
School Board Policy Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, September 15, 2026 5:30 PM 
Board Room, 3000 Donallen Dr, Bensalem, PA 19020 
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call Speaker(s): Committee 

Chairperson 
2. Announcements to the Audience Speaker(s): Committee 

Chairperson 
3. Public Comment #1 Speaker(s): Committee 

Chairperson 
4. Policies  

4.A. Policy 122 Extra Curricular Activities Speaker(s): Brian 
Cohen 

4.B. Policy 220 Student Expression/Dissemination of 
Materials 

Speaker(s): Committee 
Chairperson 

4.C. Policy 707 Use of School Facilities Speaker(s): Committee 
Chairperson 

4.D. Policy 709.1 Video Surveillance Speaker(s): Committee 
Chairperson 

4.E. Resolution: Environment Free of Intimidation, 
Violence and Hate 

Speaker(s): Committee 
Chairperson 

5. Discussion Items  

5.A. New Policy - Advertising Inside District 
Vehicles 

Speaker(s): Brian 
Cohen 

6. Public Comment #2  

7. Adjournment Speaker(s): Committee 
Chairperson 





















220. ATTACHMENT  

Page 1 of 2 

 
STUDENT EXPRESSION/DISSEMINATION OF MATERIALS 

 
These procedures address the dissemination by students of nonschool materials that are not part 
of the curricular or extracurricular program of the District. Materials sought to be disseminated 
as part of the curricular or extracurricular program of the District will be regulated as part of the 
District’s educational program and are not subject to the time, place and manner provisions set 
forth herein. 
 
Students may disseminate nonschool materials, provided that the form of expression and/or the 
use of public school facilities and equipment is/are in accordance with Board Policy 220 (Student 
Expression/Dissemination of Materials), the Code of Student Conduct, these procedures and the 
school dress code, if applicable. It is the responsibility of students intending to disseminate 
nonschool materials to become familiar with the provisions of Board Policy 220 and pertinent 
provisions of the Code of Student Conduct.  
 
The District has no responsibility to assist students in or to provide facilities for the 
dissemination of nonschool materials.  
 
Dissemination of Nonschool Materials 

The dissemination by students of all nonschool materials will be governed by the following 
procedures: 

1. All nonschool materials, together with a copy of the plan of dissemination, must be submitted 
to the building principal no later than 10 a.m. on the school day prior to the requested 
dissemination. The building principal will forward such information to the Superintendent or 
designee for approval. The plan will set forth in detail the desired time, place and manner of 
dissemination, as well as the individuals involved. 

 
2. Identification of the individual student or at least one (1) responsible person in a student 

group will be required upon submission for approval. The person wishing to disseminate 
such material must provide in writing their name, address, telephone number and 
organization, if any. This information will be filed in the building principal's office. 
 

3. The Superintendent or designee will review the material, determine if it constitutes 
expression that is prohibited by Board policy, and inform the building principal or designee 
of the decision. The building principal or designee will notify the student(s) planning to 
disseminate nonschool materials of the decision to grant or deny permission. If the decision 
is to not permit the dissemination, the building principal or designee will specify the reasons 
for the decision as well as the changes in the content of the material or in the plan of 
dissemination which must be made, if any, in order to secure such permission. If the 
student(s) desiring to disseminate such material make(s) such changes in a manner 
satisfactory to the Superintendent or designee prior to the planned dissemination, the building 
principal or designee may then grant permission to disseminate. 

 
Time - 

 
When permission has been granted, students may disseminate approved nonschool materials only 
at the following times: 
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1. Thirty (30) minutes before the official start of school; 
2. Thirty (30) minutes after the official end of school. 

Place - 
 
Dissemination of approved nonschool materials on school property will be permitted only in 
locations that allow for the normal flow of traffic within the school and its exterior doors. 
Building entrance walkways and building lobbies will not be utilized for such dissemination.  
 
Nonschool materials may not be disseminated during any regularly scheduled class unless 
specifically authorized by the Superintendent or designee. 
 
Manner -  
 
All nonschool materials must bear the District disclaimer. 

 
DISCLAIMER: THE BENSALEM TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT IS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR, AND DOES NOT ENDORSE, ANY STATEMENT, SENTIMENT 
OR OPINION PUBLISHED OR EXPRESSED IN THIS DOCUMENT. THIS DOCUMENT 
IS NOT PART OF, AND HAS NOT BEEN DISTRIBUTED AS PART OF, THE 
DISTRICT’S CURRICULAR OR EXTRACURRICULAR PROGRAMS.  
 

All approved nonschool materials displayed in a fixed location shall be officially dated and the 
District shall remove the materials within ten (10) school days. 
 
Any student who disseminates materials will be responsible for cleaning any resulting litter, 
including any discarded pamphlets, fliers or other documents. 
 
No student will harass or otherwise interfere with the dissemination of approved nonschool 
materials by student(s), nor may a student in any way compel or coerce a student to accept any 
materials. 
 
Disciplinary Consequences 
 
Any student who violates any provision of Board Policy 220 or these procedures will be subject 
to disciplinary action, in accordance with Board policy and the Code of Student Conduct, which 
may in appropriate cases include suspension and/or expulsion from school.  
 
Student Handbook 
 
A copy of this procedure will be published in student handbooks. 
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BENSALEM TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 01 (2023-2024) 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF BENSALEM 
TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
DECLARING THAT BENSALEM TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT BE A PLACE 
WHERE EVERY CHILD CAN LEARN, GROW, ACHIEVE, AND REACH FULL 
POTENTIAL IN AN ENVIRONMENT THAT IS FREE OF INTIMIDATION, 
VIOLENCE, AND HATE. 

 
 
WHEREAS, seventy years ago this month, on May 17, 1954, the United States Supreme Court issued its 
landmark decision in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, declaring and affirming that all children 
throughout our nation enjoy the right and opportunity to attend the public schools serving their 
communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, our Bensalem Township School District is recognized as having one of the most diverse 
student bodies in all of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bensalem Township School District and the community it serves each and every day, proudly 
embrace and celebrate the diversity of the students and all of the citizens of the Township of Bensalem; and 
 
WHEREAS, on the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the Supreme Court ruling in Brown, the Board of 
School Directors of Bensalem Township School District wishes to affirm their commitment that our 
Bensalem Schools be a place where each and every child in our community can learn, grow, achieve, and 
reach their full potential in an environment that is free of intimidation, violence, and hate, 
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of School Directors of Bensalem Township School 
District that on this, the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the landmark decision of the United States 
Supreme Court in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Bensalem Township School District affirms its 
commitment that our Bensalem Schools be a place where each and every child in our community can learn, 
grow, achieve, and reach their full potential in an environment that is free of intimidation, violence, and 
hate, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that as our community proudly embraces and celebrates the diversity of all 
of its citizens, Bensalem Township School District affirms its commitment that our Bensalem Schools will 
remain a place where acts of intimidation, violence, or hate of any kind, toward any individual or group, 
will not be allowed or tolerated, as our Bensalem Schools and our Bensalem Community remain “No Place 
for Hate.” 
 
Resolved this 28th Day of May, 2024.  
 
 
ATTEST:      BENSALEM TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 
       SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
 
 
____________________________   ________________________________ 
Carolyn J. Riley, Board Secretary   Heather D. Nicholas, Board President 
 





















































































schools and colleges. Schoo! counselors are usually the best first contact to resolve a problem or 
concern. 

Child Abuse (School Board Policy 806) «. 

All school staff are mandated reporters and must notify Childline if they suspect that a child is 
being abused or neglected. 

Social Work Services 

School social workers provide services to students, families and communities in order to help 

students attain maximum benefits from the educational setting. The primary role of the social 

worker is to provide case management services to students and their families. They also do home 
visits, refer students/families to community agencies for additional resources, provide supportive 
counseling for individuals/families, and function as the liaison between school, home, and 

community resources. They receive their referrals from school counselors, nurses, administrators, 

and the Magisterial District Judge, and deal with the following issues: 

Mental Health Substance Abuse 

Bereavement Domestic Violence 
Child Abuse/Neglect Behavior Difficulties 
Inadequate Health Care Absenteeism 

Pregnancy Homelessness 

Bullying (School Board Policy 249) 

Bensalem values the safety of every student; therefore, district staff encourages and supports 
appropriate peer interactions through our bullying prevention initiative. Bullying occurs when 

one child or a group of children repeatedly hurt another child through words and/or actions. 
Bullying may involve physical aggression, such as fighting, shoving, or kicking; verbal 

aggression, such as name-calling and rumor spreading; and/or non-verbal aggression, such as 
intimidation, threatening gestures, and deliberate exclusion from a group or activity. 

ullying may include conduct based on bias or prejudice, including the use of slurs, derogator 
language, symbols, gestures, written messages, images, or electronic communications that targe' 
an individual's protected characteristics. Such behavior will be addressed through the District's 
bullying prevention.and disciplinary procedures, 

Sa 

Student Assistance Program (SAP) (School Board Policy 236) 
Specially trained school counselors, social workers, teachers, nurses, and administrators 

participate as a team to aid in the prevention of alcohol and other drug use or abuse among 
students. Also, the team works to identify and refer students with mental health issues. Behavior 

problems, absenteeism, a drop in grades or changes in friends are indicators that students may 
have problems related to substance abuse or mental health issues. 

Referrals to the team come from anyone who is concerned about a student: teachers and other 
school staff, friends, parents, and also from students. Students who violate our district drug 

and alcohol policy are always referred for an assessment. 
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Care of Textbooks/School Property (School Board Policy 224) 

It is the responsibility of every student to care for textbooks and schoo! property. If any school 

property is damaged or lost, students will be charged for the replacement. NOTE: Unpaid 
obligations may result in the retention of report cards, transcripts and schedules. At the secondary 

level, students with outstanding obligations may lose the opportunity to participate in certain 
school activities. 

Student Expression/Distribution and Posting of Materials (School Board Policy 220) 

This policy addresses student expression in general and distribution and posting of materials that 
are not part of district-sponsored activities. Materials sought to be distributed or posted as part of 

the curricular or extracurricular programs of the district shall be regulated as part of the school 
district’s educational program. 
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Dating Violence (School Board Policy 252) 

The purpose of this policy is to maintain a safe, positive learning environment for all students 

that is free from dating violence. Dating violence is inconsistent with the educational goals of the 
district and is prohibited at all times. 

Definitions 

Dating partner shall mean a person, regardless of gender, involved in an intimate relationship 
with another person, primarily characterized by the expectation of affectionate involvement, 
whether casual, serious or long-term.[1} 

Dating violence shall be defined as behavior where one person uses threats of, or actually uses, 
physical, sexual, verbal or emotional abuse to control the person’s dating partner_{1] 

Complaint Procedure 

When a student believes that they have been subject to dating violence, the student is encouraged 
to promptly report the incident, orally or in writing, to the: 

e Building principal 

e School counselor 

e Classroom teacher 

Searches (School Board Policy 226) 
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Tobacco and Vaping Products (School Board Policy 222) 

The Board recognizes that tobacco and vaping products, including the product marketed as JUUL 

and other electronic cigarettes, present a health and safety hazard that can have serious 
consequences for users, non-users and the school environment. The purpose of this policy is to 
prohibit student possession, use, purchase and sale of tobacco and vaping products, including 
JUULs and other electronic cigarettes. 

Controlled Substances/Paraphernalia (Schoo! Board Policy 227) 
Situations and Responses 

In any situation wherein a student demonstrates symptoms of possible drug/alcohol use (e.g. 
staggering, slurred speech, dazed appearance, incoherence, inability to respond) the following 
may occur: 

Immediate Action 

All standard health and first aid procedures will be followed. The student shall not be left alone. 
The school nurse and administrator shall be summoned immediately. If the student must be taken 
to a medical facility, student may be accompanied by the school administrator or authorized 
designee. 

Notification of Parent/Guardian and SAP Team 
Attempts will be made to contact the parent/guardian immediately by the principal or designee. 

A record of contacts shall be maintained by the principal or designee. The contact will include a 
description of the situation and symptoms. If the parent/guardian cannot be contacted, a decision 

to get medical attention for the student or to isolate the student from other students will be made 
by a school nurse and/or an administrator. The parent/guardian will be given the phone number 
of the approved outside agency/private consultant to schedule an assessment. 

Investigation 

If alcohol/drug use is indicated, the school administrator or designee shall be responsible for 

conducting a thorough investigation which may include a search according to policy. 

Discipline 

An informal hearing shall be conducted. If the student is found in violation of this policy, 

disciplinary action shall be applied in accordance with this policy. A confirmed drug/alcohol 
involvement will result in a mandated assessment. 

‘Notification of Police 

Refer to the current Memorandum of Understanding between Bensalem Township School 
District and Bensalem Township Department of Public Safety, 
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Discrimination/Title 1X Sexual Harassment Affecting Students (School Board Policy 103) _--~ (Formatted: Font: 12 pt 
The Board declares it to be the policy of this district to provide an equal opportunity for all 
students to achieve their maximum potential through the programs and activities offered in the 

schools without discrimination on the basis of race, color, age, creed, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, ancestry, national origin, marital status, pregnancy or handicap/disability. 
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Student Records (School Board Policy 216) 

NOTICE OF IMPORTANT RIGHTS: Concerning the maintenance, access to, amendment, 

and disclosure of education records by Bensalem Township School District. 

The full text of the Education Records Policy 216 of Bensalem Township School District is found 

on the district website and in the electronic district policy manual. This policy contains 
information of importance to students attending public schoots and public school-sponsored 
programs. Several provisions of this policy warrant careful attention: 

Designation of certain records containing personally identifiable information as “directory 
information.” In Section 1.1 of this policy, the district designates certain kinds of information as 

“directory information.” The district will provide this information to any interested person, 
including armed forces recruiters who request it without seeking consent from parents/guardians 

of the student or the student. If you do not want the district to disclose such information, you 

must notify the district in writing by the fifth day of the school term. Examples are: 

A playbill showing your student’s role in a drama production 

The annual yearbook 

Honor rol! or other recognition lists 

Graduation programs 

Sports activity sheets, such as wrestling, showing weight and height of team members 

Your written notice must identify the specific types of directory information that you do not want 

the district to disclose without consent. If you fail to notify us in writing by the fifth day of the 
school term, we may release directory information upon request and without consent. 

Disclosure _of records containing personally identifiable information to other schools and 

institutions. Section 4.8(a) of this policy allows the district to disclose personally identifiable 
information concerning a student to an educational agency or institution at which the student 
seeks to enroll, intends to enroll, or is enrolled, or from which the student receives services, when 

that agency or institution requests such records, as long as the disclosure is for purposes related 
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Level Il (Major Offenses) Consequences (may include) 
Cutting class/homeroom/signing in Detention 
Leaving school or class without permission Saturday School 
Tobacco use/Loss of Privileges In-School Suspension 
Truancy Out-of-School Suspension (1 to 5 days) 
Insubordination Restitution/Restoration 
Unwanted contact After School Detention 
Defacing school property 
Violation of student acceptable user policy 
Verbal assault 
Foul or abusive languagg . ese 
Hate speech/bias based harassment _ a 
Forgery 

Peer conflict/disrespect/disturbance 
Harassment 
Possession/use of personal technology 
Devices in violation of policy (3 violations): More than 3 Level loffenses of the same type 
Non-medical electronic inhalation devices 

Level III (Major Offenses) Consequences (may include) 
Theft In-School Suspension (3 to 10 days) 
Physical assault Out-of-School Suspension 
Willful fighting Loss of Privileges 
Possessing a weapon Police Referral 
Arson, false alarm, or 911 call Restitution/Restoration 

Bomb threats Expulsion 
Vandalism Saturday School 
Controlled substance abuse (drugs and alcohol) 
Extortion 
Harassment/intentional contact/terroristic threats 
Hate speech/bias based harassment ne oe a 
Lewd and lascivious behavior/sexual misconduct 
Commission of any other act punishable under the Pennsylvania Crimes Code 
Other most serious infractions of unacceptable behavior in or on school property, or while under school supervision 
or jurisdiction 
Kidnapping/interfering with child custody 

Academic Integrity (School Board Policy 243) 

Bensalem Township School District understands that to achieve a personal vision of success, 

students need to exercise ethical behavior and responsible decision making both in and out of 
the academic setting. In support of Bensalem Township School District mission statement to 
educate the whole child, the district requires adherence to specific standards of conduct in 

academic affairs to create a climate of academic integrity. 

RESPONSIBLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY (School Board Policy 815) 
The district supports_the wise of the internet and other computer networks in the district’s 

instructional and operational programs in order to facilitate learning, teaching and daily 
operations through interpersonal communications and access to information, research and 
collaboration. For instructional purposes, the use of network facilities shall be consistent with 

the curriculum adopted by the school district as well as the varied instructional needs, learning 
styles, abilities, and developmental levels of students. 
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