
October Regular Meeting 
Monday, October 12, 2026 7:00 PM 
District Office, 301 Neosho Street , Burlington, Kansas 66839 
 
1. Opening Items  

1.A. Call to Order  

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance  

1.C. Additions to the Agenda  

2. Consent Agenda  

2.A. Approval of the Agenda  

2.B. Approval of the September 14, 2026, Budget 
Hearing Minutes 

 

2.C. Approval of the September 14, 2026, Regular 
Meeting Minutes 

 

2.D. Approval of the Bills and Financial Reports  

2.E. Approval of Personnel Items  

2.F. Approval of Donations  

2.G. Approval of Consent Agenda  

3. Public Comment  

3.A. Concerns of Burlington USD 244 Patrons  
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
BURLINGTON USD 244

20-

James Higgins - President
Lucas Allen - Vice President

Johnny Hernandez
Nolan Strawder

Ron Hess
Selena King

Bob Plummer

Please direct comments or questions to the district 
administration office.

Superintendent, Craig Marshall
Clerk of the Board, Christy Hess

USD 244 Central Office
301 Neosho Street

Burlington, KS  66839

6 364-8478

Thank you for attending. Your continued interest in 
our district’s schools will guarantee their 

excellence.

MISSION STATEMENT

Burlington Schools are committed to developing 
each student to become a responsible citizens and 

lifelong learners.
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Board Report 

Technology Department 

October 2026 

 

Annually, much of our efforts for the last half of September revolve around “Count Day” and completing state reporting 

for funding and programs.  This year has been extra tricky as the state is transitioning from the KIDS system which has 

been around for 20 years to a new system called KEDS – the Kansas Education Data System which depends on daily 

connections from our Student Information System directly into the KEDS system.   Funding data for this year was still 

reported in KIDS due to the newness of the KEDS platform, but all other data for the school year will be reported through 

KEDS.  In visiting with other Kansas school districts, we are all feeling the “growing pains” of the change as the state, 

SIS Vendors, and schools work through how the data is supposed to be reported, mapping state codes to many different 

systems, and more.   We have had several meetings with Skyward state reporting staff as well as directly with the KEDS 

staff to work through errors.  I am happy to say that all of our data is now reporting correctly which is not the case for 

many other schools at this point.   

On October 2, assistant technology director Courtney Finlayson and I met with the school librarians to look at a different 

library management system which would meet the schools’ needs better than our current product.  We have partnered with 

the Coffey County Library on a library system since the late 1990s, and it has been a great partnership.   It provided us an 

economical way of getting a district-wide shared catalog and online presence many years ago when “going it alone” 

would have been cost prohibited for a school district.  The system, though, is oriented to the needs of public library 

systems, our shared costs have grown over the years, and the system no longer meets our needs.    We have informed the 

county library that we are planning to exit the software partnership by December 1, and we thank them very much for 

many great years in a shared system. 

The bi-annual federal Civil Rights Data Collection is gearing up.  The data will represent the the 25-26 school year.  We 

will be attending virtual training with Skyward on October 8th to setup what data can be provided and pulled from the 

Qmlativ system.  Exact deadlines have yet to be set by the government, but are expected to commence in December. 

From the buildings: 

Students in grades K-4 celebrated National Dot Day by exploring their creativity and designing their own unique dots. 

After completing their artwork, they used an app to watch their creations come to life, making the experience both 

engaging and interactive. 

Students in grades 1-4 have also been exploring Canva and developing their digital design skills through a variety of 

creative projects: 

• 1st Grade: Learning Canva basics, including adding and editing elements, resizing objects, working with layers, 

and using text features. 

• 2nd Grade: Designing Halloween-themed bookmarks for the library, combining creativity with graphic design 

skills. 

• 3rd Grade: Creating comic strips based on one of their favorite books, using storytelling and visual design 

techniques. 

• 4th Grade: Collaborating on a short spooky story. Each student writes a section of the story, and the individual 

pieces are combined into one collaborative work. Students will then record themselves reading their portions and 

use Canva’s video editing tools to bring their story to life. 

 



Students in Mrs. Haller’s FACS class researched foodborne illnesses and used their findings to create fictional characters 

representing each illness. They then used Microsoft Word to write stories from their characters’ perspectives. To complete 

the project, students designed posters showcasing their stories, combining research, writing, and creativity. 

 

 

Ms. Anderson at BMS shared how she uses technology to support student learning in her classroom!  

• IXL: Provides ongoing practice and review of state standards. 

• Pear Assessment: Supports assessments, test preparation, and targeted review of standards students need to 

revisit. 

• Canva: Gives students opportunities to create vision boards and posters featuring monthly vocabulary words. 

• Blocksi: Helps monitor student activity and keep students focused during daily technology use. 

• MobyMax: Builds math fact fluency and reinforces state standards through practice and review. 

• Legends of Learning: Offers three games per standard to make review engaging and interactive. 

• Jeopardy-style games: Provide a fun, interactive way to review before tests. 

 

Students in fifth-grade technology rotations are creating brochures about countries of their choice. Using two websites, 

they are researching each country’s geography, history, people, and culture. Once their research is complete, students will 

organize their findings into digital brochures using PowerPoint, building their research, technology, and design skills. 
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