Committee of the Whole
Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda
Thursday, July 19, 2018
District Services Center
709 Portia Johnson Dr.
Duluth, MN 55811
4:30 PM

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Review Survey Results
4. Adjournment

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709 < (218) 336-8752



Duluth School District
2018 Residential Survey
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Quality of Public Schools

2018 Duluth School District
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Like Most about District

2018 Duluth School District

Good Teachers
Variety of Programs
Good Academics

Sports

Broad Curriculum
Excellent Academics

Buildings/Facilities |
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Unsure
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Most Serious Issue facing District
2018 Duluth School District

Large Class Sizes
Lack of Funding
Lack of Discipline
Poor Spending
Red Plan

Bullying

High Taxes
Declining Quality
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Unsure

Nothing
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Quality Compared to Five Years Ago

2018 Duluth School District
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Meeting Learning Needs .
2018 Duluth School District

All 43% “Most," “OnlySome” or “VeryFew’:
Behavior Issues, 18%
Underachievers, 17%
Struggling, 13%

OnlySome 11%

Most 39%

Morris Leatherman Company



Specific School District Perceptions
2018 Duluth School District

Spent Effectively/Efficiently

Tax Inc Last Resort

Good Value for Investment

82
Trust to Do Right

Good Job Involving

Good Investment/Support Tax Increase
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100

Job Ratings

2018 Duluth School District
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Duluth Schools Adequately Funded
2018 Duluth School District

Yes
52%

| Unsure
10%

38%
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2018 Duluth School District
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Financial Management
2018 Duluth School District

Good
40%

Excellent
3%

/__Unsure
9%

Only Fair
34%

Poor
14%
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Budget Outlook

2018 Duluth School District

Much Better About the Same
A Little Better
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2018 Duluth School District
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Tax Increase Predisposition
2018 Duluth School District

Against All
21%

For Some
51%

| Unsure
3%

For All
25%
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Operating Levy Renewal .

2018 Duluth School District

Strongly Support
29%

| Unsure
3%

Support

52% /___Strongly Oppose
0

5%

11%
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Tax Increase for Additional Funding to...,
2018 Duluth School District

73

Lower HS Class Sizes

72

Expansion of Early Childhood Programs

72

Update TechnologyInfrastructure

72

Change HS Schedule
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Tax Increase for Operating Levy
2018 Duluth School District
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Additional $575 PPU Operating Lewy

2018 Duluth School District

Strongly Support
20%

Support
38%

| Unsure
10%

N
Strongly Oppose

12%

Oppose
20%
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Reason for Levy Position

2018 Duluth School District

Education Important
Need to Avoid Cuts
Cost Reasonable
Lower Class Sizes
Children in SD
Technology Updates

Poor district spending
Taxes too high
No children in SD
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In Favor of the Operating Levy.

2018 Duluth School District
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Further Reductions/Students Leav e

Prev ent Students Competing

Stable Funding

State Not Provided

Not Since 2003
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Against the Operating Levy .

2018 Duluth School District

Funding is adequate 206
Local Taxes Going Up to Quickly 24
Spend Down Fund Balance 23
Legislature Increased Funding 20
Disagreed with Past Decisions 19
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Additional $575 PPU Operating Levy -- Post Test
2018 Duluth School District

Strongly Support
21%

Support
39%

| Unsure
9%
~
Strongly Oppose
10%

Oppose
21%
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Principal Source of Information
2018 Duluth School District

District W ebsite 25

Local Newspaper

13

District Newsletter
Mailings

Social Media
E-mail

TV News

Scattered
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Most Effective Way

2018 Duluth School District

Local Newspaper 21

District W ebsite 19

Mailings 15

District Newsletter 12

E-mail 10

Social Media 9

W ord of Mouth 7

Flyers 4

Scattered 3
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