
Teaching, Learning, and Enrollment 
Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 9, 2026 5:00 PM

Dr. Matthew Prophet Education Center 
501 N. Dixon St.

Portland, OR 97227

Agenda

1. Call to Order and Introductions
2. Public Comment (5 two-minute spots) 

• Three (3) for topics related to items on the meeting agenda
• Two (2) for general topics related to Teaching, Learning, and Enrollment

3. To sign up for public comment email PublicComment@pps.net or call 503-916-3741.
4. Multiple Language Learners
5. Other Business and Future Agenda Items
6. Adjourn
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Learning Target and Success Criteria
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I am learning how Portland Public Schools supports multilingual learners to 
access rigorous, grade-level instruction.

I can demonstrate progress toward these goals by:

● Understanding who multilingual learners are in PPS
● Describing the key services provided to MLs (English Language 

Development, Newcomer, and Dual Language/WL)
● Explaining how integrated ELD ensures access to both language 

development and academic content
● Recognizing why this work is essential for equity and student success



Typologies - ML students

Multilingual Learner (ML)

Any student who speaks, 
and/or is learning, more than 
one language.  In PPS, it 
typically refers to students who 
are active or formerly active 
ELs.

Active ML

MLs who are receiving services 
for English language 
development.

Newcomer Student

Born outside of the US & less 
than 2 academic years in the 
U.S. Scores emerging on the 
ELPA.

LTEL

Long Term English Learner- 
Active MLs who have been 
receiving ELD services for 5 or 
more years.

At Risk of LTEL

Active MLs who have been 
receiving ELD services 3 or 4 
years and have made little to no 
progress.

SIFE

Students with Interrupted 
Formal Education- Active 
Necomer MLs with interrupted 
education before arriving in the 
US, 2+ years behind peers. 4



Typologies - Approved Service Models

English Language Development (ELD)
Instruction designed to help students who are learning English build their language skills—speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing—while fully participating in core instruction at grade level so that they can succeed in school.

Integrated ELD

Teachers embed language learning 
support directly into academic content 
lessons. Students receive services 
during their mainstream class by both 
the ELD and general education teacher, 
or by a teacher with both an ESOL and 
content area endorsement.

**All Active MLs in PPS receive 
services through Integrated ELD 
(regardless of program model) as 
required by state and federal law.

Designated ELD

Newcomer students receive 
explicit language 
instruction. This class is in 
addition to Integrated ELD 
and is for no more than 2 
academic years.
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The WHY
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Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI) and the Equal Educational Opportunities 
Act of 1974 (EEOA), public schools must take affirmative steps to ensure that MLs can participate 
meaningfully and equally in educational programs.  We must address both, language, and 
academic barriers to achievement for language minority students.  
Lau vs Nichols (1974) further reaffirmed that we must address both language and content 
simultaneously.  Our dual obligation includes providing: 

1) meaningful access to effective English language programs 
       AND

2) meaningful access to academic achievement through rigorous academic, grade-level 
courses.      

It is not only a moral, but a legal obligation to serve our MLs effectively   
OCR/DOJ Joint Dear Colleague Letter, 2015

Addressing the Linguistic and Academic Needs of MLs

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf


Who are PPS Multilingual Learners?
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Who are PPS Multilingual Learners?
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Parent marks 

language other 

than English
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How students are Identified
Language Use Survey



How students are Identified
Students identified through the Language Use Survey take the ELPA Screener, a short 
assessment that helps determine a student’s English language proficiency. The screener 
measures four language areas:

The ELPA Screener results help schools:

● Identify students who qualify for ELD services

● Determine the level of English language support students need
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ELPA Screener



How students are Identified

Families are notified of their child’s eligibility for ELD services through an 
official language program placement letter.

● Letters are generated in Ellevation, the district’s multilingual learner data 
system.

● Notifications are then shared with families through ParentSquare and 
provided in the family’s preferred language whenever possible.
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Family Notification
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What Supports do MLs Receive?

Instructional Supports

● Co-teaching (ELD + 
content teachers)

● Scaffolded grade-level 
instruction (SIOP)

● Language objectives + 
structured interaction
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Academic & Language

● Targeted small group 
instruction

● Newcomer literacy & 
foundational skills

● Access to HQIM with 
language scaffolds

Family & System

● Translation & 
interpretation services

● Family communication 
(Title III compliance)

● Community 
partnerships & 
engagement
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Elementary Services (K-5)
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Where we have been…
“ELD Pull Out”

Where we are now…
“Integrated & Designated ELD”

● Students pulled from core instruction

● Missed access to grade-level content

● Below grade level instruction

● Focus on isolated language skills

● Limited connection to classroom learning

● Can create feelings of isolation or othering

● Students remain in class for grade level 
standards aligned instruction

● Access to grade-level, rigorous content with 
language supports

● Language development embedded through 
Integrated ELD (co-teaching, scaffolds, 
discourse)

● Designated ELD for Emerging students during 
protected time (e.g., WIN block)

● Promotes belonging, engagement, and identity

“This is not a shift away from language support—it’s a shift toward providing the right 
support at the right time, without removing students from meaningful learning.”



Elementary ELD Services in PPS  
Where we are now

Integrated ELD
All students who qualify for English Language 
development services receive services during 

their core ELA instruction time.

ELD teacher and classroom teacher work together to 
plan, teach and assess students

Students receive their ELD service during a core class 
which means they no longer are pulled out and missing 
core instruction.
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Designated ELD
Newcomer students get additional ELD services 

in small groups during WIN.

ELD teacher uses adopted curriculum (Get Ready) 
and English Language Proficiency Standards to teach 
foundational English language skills

Designated ELD takes the place during WIN, a time 
when all students are receiving individualized 
instruction (ie. intervention, extensions)

17

Elementary ELD Services in PPS  
Where we are now



Pull Out Student Experience
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Integrated ELD Student Experience
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Secondary Services (6-12)
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Where we have been…
“ELD class period”

Where we are going…Full Implementation of 
“Integrated & Designated ELD”

● All students receive ELD services in a class period 
regardless of proficiency level

● All Active MLs miss the opportunity to choose an 
elective class (ELD takes the place of one elective)

● Instruction is disconnected to other courses and 
sometimes remedial

● Focus on isolated language skills

● Limited connection to classroom learning

● Students in this service model make the least amount 
progress

● Students receive English Language Development through  
Language Arts (or other content area)which makes language 
acquisition ore meaningful.

● English Language Development specialist and content teacher 
provides scaffolds and supports to create access to grade-level, 
rigorous content.

● Students benefit from two certified teachers in the classroom at 
the same time - teacher/student ratio

● Students have the same number of elective choices as  their 
peers.

● Designated ELD is used solely for newcomer services- students 
who are needing English foundational English 

● Newcomer students benefit from having access to two ELD 
services models - designated ELD AND integrated ELD

● Students earn World Language credit for their language 
acquisition - ALI HB 2056



Integrated ELD
All students who qualify for English Language 

development services receive services through 
their English language arts class or other subject 

area (high school).

ELD teacher and classroom teacher work together to 
plan, teach and assess students

Students receive their ELD service during a core class 
which means they no longer need to take ELD as an 
elective.*

HB2560 allows for World Language credit in High 
School
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Secondary ELD Services in PPS  
Where we are now



Designated ELD
Newcomer students get additional newcomer 

ELD services through a designated class period.

ELD teacher uses adopted curriculum (Get Ready) 
and English Language Proficiency Standards to teach 
foundational English language skills

Designated ELD takes the place of an elective class. 
Students are in this class for no more than 2 years. 

HB2560 allows for World Language credit in High 
School
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Secondary ELD Services in PPS  
Where we are now



The Experience of MLs in PPS - High School

Javier
● Currently in 9th grade
● First language is Spanish
● Born in the US
● Progressing on ELPA

+ Enrolled in Integrated ELD 
(via English 1) 

+ English Language Arts is scaffolded 
for language development & 
supported with 2 certified teachers

+ Receives World Language credit 
(period 9)

+ Retains 3 elective credits like his peers

- ELD class takes the place of one 
elective

- English 1 is not scaffolded to 
support language development

High School Schedule
ELD pull-out model

High School Schedule
Integrated ELD model



The Experience of MLs in PPS- Middle School

Aisha
● Currently in 7th grade
● First language is Pashto
● Born Afghanistan
● Emerging on ELPA
● Considered to be a 

Newcomer

+ Enrolled in Integrated ELD 
(via English 1) AND Designated ELD for 
newcomer services.

+ English Language Arts is scaffolded 
for language development & 
supported with 2 certified teachers

- Designated ELD class takes the place 
of one elective.

- ELD class takes the place of one 
elective

- Language Arts is not scaffolded 
to support language 
development

Middle School Schedule
ELD pull-out model

Middle School Schedule
Integrated ELD model
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Dual Language Immersion in PPS
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# of Active EL-qualified MLs
Spanish: 1167 (33%)
Russian: 128 (62%)
Chinese: 121 (16%)
Vietnamese: 97 (32%)
Japanese: 38 (3.8%)

*approximately 37% of Active MLs are in 
DLI

https://intranet.dlenm.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/03/5_2-Collier-Thomas-Graph-ELs-Long-Term-K-12.pdf
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Questions and Discussion 
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