Student Edition + 
Supersite Plus(vText (Online))(6 year 
license)

$129.95 $6,497.50 $0.00  

75 978-1-68005-247-3 Senderos Level 1 Supersite Plus(vText 
(Online))(6 year license) $119.95 $8,996.25 $8,996.25  

2 978-1-68005-272-5 Senderos Level 1 National TRB $788.95 $1,577.90 $0.00  
3 978-1-68005-306-7 Senderos Level 2 National TRB $788.95 $2,366.85 $0.00  

75 978-1-68005-295-4
Senderos Level 2 Student Edition + 
Supersite Plus(vText (Online))(6 year 
license)

$129.95 $9,746.25 $9,746.25  

100 978-1-68005-281-7 Senderos Level 2 Supersite Plus(vText 
(Online))(6 year license) $119.95 $11,995.00 $11,995.00  

Service
Qty Item Number Description Unit Price Total Value Total Cost

1 WBNR002 Professional Development Workshop - 
Webinar $500.00 $500.00 $0.00  

Total Value $41,679.75
Total Gratis $10,942.25

Total Cost $30,737.50 
Est. Shipping (2%) $833.60

Est. Grand Total Cost $31,571.10

Special Instructions
• Please include a copy of your signed and dated tax exemption certificate when sending in your purchase order.
• Shipping rates shown here are only estimates and may be different than the actual charges invoiced for your 

shipment.

To Order Contact Customer Support
Phone (800) 269-6311 ext. 3 | Fax (617) 426-5215

Email orders@vistahigherlearning.com 
Vista Higher Learning

500 Boylston St. Suite 620 Boston, MA 02116

mailto:orders@vistahigherlearning.com
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Terms of Use
All sales of our books, materials and online content are expressly made subject to Vista Higher Learning Terms and 
Conditions, https://vistahigherlearning.com/terms-of-use, and Return Policy, https://vistahigherlearning.com/return-policy. 
Please read the Terms and Conditions and Return Policy carefully BEFORE accepting a quote, initiating a purchase order 
to us, or ordering online content.

By accepting and signing a quote, initiating a purchase order to us, entering into a contract with us, or ordering online 
content you agree to be bound by the Vista Higher Learning Terms and Conditions and Return Policy. THE VISTA 
HIGHER LEARNING TERMS AND CONDITIONS SHALL GOVERN ALL SALES OF VISTA HIGHER LEARNING 
BOOKS, MATERIALS AND ONLINE CONTENT and shall supersede any and all terms and conditions attached to your 
purchase orders and/or cost proposals or any other document that you present to Vista Higher Learning.

Thank you for your business!

https://vistahigherlearning.com/terms-of-use
https://vistahigherlearning.com/return-policy
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