
AGENDA FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #154

HELD AT THE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #154 AT 7:00 PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2025

A. Call to Order    
B. Introduction of Guests
C. Public Comments (3-5) minutes.
D. Consent Agenda

1. Read and approve the minutes of the regular session of November 24, 2025, and the 
executive sessions of November 24, 2025, and December 2, 2025.

2. Read and approve the financial obligations of the District and the Treasurer's report.
3. Recommend acceptance of the John Swanson Trust, Kooi and Pingel Educational 

Loan Trust Summary Report, Union American Legion Scholarship, and Franks 
Family Fine Arts Fund of November 30, 2025.

4. Recommend approval of the Final Settlement Sheet for the FY2024 Tax Levy.
5. Recommend acceptance of a $16,315.93 donation from the Marengo Area Schools 

Education Foundation
E. New Business

1. Recommend adjourning to a public hearing at ________ to convene the Truth in 
Taxation Public Hearing for the proposed Tax Year 2025 Property Tax Levy 
Increase for Marengo Community High School District #154.

2. Truth in Taxation Public Hearing
3. Recommend reconvening the regular Board of Education meeting at __________.
4. Recommend approval of the Tax Year 2025 Property Tax Levy increase as 

presented for the amount of $9,631,474.00, which represents a 6.49% (CPI=2.90%) 
over the previous tax year 2024.

5. Presentation by Division Chair Bob Fecarotta on Social Studies Textbooks.
Bob Fecarotta
Link to presentation
US History Textbook Evaluation 26-27SY

6. Recommend placing Social Studies Textbooks on display for 30 days.
7. Recommend approval of the personnel report as presented.

• Resignations 
o None

• Hires 
o Jessica Abeyta - Student Assistant at $15.00/hour
o Autumn Schueler - Student Assistant at $15.00/hour

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/110AGu87alK260EX2wN1lS56nahchAHrSjsXJLnU23Ao/edit?usp=sharing


o Serenity Skiba - part-time custodian at $15.75/hour
• Leaves 

o None
8. Recommend a first reading of changes, additions, and deletions to Board Policy.
9. Recommend approval of MCHS and Marengo Park District Fuel Agreement.

F. Executive Session to discuss Litigation. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11), Student disciplinary 
cases.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9), Personnel 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1). The purchase or lease of real 
property. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5)The setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by a 
public body. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6). Safety and Security 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(8).

G. Returned from Executive Session at 
H. Recommend possible action as a result of executive session.
I. Superintendent Report

• MASEF Donation     

• Upcoming Dates: 
o December 17-19 Semester Exams

o December 20, 22, 23, 27 EC Nichols Holiday Tournament 

o December 19-January 2 Holiday Break — No School

o January 5 Teacher Workday — No School

o January 6 Students Return to School 
o January 14 Early Dismissal 11:25 am — Half Day School Improvement

o January 19 Dr. Martin Luther King's Birthday — No School

o January 26 School Board Meeting 7:00 pm

• FOIA requests

J. Adjournment



BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING 
Monday, November 24, 2025 7:00 
PM 

 Marengo Community High School District #154 
110 Franks Road 

Marengo, IL 60152  

   
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Anthony Martin: Present, Farrah Ranzino: Present, Candice Samuelson: 
Present, David Schultz: Present, Shane Spring: Present, Todd Volkening: Absent. Present: 5, 
Absent: 2. 
 
Staff Attendance: David Englebrecht, Superintendent; Angela Fink, Assistant Superintendent; 
Jay Mullens, Principal; and Danielle Rudsinski, Business Manager 
 
Guests: Connor Cockerham, Schneider Electric; Cameron Pavelschak, Schneider Electric; Dwain 
Nance 
 
A. Call to Order     

B. Introduction of Guests 

C. Public Comments (3-5) minutes. 

D. Consent Agenda 
Motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented. This motion, made by Anthony Martin 
and seconded by Shane Spring, Carried. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

D.1. Read and approve the minutes of the regular and executive session of October 27, 2025. 

D.2. Read and approve the financial obligations of the District and Treasurers report of 
October 31, 2025. 

D.3. Recommend acceptance of the John Swanson Trust, Kooi and Pingel Educational Loan 
Trust Summary Report, Union American Legion Scholarship and Franks Family Fine Arts 
Fund of October 31, 2025. 

D.4. Recommend approval of the Application for Approval of Ten-Year Safety Survey 
Report. 

D.5. Recommend appointing Jennifer Kasch Marengo Community High School District #154 
Treasurer for the remainder of the 2025-2026 fiscal year. 

D.6. Recommend acceptance of a $3,000 donation from Katherine & Jerry Hanson to the girls 
basketball program. 

D.7. Recommend acceptance of a $1,000.00 donation to Cross Country from Jeffery & 
Danielle Bown. 

E. New Business 



E.1. Presentation by Schneider Electric. 

E.2. Athletics and Activities Presentation by Athletic Director Dwain Nance: Fall Recap and 
Winter Preview 

E.3. Recommend approval of the personnel report as presented. 
Motion to approve the Personnel Report as presented. This motion, made by Shane Spring and 
seconded by Candice Samuelson, Carried. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

E.4. Recommend entering into an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for Mutual 
Assistance in Response to Crises in the Public Schools of McHenry County, Illinois. 
Motion to recommend entering into an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for Mutual 
Assistance in Response to Crises in the Public Schools of McHenry County, Illinois. This 
motion, made by Anthony Martin and seconded by Farrah Ranzino, Carried. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

E.5. Recommend adoption of CSTAG Threat Assessment Model 
Motion to adopt the CSTAG Threat Assessment Model. This motion, made by Farrah Ranzino 
and seconded by Shane Spring, Carried. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

E.6. Recommend approval of MCHS and Marengo Park District Fuel Agreement. 
Motion to approve the MCHS and Marengo Park District Fuel Agreement. This motion was 
tabled by Shane Spring and seconded by David Schultz. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

E.7. Recommend approval of changes to the ESP Handbook 
Motion to approve changes to the ESP Handbook. This motion, made by Farrah Ranzino and 
seconded by Candice Samuelson, Carried. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

E.8. Recommend approval of revisions to the Athletic Secretary and Payroll Administrator job 
descriptions.  
Motion to approve revisions to the Athletic Secretary and Payroll Administrator job 
description. This motion, made by Shane Spring and seconded by Farrah Ranzino, Carried. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 



F. Executive Session to discuss Litigation. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11), Student disciplinary cases.  5 
ILCS 120/2(c)(9), Personnel 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1). The purchase or lease of real property. 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(5)The setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by a public body. 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(6). Safety and Security 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(8). 
Motion to go into Executive Session at 9:30pm. This motion, made by Shane Spring and 
seconded by Anthony Martin, Carried. 
Jodie Kanaly: Absent, Todd Volkening: Absent, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 
Candice Samuelson: Yea, David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea  
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 2 

G. Returned from Executive Session at 10:02 pm. 

H. Recommend possible action as a result of executive session. 

I. Superintendent Report 

J. Adjournment at 10:05 pm 

 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
______________________________                        ______________________________ 
Todd Volkening, President                                          Jodie Kanaly, Secretary 





















































































3765 12/12/2025

MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154 is hereby authorized to draw warrants
against MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154 funds for the sum of xxx,xxx.xx on
account of obligations incurred for value received in services and for materials as shown below for the
period of December 2025 to be paid on December 15, 2025, not including the second payroll for December

Todd Volkening President

Jodie Kanaly Board Secretary

MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL - District 154

Dec-25

District Bills Payroll 1 Payroll 2 * P-Cards EFT/ ACH Totals
Education Fund 194,494.49$     286,760.65$  -$                  14,598.25$    9,134.47$        504,987.86$      
Building Fund 30,285.83$       17,171.75$    -$                  3,259.53$      16,327.34$      67,044.45          
Transportation Fund 8,267.05$         6,238.84$      -$                  887.07$         -$                 15,392.96          
Retirement Fund 8,977.73$      -$                  -$               -$                 8,977.73           
  Sub Total $233,047.37 $319,148.97 $ 0.00 $18,744.85 $25,461.81 $596,403.00
Tort Fund 2,000.00           2,000.00           
Bond Fund -                    
Capital Projects -                 -                   -                    
Totals 235,047.37       319,148.97    -                    18,744.85      25,461.81        598,403.00        

MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154
15-Dec-25





























Final Settlement Sheet

McHenry County

Tax Year: 2024 Page 1 of 2

11/24/2025 15:07

EH154 - SCHOOL DIST 154

Current Year Taxes Due

Original Amount Due $9,029,368.82
+ Supplements $402.51

- Cancellations $16,511.79

- Abatements/Refunds $0.00

+ Mobile Home $3,250.87

+/- Road & Bridge Transfer $0.00
+ Misc. Adjustments $0.00

Adjusted Amount Due $9,016,510.41

+ Prior Year Real EstateTax ($1,607.22)

+ Prior Year Mobile Home Tax $252.63

+ Prior Year Misc. Adjustments $4,559.80
Total Amount Due $9,019,715.62

Distribution Summary
AmountTax Distribution Date

$642,787.0105/27/2025

$2,364,127.2906/09/2025

$1,752,985.9706/23/2025

$243,462.1607/07/2025

$69,864.3007/21/2025

$38,330.8008/04/2025

$108,931.3108/18/2025

$447,687.6209/02/2025

$1,937,337.3909/15/2025

$867,155.3009/29/2025

$331,839.9310/14/2025

$74,988.5110/27/2025

$29,697.9911/10/2025

$107,877.1511/30/2025

Totals: 14 Distributions $9,017,072.73
AmountInterest Distribution Date

$1,410.6211/30/2025

Totals: 1 Distributions $1,410.62

Grand Totals: 15 Distributions $9,018,483.35

Fund Summary

Fund Interest

PY Over
Distrib

Amount
Available

Current
Distribution

Previously
DistributedAmount Collected

002 - EDUCATION $993.40 $0.00$0.00$75,969.67$6,274,069.30$6,350,038.97

004 - BUILDING $175.80 $0.00$0.00$13,444.64$1,110,344.10$1,123,788.74

005 - I.M.R.F $20.35 $0.00$0.00$1,556.34$128,532.98$130,089.32

030 - TRANSPORTATION $110.38 $0.00$0.00$8,441.40$697,144.55$705,585.95

033 - SPECIAL EDUCATION $71.47 $0.00$0.00$5,465.80$451,402.23$456,868.03

035 - LIABILITY INSURANCE $7.81 $0.00$0.00$597.32$49,330.23$49,927.55

047 - SOCIAL SECURITY $27.79 $0.00$0.00$2,125.50$175,537.90$177,663.40

200 - REVENUE RECAPTURE $3.62 $0.00$0.00$276.48$22,834.29$23,110.77

Totals $1,410.62 $0.00$0.00$107,877.15$8,909,195.58$9,017,072.73

Current Year Taxes Paid

+ Real Estate $8,966,276.38
+ Railroad $44,636.12

+ Mobile Home $2,955.02

+ Misc. Adjustments $0.00

+ Prior Year Real Estate ($1,607.22)

+ Prior Year Mobile Home $252.63
+ Prior Year Misc. Adjustments $4,559.80

- Abatements/Refunds $0.00

Total Collected $9,017,072.73

+ Hold Back $0.00

+ County Trustee
+ Forfeited Tax $859.17

Total $9,019,715.62

Interest Distribution

County Interest $1,410.62

$0.00Township Interest

Total Interest $1,410.62

$1,783.72

(C )2025 DEVNET Incorporated DMWESTMORELAND



Final Settlement Sheet

McHenry County

Tax Year: 2024 Page 2 of 2

11/24/2025 15:07

Miscellaneous Adjustment Detail

Year  Source Amount  Adjustment DescriptionAccount Type

2023 RE - Real Estate $3.92 11-35-451-022 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $3.92 11-35-451-025 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $995.87 11-36-253-004 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $295.26 11-12-100-001 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $294.18 11-12-100-002 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $294.18 11-12-100-003 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $294.18 11-12-100-004 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $611.16 11-12-100-015 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $117.19 11-02-400-029 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $31.99 11-36-376-033 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $787.10 17-21-376-001 trustee redemption by TBABack Tax Collected

2023 RE - Real Estate $830.85 trustee sale 11-23-201-015 by TBABack Tax Collected

Totals $4,559.8012 entries

(C )2025 DEVNET Incorporated DMWESTMORELAND





 Most Recent AFR Fiscal Year: 2025

Direct Disbursements / Expenditures FY2023 FY2024 FY2025
Total 

Expenditures
Average Annual 

Expenditures
Cash Reserve Balances 

FY2025
Educational Fund (10) 10,248,073      12,293,468            13,224,606      35,766,147           11,922,049.00          9,099,357                       

Operations & Maintenance Fund (20) 1,946,870        2,288,925              1,949,809        6,185,604             2,061,868.00            647,011                          
Transportation Fund (40) 792,244            1,277,303              990,439            3,059,986             1,019,995.19            440,286                          

Operational Balance - June 2025 12,987,187      15,859,696            16,164,854      45,011,737           15,003,912.19          10,186,654                     

Must be < 2.5
0.679

Required by 105 ILCS 5/17-1.10 Illinois General Assembly - Illinois Compiled Statutes (ilga.gov)

(Source: P.A. 103-394, eff. 7-28-23.)

No action neededDetermination: 

    (a) In the 2024-2025 school year and in each subsequent school year, the school board of any school district that does not receive federal impact aid funding 
shall calculate the combined, annual average expenditures of its operational funds for the previous 3 fiscal years, as reported in the school district's most recently 
audited annual financial reports. Operational funds shall include the district's educational, transportation, and operations and maintenance funds. The school 
board shall annually present a written report covering the annual average expenditures of its operational funds for the previous 3 fiscal years at a board meeting.

School District:
RCDT:

2.5 Yrs Annual Average Expenditures to Combined Cash Reserve Balance

    (b) With respect to a school district to which subsection (a) applies, if the school district's combined cash reserve balance of its operational funds, as most 
recently reported by the district pursuant to Section 17-1.3 of this Code, exceeds 2.5 times the annual average expenditures of its operational funds for the 
previous 3 fiscal years, the school board shall adopt and file with the State Board of Education by December 31 a written operational funds reserve reduction plan 
to reduce, within 3 years, the district's combined cash reserve balance of its operational funds to an amount at or below 2.5 times the annual average 
expenditures of its operational funds for the previous 3 fiscal years. The State Board shall post any operational funds reserve reduction plans received on the State 
Board's Internet website.

Sec. 17-1.10. Operational funds expenditure report and reserve reduction plan.

Cash Reserve Balance to Expenditures Ratio:

Marengo CHSD 154
44-063-1540-16

Data from District's Annual Financial Reports



​TRUTH IN TAXATION​
​CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE​

​(35 ILCS 200/18-55 et seq.)​

​Note:​ ​The following certificate is used to certify​​compliance with Truth in Taxation Law​
​or that the law is inapplicable.​

​I, the undersigned, hereby certify that I am the presiding officer of​​Marengo Community​

​High School District #154​​, and as such presiding officer​​I certify that the levy ordinance,​

​a copy of which is attached, was adopted pursuant to, and in all respects in compliance​

​with the provisions of Section 35 ILCS 200/18-55 et seq. of the “Truth in Taxation” Law.​

​Check One of the Choices Below:​

​1)  The taxing district published a notice in the newspaper and conducted a hearing​

​meeting the requirements of the Truth in Taxation Law.​

​2)  The taxing district’s aggregate levy did not exceed a 5% increase over the prior year’s​
​extension.  Therefore, a notice and a hearing were not necessary.​

​3)  The adopted aggregate tax levy exceeded 5% of the prior year’s extension and a​
​notice was published within 15 days of its adoption in accordance with the Truth in​
​Taxation Law.​

​4) The adopted levy exceeded the amount stated in the published notice.  A second notice​
​was published within 15 days of the adoption in accordance with the Truth in Taxation​
​Law.​

​Date____________​

​Presiding Officer ______________________________,​



ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Original: x School Business and Support Services Division

Amended: (217) 785-8779

A copy of this Certificate of Tax Levy shall be filed with the County Clerk of each county in which the school district is located 

on or before the last Tuesday of December.

District Name District Number County

Amount of Levy

Educational $ Fire Prevention & Safety  * $

Operations & Maintenance $ Tort Immunity $

Transportation $ Special Education $

Working Cash $ Leasing $

Municipal Retirement $  $

Social Security $ Other $

Total Levy $

*  Includes Fire Prevention, Safety, Energy Conservation, Disabled Accessibility, School Security, 

See explanation on reverse side.    and Specified Repair Purposes.
Note:     Any district proposing to adopt a levy must comply with

the provisions set forth in the Truth in Taxation Law.

We hereby certify that we require:
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for educational purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for operations and maintenance purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for transportation purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for a working cash fund; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for municipal retirement purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for social security purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for fire prevention, safety, energy conservation,

disabled accessibility, school security and specified repair purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for tort immunity purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for special education purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for leasing of educational facilities 

or computer technology or both, and temporary relocation expense purposes; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for ; and
the sum of dollars to be levied as a special tax for 
on the taxable property of our school district for the year 2025

Signed this [Day] day of [Month] 2025 .
(President)

(Clerk or Secretary of the School Board of Said School District)

When any school is authorized to issue bonds, the school board shall file a certified copy of the resolution in the office of the county clerk of each county in which the district is

situated to provide for the issuance of the bonds and to levy a tax to pay for them.  The county clerk shall extend the tax for bonds and interest as set forth in the certified copy

of the resolution, each year during the life of the bond issue.  Therefore to avoid a possible duplication of tax levies, the school board should not include a levy for bonds and

interest in the district's annual tax levy.

Number of bond issues of said school district that have not been paid in full 0 .

This is to certify that the Certificate of Tax Levy for School District No. 154 , County,

Illinois, on the equalized assesed value of all taxable property of said school district for the year 

was filed in the office of the County Clerk of this County on , .

In addition to an extension of taxes authorized by levies made by the Board of Education (Directors), an additional extension(s)

will be made, as authorized by resolution(s) on file in this office, to provide funds to retire bonds and pay interest thereon.  

The total levy, as provided in the original resolution(s), for said purposes for the year , is $ .

ISBE Form 50-02 (07-2024) CTL2024.xlsx

2025

(Detach and Return to School District)

0

76,415

0
0

 

CERTIFICATE OF TAX LEVY

0
76,415

424,213

McHenryMarengo Community High School District 154 154

1,280,656
269,743

2025

2025

(Signature of County Clerk)

(County)(Date)

1,280,656
269,743

0

9,631,474

7,291,914

McHenry

424,213
0

0 0
0116,663

171,870 0

116,663
171,870

7,291,914



​TRUTH IN TAXATION RESOLUTION​
​IN ACCORDANCE WITH P.A. 88-455​

​FOR THE TAX YEAR 2025​

​WHEREAS,​ ​The​​Truth​​in​​Taxation​​Act​​(ACT)​​requires​​that​​when​​the​​provisions​​of​
​the​​ACT​​are​​applicable,​​the​​taxing​​district​​must​​determine​​not​​less​​than​​twenty​​(20)​​days​
​prior​ ​to​ ​the​​official​​adoption​​of​​the​​aggregate​​levy​​of​​the​​district,​​the​​estimated​​amounts​
​of taxes necessary to be levied for the year; and​

​WHEREAS,​​when​​the​​estimated​​amounts​​of​​money​​necessary​​to​​be​​raised​​by​​taxation​
​through​​the​​aggregate​​levy​​exceeds​​105%​​of​​the​​amount​​of​​property​​taxes​​extended​​upon​
​the​ ​final​ ​aggregate​ ​levy​ ​of​ ​the​​preceding​​year,​​public​​notice​​shall​​be​​given​​and​​a​​public​
​hearing​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​held​ ​on​ ​the​ ​district's​ ​intent​ ​to​ ​adopt​ ​a​ ​tax​ ​levy​ ​in​ ​an​ ​amount​ ​which​ ​is​
​more than 105% of said extension for the preceding year; and​

​WHEREAS,​​the​​amount​​of​​property​​taxes​​extended​​upon​​the​​final​​aggregate​​levy​​or​
​abated for the year 2024 was $9,006,223.34; and​

​WHEREAS,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​hereby​​determined​​that​​the​​estimated​​aggregate​​levy​​for​​the​​year​
​2025​ ​is​ ​$9,631,474.​ ​NOW,​​THEREFORE,​​BE​​IT​​HEREBY​​RESOLVED​​by​​the​​Board​
​of​ ​Education​ ​of​ ​Marengo​ ​Community​ ​School​ ​District​ ​Number​ ​154,​ ​McHenry​ ​County,​
​Illinois, as follows:​

​Section 1.  The statements set forth in the preamble hereto are true and correct.​

​Section​​2.​ ​The​​percentage​​increase​​of​​said​​aggregate​​levy​​estimated​​for​​the​​2025​​does​
​exceed​ ​the​ ​taxes​ ​extended​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​final​ ​aggregate​ ​levy​ ​for​ ​the​ ​district​ ​in​ ​the​ ​year​
​2024 by 6.49 percent.​

​Section​ ​3.​ ​Public​ ​notice​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​given​ ​in​ ​The​ ​Northwest​ ​Herald,​ ​a​ ​newspaper​ ​of​
​general​ ​circulation,​ ​and​ ​a​ ​public​ ​hearing​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​held,​ ​all​ ​in​ ​the​ ​manner​ ​and​ ​time​
​prescribed​ ​in​ ​said​ ​notice,​ ​which​ ​notice​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​in​ ​the​ ​following​ ​form​ ​and​ ​shall​ ​be​
​published not more than 14 days nor less than 7 days prior to the hearing date:​

​Section 4.  This resolution shall be in full force and effect forthwith upon its passage.​
​Member​​_______________​​moved the foregoing resolution​​be adopted and Member​
​_______________​​seconded the motion.​

​Upon a roll call vote being taken on the motion, the Members voted as follows:​

​AYE:​
​NAY:​

​The President declared the motion duly adopted.​

​Date:  December 15, 2025​



​STATE OF ILLINOIS)​
​)SS​

​COUNTY OF MCHENRY)​

​SECRETARY’S CERTIFICATE​

​I, Jodie Kanaly, the duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of​
​Marengo Community High School District #154, McHenry County, Illinois, do hereby​
​certify that attached hereto is a true and correct copy of a Resolution entitled:​

​RESOLUTION MAKING A DETERMINATION​
​OF THE AMOUNTS ESTIMATED TO BE NECESSARY​

​TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION​

​Which Resolution was duly adopted by said Board of Education at a regular meeting held​
​on the 15​​th​ ​day of December, 2025.​

​I do further certify that a quorum of the Board of Education was present at said​
​meeting, and that the Board of Education complied with all the requirements of the​
​Illinois Open Meetings Act.​

​IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 15​​th​ ​day of December,​
​2025.​

​_______________________________​
​Secretary, Board of Education​
​Marengo Community High School District #154​



NEW Textbook 
evaluation

12-15-25 BOE Meeting
Bob Fecarotta, Social Studies Dept Chair

Junior-Level 
US HISTORY 

2026-2027 SY

US History II



Purpose 

TO Evaluate textbook options for our junior-level US 
History classes for the 2026-2027 SY, focusing around:

aLIGNMENT THE ACT TEST MARENGO’s students

Is it aligned with 
NCSS C3 
Framework & IL 
SS Standards?

Does the 
content 
emphasize 
ACT-style 
strategies and 
skills?

How does this help 
our students? How 
does it align with 
our district’s ELL 
and instructional 
needs?



Current Resource
The American Vision: Modern Times, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill 

● MCHS’ US History text since 2008
● Online resources are broken links/urls
● no spanish-speaking supplemental resources
● Content is not aligned to the NCSS C3 Framework, IL SS 

Standards or ACT Reading Skills

● Physical condition
○ rebounding has damaged the text
○  many books contain graffiti and/or 

are missing pages
○ 17 years  of wear-and-tear



Evaluation Criteria
Bob Fecarotta  |   Brad Wignes   |   Merrick Robinson  |   Nathan Desmet

1. Alignment to C3 Framework & IL SS 
Standards

2. Foundational Vocabulary & Content
3. ACT Alignment
4. Bilingual/Spanish Resources
5. Cost



Textbooks Reviewed
Savvas: U.S. 
History 
Interactive

McGraw-Hill: 
United States 
History

Pearson: American 
Stories- A History 
of the United 
States (5th Ed.)



Criteria and 
Rating

Savvas : U.S. History 
Interactive

McGraw-Hill:  United States 
History

Pearson : American 
Stories- A History of the 
US (5th Ed.)

Alignment to C3 
Framework & IL 
SS Standards

4 - inquiry-centered 
lessons in each 
chapter

5 - their “Historian’s Toolkit” 
emphasizes analytical and 
inquiry-centered skills

3 - not explicitly aligned to 
these standards

Foundational 
Vocabulary & 
Content

4 - completely 
online, but lessons 
can be edited by 
teacher

5 - strong primary source 
library, offers both content and 
academic vocabulary 

2 - limited variety of 
vocabulary

ACT Alignment 3 - includes close 
reading but not 
ACT-specific

5 - includes close reading and 
ACT-style practice

2 - very little ACT-style 
practice activities; very 
little rigor in review

Bilingual/Spanish 
Resources

3 - limited lesson 
summaries in 
Spanish

4 - Complete Spanish eBooks, 
contains EL scaffolding features

0 - No bilingual ELL 
resources listed

Cost awaiting quote - 
requested on 
10/16/25

$11,669.35 (105 student texts, 5 
Spanish texts, 2 teacher 
editions, S&H)

$13,123.95 (excludes 
Spanish texts, and teacher 
editions, S&H)

Overall 
Department Rating
full evaluation can be 
found here

3.84 4.84✅ 2.17

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17f23qdRXoTnktKQyNmC9zO3550t-QNI0O3ddvl69inw/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17f23qdRXoTnktKQyNmC9zO3550t-QNI0O3ddvl69inw/edit?tab=t.0


Overall Ratings
● Savvas – 3.84/5 

○ Not a physical textbook - too multimedia-heavy, has 
limited ELL resources, does not fulfill our overall needs

● McGraw-Hill – 4.84/5 
○ Best balance of ACT alignment, EL support and rigorous 

vocabulary and primary source analysis - what our kids 
need most from a new textbook

● Pearson – 2.17/5
○ Designed for a college-level survey course, no ELL 

resources



Recommendation
✅ Adopt McGraw-Hill United States History
○ Meets all instructional and ACT alignment 

needs
○ Bilingual support 
○ Replaces outdated materials 
○ Supports our need for academic and content 

vocabulary
○ Offers rigorous primary source analysis
○ will not need to explore new textbooks for two 

curriculum-review cycles (until approx 2032)



Next Steps
● If purchased on July 1, 2026, order will arrive within 

14 days
○ order includes 30 textbooks per room (three 

classrooms), 15 extra, 5 Spanish texts, 2 Teacher 
Editions

● Teacher preparation for implementation for 26-27 SY
○ USH staff has already expressed interest in 

summer 2026 preparation
● What questions do you have for me?





 
 
 
December 15, 2025 
 
 
Facility Operations Supervisor Don Swanson and I would like to recommend to the 
Marengo Community High School District #154 Board of Education and 
Superintendent Engelbrecht the hiring of Serenity Skiba at $15.75/hour.  This 
student did an excellent job working with us as part of our summer crew and 
desired to continue working in a part-time capacity while attending school.  
Serenity will work approximately 15 hours a week and assist us with our ongoing 
painting efforts inside and outside the building, as well as general cleaning and 
custodial responsibilities.  Serenity will primarily work on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Angela M. Fink 
Assistant Superintendent  
 

“Where learning is valued and excellence is the standard” 
 



MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154 POLICY ADOPTION UPDATE 12/8/2025

POLICY # REFERENCE ACTION TITLE READING APPROVED12/15/25
 2:20-E October, 2025 Update Exhibit-Waiver and Modification Request Resource Guide 12/15/2025 Todd
 2:120 October, 2025 Update Board Member Development 12/15/2025 Todd
 2:150 October, 2025 Update Committees 12/15/2025 Todd
 2:150-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Superintendent Committees 12/15/2025 Todd
 2:250-E2 October, 2025 Update Exhibit-Immediately Available District Public Records and Web-Posted Reports and Records 12/15/2025 Todd
 2:270 October, 2025 Update Discrimination and Harassment on the Basis of Race, Color, and National Origin Prohibited 12/15/2025 Todd

 2:270-AP October, 2025 Update
AP-Prevention and Response Program for Complaints of Discrimination and Harassment Based on
Rade, Color, and National Origin 12/15/2025 Todd

 3:60-E October, 2025 Update
Exhibit-Event Reporting and Notice Requirements for Building Principals Concerning School Safety
and Security 12/15/2025 Todd

 4:10 October, 2025 Update Fiscal and Business Management 12/15/2025 Todd
 4:30 October, 2025 Update Revenue and Investments 12/15/2025 Todd
 4:60-AP2 October, 2025 Update AP-Third Party Non-Instructional Contracts 12/15/2025 David
 4:60-AP2, E October, 2025 NEW Exhibit-Checklist for Third Party Non-Instructional Emergency Contracts 12/15/2025 David
 4:70-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Resource Conservation 12/15/2025 David
 4:80 October, 2025 Update Accounting and Audits 12/15/2025 David
 4:110-AP3 October, 2025 Update AP-School Bus Safety Rules 12/15/2025 David
 4:140 October, 2025 Update Waiver of Student Fees 12/15/2025 David
 4:140-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Fines, Fees and Charges - Waiver of Student Fees 12/15/2025 David
 4:170-AP1 October, 2025 Update AP-Comprehensive Safety and Security Plan 12/15/2025 David
 4:170-AP2,E3 October, 2025 Update Exhibit-Letter to Parents/Guardians About Disruptive Social Media Apps; Dangers 12/15/2025 David
 4:175-AP1 October, 2025 Update AP-Criminal Offender Notification Laws; Screening 12/15/2025 David
 4:190 October, 2025 Update Targeted School Violence Prevention Program 12/15/2025 Jodie
 4:190-AP1 October, 2025 Update AP-Targeted School Violence Prevention Program 12/15/2025 Jodie
 4:190-AP2 October, 2025 Update AP-Threat Assessment Team (TAT) 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:10 October, 2025 Update Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:10-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Workplace Accommodations for Nursing Mothers 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:90 October, 2025 Update Abused and Neglected Child Reporting 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:100 October, 2025 Update Staff Development Program 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:120-AP2 October, 2025 Update AP-Employee Conduct Standards 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:200 October, 2025 Update Terms and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:220 October, 2025 Update Substitute Teachers 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:220-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Substitute Teachers 12/15/2025 Jodie
 5:280 October, 2025 Update Duties and Qualifications 12/15/2025 Farrah
 5:300 October, 2025 Update Schedules and Employment Year 12/15/2025 Farrah
 6:20 October, 2025 Update School Year Calendar and Day 12/15/2025 Farrah
 6:40 October, 2025 Update Curriculum Development 12/15/2025 Farrah
 6:60 October, 2025 Update Curriculum Content 12/15/2025 Farrah
 6:60-AP1 October, 2025 Update AP-Comprehensive Health Education Program 12/15/2025 Farrah
 6:60-AP1,E1 October, 2025 Update Exhibit-Requests to Examine Materials and Statutory Opt-outs 12/15/2025 Farrah

 6:60-AP2 October, 2025 Update
AP-Comprehensive Personal Health and Safety and Sexual Health Education Program (National Sex
Education Standards (NSES)) 12/15/2025 Farrah

 6:60-AP3 October, 2025 Update AP-Developmentally Appropriate Consent Education 12/15/2025 Farrah
 6:130 October, 2025 Update Program for the Gifted 12/15/2025 Farrah
 6:160 October, 2025 Update English Learners 12/15/2025 Farrah



MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154 POLICY ADOPTION UPDATE 12/8/2025

POLICY # REFERENCE ACTION TITLE READING APPROVED12/15/25
 6:260 October, 2025 Update Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs 12/15/2025 Tony
 6:260-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Responding to Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs 12/15/2025 Tony
 6:100 October, 2025 Update Graduation Requirements 12/15/2025 Tony
 6:300-E2 October, 2025 Update Exhibit-State Law Graduation Requirements 12/15/2025 Tony
 6:300-E3 October, 2025 Update Exhibit-Form for Exemption from Financial Aid Completion 12/15/2025 Tony
 6:310 October, 2025 Update High School Credit for Non-District Experiences; Course Substitutions; Re-Entering Students 12/15/2025 Tony
 6:315 October, 2025 Update High School Credit for Student in Grades 7 or 8 12/15/2025 Tony
 6:320 October, 2025 Update High School Credit for Proficiency 12/15/2025 Tony
 7:10 October, 2025 Update Equal Educational Opportunities 12/15/2025 Tony
 7:70 October, 2025 Update Attendance and Truancy 12/15/2025 Tony
 7:130 October, 2025 Update Student Rights and Responsibilities 12/15/2025 Tony
 7:140 October, 2025 Update Search and Seizure 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:150 October, 2025 Update Agency and Law Enforcement Requests 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:150-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Managing Agency and Law Enforcement Requests 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:150-AP,E October, 2025 NEW Exhibit-Record of Agency and Law Enforcement Requests 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:180 October, 2025 Update Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:190 October, 2025 Update Student Behavior 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:190-E3 October, 2025 Update Exhibit-Memorandum of Understanding 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:190-AP3 October, 2025 Update AP-Guidelines for Reciprocal Reporting of Offenses Committed by Students 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:190-AP6 October, 2025 Update AP-Guidelines for Investigating Sexting Allegations 12/15/2025 Candy
 7:190-AP7 October, 2025 Update AP-Student Discipline Guidelines 12/15/2025 Candy

 7:255-AP1 October, 2025 Update
AP-Supporting Students Who are Parents, Expectant Parents, or Victims of Domestic or Sexual
Violence 12/15/2025 Candy

 7:290 October, 2025 Update Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention 12/15/2025 Shane

 7:290-AP October, 2025 Update
AP-Resource Guide for Implementation of Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention
Program 12/15/2025 Shane

 7:315 October, 2025 Update Restrictions on Publications; High Schools 12/15/2025 Shane
 7:340 October, 2025 Update Student Records 12/15/2025 Shane
 7:340-AP1 October, 2025 Update AP-School Student Records 12/15/2025 Shane

 7:340-AP1,E1 October, 2025 Update
Exhibit- Notice to Parents/Guardians and Students of Their Rights Concerning a Student's School
Records 12/15/2025 Shane

 8:30 October, 2025 Update Visitors and Conduct on School Property 12/15/2025 Shane
 8:30-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Definition of Child Sex Offender 12/15/2025 Shane
 8:95-AP October, 2025 Update AP-Parental Involvement 12/15/2025 Shane
 8:100 October, 2025 Update Relations with Other Organizations and Agencies 12/15/2025 Shane



 
 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE MARENGO PARK DISTRICT AND 

THE MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 154 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF FUEL 

 
This Intergovernmental Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into this ___ day of 
__________, 2025, by and between the Marengo Park District (“Park District”), an Illinois 
park district organized and operating under the Illinois Park District Code (70 ILCS 1205/1-1 et 
seq.), and the Marengo Community High School District No. 154 (“School District”), a public 
school district organized and operating under the Illinois School Code (105 ILCS 5/1-1 et seq.). 
The Park District and School District are hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Parties.” 
 
RECITALS 
WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 10 of the Illinois Constitution of 1970 and the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Act (5 ILCS 220/1 et seq.) authorize units of local 
government to cooperate in the performance of their respective duties; and 
 
WHEREAS, the School District maintains fuel storage and dispensing facilities for its vehicles 
and equipment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Park District operates vehicles and equipment requiring gasoline and diesel fuel 
and seeks to purchase such fuel through the School District to achieve cost savings and 
operational efficiency; and 
 
WHEREAS, the School District is willing to allow the Park District to obtain fuel from its 
facilities and to bill the Park District monthly for actual usage; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and promises set forth herein, the 
Parties agree as follows: 
 
1. Purpose 
The purpose of this Agreement is to permit the Park District to purchase gasoline and diesel fuel 
through the School District’s existing fuel purchasing program and utilize the School District’s 
fuel storage and dispensing facilities. 
 
2. Term 
This Agreement shall commence on ____________, 2025, and shall continue in effect until 
terminated by either Party pursuant to Section 9 of this Agreement. 
 
 
 



3. Fuel Access and Use 
a. The Park District may access the School District’s fueling station(s) for the purpose of fueling 
Park District vehicles and equipment, at mutually agreed-upon times. 
b. Only authorized Park District personnel may dispense fuel, and all usage shall comply with 
School District procedures and safety regulations. 
c. The Park District shall ensure that fuel is used exclusively for official Park District purposes. 
 
4. Tracking and Billing 
a. The School District shall track the Park District’s fuel usage, including the number of 
gallons of gasoline and diesel dispensed. 
b. The School District shall bill the Park District monthly for the actual gallons used, at the 
same per-gallon rate the School District pays its fuel supplier, including any applicable taxes or 
fees. 
c. The Park District shall remit payment within 30 days of receipt of the monthly invoice. 
 
5. Maintenance and Compliance 
a. The School District shall maintain its fuel storage and dispensing equipment in compliance 
with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations.  
b. Expenses to maintain and or repair fuel storage and dispensing equipment shall be shared at a 
percentage rate based on fuel usage by each of the Parties.  The School District shall bill the Park 
District for maintenance and repairs if incurred. At the time of the initial agreement the 
electronic fuel management system is new (Less than 12 months old) and in good working 
condition. 
 
6. Incident Reporting and Liability for Fuel Spills 
a. The Park District is required to notify the School District immediately upon the discovery of 
any spills, leaks, or malfunctions related to the fuel storage and dispensing equipment. 
b. The party operating or causing the incident with the fuel storage and dispensing equipment 
(whether deliberate or accidental) shall be responsible for all costs. This includes the full expense 
of immediate and long-term cleanup of fuel and property, as well as any associated fees, 
penalties, or fines. 
c. The School District will bill the Park District for any expenses, fees, or fines the School 
District incurs as a result of the Park District's use of the equipment. 
 
7. Insurance and Liability 
a. Each Party shall maintain insurance coverage customary for Illinois public entities, including 
general liability, property, and automobile insurance. 
b. Each Party shall be responsible for the acts and omissions of its own officers, employees, and 
agents. 
c. The Park District agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the School District and its 
officers, employees, and agents from any and all claims, damages, or liabilities arising out of the 
Park District’s use of the fuel or fuel facilities. 
 
8. Records and Audit 
The School District shall maintain accurate records of fuel usage and billing. The Park District 
shall have the right to review such records upon reasonable notice for audit or verification 
purposes. 



 
9. Termination 
Either Party may terminate this Agreement at any time upon thirty (30) days’ written notice to 
the other Party. Upon termination, the Park District shall promptly pay all outstanding invoices. 
 
10. Entire Agreement 
This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties regarding the subject matter 
herein and supersedes all prior discussions or understandings, whether written or oral. 
 
11. Governing Law 
This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Illinois. 
 
12. Execution 
This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, and 
all of which shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the date first written 
above. 
 
 
MARENGO PARK DISTRICT 
 
By: ____________________________________ 
 
Name: Marty Mohr 
 
Title: President, Park Board of Commissioners 
 
Date: ___________, 2025 
 
 
MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 154 
 
By: ____________________________________ 
 
Name: __________________________________ 
 
Title: ___________________________________ 
 
Date: ___________________________________ 
 



September 15th, 2025

Marengo Community High School
Attn: David Engelbrecht
110 Franks Road
Marengo, IL  60152

Dear Mr. Engelbrecht,

I am pleased to inform you that the annual donation to Marengo Community High School District 154 
from M.A.S.E.F. has been determined.  You will be presented with a check of $16,315.93.

Please let me know by October 4, 2025, which items the district plans to purchase with these funds.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 630-746-6367 or email MASEFBoard@gmail.com.  

The checks will be distributed at the Chamber of Commerce dinner on November 20th..

Best regards,

Laura Powers
Treasurer
M.A.S.E.F.
MASEFBoard@gmail.com
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	A. Call to Order
	B. Introduction of Guests
	C. Public Comments (3-5) minutes.
	D. Consent Agenda
	1. Read and approve the minutes of the regular session of November 24, 2025, and the executive sessions of November 24, 2025, and December 2, 2025.
	November 24, 2025
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