
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709  • (218) 336-8752

 
Business Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Tuesday, December 18, 2018
District Services Center
709 Portia Johnson Dr.

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Financial Report

A. Financial Report
1) The final audit of the financial report for fiscal year ending June 30, 
2018 will be presented by a representative of Wipfli at the December 
11, 2018 Business Committee meeting.
2) Preliminary financial statements (unaudited) for the month ended 
October 2018 are attached.

B. Approval of Payment of Claims - Attached as an "extra"
C. Budget Revisions
D. Wire Transfers
E. Investment Transactions 
F. APU Projections 
G. Fundraisers 

2. Bids, R.F.P.s and Quotes Reports
A. Bid - None
B. RFPs - None
C. Quotes - None

3. Policies and Regulations 
A. New Policy 714 - Fund Balances
Attached is the MSBA Model Policy 714 - Fund Balances for the first 
reading.  This policy would replace current policy 3017.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve Policy 714 
- first reading.
B. Delete Policy 3017 - General Fund Reserve Balance
In moving to MSBA Model Policies, administration is recommending the 
deletion of Policy 3017 which will be replaced with MSBA Policy 714 - 
first reading.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the deletion 
of Policy 3017 - first reading.

4. Contracts, Change Orders, and Leases
A. Contracts - None
B. Change Orders

1) PLACEHOLDER - Other Change Orders
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C. Leases
1) PLACEHOLDER - Valley Youth/Welch Center

5. Resolutions
A. B-12-18-3606 - Acceptance of Donations

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve Resolution 
12-18-3606.
B. B-12-18-3607 - Authorized Bank Account Signer

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth school Board approve Resolution 
B-12-18-3607.
C. B-12-18-3608 - Certified Tax Levy

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve Resolution 
12-18-3608.
D. B-12-18-3609 - Establishing Combined Polling Places for Multiple 
Precincts and Designating Hours During Which the Polling Places Will 
Remain Open for Voting for School District Elections not Held on the Day 
of a Statewide Election - POSTPONED INDEFINITELY

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board not approve 
Resolution B-12-18-3609.
E. B-12-18-3610 - Resolution of Support Authorizing Acceptance of Safe 
Routes to School Grants Related to Providing Improvements to Pedestrian 
Access to Various Schools in the City of Duluth

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve Resolution 
B-12-18-3610.
F. PLACEHOLDER - Sale of Property

6. Informational - These items are provided for informational purposes only; no action 
is required.

A. Expenditure Contracts
The Superintendent or CFO/Executive Director of Business has signed these 
contracts during the month of November 2018.
B. Extension or Renewal Contracts - None
C. No Cost Contracts 
The Superintendent or CFO/Executive Director of Business has signed these 
contracts during the month of November 2018.
D. Revenue Contracts - None
E. Change Orders Signed - None
F. Facilities Management & Capital Project Status Report 
G. Property Sale Updates

7. Future Items
A. 2019 Legislative Agenda (January or February 2019)
B. Conflict of Interest Policy (January 2019)
C. Policy Updates
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i:\finance\monthly reports\fy 2019\[2019 budget changes report.xlsx]oct18

Duluth Public Schools

Budget Revisions Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019

Period Ending October 31, 2018

Food Community Capital Building Debt  Internal Student  

General-U General-R Service Transport Services Expenditure Construction Service Trust Service Activities Total

Revenues

Revised Budget 09/30/18 $76,531,906 $17,625,164 $4,118,820 $5,952,834 $7,417,699 $4,694,192 $0 $22,306,905 $262,450 $840,000 $1,496,993 $141,246,963

Title III 22,787         22,787           

Title IV 48,530         48,530           

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

Revised Budget, 10/31/18 $76,531,906 $17,696,481 $4,118,820 $5,952,834 $7,417,699 $4,694,192 $0 $22,306,905 $262,450 $840,000 $1,496,993 $141,318,280
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Duluth Public Schools

Budget Revisions Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019

Period Ending October 31, 2018

Food Community Capital Building Debt  Internal Student

General-U General-R Service Transport Services Expenditure Construction Service Trust Service Activities Total

Expenditures

Revised Budget 09/30/18 $73,132,798 $17,700,799 $4,198,981 $5,882,268 $7,689,184 $8,064,627 $342,141 $105,560,113 $1,421,043 $819,000 $1,496,993 $226,307,947

Title III 22,787         22,787           

Title IV 48,530         48,530           

Bond Carryover $300,549 300,549         

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

-                 

Revised Budget, 10/31/18 $73,132,798 $17,772,116 $4,198,981 $5,882,268 $7,689,184 $8,064,627 $642,690 $105,560,113 $1,421,043 $819,000 $1,496,993 $226,679,813

Operating Transfers - in 3,370,435 $3,370,435

Operating Transfers - out (3,370,435) ($3,370,435)

Net $28,673 ($75,635) ($80,161) $70,566 ($271,485) $0 ($642,690) ($83,253,208) ($1,158,593) $21,000 $0 ($85,361,533)
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MSDLFADESCRIPTIONVENDOR ID

10/31/2018Period Ending
ACH & Wire Transfer Summary

ISD #709 - Duluth Public Schools

CHECK DATE
11,179.41AFSCME MN COUNCIL 5 EFTV109781 10/05/2018
34,048.96DULUTH FEDERATION OF TEAV79764 10/05/2018

10,869.89EBC - FLEX EFTV106637 10/05/2018
57,439.44EBC - TSA EFTV106636 10/05/2018

874.22EDUCATION MN CLERICAL EFTV79771 10/05/2018
577,496.40FEDERAL 941 PR TAXESV102915 10/05/2018

6,671.00HARBOR POINTE CREDIT UNIONV107231 10/05/2018
140,004.02MG TRUSTV108066 10/05/2018

2,123.34MN CHILD SUPPORT EFTV05173 10/05/2018
1,023.65MN DEPT OF REVENUE EFTV108320 10/05/2018

101,935.48MN STATE PR TAXESV102916 10/05/2018
98,899.50PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENTV79708 10/05/2018

276,423.81TEACHERS RETIREMENT ASSOC EFTV108783 10/05/2018
1,643,831.59U S BANK - PY DIRECT DEPOSITV79704 10/05/2018

117,019.65CITISTREET FOR MSRSV106466 10/19/2018
34,162.05DULUTH FEDERATION OF TEAV79764 10/19/2018
10,849.06EBC - FLEX EFTV106637 10/19/2018

58,798.30EBC - TSA EFTV106636 10/19/2018
874.22EDUCATION MN CLERICAL EFTV79771 10/19/2018

576,655.16FEDERAL 941 PR TAXESV102915 10/19/2018
6,671.00HARBOR POINTE CREDIT UNIONV107231 10/19/2018

130,823.69MG TRUSTV108066 10/19/2018
1,921.22MN CHILD SUPPORT EFTV05173 10/19/2018
1,572.60MN DEPT OF REVENUE EFTV108320 10/19/2018

101,343.57MN STATE PR TAXESV102916 10/19/2018

101,410.18PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENTV79708 10/19/2018
273,103.51TEACHERS RETIREMENT ASSOC EFTV108783 10/19/2018

1,662,944.47U S BANK - PY DIRECT DEPOSITV79704 10/19/2018
728.03TEACHERS RETIREMENT ASSOC EFTV108783 10/25/2018

1,483,707.18PEIP - HLTH EFTV106638 10/30/2018
177,515.60MEDICA HEALTH PLAN (EFT)V06645 10/30/2018

57,831.99DELTA DENTAL PLAN OF MN(EFT)V80030 10/30/2018
30,747.55HARRIS BANKV104923 10/30/2018

27.00MN DEPT OF REVENUE  EFTV100499 10/30/2018
7,791,526.74
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ISD 709 - Duluth Public Schools

GF Investment Activity for FY 2019

As of October 31, 2018

Beginning Investment Balance (September 30, 2018) 10,626,271.16$     

Add Purchases: Yield

Date Issuer Broker Matures (YTM)

10/5/2018 United States Treasury Bills MBS 1/10/2019 2.05% 1,989,160.00$       

10/15/2018 Federal Home Loan Bank MBS 12/14/2018 1.75% 999,500.00$          

10/25/2018 MN Trust Term Series MNT 11/26/2018 2.21% 8,000,000.00$       

10/26/2018 United States Treasury Bills MBS 1/24/2019 2.20% 994,600.00$          

Total Purchases

Deduct Maturities/Calls/Sales: Yield

Date Issuer Broker Matures (YTM)

10/1/2018 Bank Baroda New York MBS 10/1/2018 1.90% 248,000.00$          

10/12/2018 Level One Bk Farmington Hills MI MBS 10/12/2018 1.85% 247,000.00$          

10/25/2018 MN Trust Term Series MNT 10/25/2018 2.12% 6,000,000.00$       

Total Maturities

Other items:

Add: Money Market Funds Interest 124.88$                 

Beginning Value Adjustment

Other Interest/Cash Balance on Account (Reverse)

Deduct: Transaction Fees/Other

Market Value Adjustment-Adjust for Cost Basis

Other Interest/Cash Balance on Account (Reverse)

Total Other

Ending Investment Balance (October 31, 2018) 16,114,656.04$     

Note: Ending Investment Balance as of October 31, 2017 was $4,681,536.58

6,495,000.00$              

124.88$                        

11,983,260.00$            
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Grade Levels Dec Enrollment Progression to PU Projected PU PUW Projected APU

KG 581.50 0.9924027624486 577.08 1.00 577.08 607.15

HK 80 1.0356198060447 82.85 1.00 82.85 74.02

Gr 1‐3 1850 0.9912704206765 1833.85 1.00 1833.85 1844.36

Gr 4‐6 1853.19 0.9840332112247 1823.60 1.00 1823.60 1789.58

Gr 7‐8 1192.6 0.9663565983317 1152.48 1.20 1382.97 1399.07

Gr 9‐12  2761.03 0.9347966903849 2581.00 1.20 3097.20 3114.90

Sub‐Total 8318.32 8050.86116 8797.56 8829.08

Other APU Generators

Dec Enrollment Progression to PU Projected PU PUW Projected APU

Early Childhood 224 0.42560991 95.34 1.000 95.34 100.33

Early Childhood Details Final Count Dec 1 Count Final PU

15‐16 367 228 86.97

16‐17 384 210 95.08

17‐18 422 224 100.32

18‐19* 224 95.34

Resident Tuition**

Resident Tuition Details Total APU 33.07

15‐16 35.28

16‐17 30.01

17‐18 33.91

18‐19* 33.07

ALC**

ALC Details Total APU 254.93

15‐16 260.40

16‐17 238.06

17‐18 266.33

18‐19* 254.93

Projected Total APU 8892.89 8929.41

Budgeted APU 8884.00

Net 8.89

* Projected

** Included in Grade level projections

PU: Pupil Unit

APU: Average Pupil Unit

PUW: Pupil Unit Weight

EOY: End of Year

MFR:MN Funding Reports

Duluth Public Schools‐ISD 709
Average Pupil Units / Pupil Units  Projection Report ‐ FY 2018

December 2018

MFR 

PRELIMINARY  

108



Duluth Public Schools Projected Average Daily Membership (ADM) Report

December 2018

Grade

Total Number 

of 

Enrollments

Unique 

Student 

Count

Current 

Enrollments

Projected 

ADM Budgeted ADM

Enrollments 

/ADM ADM /Student  

EC 287 245 224 95.34 97.00 3.01 0.39

PK 68 58 56 33.60 48.10 2.02 0.58

HK 116 84 80 82.85 67.00 1.40 0.99

KG 660 609 581.5 577.08 568.00 1.14 0.95

1 766 701 648 642.34 660.00 1.19 0.92

2 698 639 597 591.79 581.00 1.18 0.93

3 707 638 605 599.72 610.00 1.18 0.94

4 736 671 631 620.92 599.00 1.19 0.93

5 745 685 638.69 628.49 631.00 1.19 0.92

6 734 626 583.5 574.18 547.00 1.28 0.92

7 737 639 599.6 579.43 593.00 1.27 0.91

8 753 641 593 573.05 613.00 1.31 0.89

9 1032 788 730.38 682.76 681.00 1.51 0.87

10 1077 772 696.5 651.09 655.00 1.65 0.84

11 1113 754 645.35 603.27 590.00 1.84 0.80

12 1515 956 688.8 643.89 638.00 2.35 0.67

Total: 11744 9506 8598.32 8179.80 8178.1 1.48 0.84

GRADE

1617        

FINAL ADM

1718         

FINAL ADM

DEC 1819      

Projected ADM

EC 95.09 100.31 95.34

PK 28.85 38.4 33.60

HK 59.83 74.02 82.85

KG 546.04 607.15 577.08

1 636.59 602.43 642.34

2 622.13 617.88 591.79

3 662.99 624.05 599.72

4 582.37 646.85 620.92

5 586.63 570.25 628.49

6 551.39 572.48 574.18

7 567.26 579.71 579.43

8 551.08 586.18 573.05

9 647.17 668.14 682.76

10 697.38 634.02 651.09

11 619.99 664.72 603.27

12 612.03 628.87 643.89

Total: 8066.82 8215.46 8179.80

0
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1617        FINAL ADM

1718         FINAL ADM

DEC 1819      Projected ADM

EC         PK HK       KG         1          2         3             4          5          6          7          8          9        10         11         12

ADM By Grade Level  1617 ‐ Present
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Duluth Public Schools: Enrollments, Students and  Projected Average Daily Membership (ADM)

December 2018

Grade

Total Number 

of 

Enrollments

Unique 

Student 

Count

Current 

Enrollments

Projected 

ADM Budgeted ADM

Enrollments 

/ADM ADM /Student  

EC 287 245 224 95.34 97.00 3.01 0.39

PK 68 58 56 33.60 48.10 2.02 0.58

HK 116 84 80 82.85 67.00 1.39 0.99

KG 660 609 581.5 577.08 568.00 1.14 0.95

1 766 701 648 642.34 660.00 1.19 0.92

2 698 639 597 591.79 581.00 1.18 0.93

3 707 638 605 599.72 610.00 1.18 0.94

4 736 671 631 620.92 599.00 1.19 0.92

5 745 685 638.69 628.49 631.00 1.19 0.91

6 734 626 583.5 574.18 547.00 1.28 0.91

7 737 639 599.6 579.43 593.00 1.27 0.91

8 753 641 593 573.05 613.00 1.31 0.89

9 1032 788 730.38 682.76 681.00 1.51 0.87

10 1077 772 696.5 651.09 655.00 1.65 0.85

11 1113 754 645.35 603.27 590.00 1.84 0.80

12 1515 956 688.8 643.89 638.00 2.34 0.68

Total: 11744 9506 8598.32 8179.80 8178.1 1.44 0.87

0.00

0.50

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

3.00

3.50

Enrollments /ADM

ADM /Student

EC        PK     HK      KG      1         2       3         4        5        6        7         8       9      10       11  12

1819  December  ADM to Enrollments and Students
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1.00
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4.00

5.00

6.00

7.00

Enrollments /ADM

ADM /Student

EC      PK       HK     KG      1       2        3        4      5        6         7       8         9       10      11     12

EC    PK     HK    KG   1      2       3       4      5      6      7       8       9     10     11   12

1718  FINAL ADM to Enrollments and Students

1617  Final  ADMS to Enrollments and Students
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1617  FINAL ADM to Enrollments and Students

EC     PK HK      KG       1        2        3        4         5       6        7         8       9      10        11       12
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Fundraisers - November 2018 

 

School  Organization Profit Description 

Denfeld Volleyball $1,000.00 Butter Braids 

Denfeld Girls Swim $1,000.00 Pop Sockets 

East Boys Hockey $1,100.00 Wreath sales 

East Boys Hockey $500.00 Gift Card sales 

East Boys Hockey $5,000.00 Program ad sales 

East Cheer Booster $600.00 50/50 Rubber Duck Toss 

Homecroft 5th grade students $600.00 Spaghetti feed 

Lakewood 5th grade students $1,562.50 Calendar sales 

Lakewood 5th grade students $440.00 Candy bars 

Lester Park School-wide $2,000.00 Cherrydale fundraiser 

Lester Park 
The Lester Park 

Foundation 
$3,700.00 Boosterthon Fun Run 

Lester Park 

ECFE 

ECFE Parent Advisory 

Council 
$350.00 Gym night and bake sale 

Piedmont ECFE 
ECFE Parent Advisory 

Council 
$2,500.00 Betty's Pies 
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714 – 1 of 3 

714  FUND BALANCES 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to create new fund balance classifications to allow for 
more useful fund balance reporting and for compliance with the reporting guidelines 
specified in Statement No. 54 of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB). 
 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The policy of this school district is to comply with GASB Statement No. 54. To the 
extent a specific conflict occurs between this policy and the provisions of GASB 
Statement No. 54, the GASB Statement shall prevail. 

 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Assigned” fund balance amounts are comprised of unrestricted funds 
constrained by the school district’s intent that they be used for specific 

purposes, but that do not meet the criteria to be classified as restricted or 
committed. In funds other than the general fund, the assigned fund balance 
represents the remaining amount that is not restricted or committed. The 
assigned fund balance category will cover the portion of a fund balance that 
reflects the school district’s intended use of those resources. The action to 

assign a fund balance may be taken after the end of the fiscal year. An 
assigned fund balance cannot be a negative number. 

 
B. “Committed” fund balance amounts are comprised of unrestricted funds used 

for specific purposes pursuant to constraints imposed by formal action of the 

school board and that remain binding unless removed by the school board by 
subsequent formal action. The formal action to commit a fund balance must 
occur prior to fiscal year end; however, the specific amounts actually 
committed can be determined in the subsequent fiscal year. A committed 
fund balance cannot be a negative number. 

 
C. “Enabling legislation” means legislation that authorizes a school district to 

assess, levy, charge, or otherwise mandate payment of resources from 
external providers and includes a legally enforceable requirement that those 
resources be used only for the specific purposes listed in the legislation. 

 
D. “Fund balance” means the arithmetic difference between the assets and 

liabilities reported in a school district fund. 
 

E. “Non-spendable” fund balance amounts are comprised of funds that cannot 

be spent because they are either not in spendable form or are legally or 
contractually required to be maintained intact. They include items that are 
inherently unspendable, such as, but not limited to, inventories, prepaid 
items, long-term receivables, non-financial assets held for resale, or the 
permanent principal of endowment funds. 

 
F. “Restricted” fund balance amounts are comprised of funds that have legally 

enforceable constraints placed on their use that either are externally imposed 
by resource providers or creditors (such as through debt covenants), 
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grantors, contributors, voters, or laws or regulations of other governments, 
or are imposed by law through constitutional provisions or enabling 
legislation. 

 
G. “Unassigned” fund balance amounts are the residual amounts in the general 

fund not reported in any other classification. Unassigned amounts in the 
general fund are technically available for expenditure for any purpose. The 
general fund is the only fund that can report a positive unassigned fund 

balance. Other funds would report a negative unassigned fund balance 
should the total of non-spendable, restricted, and committed fund balances 
exceed the total net resources of that fund. 
 

H. “Unrestricted” fund balance is the amount of fund balance left after 

determining both non-spendable and restricted net resources. This amount 
can be determined by adding the committed, assigned, and unassigned fund 
balances. 

 
IV. CLASSIFICATION OF FUND BALANCES 

 
The school district shall classify its fund balances in its various funds in one or more 
of the following five classifications: non-spendable, restricted, committed, assigned, 
and unassigned. 

 

V. MINIMUM FUND BALANCE 
 

The school district will strive to maintain a minimum unassigned general fund 
balance of Eight (8) percent of the unrestricted general fund annual budget.      

[ ____ months of operating expenses.] 

 
VI. ORDER OF RESOURCE USE 
 

If resources from more than one fund balance classification could be spent, the 
school district will strive to spend resources from fund balance classifications in the 

following order (first to last): restricted, committed, assigned, and unassigned.  
 
VII. COMMITTING FUND BALANCE 
 

A majority vote of the school board is required to commit a fund balance to a 

specific purpose and subsequently to remove or change any constraint so adopted 
by the board. 

 
VIII. ASSIGNING FUND BALANCE 
 

The school board, by majority vote, may assign fund balances to be used for specific 
purposes when appropriate. The board also delegates the power to assign fund 
balances to the following: Superintendent and/or Chief Financial Officer.  
Assignments so made shall be reported to the school board on a monthly basis, 
either separately or as part of ongoing reporting by the assigning party if other than 

the school board.  
 
An appropriation of an existing fund balance to eliminate a projected budgetary 
deficit in the subsequent year’s budget in an amount no greater than the projected 
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excess of expected expenditures over expected revenues satisfies the criteria to be 
classified as an assignment of fund balance. 
 

IX. REVIEW 
 

The school board will conduct an annual review of the sufficiency of the minimum 
unassigned general fund balance level. 
 

 
 
Legal References: Statement No. 54 of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
 
Cross References: MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 7, Education Funding  

 
New Policy 
Replacing: 3017 
First Reading: 12-18-2018 
Adopted:  
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3017 GENERAL FUND RESERVE BALANCE 
 
 
The School Board of Independent School District No. 709, St. Louis County, Minnesota 

recognizes the importance of maintaining enduring financial stability. To ensure financial 

stability, the District shall establish and maintain an amount in the general fund 

undesignated reserve and/or the severance-insurance premium reserve equal to ten percent 

of the combined budgeted unrestricted expenditures from the general fund, food service 

fund, transportation fund, community services fund, capital fund, and debt service fund. 

 
Any reduction in the above named general fund reserve may only be made through Board 

resolution voted upon by a two/thirds majority of the members of the School Board. 

 
Adopted: 04-15-1997 ISD 709 

Revised: 01-21-2003 ISD 709 
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Duluth Public Schools ISD 709 | 215 N First Avenue East | Duluth, MN 55802 | (218) 336-8752 
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RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Donations to Duluth Public Schools 
 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept donations by 

resolution expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the donations in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the 

best interest of the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the 

below-described donations from said organizations in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its 

grateful appreciation to these various individuals and organizations. 
 

SCHOOL DONOR AMOUNT RESTRICTION COMMENTS 

Area 

Learning 

Center 

DFT $100.00 
ALC Student 

Holiday Auction 
 

Congdon Maurices $67.00 None Grand Give event 

Denfeld 

Thomas and 

Michelle 

Stender 

$500.00 Drama Department  

Denfeld 
Joe 

Westerberg 
$125.00 Boys Basketball  

Denfeld 
Joe 

Westerberg 
$125.00 Girls Basketball  

Denfeld 
Allete Clean 

Energy, Inc. 
$500.00 Drama Department  

Denfeld 
The Jamar 

Company 
$100.00 

Fab Labs at East 

and Denfeld  
 

Denfeld 
Parsons 

Electric  
In Kind None 

Donated manpower, supplies and 

materials to cover the electrical 

installation of two new automotive 

hoists in the Denfeld CTE Automotive 

lab.  

Denfeld 

Graybar 

Electric 

Supply 

In Kind None 

Donated manpower, supplies and 

materials to cover the electrical 

installation of two new automotive 

hoists in the Denfeld CTE Automotive 

lab.  

Denfeld 

Pete and 

Maureen 

Olson 

In Kind Gym class Ping pong table 
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Denfeld 

Karen and 

Royal 

Alworth 

$100.00 Hunter Hut  

District-

Wide 

Carolyn 

Zanko 
In Kind None 

78 pairs of hand knitted mittens and 10 

hats (sent to Laura MacArthur, Myers-

Wilkins, and Stowe) 

District-

Wide 

Advantage 

Emblem  
In Kind None Two $100 gift certificates 

District-

Wide 

Nancy 

Holmgren 
$100.00 

Families in 

Transition program 
 

District-

Wide 

Stephanie & 

Thomas 

Chartier 

$25.00 
Families in 

Transition program 
 

ECFE 

Families in 

Transition 

Barnes Noble 

customers 
In Kind 

ECFE families and 

library 

Customers could purchase a book from 

a list and donate it.  A majority of the 

books will be given to families; some 

will be kept for the ECFE library. 

HOCHS 

MN Teachers 

Retirement 

Association 

In Kind None 
Cubicle for CFO's office (they donated 

when they moved offices) 

Lakewood Maurices $33.00 None Grand Give event 

Laura 

MacArthur 

Bethany 

Community 

Church 

In Kind None Hats and mittens for students 

Laura 

MacArthur 
Anonymous In Kind None 9 bags of handmade hats for students 

Laura 

MacArthur 

Elks Lodge 

Auxiliary 
In Kind None Supplies for students 

Laura 

MacArthur 
Maurices $40.00 None Grand Give event 

Laura 

MacArthur 

Skybridge 

Americas, 

Inc  

$25.90 None CocaCola Give 

Laura 

MacArthur 

West Duluth 

American 

Legion 

Auxiliary 

In Kind Students School supplies 

Lester Park Maurices $67.00 None Grand Give event 

Lincoln 

Park 
Maurices $30.00 None Grand Give event 
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Lincoln 

Park 

Duluth Elks 

Lodge and 

All American 

Club 

Auxiliary 

In Kind None Misc school supplies 

Lincoln 

Park 

Tonia 

Villegas 
$600.00 

Student lunch 

balances 

Lunches for students who are not free 

and reduced but are behind on their bill 

Lowell 

Rotary Club 

of Duluth 

#25 

In Kind Library 16 books  

Lowell 

Citon 

Computer 

Corp. 

In Kind Computer lab 50 mouse pads 

Lowell Maurices $33.00 None Grand Give event 

Stowe Parent Group $1,000.00 Wolf Ridge trip  

Stowe Parent Group $1,300.00 
Teacher classroom 

accounts 
 

Stowe Maurices $33.00 None Grand Give event 

Stowe 

Sammy's 

Pizza & 

Restaurant 

In Kind After school clubs 
Provided pizza's at cost for end of 

season party 

Stowe Susan Woods In Kind Students Brought a few pair of new tennis shoes 

Stowe 

Asbury 

United 

Methodist 

Church 

In Kind Students Backpacks and hats and mittens/gloves 

Stowe 

Bethany 

Community 

Church 

In Kind Students School supplies and hats/mittens 

Stowe 
Beacon 

Pointe Hotel 
In Kind Students 

Towels, soaps and lotions for Wolf 

Ridge trip 
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RESOLUTION 

             Authorized Bank Account Signer – December 2018 

 

 RESOLVED, by the School Board of Independent School District No.  709, St. Louis 

County, Minnesota, that it hereby authorizes the following: 

 

District 

Building 

Banking 

Institution 

Account 

Number 

Addition of 

Authorized Signer 

Removal of 

Authorized Signer 

Congdon 

Park 
North Shore XXXX4030 Heidi Klassen Mikilia Carroll 
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 R E S O L U T I O N 

Certified Tax Levy 2018 Payable 2019 

 

 

 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, By the School Board of Independent School District No. 709, St. 

Louis County, Minnesota, to hereby set the Tax Levy for 2018 Payable 2019 at $39,837,624.11. 
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RESOLUTION  

Establishing Combined Polling Places for Multiple Precincts and Designating Hours  

During Which the Polling Places Will Remain Open for Voting For School District Elections  

Not Held on the Day of a Statewide Election 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School District No. 709, State of 

Minnesota, as follows: 

 

 1. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the precincts and polling places for school 

district elections are those precincts or parts of precincts located within the boundaries of the school 

district which have been established by the cities or towns located in whole or in part within the school 

district. The board hereby confirms those precincts and polling places so established by those 

municipalities. 

 

 2. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the board may establish a combined polling 

place for several precincts for school district elections not held on the day of a statewide election. Each 

combined polling place must be a polling place that has been designated by a county or municipality. 

The following combined polling places are established to serve the precincts specified for all school 

district special and general elections not held on the same day as a statewide election: 

 

 Combined Polling Places (District #1): Lakeview Covenant Church  

        (City of Duluth, Precinct #5) 

        1001 Jean Duluth Road 

        Duluth, MN  55804 

 

"These combined polling places serve all territory in Independent School District No. 709 located 

in the City of Duluth (Precincts 1, 2, 4-7), City of Rice Lake, Gnesen Township, Lakewood 

Township, Normanna Township, North Star Township, Unorg Township 2 and Unorg Township 

23 located in St. Louis County, Minnesota." 

 

    Combined Polling Place (District #2): Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Duluth 

       (City of Duluth, Precinct 12) 

       835 West College Street 

       Duluth, MN  55811 

 

"This combined polling place serves all territory in Independent School District No. 709 

located in the City of Duluth (Precincts 3, 8-14) located in St. Louis County, Minnesota." 

 

 Combined Polling Place (District #3): Duluth Heights Community Club  

        (City of Duluth, Precinct #22) 

        33 West Mulberry Street 

        Duluth, MN  55811  

 

"This combined polling place serves all territory in Independent School District No. 709 

located in the City of Duluth (Precincts 15-20, 22-25) located in St. Louis County, 

Minnesota." 
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 Combined Polling Place (District #4): Asbury United Methodist Church 

        (City of Duluth, Precinct #32) 

        6822 Grand Avenue 

        Duluth, MN  55807 

 

"This combined polling place serves all territory in Independent School District No. 709 

located in the City of Duluth (Precincts 21, 26-30, 32-34) located in St. Louis County, 

Minnesota." 

 

 Combined Polling Places (District At-Large): Use combined polling places for Districts 1-4 

 

 3. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.09, the polling places will remain open for voting 

for school district elections not held on the same day as a statewide election between the hours of 7:00 

o'clock a.m. and 8:00 o'clock p.m. 

 

 4. The clerk is directed to file a certified copy of this resolution with the county auditors of each of 

the counties in which the school district is located, in whole or in part, within thirty (30) days after its 

adoption. 

 

 5. As required by Minnesota Statutes, Section 204B.16, Subdivision 1a, the clerk is hereby 

authorized and directed to give written notice of new polling place locations to each affected 

household with at least one registered voter in the school district whose school district polling place 

location has been changed.  The notice must be a non-forwardable notice mailed at least twenty-five 

(25) days before the date of the first election to which it will apply.  A notice that is returned as 

undeliverable must be forwarded immediately to the appropriate county auditor, who shall change the 

registrant’s status to “challenged” in the statewide registration system. 
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INFORMATION ON RESOLUTION TO COMBINE POLLING PLACES 

 

A new election law from the 2017 Legislative Session (205A.11) gave school districts the 

authority to establish combined polling places for those elections in which no other election is 

being held within the school district (for example, this resolution would not apply to general 

elections or city elections).  This resolution must be passed annually by December.  The board 

must designate the combined polling place (or places) they would use in the future calendar year 

should there be a stand-alone special school board election.  The school district must also notify 

the county auditor by sending them a copy of the resolution.  The district currently has no plans 

to call a stand-alone school district special election; this resolution is a preemptive in case one is 

needed in the 2019 calendar year.   

 

Criteria for selection of combined polling places include: (1) polling place must be a designated 

polling place used by the county or municipality, (2) geographical distribution, (3) population 

distribution and (4) one combined polling place per district. 

 

If the Board passes the resolution with combined polling places, it appears the Board may elect 

later to NOT combine polling places should a special election occur (the law is silent but 

verbiage in the law suggests it is okay.  MSBA suggests checking with our attorneys).  However, 

if the Board passes the resolution to combine polling places, the district may not further restrict 

polling places down to a lower number (like 4) or to a higher number (like 10) during that year.  

Once the resolution and number of combined polling places are determined and 

approved/passed, the resolution stands and cannot be changed for the year.  However, it sounds 

like it could be ignored should the district elect to use all polling places if a special election 

occurs.   

 

If the Board does not pass this resolution, and a special school board election is needed (not held 

in conjunction with city or state elections), the district would be required to pay for all costs 

related to this election.  This would include, but not limited to, election judge hiring, training and 

wages, voting machine usage, printing of ballots, staff time, etc.  Currently, when a ‘regular’ 

school board election occurs, it is coordinated with the City of Duluth’s election cycle (odd 

numbered years).  The school board elections are tied to the Duluth’s elections as a result of a 

law passed in 1974.  Because the city also has offices up for election, regulations mandate that 

the city ‘run’ the election with input from the election clerk from the school district.  The bulk of 

the work completed is performed by the city.  Election costs between the city and school district 

are divided using a state mandated cost sharing formula.  This means the school district does not 

shoulder the entire cost of the election.  If this resolution is not passed, all costs for the special 

election would be incurred by the district, as well as considerable staff time to conduct the 

election.  Attached is a listing of costs paid by the school district and the city for the 2015 and 

2017 election cycles.     
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The savings by passing this resolution would be substantial.  Without a resolution: 

 At-large election would have 39 polling places that would need to be operated, staffed 

with judges and supplies, and all ballot expenses.  This would all be coordinated and 

paid for by the school district.  With a resolution, the polling places could be combined 

down to 5 (or whatever number is chosen) centrally located ones. 

 1st District has 13 polling places which could be combined down to 2 with this 

resolution. 

 2nd District has 8 polling places which could be combined down to 1 centrally located 

one with this resolution.  

 3rd District has 10 polling places which could be combined down to 1 centrally located 

one with this resolution. 

 4th District has 9 polling places which could be combined down to 1 centrally located 

one with this resolution.  As an FYI, Precinct 30, even though is in the city of Duluth, 

does not vote for ISD 709 as their students go to Proctor. 
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2015 Total Election Costs Primary General Total
City of Duluth $50,050.91 $67,480.86 $117,531.77
Duluth Public Schools* $31,782.36 $25,258.45 $57,040.81
Total** $81,833.27 $92,739.31 $174,572.58

2017 Total Election Costs Primary General Total
City of Duluth $74,056.54 $84,090.28 $158,146.82
Duluth Public Schools* $39,886.96 $33,132.13 $73,019.09
Total** $111,582.54 $117,222.41 $231,165.91

* The costs listed for the school district do NOT include the wages/overtime paid to the school district election clerk during the 
   election cycle.

** The district pays the full costs of the polling places for the City of Rice Lake, the four townships and the 
    two unorg precincts (voting machine testing and usage, election judge wages, all supplies, public notice postings, etc.)
    This is because these areas do NOT vote for Duluth elected officials and the only reason their polling places are open
     is because the school district is holding a special election (their residents votes for Duluth Public School officials, referendums, etc).
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RESOLUTION 
Resolution of Support Authorizing Acceptance of Safe Routes to School Grants Related to 

Providing Improvements to Pedestrian Access to Various Schools in the City of Duluth 

 

RESOLVED, that the city of Duluth (“city”) act as the legal sponsor for the Safe Routes 

to School project as contained in the 2018 Infrastructure Grant applications to be submitted prior 

to January 4, 2019, and that the mayor and clerk are hereby authorized to apply to the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration for a grant not to exceed 

$300,000 for funding of each of the following two projects: 1) Sidewalk improvements along 

designated Safe Routes to School to Lincoln Park Middle School, and 2) Pedestrian crossing 

improvements identified in Safe Routes to School plans for elementary schools; 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the city has the legal authority to apply for financial 

assistance, and the institutional, managerial and financial capability to ensure adequate project 

administration; 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that although no local match contribution is required, the city 

commits to provide an additional $100,000 in funds for the Lincoln Park application. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the city designate the Lincoln Park Middle School 

Pedestrian and ADA Improvements as the first priority for funding, and that the Duluth 

Elementary Schools Pedestrian Crossing Improvements be ranked the second priority. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the city has adopted Ordinance 18-049 on September 24, 

2018 requiring new subdivisions to incorporate Safe Routes to School Infrastructure; 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon approval of its application by the state, the mayor 

and clerk may enter into a grant agreement with the state of Minnesota for the above referenced 

projects and receive said grant payable into Permanent Improvement Fund 411, Department 035 

(Capital Projects Accounts). Source 4210-01 (Pass-thru federal grants capital), and that the city 

certifies that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the mayor and clerk are hereby authorized to execute such 

documents as are necessary to implement the project on behalf of the city. 
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Expenditure Contracts Signed  

November 2018 

 

For your information, the Superintendent or the Executive Director of Business Services has 

signed the following expenditure contracts during the month of October 2018:  

 

Name  

Amount 

(or Not to 

Exceed) 

Source Description  

Brian StillDay Jr. $3,000.00 
American Indian 

Education 

Drumming at presentations, events and cultural 

activities 

Jeremy Davis $2,500.00 
American Indian 

Education 

Hand drumming and other cultural activities 

and teachings 

Pat St. Germaine $2,500.00 
American Indian 

Education 

Jingle dress dancing/teachings and other 

cultural activities 

Shawn Carr $2,500.00 
American Indian 

Education 

Teachings of our Veteran Eagle Staff Carriers 

and other cultural activities 

True North Americorps $3,875.00 Congdon Park Math interventionalist 

Daniel Oyinloye $16,065.00 Denfeld Teaching artist (paid in full by grant) 

Gary Boelhower $13,005.00 Denfeld Teaching artist (paid in full by grant) 

Karen Perry $13,005.00 Denfeld 
Community Connections Consultant (paid in 

full by grant) 

Sources of Strength $20,000.00 
Denfeld & 

Duluth East 
Training and support (paid in full by grant) 

William Mittlefehldt $16,524.00 Denfeld 
Service Learning Pilot Program (paid in full by 

grant) 

North Shore Scenic 

Railroad 
$450.00 Lester Park Field trip 

Zeitgeist Center for 

Arts & Community 
$4,000.00 

Office of 

Education Equity 

After school activities for middle/high schools 

for various programs 

Cassandra Williams $6,000.00 Special Services Sign language interpreting 

Concordia Community 

Arts 
$2,150.00 Special Services Preschool planning as required by IEP 

Lakeview Christian 

Academy 
$25,000.00 Transportation 

Transportation reimbursements for 2018-19 

school year 

Many Rivers 

Montessori 
$25,000.00 Transportation 

Transportation reimbursements for 2018-19 

school year 

Spirit of the Lake 

Community School 
$25,000.00 Transportation 

Transportation reimbursements for 2018-19 

school year 
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No Cost Contracts Signed 

October 2018 

  

For your information, the Superintendent or the Executive Director of Business Services has 

signed the following no cost contracts during the month of October 2018:  

 

Name  Source Description  

Second Harvest Northern Lakes 

Food Bank 

Families in 

Transition 
Participation in BackPack program  

University of Minnesota Duluth 

(UMD) 
Superintendent 

Affiliation agreement for students participating 

in social work field placements (internships) 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

199



200



201



202



203



204



205



206



207



208



209



210



Page 1 of 1 

 

 

Facilities Management & Capital Project Status Report 

November 2018 
 

 

 
Facilities Management – Maintenance and Operations - General 

 In the past month, the Facilities maintenance crews have completed 399 work orders, and are currently 

working on 410 open work orders. 

 Facilities maintenance trade crews are currently scheduled at Lowell Elementary. 
 The Rockridge lease with “The Hills” is finalized and executed. 

 Continuing to work with HR and Union to review and update position descriptions. 

 Lowell Elementary staff and volunteers have presented a Nature Play expansion project to enhance play 

features at Lowell School. 

 Facilities is evaluating an alternative service provider for hard phone lines in efforts to save funds. 

 The FCC has reallocated radio frequencies in the 600 to 700 MHZ range.  This service band of 

frequencies was sold to T-Mobile, and we will have to cease use by July 13, 2020 at the latest.  T-

Mobile has started to use these frequencies in St Louis County, and this is impacting our various audio 

(wireless mic and amp) systems in gyms, auditoriums, pools, stadiums and other spaces.  We are 

currently auditing the numbers, but expect to find many systems operating in that range.  Just as an 

example, EHS has 8 out of 10 systems that need replacement at roughly $1200 material cost only per 

system.  We expect to have a full count in the next month. 

 Safe Routes to Schools Grant (SRTS) is moving forward with the City submitting a competitive grant 

request to the state requesting funds to improve four sites as defined through public meetings. 

 Three Facilities staff each won a $500 MASMS (Minnesota Education Facility Management 

Professionals Association) 2018 Expo Grant while attending the MASMS annual conference. It is 

intended for a building/grounds general fund project.  

 

Capital Construction: 

 The FY19 HOCHS audit will begin shortly. 

 We are working with “The Hills” to determine a timeframe to replace the gym floor. 

 

Building Operations 

 Operations have scheduled interviews for three engineer positions at Lowell, Myers-Wilkins, and 

Congdon Elementary Schools for early December.  In addition, Operations seeks to fill a recent 

custodian retirement.  Site has yet to be determined as we go through the internal lateral transfer 

process.  Lastly, a maintenance custodian position is open.  Site has yet to be determined as we go 

through the internal lateral transfer process.  Operations seek to fill these positions in a timely manner as 

we enter the busy holiday season. 

 

Health, Safety & Environmental Management 

Environmental/Health/Safety 

 Reviewed safety work orders and updated in the system to match current regulations.   

 Completed regular duties as assigned. 

Emergency Response Crisis Management 

 Continued planning ALICE training and implementation beyond certified staff.  

Workers’ Compensation Activities    

 OSHA Recordables for the month:  0 

 First report of injuries: 30 
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230 East Superior Street • Duluth, MN 55802 • 218.310.0013 • gregfollmer@gmail.com 

 

 

 

November 29, 2018 

William Gronseth 

Superintendent of Schools 

David J. Spooner, C.P.E. 

Manger of Facilities 

 

Duluth Public Schools 

215 N 1st Ave E 

Duluth, MN  55802 

RE: Marketing Update 

 800 E Central Entrance “Central High School Property” 

 “Hartley Lots” 

Hartley Residential Lots 

• All marketing in place and active. 

• No new updates or inquiries. 

• Signage is recommended but some brush clearing and lot line locations are needed. 

800 E. Central Entrance “Central High School Property” 

• November 15 showing  

• One new inquiry this month. 

Activity and inquiries have increased recently regarding the Central site.  Discussions with parties are 

continuing.  The site continues to generate inquiries from various Developers, Brokers and Investors as 

expected. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions. 

Respectfully, 

 

Greg Follmer 

Broker 
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