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Education Committee - Regular School Board Meeting

Duluth Public Schools, ISD 709
Agenda

Tuesday, January 23, 2018
District Services Center
709 Portia Johnson Dr.

Duluth, MN 55811
6:30 PM

 
1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and 
no action is required.

A. Assistant Superintendent's Report

As part of her monthly report, Assistant Superintendent Starzecki 
highlighted efforts in teaching and learning across ISD 709. Updates were 
shared regarding implementation of District initiatives to support teaching 
and learning.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item as 
informational.
B. Informational Presentations

1) Record of Continuous Improvement (RCI) Presentations

Throughout the school year each school will be providing an update to 
the school board regarding their school improvement plan called Record 
of Continuous Improvement. The work on the RCI is being led by the 
Continuous Improve Team (CIT).  Each school has gone through a 
comprehensive needs assessment and developed action steps to improve 
student outcomes. This month the following schools reviewed the 
continuous improvement process for their site: Stowe Elementary.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
2) Advisory Committee Update

The district has a variety of advisory committees that inform our work. This month, 
we heard an update from the Special Services Advisory Committee. Jason Crane, 
Special Services Director, and additional committee representatives presented.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.
3) PreK-Grade 3 Leadership Update

Assistant Superintendent Amy Starzecki provided an update regarding 
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the ongoing work and planning of the PreK-Grade 3 Leadership Team 
to enhance and expand our current programming as well as build greater 
partnerships across the Duluth community, in an effort to ensure more 
children have access to high quality early childhood programming. 
Specific information regarding staggered start for kindergarten was also 
shared.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

C. Grant Applications
1) Youth in Philanthropy Grant Application

Katie Oliver and Molly Fletcher, Lincoln Park Middle School, have submitted a 
grant application to Youth in Philanthropy in the amount of $1000. If awarded, 
funds will be used to acquire resources to start an Academic Writing Center at 
Lincoln Park Middle School.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

D. Regulations
1) Regulation 6095R - Curriculum K-12 - DELETION

Administration is recommending deletion of Regulation 6095R - 
Curriculum K-12 as it is no longer applicable and/or connected to a 
current policy. Dr. Michael Cary, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction, was available to answer any questions.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board receive this item 
as informational.

2. Action Items
A. Policies

1) 6098 - Credit for Learning - DELETION

In moving to the MSBA Model Policies, administration is 
recommending the deletion of Policy 6098, which will be replaced with 
MSBA Policy 620.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve the 
deletion of Policy 6098 for the first reading.
2) NEW Policy 620 - Credit for Learning

Attached is revised MSBA Policy 620 for the first reading. This policy 
would replace Policy 6098.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board approve Policy 
620 for the first reading.
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B. Resolutions
1) Resolution E-1-18-3518 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth 
Public Schools

Attached is Resolution E-1-18-3518 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to 
Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve grant awards from the 
following organizations:

Lester Park Foundation

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve Resolution E-1-18-3518 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public 
Schools.

C. Extended Trip Requests
1) Extended Trip Request - Lakewood Elementary - Wolf Ridge ELC

Fifth grade students from Lakewood Elementary School will be 
traveling to Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, MN 
from February 5-7, 2018. This trip will provide students with an 
experiential learning opportunity, which will help them develop 
teamwork skills, personal growth and cover several MN science 
standards. The total cost of this trip is $6,700 and will be funded with 
student fees.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and 
approve this item.

D. Diploma Requests

The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth 
Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:

Zachary Krupke - January 5, 2018

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Duluth School Board accept and approve 
the above Diploma Requests.
E. Presentation Items Requiring Approval - NONE

3. Future Items

Career Technical Education (CTE) Program Update
K.E.Y. Zone & True North AmeriCorps Partnership Update
Secondary Schedule Task Force Update
Policy Updates
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Assistant Superintendent Report to the Board 
January 2018 

 

Happy New Year! Here are a few highlights happening across the district this month. 

Site Visits 

Denfeld 
Homecroft 

Full Service Community School Update 

In October we had a team from Duluth attend the NEA Full Service Community School (FSCS) 
conference in Milwaukee, WI. We learned more about NEA model for FSCS.  In short a community 
school is at the center of the community that brings together academics, health and social services, 
youth and community development and community engagement under one roof, leading to 
improved learning, stronger families, and healthier communities. The NEA FSCS model is structured 
using the following 6 pillars:  

● STRONG & PROVEN CURRICULUM 
● HIGH-QUALITY TEACHING 
● INCLUSIVE LEADERSHIP 
● POSITIVE BEHAVIOR PRACTICES 
● FAMILY & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
● COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES 

In general, this structure aligns well to the current work we are doing in ISD 709 and provides a 
structure to scale up efforts in Duluth.  ​There is a session for the board to hear more about what 
are full service community schools on January 31 from 5:00-6:00pm.​  We will be holding trainings 
earlier that day for district and community leaders, as well as engaging in some planning time to 
determine next steps. 

Staff Development Day 

January 26 is a staff development day. Each school has specific plans for this day.  Elementary 
principals will be leading work at their schools and the afternoon will be focused on providing 
support to classroom teachers on the new ELA curriculum.  The staff at the secondary level will be 
attending a full day session by Dr. Anthony Muhammad. He is an engaging speaker that will focus on 
school culture and climate.   
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Stowe Elementary
Lorraine Mitchell, Teacher
 Nathan Glöckle, Principal

Lisa Heehn, Teacher
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Celebrations
Here are some of the things we are most proud of…
● Special Education (PRESS)                
● Title 1 (Leveled Literacy Intervention or LLI)
● Wolf Ridge
● Holiday Program
● Peacemaker Assemblies
● Floor Hockey
● Flag Football
● Grant for extra fruits and vegetables each week
● Backpack food program 
● Community evening events that promote literacy 
● Morning walk/run club 
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CIT Members
Name Role
Susie Bergman Title 1

Richelle Peterson KG

Lorraine Mitchell/Lisa Heehn 1/2 Split

Brian Gunderson 3rd

Megan Johnson 4th

Paul Davis 5th

Angela Watters Special Education
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COMPREHENSIVE NEEDS ASSESSMENT
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2016-2017 School Goals Met/Not Met

1​. By Spring 2017 all student groups will increase reading proficiency 
by the target rate increase necessary to be on track to meet the state's 
goal of 85% proficiency by 2025. This goal will be measured using all 
accountability tests (MCA and MTAS), October 1 enrollments. Targets 
will be calculated annually by the Director of Assessment and 
Evaluation.

Not met

2. ​By Spring 2017 all student groups will increase math proficiency by 
the target rate increase necessary to be on track to meet the state's 
goal of 85% proficiency by 2025. This goal will be measured using all 
accountability tests (MCA and MTAS), October 1 enrollments. Targets 
will be calculated annually by the Director of Assessment and 
Evaluation.

Not met
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Non-Academic
Data Review

Enrollment / Demographics

2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

All Students 359 364 314 284

American Indian 17 26 14 11

Asian 1 0 0 0

Hispanic 6 6 5 7

Black 11 9 9 9

White 288 288 259 226

More than one race 36 35 27 31

English Learner N/A N/A N/A N/A

Special Education 20% 21.5% 22% 21.1%

Free or Reduced Lunch 68% 65% 63% 63.7%
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Academic
Data Review

Reading Proficiency By Student Group

2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

All Students 46.8% M or E 52.1% M or E 61.3% M or E 44% M or E

American Indian 27.3% M or E 37.5% M or E 20% M or E 20% M or E

Asian 50% M or E N/A N/A N/A

Hispanic 100% M or E 100% M or E N/A 33% M or E

Black 16.7% M or E 66.7% M or E 40% M or E N/A

White 49.2% M or E 56.1% M or E 66.4% M or E 50.9% M or E

Two or more races 41.2% M or E 13.3% M or E 38.5% M or E 7.7% M or E

Special Education 19% M or E 35.3% M or E 25% M or E 16.7% M or E

Free or Reduced 
Lunch 37.6% M or E 47.4% M or E 54.1% M or E 36.8% M or E

11



Academic
Data Review

Math Proficiency By Student Group

2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

All Students 58.7% M or E 56.8% M or E 54.5% M or E 48.6% M or E

American Indian 54.5% M or E 37.5% M or E 16.7% M or E 50% M or E

Asian N/A N/A N/A N/A

Hispanic 66.7% M or E 100% M or E 100% M or E 66.7% M or E

Black 50% M or E 66.7% M or E 40% M or E 25% M or E

White 59.4% M or E 59.6% M or E 59.5% M or E 51.7% M or E

Two or more races 58.8% M or E 33.3% M or E 23.1% M or E 23.1% M or E

Special Education 45% M or E 50% M or E 16.7% M or E 10.7% M or E

Free or Reduced 
Lunch 44.3% M or E 49.6% M or E 49% M or E 44.3% M or E
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Academic
Data Review

Reading Proficiency By Grade

2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

3 53.4% M or E 53.6% M or E 65.3% M or E 46.2% M or E

4 41% M or E 50% M or E 52.7% M or E 47.1% M or E

5 46.2% M or E 52.5% M or E 66.7% M or E 39.2% M or E

Math Proficiency By Grade

Grade 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017

3 61.4% M or E 63.2% M or E 68.6% Mo E 58.5% M or E

4 71% M or E 60% M or E 51.9% M or E 52.8% M or E

5 41.5% M or E 48.4% M or E 43.1% M or E 36% M or E
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Academic

Data Review

Reading 
Growth 

2016-2017
Low Medium High

Proficient X

Not Proficient X

Math
 Growth

2016-2017
Low Medium High

Proficient X

Not Proficient X
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Perception, Program, Fidelity
We are currently collecting data. 

Share key data from these categories
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Summary of CNA
Successes:

● We are currently conducting our needs assessments. 

Prioritized Concerns:

● We are starting with a balanced literacy framework 
assessment, enrollment, math, and behavior. 
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School Goals
2017-2018

1. ​​By Spring 2018, all student groups will increase reading proficiency by the target rate increase necessary to be on track to meet the state's goal 
of 85% proficiency by 2025. This goal will be measured using all accountability tests (MCA and MTAS), October 1 enrollments. Targets will be 
calculated annually by the Director of Assessment and Evaluation.

2. ​By Spring 2018, all student groups will increase math  proficiency by the target rate increase necessary to be on track to meet the state's goal of 
85% proficiency by 2025. This goal will be measured using all accountability tests (MCA and MTAS), October 1 enrollments. Targets will be 
calculated annually by the Director of Assessment and Evaluation.
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School Action Plan

Initiatives

● Conducts a needs analysis. What is possible given our 
current resource allocation?

Instructional Practices (Practice Profile Focus)

● TBD
● Most importantly, the structure must be in place 

before the strategy is implemented.

18



Any questions?
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6095R CURRICULUM (K-12) 
 

State Requirements  
 

Routes to Meeting State Graduation Assessment Requirements 
 

The graduation testing requirements for Minnesota students changed as a result of recent 
legislation. This table outlines the different routes for meeting graduation assessment 

requirements that are dependent on when students first enrolled in grade 8. 

 
  

Student first enrolled in 

Grade 8 in 2011–12 
Grade 11 Student in 2014-2015 

Student first enrolled in 

Grade 8 in 2012–13 and later 
Grade 10 Student and Younger in 

School Year 2014-2015 

These students will take the grade 11 ACT plus 
Writing (college entrance exam) during the statewide 

administration in 2014–2015 in writing, reading, and 
mathematics, to meet graduation assessment 

requirements. 
 
However, if a student is unable to participate in the 

grade 11 ACT plus Writing in 2014–2015, students 
can meet the graduation assessment requirements in 

reading, mathematics, and writing through any 
combination of the three options outlined below: 

 
Meet or have met GRAD testing requirements in 

writing, reading, and mathematics by: Achieving 
proficiency on high school Title I assessments 

administered in the spring (MCA or MTAS); pass 
GRAD retests; and/or meet GRAD alternate routes1,2 

 
OR 

 
Take or have taken ACT/WorkKeys/Compass/ 

ASVAB to meet requirements in writing, reading, 
and/or mathematics 

 
OR 

 
Receive a score on equivalent assessment (district 

determined) to meet requirements in writing, reading, 
and/or mathematics 

These students will meet graduation assessment 
requirements through participating in the series 

of career and college assessments, which will 
first be administered in school year 2014–2015: 

 
• Take Grade 8 ACT Explore career and college 

assessment 

 
AND 

 
• Take Grade 10 ACT Plan career and college 

assessment3 
 

AND 
 

• Take Grade 11 ACT plus Writing statewide 
administration (college entrance exam) 

 
Note:  Additional information about the 

participation of students with an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP), as well as students in 

special circumstances (for example, students 
who move in after the administration of a career 

and college assessment) will be provided on the 
MDE website once they are available. 

 

 

1 GRAD alternate routes refer to individual passing score, ELL exemption, and pass other state (reciprocity). 
  

2 Alternate assessment options are available for a select group of students who receive special education 
services, and are based on specific eligibility criteria. 
  

3 Students not yet academically ready for a career or college based on their growth in academic 

achievement between grades 8 and 10 (as determined by performance on the grade 8 and 10 assessments) 
must take the COMPASS, a college placement diagnostic exam, before taking the college entrance exam in 

the spring of their 11th grade year. 

 
CREDITS  
 

In order to graduate from a Duluth public high school a student must earn the following credit totals: 
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Required Credits 
 

Graduating Year Total Credits Required Credits Elective Credits 

   2015-2016 21.75 15.5 6.25 

   2016-2017 22.0 15.5 6.5 

   2017-2018 22.25 15.5 6.75 

   2019 and Beyond 22.5 15.5 7.0 

 

Subject Credits Grade Nine Grade Ten Grade Eleven Grade Twelve 

English 4.0 
English 9 

or 

Honors English 9 

English 10 
or 

Honors English 10 

English 11 
or 

Honors English 11 
or 

AP Language and 
Composition 

English 

Elective(s) 

Mathematics 3.0 

Intermediate Algebra, 

Geometry 9 or Geometry 
Algebra II or Algebra II  Concepts 

Physical 

Education 
.5 

Foundation of Fitness 
or 

Personal Wellness and Strength Training 
or 

CITS Strength Training 

Health .5  Health 

Science 3.0 

Physical Science/ 

Earth Science 9 
Integrated 

Biology 
or 

Honors Biology 

Introduction to 
Chemistry 

or 

Chemistry 

or 
CITS Chemistry 

or 

Physics 
or 

CITS Physics 

 

Social Studies 
 

3.5 

Civics and 

Geography 9 
(1 semester) 

American History 
or 

AP United States 

History 

International 
Studies 

or 

World History 
or 

AP World History 
 

Economics 
or 

CITS Economics 
or 

American 
Government 

or 

CITS American 

Government 

Visual or 

Media Arts,  
or Music 

1.0 
Art, Music, Computer Graphics, Advanced Computer Graphics, 

or Graphic Arts/Digital Design 

 
Electives and Total Credits to Graduate  

Year 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2019 and Beyond 

Required 
Electives 6.25 6.5 6.75 7.0 

Total Credits 
Required 21.75 22.0 22.25 22.5 

 
Adopted: 07-16-2002  ISD 709 

Revised: 09-16-2003 

 03-21-2006 

 11-18-2014 
 04-21-2015  ISD 709 

Deletion: 1/23/2018 
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6098 CREDIT FOR LEARNING 

 

It is the policy of the School District to develop and provide procedures by which students 

may meet graduation credits/standards, whether the credits/standards be offered in the 

school's curriculum or the student accomplishes the credit/standard in another learning 

environment.  This policy will provide a process for transfer of credits/standards completed 

in other Minnesota school districts, for work completed in other schools in the country or in 

post-secondary institutions, and credit for standards achieved in extracurricular activities, 

activities outside the school, and community or work experiences.   

 

Adopted: 07-21-1998  ISD 709 

Revised: 08-17-2004  ISD 709 

 

 

Deletion:  First Reading 1/23/2018 
Replaced by MSBA Policy 620 
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Adopted:                              _ MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 
Orig. 1998 

Revised:                               _ Rev. 2017 

 
 

620 CREDIT FOR LEARNING 
 

[Note: School districts statutorily are required to provide students with 
credit for approved post-secondary courses, as set forth in Section V.; online 

learning courses, as set forth in Section VI.; and accelerated or advanced 
academic courses offered by a higher education institution or nonprofit 
public agency, as set forth in Section VII.  Additionally, school districts are 
required by statute to identify whether the school district offers weighted 
grades and, if it does, identify the courses for which a student may earn a 

weighted grade (Section VIII).  Optional provisions related to awarding 
credit to students transferring from out-of-state, private, or home schools 
and the issuance of student grades for purposes of awarding certain honors, 
as set forth in Section IV., are not required by statute.  Therefore, the 
language contained in Section IV. is suggested language, and a school 

district may or may not include this section or may modify this section at its 
discretion.] 

 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to recognize student achievement which occurs in Post-
Secondary Enrollment Options and other advanced enrichment programs.  The 

purpose of this policy also is to recognize student achievement which occurs in other 
schools, in alternative learning sites, and in out-of-school experiences such as 
community organizations, work-based learning, and other educational activities and 

opportunities.  The purpose of this policy also is to address the transfer of student 
credit from out-of-state, private, or home schools and online learning programs and 
to address how the school district will recognize student achievement obtained 
outside of the school district. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

The policy of the school district is to provide a process for awarding students credit 
toward graduation requirements for credits and grades students complete in other 
schools, post-secondary or higher education institutions, other learning 

environments, and online courses and programs. 
 
III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Accredited school” means a school that is accredited by an accrediting 

agency, recognized according to Minn. Stat. § 123B.445 or recognized by the 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE). 

 
B. “Blended learning” is a form of digital learning that occurs when a student 
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learns part time in a supervised physical setting and part time through digital 
delivery of instruction, or a student learns in a supervised physical setting 
where technology is used as a primary method to deliver instruction. 

 
C. “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of MDE. 

 
D. “Digital learning” is learning facilitated by technology that offers students an 

element of control over the time, place, path, or pace of their learning and 

includes blended and online learning. 
 

E. “Eligible institution” means a Minnesota public post-secondary institution, a 
private, nonprofit two-year trade and technical school granting associate 
degrees, an opportunities industrialization center accredited by the North 

Central Association of Colleges and Schools, or a private, residential, two-year 
or four-year, liberal arts, degree-granting college or university located in 
Minnesota. 

 
F. “Nonpublic school” is a private school or home school in which a child is 

provided instruction in compliance with the Minnesota compulsory attendance 
laws.  

 
G. “Online learning” is a form of digital learning delivered by an approved online 

learning provider. 

 
 H. “Online learning provider” is a school district, an intermediate school district, 

an organization of two or more school districts operating under a joint powers 
agreement, or a charter school located in Minnesota that provides online 

learning to students and is approved by MDE to provide online learning 

courses. 
 
 I. “Weighted grade” is a letter or numerical grade that is assigned a numerical 

advantage when calculating the grade point average. 
 

IV. TRANSFER OF CREDIT FROM OTHER SCHOOLS 
 

A. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Minnesota Public Secondary 
Schools 

 

1. The school district will accept and transfer secondary credits and 
grades awarded to a student from another Minnesota public secondary 
school upon presentation of a certified transcript from the transferring 
public secondary school evidencing the course taken and the grade 
and credit awarded. 

 
2. Credits and grades awarded from another Minnesota public secondary 

school may be used to compute honor roll and/or class rank if a 
student has earned at least 6 credits from the school district. 
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B. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Schools 
 

1. The school district will accept secondary credits and grades awarded to 

a student for courses successfully completed at a public school outside 
of Minnesota or an accredited nonpublic school upon presentation of a 
certified transcript from the transferring public school in another state 
or nonpublic school evidencing the course taken and the grade and 
credit awarded. 

 
a. When a determination is made that the content of the course 

aligns directly with school district graduation requirements, the 
student will be awarded commensurate credits and grades. 

 

b. Commensurate credits and grades awarded from an accredited 
nonpublic school or public school in another state may be used 
to compute honor roll and/or class rank if a student has earned 
at least 6 credits from the school district. 

 

c. In the event the content of a course taken at an accredited 
nonpublic school or public school in another state does not fully 
align with the content of the school district’s high school 
graduation requirements but is comparable to elective credits 
offered by the school district for graduation, the student may 

be provided elective credit applied toward graduation 
requirements.  Credit that does not fully align with the school 
district’s high school graduation requirements will not be used 
to compute honor roll and/or class rank. 

 

d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for 
which high school graduation credit would be provided, no 
credit will be provided to the student. 

 
2. Students transferring from a non-accredited, nonpublic school shall 

receive credit from the school district upon presentation of a transcript 
or other documentation evidencing the course taken and grade and 
credit awarded. 

 
a. Students will be required to provide copies of course 

descriptions, syllabi, or work samples for determination of 
appropriate credit.  In addition, students also may be asked to 
provide interviews/conferences with the student and/or 
student’s parent and/or former administrator or teacher; review 
of a record of the student’s entire curriculum at the nonpublic 

school; and review of the student’s complete record of 
academic achievement. 

 
b. Where the school district determines that a course completed 

by a student at a non-accredited, nonpublic school is 
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commensurate with school district graduation requirements, 
credit shall be awarded, but the grade shall be “P” (pass). 

 

c. In the event the content of a course taken at an non-
accredited, nonpublic school does not fully align with the 
content of the school district’s high school graduation 
requirements but is comparable to elective credits offered by 
the school district for graduation, the student may be provided 

elective credit applied toward graduation requirements. 
 

d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for 
which local high school graduation credit would be provided, no 
credit will be provided to the student. 

 
e. Credit and grades earned from a non-accredited nonpublic 

school shall not be used to compute honor roll and/or class 
rank. 

 

V. POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT CREDIT 
 

A. A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options 
course or program under Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 that has been approved as 
meeting the necessary requirements is not required to complete other 

requirements of the Minnesota Academic Standards content standards 
corresponding to that specific rigorous course of study. 

 
B. Secondary credits granted to a student through a post-secondary enrollment 

options course or program that meets or exceeds a graduation standard or 

requirement shall be counted toward the graduation and credit requirements 
of a student completing the Minnesota Academic Standards. 

 
1. Course credit will be considered by the school district only upon 

presentation of a certified transcript from an eligible institution 

evidencing the course taken and the grade and credit awarded. 
 

2. Seven quarter or four semester post-secondary credits shall equal at 
least one full year of high school credit.  Fewer post-secondary credits 
may be prorated. 

 
3. When a determination is made that the content of the post-secondary 

course aligns directly with a required course for high school 
graduation, the commensurate credit and grade will be recorded on 
the student’s transcript as a course credit applied toward graduation 

requirements. 
 

4. In the event the content of the post-secondary course does not fully 
align with the content of a high school course required for graduation 
but is comparable to elective credits offered by the school district for 
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graduation, the school district may provide elective credit and the 
grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as an elective course 
credit applied toward graduation requirements. 

 
5. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high 

school graduation credit would be provided, the school district will 
notify the Commissioner, who shall determine the number of credits 
that shall be granted to a student. 

 
6. When secondary credit is granted for post-secondary credits taken by 

a student, the school district will record those credits on the student’s 
transcript as credits earned at a post-secondary institution. 

 

C. A list of the courses or programs meeting the necessary requirements may be 
obtained from the school district. 

 
VI. CREDIT FROM ONLINE LEARNING COURSES 
 

A. Secondary credits granted to a student through an online learning course or 
program that meets or exceeds a graduation standard or requirement shall be 
counted toward the graduation and credit requirements of a student 
completing the Minnesota Academic Standards. 

 

B. Course credit will be considered only upon official documentation from the 
online learning provider evidencing the course taken and the grade and credit 
awarded to the student. 

 

C. When a student provides documentation from an online learning provider, the 

course credit and course grade shall be recorded and counted toward 
graduation credit requirements for all courses or programs that meet or 
exceed the school district’s graduation requirements in the same manner as 
credits are awarded for students transferring from another Minnesota public 
school as set forth in Section IV.A. above. 

 
VII. ADVANCED ACADEMIC CREDIT 
 

A. The school district will grant academic credit to a student attending an 
accelerated or advanced academic course offered by a higher education 

institution or a nonprofit public agency, other than the school district. 
 

B. Course credit will be considered only upon official documentation from the 
higher education institution or nonprofit public agency that the student 
successfully completed the course attended and passed an examination 

approved by the school district. 
 

C. When a determination is made that the content of the advanced academic 
course aligns directly with a required course for high school graduation, the 
commensurate credit and grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as 
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a course credit applied toward graduation requirements. 
 

D. In the event the content of the advanced academic course does not fully align 

with the content of a high school course required for graduation but is 
comparable to elective credits offered by the school district for graduation, 
the school district may provide elective credit and the grade will be recorded 
on the student’s transcript as an elective course credit applied toward 
graduation requirements. 

 
E. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school 

graduation credit would be provided, the school district will notify the 
Commissioner and request a determination of the number of credits that shall 
be granted to a student. 

 
VIII. WEIGHTED GRADES 
 

[Note:  School districts must identify in policy whether they offer courses 
with weighted grades.  Therefore, school districts must include one of the 

following options in their policies.] 
 
 A. The school district does not offer weighted grades. 
 

[or] 

 
A. The school district offers weighted grades for courses that are identified as 

more rigorous or academically challenging as follows: 
 

[List the types of courses that will be awarded weighted grades and 

the multiplier, similar to the following examples.] 
 

1. A grade awarded in an Advanced Placement course will be multiplied 
by a factor of ____ (i.e., 1.07). 

 

2. A grade awarded in an Honors course will be multiplied by a factor of 
_____. 

 
3. A grade awarded in a College In the Schools course will be multiplied 

by a factor of ____. 

 
4. A grade awarded in a course taken through a Post-Secondary 

Enrollment Options program will be multiplied by a factor of _____. 
 

5. A grade awarded in a course in a duel enrollment course will be 

multiplied by a factor of ____. 
 

B. The school district will update its website prior to the beginning of each school 
year with a listing of the courses for which a student may earn a weighted 
grade. 
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IX. PROCESS FOR AWARDING CREDIT 
 

A. The building principal will be responsible for carrying out the process to award 
credits and grades pursuant to this policy.  The building principal will notify 
students in writing of the decision as to how credits and grades will be 
awarded. 

 

B. A student or the student’s parent or guardian may seek reconsideration of the 
decision by the building principal as to credits and/or grades awarded upon 
request of a student or the student’s parent or guardian if the request is 
made in writing to the superintendent Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
within five school days of the date of the building principal’s decision.  The 

request should set forth the credit and/or grade requested and the reason(s) 
why credit(s)/grade(s) should be provided as requested.  Any pertinent 
documentation in support of the request should be submitted. 

 
C. The decision of the superintendent Director of Curriculum and Instruction as 

to the award of credits or grades shall be a final decision by the school district 
and shall not be appealable by the student or student’s parent or guardian 
except as set forth in Section IX.D. below. 

 
D. If a student disputes the number of credits granted by the school district for a 

particular post-secondary enrollment course, online learning course, or 
advanced academic credit course, the student may appeal the school district’s 
decision to the Commissioner.  The decision of the Commissioner shall be 
final. 

 

E. At any time during the process, the building principal or superintendent 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction may ask for course descriptions, 
syllabi, or work samples from a course where content of the course is in 
question for purposes of determining alignment with graduation requirements 
or the number of credits to be granted.  Students will not be provided credit 

until requested documentation is available for review, if requested. 
 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota’s 

Students) 

Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process) 
Minn. Stat. § 120B.14 (Advanced Academic Credit) 
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School 
Districts) 

Minn. Stat. § 123B.445 (Nonpublic Education Council) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03, Subd. 9 (Enrollment Options Program) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act) 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.095 (Online Learning Option) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for 
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Language Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for 
Mathematics) 

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the 
Arts) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in 
Science) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1000-3501.1190 (Graduation-Required 

Assessment for Diploma) (repealed Minn. L. 2013, Ch. 116, Art. 2, § 
22) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for 
English Language Development) 
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for 

Social Studies) 
 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and 
Instruction Goals) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and 
Procedure) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, 
and Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students) 

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 624 (Online Learning Options) 
 

 

First Reading: 1/23/2018 
Replacing Policy 6098 
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Resolution E-1-18-3518        January 23, 2018 

RESOLUTION 

Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept grants by resolution 

expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and, 

 WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant in accordance with the donor’s terms is in the best interest of 

the Duluth Public Schools: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools does accept the below-

described grant from said organization in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Duluth Public Schools wishes to extend its grateful 

appreciation to this organization. 

Organization Author/Contact Project Title Award Amount Terms 

Lester Park 
Foundation 

Nicki Seibert 
Lester Park 

Foundation – 
Winter Cycle 

$1688.67 
Funds will be used to purchase misc. 
classroom/school supplies for Lester 
Park Elementary School. 
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Nichele Canavan <nichele.canavan@isd709.org>

Agenda Items from LP Foundation Staff Grants 

Nicki Seibert <nicki_seibert@yahoo.com> Mon, Jan 1, 2018 at 12:36 PM
Reply-To: Nicki Seibert <nicki_seibert@yahoo.com>
To: Nichele Canavan <nichele.canavan@isd709.org>
Cc: "amy.starzecki@isd709.org" <amy.starzecki@isd709.org>

Hello,

Please include these items on the appropriate Agenda for the January meeting.  These are the
staff/teacher grants that the Lester Park Foundation has approved for the winter cycle.  Teachers
and staff are waiting to make purchases until they are approved on your end.  We are hoping to be
included on the January agenda so the staff can get these items purchased ASAP.

Gayle Friday                Lester Park KeyZone        2 sets of pinnies/pop-up soccer goals           
$155

Annette Loiselle and
Tammy Lukovsky            2nd grade teachers        Flexible seating options for 2 classrooms     
$831.97  
                                                                                -4 wobble stools, 12 wobble cushions,
                                                                                16 lap trays, 2 sets reading table stools, 
                                                                                10 pack fidget chair bands 

Stefanie Wolff                1st grade teacher            Flexible seating options for classroom           
 $300
                                                                                -ball chair, wobble cushions, and chair 
                                                                                bands 

Susan Mikel                    1st grade teacher            Flexible seating and whisper phones for
                                                                                classroom library 
                                                                                    -12 whisper phones and 2 Hokki stools     
 $318.51 

Carrie Tessier                Kindergarten teacher        Individual Book Bins for reading area           
$83.19

Please contact me with ANY questions!
Nicki Seibert
LP Foundation Chair
                                                 
                                                                                   

33



34



35



36



37



38



39


	Agenda
	1. Informational Items - These items are provided for informational purposes only and no action is required.
	A. Assistant Superintendent's Report



As part of her monthly report, Assistant Superintendent Starzecki highlighted efforts in teaching and learning across ISD 709. Updates were shared regarding implementation of District initiatives to support teaching and learning.
	January 2018 Asst Supt Report to the Board

	B. Informational Presentations
	1) Record of Continuous Improvement (RCI) Presentations



Throughout the school year each school will be providing an update to the school board regarding their school improvement plan called Record of Continuous Improvement. The work on the RCI is being led by the Continuous Improve Team (CIT).  Each school has gone through a comprehensive needs assessment and developed action steps to improve student outcomes. This month the following schools reviewed the continuous improvement process for their site: Stowe Elementary.
	Stowe RCI for school board

	2) Advisory Committee Update



The district has a variety of advisory committees that inform our work. This month, we heard an update from the Special Services Advisory Committee. Jason Crane, Special Services Director, and additional committee representatives presented.
	3) PreK-Grade 3 Leadership Update



Assistant Superintendent Amy Starzecki provided an update regarding the ongoing work and planning of the PreK-Grade 3 Leadership Team to enhance and expand our current programming as well as build greater partnerships across the Duluth community, in an effort to ensure more children have access to high quality early childhood programming. Specific information regarding staggered start for kindergarten was also shared.
	District CAL (2018-19)


	C. Grant Applications
	1) Youth in Philanthropy Grant Application



Katie Oliver and Molly Fletcher, Lincoln Park Middle School, have submitted a grant application to Youth in Philanthropy in the amount of $1000. If awarded, funds will be used to acquire resources to start an Academic Writing Center at Lincoln Park Middle School.

	D. Regulations
	1) Regulation 6095R - Curriculum K-12 - DELETION



Administration is recommending deletion of Regulation 6095R - Curriculum K-12 as it is no longer applicable and/or connected to a current policy. Dr. Michael Cary, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, was available to answer any questions.
	DELETION - 6095R - Curriculum K-12



	2. Action Items
	A. Policies
	1) 6098 - Credit for Learning - DELETION



In moving to the MSBA Model Policies, administration is recommending the deletion of Policy 6098, which will be replaced with MSBA Policy 620.
	DELETION - 6098 - Credit for Learning - 1st Reading

	2) NEW Policy 620 - Credit for Learning



Attached is revised MSBA Policy 620 for the first reading. This policy would replace Policy 6098.
	620 - Credit for Learning - 1st Reading


	B. Resolutions
	1) Resolution E-1-18-3518 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools



Attached is Resolution E-1-18-3518 - Acceptance of Grant Awards to Duluth Public Schools, to accept and approve grant awards from the following organizations:



Lester Park Foundation
	RESOLUTION E-1-18-3518 - January 2018 Grant Awards
	LP Foundation Grant Awards - Winter Cycle


	C. Extended Trip Requests
	1) Extended Trip Request - Lakewood Elementary - Wolf Ridge ELC



Fifth grade students from Lakewood Elementary School will be traveling to Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center in Finland, MN from February 5-7, 2018. This trip will provide students with an experiential learning opportunity, which will help them develop teamwork skills, personal growth and cover several MN science standards. The total cost of this trip is $6,700 and will be funded with student fees.
	Lakewood Ext Trip Request


	D. Diploma Requests



The following students have met all graduation requirements for the Duluth Public Schools and should be awarded a Diploma:



Zachary Krupke - January 5, 2018
	Diploma Request January 2018

	E. Presentation Items Requiring Approval - NONE

	3. Future Items



Career Technical Education (CTE) Program Update

K.E.Y. Zone & True North AmeriCorps Partnership Update

Secondary Schedule Task Force Update

Policy Updates

