
Southington Board of Education Meeting

Thursday, November 14, 2019 7:00 PM
John Weichsel Municipal Center Public Assembly Room 200 North Main 
Street Southington, CT 06489 REVISED AGENDA NOVEMBER 13, 2019 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ~ OPERATIONS
200 North Main Street
Southington, CT 06489

SOUTHINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Swearing in of Board Members by the Town Clerk
4. Election of Board Officers started by the Superintendent of Schools 
5. Approval of Minutes of October 24, 2019
6. Approval of Minutes of Special Board of Education Meeting of October 22, 2019
7. Communications

a. Communications from Audience
b. Communications from Board Members
c. Communications from Administration
d. Communications from Student Representatives

8. Committee Reports
a. Curriculum & Instruction Committee Meeting ~ October 28, 2019

9. Report of Superintendent
a. Personnel Report

10. Old Business
a. Town Government Communications

11. New Business
a. Capital Improvement Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25 ~ First Reading
b. ELA - Grades 7 & 8 Curriculum ~ First Reading

12. Adjournment



























 

 

Board of Education 

Administrative Report 

November 14, 2019 

 

1. SHS Roof Replacement – Update on Cost 

2. Farm to Table – Food Service 

3. Southington Education Foundation Recognition for 

Grant Recipients December 3, 2019 at SoCCA 

a. Jessica Monson was awarded a grant for the 

STELLAR Program  

b. Kara Sievel, Literacy specialist at JFK, was awarded 

the Fund for Teachers Grant  

c. The District EI Team was awarded a grant to support 

the continued roll out for Emotional Intelligence 

4. Connecticut Association of Prevention Professionals 

a. Awards for involvement with the STEPS Coalition:  

Bill Palmieri, Chris Palmieri, Denise Sicotte 

b. Kelly Leppard - Prevention Professional of the Year 

Award 

5. SPS Coalition for Social Justice 



SHS Partial Roof Replacement
Anticipated Costs as of October 9, 2019

Architect $16,000

PM $38,000

Contractor Bid $1,739,400

Contractor Change Order $19,697

$1,759,097

*Anticipated Cost $1,813,097

Referendum $2,600,000

* Anticipated cost does not include any expenses related to bonding
State reimbursement rate is 54.64% of eligible cost



 

 

 

Steven G. Madancy 

Assistant 

Superintendent for 

Curriculum and 

Instruction 

 

 

 

 

John E. Duffy 

Science Coordinator, 

PreK-12 
 

South End Elementary 

School 

(860) 628-3320, Ext 325 

 

 

Stephanie R. Lawlor 

English Language Arts 

Coordinator, PreK-12 
 

Oshana Elementary 

School 

(860) 628-3450, Ext 454 

 

 

Amy Zappone 

Math Coordinator,  

PreK-12 

Oshana Elementary 

School 

 (860) 628-3450 Ext 454 

 

 

 

200 North Main Street 

Southington, CT 

06489 

 

www.southingtonschools.org 

 

Office telephone 

(860) 628-3204 

 

Fax 

(860) 628-3205 

 

Southington Public Schools 
Office of Curriculum and Instruction  

 

Board of Education Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes  

Monday, October 28, 2019   
 

Location: John F Kennedy Middle School Conference Room 

Members present Terri Carmody, Committee Chair, Bob Brown, Patricia Queen 

Administration present: Steven Madancy, Assistant Superintendent for 

Curriculum and Instruction 

 

Meeting called to order @ 9:33 

 

I. Grade 7 & 8 ELA Units of Study  
 
Stephanie Lawlor, district ELA coordinator, presented new units of study in reading 
for grades seven and eight.  The new units for grade 7 are Investigating 
Characterization: Author Study Book Clubs, and Essential Research Skills for Teens.  
The grade 8 units are Literary Nonfiction and Dystopian Book Clubs. The new 
reading units build off the skills and strategies taught in prior grades and follow the 
workshop model, offering students voice and choice in novels to read and topics to 
research.   Students will have the opportunity to practice 21st Century 
Skills through a variety of performance tasks.  These tasks include planning and 
creating TED Talk videos, author interviews, podcasts and infographics.   
 

II. HS Science 

 

John Duffy, district Science coordinator presented a new course, Forensics I; a 

revised course, AP Physics I; and a proposal to collapse levels in certain Science 

courses.  The Forensics I course, a one semester, STEM based Physical Science 

elective, will be offered for the 2020-2021 school year.  The plan is to introduce 

Forensics II for the following school year, 2021-2022.  AP Physics I will replace 

our current Honors Physics.  The two courses are very similar in content.  

Therefore, we will be able to expand our AP Science offerings, enabling more 

students to earn AP credit, with minimal changes to our current curriculum.  The 

High School Science department has recommended reducing the number of levels 

from 4 to 3 by eliminating the Honors level for courses where an AP level is 

offered.  Students will have the option of taking an AP Science course as a first 

year Science with recommended prerequisites.  Mr. Duffy presented a revision to 

the program of studies that provides students and parents with a clear view of the 

options available in Science. 

 

Meeting adjourned @ 11:00 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Steven Madancy  

 

 

 



BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 
 

Informational Only   Board Meeting Date  November 14, 2019  
 

Decision Requested  X  Agenda Code  9 a  
 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 

Agenda Topic: Personnel Report  
 

Summary of Issue: This Personnel Report includes appointments, resignations, retirements, and transfers for 

certified and classified personnel for the 2019-2020 school year. This report includes activity for the month of 

October 2019.  

 

Background:  The human resource department provides the Board of Education with a monthly update of  

personnel additions/reductions/changes.  

 

Alternative Strategies:   
 

 

Cost (if applicable):  N/A  Funding Source:  Board of Education  
 
 

Beginning Date of Program or Project:     N/A  
 
 

Ending Date of Program or Project: N/A 
 

Recommendation or Comment: Recommend that the Board of Education approve the Personnel Report as 

submitted by the human resource department.  

 

 

 

 

                
 Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 

 

 

 

 

Included: 

1. Personnel Report 
 

Agenda –October 2019 

  

 

 

Signature of Superintendent of Schools 



Personnel Report 

October 2019  

 
APPOINTMENTS 
 NAME POSITION SCHOOL FTE EFFECTIVE DEGREE SALARY 

Class Gorski, Danielle Parent Educator-FRC SES 15.00 21-Oct-19 N/A $19.57 

Class Longo, Rachel Paraeducator JFK 27.50 24-Oct-19 N/A $17.03 
Class Luce, Wendy Secretary/Clerk HES 19.00 24-Oct-19 N/A $16.29 
Class Maia, Ann Paraeducator SES 27.50 29-Oct-19 N/A $17.03 
Class McEwen, Paul Custodian SHS 19.50 7-Oct-19 N/A $15.32 
Class Panajoti, Edlira Paraeducator JFK 27.50 21-Oct-19 N/A $17.03 

Class Perreault, Diane Parent Educator-FRC SES 15.00 22-Oct-19 N/A $19.57 
Class Peyton, Amy Paraeducator HES 27.50 9-Oct-19 N/A $17.03 
Class Serrano, Jessica Paraeducator JFK 27.50 28-Oct-19 N/A $17.03 
Class Sieracki, Vanessa Paraeducator DES   27.50 24-Oct-19 N/A $17.03 

        

Other Murphy, Mary Adult ED, GED Math Adult Ed     
  

RESIGNATIONS 
Cert NAME POSITION SCHOOL EFFECTIVE YRS RET/RES 
Cert Palmer, Kim Special Education Teacher SHS November 4, 2019 18 Resigned 

Class Bender, Deborah Paraeducator TES October 10, 2019 14 Resigned 
Class Fortin, Melanie Parent Educator-FRC SES October 25, 2019 1 Resigned 
Class Pienkowski, Kimberly Paraeducator JAD November 9, 2019 6 Resigned 

  

ASSIGNMENT CHANGE 
 FROM (PREVIOUS ASSIGN) TO (NEW ASSIGN)  

NAME POSITION/SCHOOL FTE POSITION/SCHOOL FTE EFFECTIVE 

Hayles, Miltonette Paraeducator/HES 27.5 ABA Therapist/KES 31.25 7-Oct-19 

 
TRANSFERS 
 FROM (PREVIOUS ASSIGN) TO (NEW ASSIGN)  

CERT NAME POSITION/SCHOOL FTE POSITION/SCHOOL FTE EFFECTIVE 

Hosmer, Elizabeth                Library Media Specialist/SHS   1.0 EL Teacher/District                      1.0      4-Nov-19 

 
UNPAID LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
None to report. 
 

COACHING/STIPENDS 
Coaching Stipends 
Shifrin, William   SHS, Freshman Assistant Football Coach 
 
MS/HS Stipends 
Carmody, Lisa Marie  SHS, Unified Sports 
Durso-Smith, Margaret  JFK, Unified Sports Co-site Coordinator 
Foresman, Alicen   SHS, Class Advisor 2021 

   



BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 

Informational Only         x                 Board Meeting Date    November 14, 2019   

         

Decision Requested                  Agenda Code          10 a.     

 

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 

 

Agenda Topic:                   Town Government Communications             

 

 

Summary of Issue:     Communications (when applicable) will be discussed.    

 

Background:                        N/A         

 

Alternative Strategies:               N/A         

                                                                                                                                      

Cost (if applicable):        N/A                           Funding Source:        N/A    

                 

Beginning Date of Program or Project:                   N/A      

 

Ending Date of Program or Project:      N/A       

 

Recommendation or Comment:                    N/A                                                     

 

 

     

 

      

      

                         

    

   

 

             Signature of Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 















































BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 
 

 
Informational Only   X    Board Meeting Date November 14, 2019   
          
Decision Requested     Agenda Code      11 b     
 

 
AGENDA REPORTING FORM 

 
 
Agenda Topic:  ELA – Grades 7 & 8 Curriculum– First Reading       

               

 
Summary of Issue:  The Board of Education Curriculum & Instruction Committee reviewed the attached units for 

ELA – Grades 7 & 8.               

 
Background:               

               

 
Alternative Strategies:             
           

 
Cost (if applicable): N/A       Funding Source:  N/A       
 
 
Beginning Date of Program or Project:  N/A          
  
Ending Date of Program or Project:  N/A            
 
Recommendation or Comment:  The Board of Education Curriculum & Instruction Committee is bringing   

the ELA – Grades 7 & 8 Units to the full Board for a First Reading.       

         
 
 
               

Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 
 
 
       
Signature of Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
 

 

Titles of Attachments: 

1. ELA - Grade 7: Investigating Characterization 
and Essential Research Skills for Teens  
Grade 8: Literary Nonfiction and Dystopian 
Book Clubs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

ELA – Grades 7 & 8 Curriculum 



 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

  

This unit was published in the fall of 2018. We think that seventh grade teachers could teach this unit again 

this year without making many changes to the arc or specifics of the sessions. We’ve attached the Welcome 

to the Unit and the table of contents to support your planning. You’ll find recommendations for assessments 

embedded in the seventh grade data calendar. 

 

Best, 

 

The Middle School Team at TCRWP 

Reading: Grade 7, Unit 2a 2019-2020 
Investigating Characterization 

©2019 Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 
Schools who partner with TCRWP have permission to duplicate for classroom use. 
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Reading: Grade 7, Unit 2a 2019-2020 
Investigating Characterization 

©2019 Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 
Schools who partner with TCRWP have permission to duplicate for classroom use. 
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Prepared for: Stephanie Lawlor (slawlor@southingtonschools.org)
Copyright 2019 Reading and Writing Project. Page 2 of 11 c
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os
in

g 
an

d 
ap

pl
yi

ng
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s 
th

ey
 le

ar
n 

in
 c

la
ss

. T
he

 
sm

al
l-g

ro
up

 w
or

k 
al

so
 s

up
po

rt
s 

st
ud

en
ts

 in
 in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

an
d 

re
ad

in
g 

ha
bi

ts
. 

Yo
u’

ll 
se

e 
th

at
 w

e 
of

fe
r 

sm
al

l-g
ro

up
 w

or
k 

of
te

n 
to

 s
up

po
rt

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 m

ay
 

ne
ed

 e
xt

ra
 s

up
po

rt
. W

e 
al

so
 o

ff
er

 s
m

al
l g

ro
up

s 
fo

r k
id

s 
w

ho
 a

re
 a

vi
d 

or
 p

ow
er

-
fu

l r
ea

de
rs

, s
o 

th
at

 th
es

e 
re

ad
er

s 
ge

t e
xt

ra
 a

tt
en

tio
n 

as
 w

el
l. 

To
ol

s,
 c

ha
rt

s,
 a

nd
 

st
ud

en
t e

xe
m

pl
ar

s 
to

 s
up

po
rt

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

ar
e 

in
 th

e 
on

lin
e 

re
so

ur
ce

s.

O
V

E
R

V
IE

W
 O

F
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT

B
en

d 
I:

 A
 D

ee
p 

D
iv

e 
in

to
 P

er
sp

ec
ti

ve

In
 B

en
d 

I 
of

 t
he

 u
ni

t, 
re

ad
er

s 
m

ak
e 

a 
de

ep
 d

iv
e 

in
to

 p
er

sp
ec

tiv
e.

 S
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
re

ad
in

g 
a 

va
ri

et
y 

of
 s

ho
rt

 s
to

ri
es

 in
 t

hi
s 

be
nd

, b
y 

th
e 

au
th

or
s 

w
ho

m
 

Th
e 

on
ly

 w
ay

 to
 e

xp
la

in
 w

ho
 w

e 
ar

e 
is 

to
 te

ll 
ou

r 
ow

n 
sto

ry
, t

o 
se

lec
t k

ey
 e

ve
nt

s 
w

hi
ch

 
ch

ar
ac

ter
iz

e 
us

 a
nd

 o
rg

an
iz

e 
th

em
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 th

e 
fo

rm
al

 p
rin

cip
les

 o
f n

ar
ra

tiv
e.

—
M

ar
k 

C
ur

rie
, P

os
tm

od
er

n 
N

ar
ra

tiv
e 

T
he

or
y

IN
 T

H
IS

 U
N

IT
 O

F
 S

T
U

D
Y,

 �w
e 

pu
t 

te
en

s 
in

to
 r

ea
lis

tic
 f

ic
tio

n,
 r

ea
di

ng
 

na
rr

at
iv

es
 b

y 
so

m
e 

of
 t

he
 g

re
at

es
t 

co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 y
ou

ng
 a

du
lt 

au
th

or
s.

 
W

e 
su

gg
es

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 r

ea
d 

sh
or

t 
st

or
ie

s 
an

d 
no

ve
ls

 b
y 

K
w

am
e 

A
le

xa
nd

er
, 

M
eg

 M
ed

in
a,

 W
al

te
r 

D
ea

n 
M

ye
rs

, M
at

t d
e 

la
 P

eñ
a,

 G
en

e 
L

ue
n 

Ya
ng

, J
as

on
 

R
ey

no
ld

s,
 S

ha
ro

n 
F

la
ke

, T
im

 T
in

gl
e,

 T
im

 F
ed

er
le

, E
lle

n 
O

h,
 a

nd
 J

ac
qu

el
in

e 
W

oo
ds

on
. Y

ou
 c

an
 b

ro
ad

en
 th

is
 ra

ng
e,

 o
f c

ou
rs

e.
 E

ng
ag

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 in

 s
ee

ki
ng

 
an

d 
re

ad
in

g 
au

th
or

s 
w

ho
se

 s
to

ri
es

 b
ro

ad
en

 t
he

 r
an

ge
 o

f 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n 

in
 

yo
ur

 c
la

ss
ro

om
.

W
e 

lo
ve

 f
an

ta
sy

, a
nd

 h
is

to
ri

c 
fic

tio
n,

 a
nd

 d
ys

to
pi

an
, a

nd
 s

ci
en

ce
 f

ic
tio

n.
 

W
e 

lo
ve

 th
e 

w
ay

 th
es

e 
st

or
ie

s 
ta

ke
 re

ad
er

s 
to

 o
th

er
 w

or
ld

s.
 A

nd
 w

e 
lo

ve
 re

al
-

is
tic

 fi
ct

io
n 

an
d 

ho
w

 it
 h

el
ps

 re
ad

er
s 

co
pe

 w
ith

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 th

ey
 in

ha
bi

t. 
In

 th
is

 
un

it,
 w

e 
he

lp
 re

ad
er

s 
fa

ll 
m

or
e 

in
 lo

ve
 w

ith
 th

e 
in

tr
ic

ac
ie

s 
of

 re
al

is
tic

 fi
ct

io
n.

 
R

ea
de

rs
 a

pp
re

nt
ic

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 t
o 

ch
ar

ac
te

rs
, a

nd
 t

he
re

 is
 a

n 
im

m
ed

ia
cy

 t
o 

ch
ar

ac
te

rs
 w

ho
 li

ve
 in

 t
he

 s
am

e 
tim

e 
th

at
 r

ea
de

rs
 d

o.
 T

he
ir

 s
et

tin
gs

 m
ay

 b
e 

un
fa

m
ili

ar
, 

th
ei

r 
liv

es
 m

ay
 s

ee
m

 d
iff

er
en

t, 
bu

t 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 t
he

y 
liv

e 
in

 i
s 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
on

e 
th

at
 th

e 
re

ad
er

 d
oe

s.
 I

n 
co

m
in

g 
to

 k
no

w
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s 
in

 r
ea

lis
tic

 fi
c-

tio
n 

no
ve

ls
, r

ea
de

rs
 c

om
e 

to
 k

no
w

 m
or

e 
ab

ou
t 

pe
rs

pe
ct

iv
e,

 a
bo

ut
 s

ym
pa

th
y, 

an
d 

ab
ou

t t
he

 li
fe

 le
ss

on
s 

th
at

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
s 

le
ar

n 
an

d 
te

ac
h.

T
he

 u
ni

t 
fo

cu
se

s 
re

ad
er

s 
on

 s
tu

dy
in

g 
no

t 
ju

st
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s,
 b

ut
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

-
iz

at
io

n.
 W

he
n 

re
ad

er
s 

st
ud

y 
ch

ar
ac

te
rs

, t
he

y 
te

nd
 t

o 
ta

lk
 a

nd
 w

ri
te

 a
nd

 fe
el

 
ab

ou
t t

he
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s 
as

 if
 th

ey
 a

re
 re

al
. T

he
y 

ar
e 

he
ar

tb
ro

ke
n 

ab
ou

t C
ha

rl
ot

te
 

w
he

n 
sh

e 
di

es
 in

 h
er

 w
eb

. T
he

y 
ar

e 
m

ad
 a

t 
th

e 
bo

y 
fo

r 
hu

rt
in

g 
th

e 
G

iv
in

g 
Tr

ee
. T

ho
m

as
 P

av
el

 d
es

cr
ib

es
 t

hi
s 

pr
oc

es
s 

as
 o

ne
 w

he
re

 “
ha

pp
en

in
gs

 in
si

de
 

A
n

 O
ri

en
ta

tio
n

 t
o

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

68
24

_C
al

ki
ns

_C
ha

ra
ct

er
iz

at
io

n.
in

dd
   

8
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An
 O

ri
en

ta
ti

on
 to

 th
e 

U
ni

t�
ix

Yo
u’

ll 
th

en
 le

ad
 r

ea
de

rs
 t

o 
co

ns
id

er
 a

ut
ho

ri
al

 t
ec

hn
iq

ue
s 

th
ey

’v
e 

st
ud

ie
d 

be
fo

re
, 

lo
ok

in
g 

at
 h

ow
 t

he
ir

 a
ut

ho
r 

us
es

 s
om

e 
of

 t
he

se
 t

ec
hn

iq
ue

s 
in

 t
he

 
no

ve
l t

he
y 

ar
e 

re
ad

in
g.

 T
hi

s 
is

 w
he

re
 y

ou
r 

re
ad

er
s 

re
al

ly
 b

eg
in

 t
o 

th
in

k 
an

d 
ta

lk
 l

ik
e 

re
ad

er
s 

w
ho

 a
ls

o 
re

ad
 a

s 
w

ri
te

rs
. 

T
he

y’
ll 

w
or

k 
to

 l
in

k 
th

e 
au

th
or

’s 
te

ch
ni

qu
es

 w
ith

 th
e 

au
th

or
’s 

go
al

s,
 s

tu
dy

in
g 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

f s
om

e 
of

 th
e 

w
ri

te
rl

y 
cr

af
t m

ov
es

 o
n 

th
e 

re
ad

er
. Y

ou
’ll

 e
xp

an
d 

th
is

 w
or

k 
by

 in
vi

tin
g 

st
ud

en
ts

 to
 c

re
-

at
e 

th
ei

r o
w

n 
ch

ec
kl

is
t o

f a
ut

ho
ria

l t
ec

hn
iq

ue
s.

 A
 lo

t o
f s

tu
de

nt
s w

ill
 re

co
gn

iz
e 

pl
ac

es
 in

 th
e 

te
xt

 w
he

re
 th

ey
 s

ee
 th

e 
w

ri
te

r 
do

in
g 

so
m

et
hi

ng
, b

ut
 th

ey
 w

on
’t 

ha
ve

 t
he

 li
te

ra
ry

 la
ng

ua
ge

 t
o 

de
sc

ri
be

 t
he

se
 t

ec
hn

iq
ue

s.
 W

ith
ou

t 
go

in
g 

in
to

 
a 

gr
ad

ua
te

-le
ve

l c
ou

rs
e 

on
 li

te
ra

ry
 th

eo
ry

, y
ou

’ll
 h

el
p 

yo
ur

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
re

ac
h 

fo
r 

m
or

e 
pr

ec
is

e 
la

ng
ua

ge
 t

o 
de

sc
ri

be
 t

he
 t

ec
hn

iq
ue

s 
th

ei
r 

au
th

or
 t

en
ds

 t
o 

us
e 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s.
B

y 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
is

 b
en

d,
 re

ad
er

s 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

re
ad

 o
ne

 s
ho

rt
 s

to
ry

 a
nd

 a
 n

ov
el

 
by

 th
ei

r a
ut

ho
r, 

an
d 

m
os

t o
f y

ou
r r

ea
de

rs
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

st
ar

tin
g 

th
ei

r s
ec

on
d 

no
ve

l. 
If

 s
om

e 
re

ad
er

s 
st

ru
gg

le
 w

ith
 th

is
 v

ol
um

e,
 th

ey
 c

ou
ld

 re
ad

 a
no

th
er

 s
ho

rt
 s

to
ry

 
in

st
ea

d 
of

 a
 n

ov
el

 in
 t

he
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
be

nd
. Y

ou
’ll

 a
ls

o 
co

ac
h 

in
 t

o 
cl

ub
s 

in
 t

hi
s 

be
nd

, h
el

pi
ng

 r
ea

de
rs

 jo
t 

as
 t

he
y 

re
ad

, p
re

pa
re

 f
or

 c
lu

bs
, a

nd
 s

up
po

rt
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r 
as

 r
ea

de
rs

.

B
en

d 
II

I:
 I

n
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
A

ut
ho

ri
al

 C
on

tr
ol

In
 B

en
d 

II
I,

 re
ad

er
s 

in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

au
th

or
ia

l c
on

tr
ol

. S
om

e 
of

 th
is

 te
rr

ito
ry

 b
ri

ng
s 

st
ud

en
ts

 b
ac

k 
to

 e
ar

lie
r 

w
or

k 
in

 t
he

 u
ni

t. 
T

he
y’

ll 
re

co
ns

id
er

 h
ow

 t
he

 w
ri

te
r 

au
th

or
s 

th
e 

re
ad

er
’s 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 a
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

. 
To

 d
o 

th
is

, 
th

ey
’ll

 t
hi

nk
 

ab
ou

t 
ho

w
 t

he
 a

ut
ho

r 
le

ad
s 

th
e 

re
ad

er
 i

n 
on

e 
di

re
ct

io
n 

or
 a

no
th

er
, 

us
in

g 
sc

en
es

 t
o 

re
ve

al
 n

ew
 s

id
es

 t
o 

ch
ar

ac
te

rs
. 

Yo
u’

ll 
te

ac
h 

yo
ur

 r
ea

de
rs

 t
ha

t 
as

 
au

th
or

s 
de

ve
lo

p 
ch

ar
ac

te
rs

, 
th

ey
 a

re
 o

ft
en

 a
ls

o 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 l
if

e 
le

ss
on

s 
or

 
th

em
es

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
ho

se
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s.
 Y

ou
’ll

 s
en

d 
yo

ur
 r

ea
de

rs
 b

ac
k 

in
to

 t
he

ir
 

st
or

ie
s 

to
 c

on
si

de
r p

os
si

bl
e 

th
em

es
, a

nd
 th

e 
pa

th
 to

w
ar

d 
th

os
e 

th
em

es
 in

si
de

 
th

ei
r 

no
ve

ls
.

A
 lo

t 
of

 t
he

 t
hi

nk
in

g 
w

or
k 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 d
o 

in
 B

en
d 

II
I 

w
ill

 b
e 

re
re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
re

th
in

ki
ng

 w
or

k,
 a

s 
th

ey
 lo

ok
 b

ac
k 

on
 th

ei
r s

to
ri

es
 w

ith
 a

 m
or

e 
m

et
a 

le
ns

. 
Yo

u’
ll 

te
ac

h 
yo

ur
 r

ea
de

rs
 t

o 
pa

y 
cl

os
er

 a
tt

en
tio

n 
to

 t
im

e,
 s

o 
th

at
 t

he
y 

no
tic

e 
ho

w
 th

ei
r a

ut
ho

r t
uc

ks
 in

 b
ac

ks
to

ry
 th

ro
ug

h 
fla

sh
ba

ck
s,

 o
r h

ow
 s

hi
ft

s 
in

 ti
m

e 
al

lo
w

 th
e 

au
th

or
 to

 e
m

be
d 

ne
w

 a
nd

 s
ug

ge
st

iv
e 

de
ta

ils
. B

ui
ld

in
g 

on
 th

is
 c

lo
se

 
re

ad
in

g 
w

or
k,

 y
ou

’ll
 le

ad
 y

ou
r 

re
ad

er
s 

to
 n

ot
ic

e 
ve

rb
 te

ns
es

, a
nd

 h
ow

 w
ri

te
rs

 
us

e 
ve

rb
 te

ns
e 

to
 s

hi
ft

 ti
m

e 
in

 w
ay

s 
th

at
 h

el
p 

sh
ap

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
rs

. F
in

al
ly,

 y
ou

’ll
 

th
ey

’ll
 s

tu
dy

 in
 c

lu
bs

 la
te

r i
n 

th
e 

un
it.

 Y
ou

’ll
 te

ac
h 

st
ud

en
ts

 fi
rs

t t
o 

st
ud

y 
th

ei
r 

m
ai

n 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

de
ep

ly,
 c

on
si

de
ri

ng
 w

ha
t s

ha
pe

s 
th

e 
pe

rs
pe

ct
iv

e 
of

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
ch

ar
ac

te
r. 

R
ea

de
rs

 w
ill

 w
or

k 
on

 n
ot

ic
in

g 
w

ha
t 

ki
nd

 o
f 

pe
rs

on
 t

hi
s 

ch
ar

ac
te

r 
is

, 
an

d 
w

ha
t 

de
ta

ils
 i

n 
th

e 
st

or
y 

m
os

t 
sh

ap
e 

th
e 

re
ad

er
’s 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 
th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
r. 

T
hi

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
 t

er
ra

in
 f

or
 y

ou
r 

re
ad

er
s,

 a
s 

th
ey

 s
or

t 
ou

t 
ch

ar
ac

te
r t

ra
its

 a
nd

 fe
el

in
gs

, a
nd

 e
xp

lo
re

 w
hy

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
s 

ac
t t

he
 w

ay
 th

ey
 d

o 
an

d 
fe

el
 t

he
 w

ay
 t

he
y 

do
. B

ec
au

se
 t

he
 s

to
ri

es
 k

id
s 

ar
e 

re
ad

in
g 

ar
e 

be
co

m
in

g 
ev

er
 m

or
e 

co
m

pl
ex

, y
ou

’ll
 e

ng
ag

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 in

 t
he

 s
tu

dy
 o

f 
m

in
or

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
s 

as
 w

el
l, 

th
in

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
pe

rs
pe

ct
iv

es
 o

f t
he

 m
in

or
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s.
U

p 
to

 t
hi

s 
po

in
t, 

th
e 

w
or

k 
w

ill
 f

ee
l 

m
uc

h 
lik

e 
w

or
k 

re
ad

er
s 

ha
ve

 d
on

e 
be

fo
re

, t
ho

ug
h 

yo
u 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
in

si
st

en
t a

bo
ut

 re
ad

er
s 

no
tic

in
g 

th
e 

de
ta

ils
 in

 th
e 

te
xt

 th
at

 s
ha

pe
 th

ei
r t

hi
nk

in
g—

th
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
of

 m
et

a-
an

al
ys

is
. N

ex
t, 

th
ou

gh
, 

yo
u 

le
ad

 re
ad

er
s 

to
 p

ay
 c

lo
se

r a
tt

en
tio

n 
to

 p
oi

nt
 o

f v
ie

w
, b

ot
h 

to
 w

ho
 is

 te
lli

ng
 

th
e 

st
or

y 
an

d 
ho

w
 th

is
 p

oi
nt

 o
f v

ie
w

 s
ha

pe
s 

th
e 

re
ad

er
’s 

pe
rs

pe
ct

iv
e.

 N
ow

 y
ou

r 
re

ad
er

s 
ar

e 
th

in
ki

ng
 fr

om
 a

 m
or

e 
m

et
a-

st
an

ce
, c

on
si

de
ri

ng
 w

ha
t t

he
 n

ar
ra

to
r 

kn
ow

s 
an

d 
do

es
n’

t k
no

w
, h

ow
 th

e 
re

ad
er

’s 
un

de
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 m
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 re
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 c
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 t
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r c
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 c
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l b
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 c
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 re
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 b
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ea
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ea
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 C
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ra
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ei
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r c
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 b
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r r
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 c
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f c
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u 
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 p
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 b
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 b
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 p
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r c
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 b
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 d
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 b
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 c
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 f
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, p
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 c
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’ll
 s

pe
nd

 th
is

 ti
m

e 
ge

tt
in

g 
to

 k
no

w
 y

ou
r r
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 c
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 c
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t f
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 p
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 b
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 c
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 o
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.
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 p
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 o
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 c
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 r
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 d
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at
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t l
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 b
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 b
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 r
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 d
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 c
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 m
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 m
or

e 
sh

or
t s

to
ri

es
, b

y 
th

es
e 

an
d 

ot
he

r Y
A

 a
ut

ho
rs

, w
e’

ve
 in

cl
ud

ed
 a

 li
st

 o
f s

om
e 

gr
ea

t Y
A

 s
ho

rt
 s

to
ry

 

68
24

_C
al

ki
ns

_C
ha

ra
ct

er
iz

at
io

n.
in

dd
   

11
7/

27
/1

8 
  8

:3
5 

AM

Reading: Grade 7, Unit 2a 2019-2020 
Investigating Characterization 

©2019 Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 
Schools who partner with TCRWP have permission to duplicate for classroom use. 

9

Prepared for: Stephanie Lawlor (slawlor@southingtonschools.org)
Copyright 2019 Reading and Writing Project. Page 9 of 11 c



xi
i�

An
 O

ri
en

ta
ti

on
 to

 th
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 c
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 c
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t o
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 b
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 m
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 f
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 m
in

ut
es

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
cl

ub
 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n.

O
f c
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f c
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Welcome! This unit of study for Social Studies, Science, and ELA teachers, is exciting--and challenging 

too, in the best of ways. We have never seen students rise to the work with such enthusiasm as they did in 

the pilots of this unit, often surprising their teachers by bringing to light brilliant new ways of being media 

savvy and by being thrilled to get even savvier. (After all, which teens aren’t happy to become more expert 

than her elders?) This unit is all about learning well in today’s world and then sharing that knowledge with 

others-- the most fundamental and joyous of human intellectual experiences. We hope you enjoy it as much 

as we have. 

 

In this unit of study, you’ll engage students in forming study groups to research a topic of contemporary 

and/or scientific or historical significance. The first bend is an immersion in essential study habits. In this 

bend your students will learn to build background knowledge independently, to function as effective study 

partners, and to keep powerful research notes. In the next two bends of the unit, your students will move 

into critical literacy skills: learning to research authors and groups as well as content; studying how search 

engines and the internet respond to research; and becoming more alert to connotative language, 

confirmation bias, and fake news. As they gain expertise in their topic, students will also begin to study the 

disputes and arguments inside their topic, coming eventually to informed positions which they will present 

in flash debates and then in Ted Talks.  

 

A Summary of Teaching inside Essential Research Skills for Teens 

 

Essential 

Study Habits 

 Build background knowledge 

independently 

 Be an effective study partner 

 Take lean and effective research 

notes 

Infographic explaining the 

context of an issue or topic 
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Critical 

Literacy Skills 

 Research authors, sources & 

content 

 Take deeper, more 

comprehensive notes 

 Work with search engines’ non-

neutrality 

 Note, compensate for 

connotations &, confirmation 

bias 

 Check sources & discern “fake 

news” 

Flash-debate both sides of an 

argument 

Turning 

Research into 

Activism 

 Analyze a mentor text for 

purpose, structure & craft 

 Structure and craft their research 

and points  

 Practice public-speaking skills  

Teen “Ted Talk” to present a 

position, to bring others to a 

shared stance on an argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In bend one of the unit, you’ll instill the deep study habits that will help your students be successful in high 

school and college. You’ll begin with a read aloud that leads students to consider how more complex 

nonfiction teaches implicit as well as explicit ideas. Students will begin their research in study groups, 

which they’ll maintain across the unit of study. Each study group will study a topic together, and in this 

bend, the group will work collaboratively to build background knowledge. That means that readers need to 

immerse themselves in their topic, reading fast and furious. You’ll teach students, then, to take lean notes 

in order to read more, and to process much of what they learn through talk with a partner (a partner from 

inside their study group).  

 

Along the way, besides teaching students to build background knowledge rapidly, you’ll also be engaging 

students in an inquiry of how to be an effective study partner. You’ll consider the role of introverts and 

extroverts, and you’ll build a repertoire of ways that students can contribute to a study group.  

 

Two important skills that you’ll teach in this bend, along with lean note-taking, are vocabulary collection 

and synthesis notes. You’ll see that we rely on Elfrieda Hiebert’s research on vocabulary acquisition, which 

suggests that rather than frontloading vocabulary (which privileges memorization), that instead, students 

acquire vocabulary terms from their reading, and they work with these terms through a variety of conceptual 

sorts (which privileges conceptual understanding). Then, building on our research on successful high school 

students, which shows that students who go back into their notes learn more as well as do more thinking 

about what they’ve learned, you’ll teach students to create synthesis pages and then infographics to 

consolidate their knowledge. We suggest some software tools for infographics - though of course students 
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can work by hand if it’s faster and easier. The goal is for students to pull together what they’ve learned so 

far, and teach others, using their consolidated notes.  

 

 

In bend two of the unit, you’ll launch with another read aloud that leads students to consider the internal 

disputes and arguments inside of topics. Study groups, then, will consider the arguments inside of their 

topics that they find relevant and fascinating - and researchable. As they go off to research with this 

narrower focus, you teach students that ethical research doesn’t involve researching only one side of an 

argument. Instead, ethical researchers find out more about multiple sides and perspectives. You’ll teach 

students to keep a continuum of their sources, so they can assess the fairness of their research.  

 

Students’ note-taking practices need to deepen as they do more focused research. We’ve provided a set of 

mentor notebooks, from science and social studies and ELA research classes in middle and high school, for 

students to study. Usually this kind of inquiry inspires students to take their own note-taking more seriously, 

as they see how other students diagram, annotate, sketch, and write to hold onto information and develop 

new thinking.  

 

Once students are researching and note-taking with zeal and focus, you’ll lead them into a deep study of 

bias - bias inside of texts, bias in search engines, and bias in the researcher. You’ll teach students to study 

connotative language, to research authors and groups and their agendas, and to be alert to the non-neutrality 

of search engines. Finally, you’ll coach students to be alert to the possibility of fake news, so they are more 

alert to distortion in the media they consume.  

 

You’ll finish the bend with flash-debates, in which students test out the positions they’ve come to through 

their research. Think ahead to which students are good at arguing, as you’ll need students who can argue 

both sides for these debates, even if they are going to ultimately support one side. Arguing the opposite side 

helps researchers consider counter-claims and alternate perspectives. The goal of these debates is not only 

help students strengthen their evidence-based argument skills. It’s to move them from arguing to win to 

arguing to learn.  

 

 

Bend three is a short bend, and its goal is to give students an opportunity to turn their research into activism. 

The bend begins with a read aloud which is an inquiry into teen Ted Talks. Students will watch some Ted 

Talks given by teens to think about how Ted Talks go - their purpose and structure and craft. Then they’ll 

work with their study group to think through how their own Ted Talk might go. We suggest that your 

students Ted Talks will be three minutes in length - long enough to say something significant, and short 

enough that they need to sort through their research and make choices about what to include.  

 

The structure of Ted Talks is less formal than many of the argument essays that are written for school, and 

you’ll help students grapple with structure, so that study groups can work on developing an underlying 

structure for their talks. Then you’ll have a day of centers, in which students can choose to study: the parts 

of successful Ted Talks (a return to structure); public-speaking skills; and craft techniques of this genre.  

 

You’ll wrap up the unit with Ted Talks. We’ve taught these kinds of quick Ted Talks a lot, and so we give 

some pointed advice in the letter for this session on ways to structure the filming, the audience role, and so 

on. We also provide some assessment tools for the Ted Talks and for student notebooks, for the end of the 

unit. The Ted Talk celebration will be somewhat messy and also inspiring, as you see your students speak 
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up about issues they know a lot about and care a lot about. Think ahead about whether you want to invite 

others to these talks.  

 

 

As you look ahead to this unit you will want to familiarize yourself with the Topics and Issues that we 

provided for you in our digital resources. Our digital resources have been strategically curated to include a 

combination of both video and shorter articles. In addition, we suggest that you supplement our digital 

resources with copies of trade books for each Topic and Issue by talking with your school librarian and 

reaching out to content area teachers. Keep in mind it is well worth seeking out a few easier texts for your 

students, so they can build on the knowledge from those to access increasingly harder texts. 

 

We’ve prepared digital text sets on eighteen topics, six each inside of civics, historical topics, and science 

topics. We suggest that you use these text sets as starter sets, knowing that we want kids to spend lots of 

time reading, not lots of time surfing the internet. Of course, you can create your own text sets on other 

topics, especially local ones. Our colleagues in Seattle, for instance, have created text sets on salmon 

fishing, our colleagues in Japan have looked at whaling, and so on. If you want to share your text sets, or 

ask about others, the Units of Study facebook page is a great resource.  

 

 Immigration 

 Free Speech 

 Voting Rights 

 Segregation  

 Gun Control 

 Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples  

 Immigration Bias 

 Racial Bias 

 Gun Violence 

 War on Drugs 

 Gender and Sexual 

Identity Equity 

 Climate Change 

 Plastics Pollution 

 Ecosystem Preservation 

 Fishing Rights 

 Green Energy Choices 

 Water Rights 

 Climate Change 

 

 

There are three read alouds in the unit - at the start of Bend One, Bend Two, and Bend Three. All of the 

texts relate to the teacher-demonstration research topic for the unit, which is Freedom of Speech. We chose 

this topic for the texts used in minilessons and read aloud for the whole class, as no matter what topic a 

researcher cares about, knowledge of free speech will inform how one goes about informing and persuading 

others. Free speech is going to be relevant to ELA and social studies teachers, we know. If you are a science 

teacher, the first and third read alouds are related to climate impact. We make a suggestion for an alternate 

second read aloud, of a text related to free speech and science. 

 

The first read aloud, in session one, is a video about teen activist, Xiuhtezcatl Tonatiuh. It’s called “The 

fifteen-year old suing the government over climate change,” and it’s about how Xiuhtezcatl and his group 

of young activist companions raise their voices in activism, and use their knowledge of free speech to get 

their message across.  

 

The second read aloud, which launches Bend Two, is a New York Times article, “High School Tells Student 

to Remove Anti-War Shirt.” The article is about a high school student who tested the boundaries of free 

speech by wearing a shirt to school that was a political critique. 
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The third read aloud launches Bend Three. In this read aloud session you’ll show two videos, “Our 

Campaign to Ban Plastic Bags,” a Ted Talk presented by teens Melati and Isabel Wijsen, and a TedX talk, 

“Hackschooling Makes Me Happy,” presented by Logan LaPlante.  

 

 

Across the unit of study, students will take their notes and notebook work seriously. They’ll begin with lean 

note-taking. They’ll incorporate vocabulary acquisition. They’ll learn to create synthesis pages and 

infographics. They’ll move to deeper note-taking and a study of mentor notebooks.  

 

We’ve provided an array of mentor notebook pages to inspire students. Your demonstration notebook will 

also model for students how a researcher moves from lean notes to deeper notes. Your notebook doesn’t 

have to be real - it can be a pure demonstration text, in which you demonstrate how you do some jotting 

during the read aloud, and you share some sample pages where you’ve kept track of sources, created some 

synthesis pages, and so on. It’s really helpful for students if you have samples of these kinds of pages in 

your demonstration notebook:  

 

 Lean notes - the kind you take when you are building background knowledge and reading fast and 

furiously 

 Vocabulary acquisition - a system for collecting vocabulary which you can then sort conceptually 

 Synthesis pages - where you consolidate your knowledge, often with diagrams or infographics 

 Annotation - where you go back into your notes to add new thinking, make connections, pose 

questions 

 Long writing - where you reflect on how your thinking has changed 

 Deeper notes - where you are working toward a project, in this case, doing ethical research on sides 

of an argument 

 Sources - we suggest a continuum, which helps you keep track of sources and assess the fairness 

of your research 

 Mentor text studies - jottings that show the influence of a mentor text  

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve provided two assessment tools for the unit. One is a checklist and rubric for the research notebook 

work. The checklist version of it looks like this (it’s available on the online resources, as is the more detailed 

rubric):  

 

 

1. I kept track of sources, developing a system that let’s me 

return to texts and reference them accurately 

   

2. I developed a system for collecting significant vocabulary 

terms and concepts 
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3. I went back into my notes, annotating, re-organizing, 

synthesizing  

   

4. As my research progressed, I took deeper, more detailed 

notes, varying my note-taking structures to match my 

purpose 

   

5. My notes show evidence of how my thinking developed and 

changed over time - writing to think, reflection, analysis 

   

6. My research notes show the fairness of my research - I 

researched multiple perspectives 

   

7. My notes indicate process toward my project - study of 

mentor texts, suggestions from my study group, preparation 

for Ted Talk 

   

 

We suggest that at the end of bend one, students self-assess their research notebooks for the first three items 

on this checklist. You might collect research notebooks, then, either near the end or at the end of bend one, 

and also assess for these three qualities. Near or at the end of bend two, you can follow the same protocol 

for items 4, 5 and 6. Near or at the end of bend three, you can assess item 7. This way, you won’t have to 

assess all of their notebook work at one time, and students will also get feedback along the way.  

 

There are of course, alternate ways kids could show their learning. It may be that some kids can film 

themselves talking about their topic. Some of our science teacher colleagues have made video-taping an 

option, and kids who weren’t writing, or showing what they have learned, now are showing that they’ve 

learned a lot. Consider asking your kids how they might best show the thinking they’ve done.  

 

 

We’ve made recommendations and tools for small groups and conferences for each session. Knowing that 

you may want to preview these and make decisions across a whole bend of the unit, these are also collected 

as one document on the online resources. They are attached to the letter that launches each bend 

 

 

There are several collections of mentor notebook pages available for you to share with your students. One 

is a collection of ‘lean notes’ that demonstrate what note-taking might look like while researching. A second 

is a collection of ‘synthesis pages,’ that demonstrate what notebook pages might look like when researchers 

have time to go back into their notes to consolidate and share their thinking.  

 

We’ve also included a collection of more accessible notebook pages as mentors for students who might 

want simpler mentor texts. And we provide some video of students sharing their learning by videotaping 

their talk, for students for whom writing does not fully capture their thinking.  

 

In addition, we provide a collection of infographics that students created using a variety of software 

programs, as possible mentors for students.  
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lls
 w

ill
 b

e 
es

se
nt

ia
l f

or
 

su
cc

es
s 

on
 t

he
 n

ew
 S

A
T

 a
nd

 A
C

T,
 a

nd
 p

re
di

ct
iv

e 
of

 w
he

th
er

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ill
 

be
 a

bl
e 

to
 h

ol
d 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
in

 c
ol

le
ge

-le
ve

l s
ci

en
ce

 c
la

ss
es

.
T

he
 g

oo
d 

ne
w

s 
is

: l
on

ge
r i

nv
es

tig
at

iv
e 

pi
ec

es
 a

re
 o

ut
 th

er
e!

 A
nd

 th
ey

 te
nd

 
to

 d
o 

m
or

e 
ju

st
ic

e 
to

 t
he

 m
ul

tip
le

 l
ay

er
s 

of
 e

ve
nt

s 
an

d 
is

su
es

: 
to

 t
he

ir
 s

ys
-

te
m

ic
 th

re
ad

s 
an

d 
ho

w
 th

es
e 

w
ea

ve
 to

ge
th

er
. T

he
 jo

ur
na

lis
ts

 w
ho

 w
ri

te
 th

es
e 

ar
tic

le
s—

fo
r T

he
 N

ew
 Y

or
ke

r,
 T

he
 A

tla
nt

ic
, V

ic
e,

 S
la

te
, W

ir
ed

, T
he

 E
co

no
m

is
t, 

Sp
or

ts
 Il

lu
st

ra
te

d—
ar

e 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
m

os
t a

cc
om

pl
is

he
d 

w
ri

te
rs

 o
f o

ur
 ti

m
e.

 T
o 

tr
ul

y 
w

ra
p 

ou
r m

in
ds

 a
ro

un
d 

a 
to

pi
c 

to
da

y, 
w

e 
ne

ed
 th

e 
st

am
in

a,
 th

e 
pa

tie
nc

e,
 

an
d 

th
e 

an
al

yt
ic

 p
re

se
nc

e 
of

 m
in

d 
to

 r
ea

d,
 f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 S
te

ph
en

 R
od

ri
ck

’s 
“W

ho
 P

oi
so

ne
d 

F
lin

t, 
M

ic
hi

ga
n?

” 
in

 R
ol

lin
g 

St
on

e.
N

ow
, m

os
t s

ev
en

th
- a

nd
 e

ig
ht

h-
gr

ad
er

s 
pr

ob
ab

ly
 a

re
n’

t r
ea

di
ng

 N
ew

 Y
or

ke
r 

ar
tic

le
s.

 S
o,

 w
ha

t s
ho

ul
d 

th
ey

 re
ad

 a
s 

a 
st

ep
pi

ng
-s

to
ne

 to
 th

is
 im

po
rt

an
t w

or
k?

 
In

 p
re

pa
ri

ng
 to

 w
ri

te
 th

is
 u

ni
t, 

w
e 

lo
ok

ed
 c

ar
ef

ul
ly

 a
t m

an
y 

of
 th

e 
m

ag
az

in
es

 
ai

m
ed

 a
t 

tw
ee

n 
an

d 
te

en
 r

ea
de

rs
. S

om
e 

of
 t

he
se

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 T

ee
n 

Vo
gu

e 
an

d 
T

he
 N

ew
 Y

or
k 

T
im

es
 U

pF
ro

nt
, s

tr
iv

e 
to

 ta
ck

le
 is

su
es

 o
f t

he
 d

ay
 in

 s
om

e 
de

pt
h,

 
no

t 
sh

yi
ng

 a
w

ay
 f

ro
m

 c
on

tr
ov

er
si

al
 t

op
ic

s.
 B

ut
 w

he
n 

w
e 

lo
ok

ed
 f

or
 a

 b
le

nd
 

of
 h

ea
rt

-r
en

di
ng

 s
to

ry
te

lli
ng

, f
as

ci
na

tin
g 

ju
xt

ap
os

iti
on

 o
f s

ub
to

pi
cs

, s
op

hi
st

i-
ca

te
d 

se
nt

en
ce

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
 a

nd
 fe

at
ur

es
, a

nd
 c

ha
lle

ng
in

g 
de

ns
ity

 o
r l

en
gt

h,
 w

e 
ca

m
e 

up
 s

ho
rt

—
w

hi
ch

 le
d 

us
 t

o 
lo

ok
 t

o 
bo

ok
-le

ng
th

 n
on

fic
tio

n.
 A

nd
 b

in
go

. 
T

he
re

 w
e 

fo
un

d 
lo

ng
-f

or
m

 jo
ur

na
lis

m
 m

ad
e 

lo
ng

er
, w

hi
ch

 h
el

ps
 to

 m
ak

e 
th

es
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 to
pi

cs
 c

om
pr

eh
en

si
bl

e 
to

 a
 y

ou
ng

er
 a

ud
ie

nc
e.

 T
he

re
 is

 a
 s

ur
ge

 in
 th

is
 

ki
nd

 o
f l

ite
ra

tu
re

 fo
r 

yo
un

g 
pe

op
le

, a
nd

 m
uc

h 
of

 it
 tr

ul
y 

co
m

pe
lli

ng
.

N
on

fic
tio

n 
fa

ns
 o

f t
od

ay
 a

re
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 tu

rn
in

g 
to

 d
ig

ita
l m

ed
ia

 fo
r e

ng
ag

-
in

g 
fo

rm
s 

of
 i

nf
or

m
at

io
na

l 
te

xt
. 

Po
dc

as
ts

 s
uc

h 
as

 S
er

ia
l 

an
d 

do
cu

m
en

ta
ry

 
se

ri
es

 li
ke

 K
en

 B
ur

ns
’s 

T
he

 V
ie

tn
am

 W
ar

 c
ap

tiv
at

e 
hu

ge
 a

ud
ie

nc
es

 o
ve

r 
lo

ng
 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
is 

th
e 

po
in

t a
t w

hi
ch

 w
e 

de
cid

e 
w

he
th

er
 w

e 
lo

ve
 th

e 
w

or
ld

 e
no

ug
h 

to
 a

ss
um

e 
re

sp
on

sib
ili

ty
 fo

r 
it 

. .
 .

—
H

an
na

h 
A

re
nd

t, 
fr

om
 T

he
 L

ife
 o

f t
he

 M
in

d

A
rt 

is 
th

e 
m

ea
ns

 w
e 

ha
ve

 o
f u

nd
oi

ng
 th

e 
da

m
ag

e 
of

 h
as

te.
—

T
he

od
or

e 
R

oe
th

ke
, f

ro
m

 “O
n 

Po
et

ry
 a

nd
 C

ra
ft

”

W
E

 L
IV

E
 I

N
 C

O
M

P
L

E
X 

T
IM

E
S.

 T
he

 h
ea

dl
in

es
 th

at
 fl

y 
at

 u
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

ou
r 

ph
on

es
 a

nd
 c

re
ep

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

T
V

 n
ew

s 
cr

aw
l 

sh
ri

ek
 o

f 
di

re
, 

ur
ge

nt
 i

ss
ue

s.
 

Fr
om

 h
ow

 b
es

t 
to

 s
te

w
ar

d 
th

e 
pl

an
et

 t
o 

ho
w

 t
o 

na
vi

ga
te

 s
hi

ft
in

g 
gl

ob
al

 a
lli

-
an

ce
s 

or
 d

is
m

an
tle

 e
nt

re
nc

he
d 

ra
ci

al
 in

eq
ui

tie
s,

 th
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 o
f t

od
ay

 p
ok

e 
ac

ro
ss

 d
is

ci
pl

in
es

 a
nd

 fi
nd

 n
o 

gu
ar

an
te

ed
 s

ol
ut

io
ns

. A
nd

 y
et

, i
nc

re
as

in
gl

y, 
ou

r 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ec

on
om

y 
is

 t
ra

ns
fo

rm
in

g 
in

to
 a

n 
“a

tt
en

tio
n 

ec
on

om
y,”

 in
 w

hi
ch

 
pe

op
le

’s 
at

te
nt

io
n 

is
 p

ul
le

d 
th

is
 w

ay
 a

nd
 t

ha
t 

by
 a

pp
s 

de
si

gn
ed

 t
o 

in
te

rr
up

t 
an

d 
to

 n
ar

ro
w

 o
ne

’s 
fie

ld
 o

f 
vi

si
on

.1  
In

 t
hi

s 
w

or
ld

 o
f 

tw
ee

ts
 a

nd
 m

em
es

, i
t’s

 
ha

rd
 to

 m
ak

e 
tim

e 
to

 c
lic

k 
pa

st
 a

 c
at

ch
y 

tit
le

 a
nd

 re
ad

 to
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 a
 lo

ng
fo

rm
 

ar
tic

le
. K

id
s 

to
da

y, 
if 

th
ey

 r
ea

d 
ne

w
s 

at
 a

ll,
 a

re
 li

ke
ly

 t
o 

do
 s

o 
th

ro
ug

h 
so

ci
al

 
m

ed
ia

 b
ec

au
se

 i
t 

fl
ow

s 
fr

ee
ly

 t
o 

th
em

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
he

ir
 f

ri
en

ds
’ p

os
ts

. 
M

an
y 

ho
us

eh
ol

ds
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 t
ak

e 
in

 a
 p

ri
nt

 v
er

si
on

 o
f 

a 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 b
ec

au
se

 a
du

lts
 

ge
t t

he
ir

 “
da

ily
 fe

ed
” 

on
 th

ei
r 

de
vi

ce
s 

as
 w

el
l. 

Fe
w

 s
ee

m
 to

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ap

pe
tit

e 
fo

r 
an

yt
hi

ng
 m

or
e 

th
an

 s
na

ck
-s

iz
ed

 n
ew

s.
T

he
 s

ki
lls

 o
f t

hi
s 

un
it 

ar
e 

es
se

nt
ia

l f
or

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
co

m
in

g 
of

 a
ge

 in
 a

n 
er

a 
of

 
gl

ob
al

 e
co

no
m

ie
s 

an
d 

gl
ob

al
 c

ol
la

bo
ra

tio
n.

 T
he

y 
fe

el
 v

ita
l i

n 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 a
 tr

ul
y 

in
fo

rm
ed

, c
ri

tic
al

 e
le

ct
or

at
e.

 T
he

y’
re

 a
ls

o 
es

se
nt

ia
l f

or
 a

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t 

1 
 S

ee
 T

ri
st

an
 H

ar
ri

s’s
 w

or
k 

on
 “H

ow
 T

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
Is

 H
ija

ck
in

g 
Yo

ur
 M

in
d”

: h
tt

ps
://

m
ed

iu
m

 
.c

om
/t

hr
iv

e-
gl

ob
al

/h
ow

-t
ec

hn
ol

og
y-

hi
ja

ck
s-

pe
op

le
s-

m
in

ds
-f

ro
m

-a
-m

ag
ic

ia
n-

an
d-

go
og

le
-s

-
de

si
gn

-e
th

ic
is

t-
56

d6
2e

f5
ed

f3
.

A
n
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en
ta

tio
n

 t
o

 t
h

e 
U

n
it

68
23
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N
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An
 O

ri
en

ta
ti

on
 to

 th
e 

U
ni

t�
ix

pa
ss

ag
es

 t
ha

t 
se

em
 m

or
e 

na
rr

at
iv

e;
 y

ou
’ll

 t
ea

ch
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 f

le
xi

bl
y 

ac
tiv

at
e 

th
ei

r 
sc

he
m

a 
as

 th
ey

 r
ea

d 
so

 th
ey

 c
an

 m
ak

e 
th

e 
m

os
t o

ut
 o

f b
ot

h 
pa

rt
s.

A
dd

iti
on

al
ly,

 l
ite

ra
ry

 n
on

fic
tio

n 
te

xt
s 

of
te

n 
in

cl
ud

e 
ar

gu
m

en
ts

 t
ha

t 
ar

e 
tr

ic
ky

 to
 d

is
ce

rn
 b

ec
au

se
 a

ut
ho

rs
 m

ig
ht

 n
ot

 n
am

e 
th

em
 e

xp
lic

itl
y. 

Yo
u’

ll 
te

ac
h 

st
ud

en
ts

 h
ow

 t
o 

id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

pe
rs

pe
ct

iv
es

, p
os

iti
on

s,
 a

nd
 r

ea
so

ni
ng

 t
ha

t 
ar

e 
of

te
n 

st
at

ed
 im

pl
ic

itl
y 

in
 a

 te
xt

. A
lo

ng
 th

e 
w

ay
, s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ill

 m
ee

t r
eg

ul
ar

ly
 in

 
sa

m
e-

bo
ok

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

s 
to

 d
is

cu
ss

 t
he

 t
ex

ts
 t

he
y’

re
 r

ea
di

ng
, a

nd
 y

ou
’ll

 s
ha

re
 

tip
s 

to
 h

el
p 

st
ud

en
ts

 m
ak

e 
th

ei
r p

ar
tn

er
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

 re
al

ly
 c

ou
nt

. T
he

 b
en

d 
w

ra
ps

 u
p 

w
ith

 a
n 

op
po

rt
un

ity
 fo

r 
st

ud
en

ts
 to

 c
on

si
de

r 
w

he
th

er
 th

ei
r 

re
ad

in
g 

liv
es

 a
re

 fu
lfi

lli
ng

 a
nd

 to
 s

et
 g

oa
ls

 to
 fu

rt
he

r 
st

re
ng

th
en

 th
ei

r 
re

ad
in

g 
liv

es
.

In
 B

en
d 

II
: 

M
ak

in
g 

C
on

ne
ct

io
ns

, 
yo

u’
ll 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 t

o 
at

te
nd

 t
o 

th
e 

co
m

pl
ic

at
ed

 w
ay

s 
pa

rt
s 

fit
 to

ge
th

er
 in

 th
ei

r b
oo

ks
. A

s 
pa

rt
ne

rs
 re

ad
 o

n 
in

 
th

ei
r l

ite
ra

ry
 n

on
fic

tio
n 

bo
ok

s,
 y

ou
’ll

 te
ac

h 
th

em
 to

 n
ot

ic
e 

pa
rt

s 
th

at
 s

ee
m

 o
ut

 
of

 p
la

ce
, u

nu
su

al
, o

r 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 d
es

cr
ip

tiv
e,

 a
nd

 t
o 

co
ns

id
er

 h
ow

 t
ho

se
 p

ar
ts

 
fit

 w
ith

 th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l i

de
as

, t
he

m
es

, a
nd

 is
su

es
 in

 th
ei

r t
ex

ts
. T

he
n,

 y
ou

’ll
 te

ac
h 

st
ud

en
ts

 t
ha

t 
pa

rt
s 

of
te

n 
co

nn
ec

t 
in

 c
om

pl
ic

at
ed

 w
ay

s;
 o

ne
 p

ar
t 

m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

m
ul

tip
le

 c
au

se
s 

or
 le

ad
 t

o 
m

ul
tip

le
 c

on
ne

ct
ed

 e
ff

ec
ts

. Y
ou

’ll
 c

oa
ch

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
as

 t
he

y 
de

ve
lo

p 
no

te
-t

ak
in

g 
sy

st
em

s 
to

 t
ra

ck
 t

ho
se

 c
om

pl
ex

iti
es

 a
nd

 s
tu

dy
 

in
fo

gr
ap

hi
cs

 t
o 

ge
t 

ne
w

 i
de

as
 f

or
 w

ri
tin

g 
to

 p
ro

ce
ss

 c
om

pl
ex

 t
op

ic
s.

 Y
ou

’ll
 

in
tr

od
uc

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 to

 re
as

on
s 

w
hy

 th
ey

 m
ig

ht
 re

re
ad

 k
ey

 p
ar

ts
 o

f t
he

ir
 b

oo
k,

 
an

d 
yo

u’
ll 

he
lp

 t
he

m
 t

ur
n 

to
 o

ut
si

de
 r

es
ea

rc
h 

w
he

n 
re

re
ad

in
g 

do
es

n’
t 

yi
el

d 
th

e 
ba

ck
gr

ou
nd

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

th
ey

 n
ee

d.
 Y

ou
’ll

 e
ve

n 
he

lp
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

se
e 

m
or

e 
in

 
cr

iti
ca

l p
ar

ts
 b

y 
re

ad
in

g 
th

em
 th

ro
ug

h 
a 

di
sc

ip
lin

ar
y 

le
ns

, a
s 

so
ci

al
 s

ci
en

tis
ts

, 
no

tin
g 

ho
w

 c
iv

ic
s,

 g
eo

gr
ap

hy
, e

co
no

m
ic

s,
 a

nd
 h

is
to

ry
 in

te
ra

ct
 w

ith
in

 th
at

 p
ar

t.
O

ve
ra

ll,
 y

ou
’ll

 re
co

m
m

en
d 

th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ke

ep
 th

ei
r w

ri
tin

g 
ab

ou
t r

ea
di

ng
 

br
ie

f d
ur

in
g 

re
ad

in
g 

w
or

ks
ho

p,
 so

 th
at

 w
rit

in
g 

ab
ou

t t
he

ir 
re

ad
in

g 
ta

ke
s u

p 
ju

st
 

10
%

 o
f s

tu
de

nt
s’ 

re
ad

in
g 

tim
e.

 F
ro

m
 ti

m
e 

to
 ti

m
e,

 y
ou

’ll
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
to

 d
o 

a 
bi

t m
or

e 
w

ri
tin

g 
ab

ou
t r

ea
di

ng
, s

et
tin

g 
as

id
e 

a 
sh

ar
e,

 a
 h

om
ew

or
k,

 o
r 

a 
fu

ll 
re

ad
in

g 
pe

ri
od

 fo
r 

th
em

 to
 d

ev
el

op
 th

ei
r 

no
te

bo
ok

 p
ag

es
.

T
he

 b
en

d 
w

ra
ps

 u
p 

w
it

h 
a 

ce
le

br
at

io
n 

w
he

re
 y

ou
’ll

 i
nv

it
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 t
o 

en
ga

ge
 i

n 
ex

te
nd

ed
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

bi
g 

is
su

es
 t

ha
t 

ha
ve

 c
ro

pp
ed

 
up

 in
 t

he
ir

 b
oo

ks
—

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 f

ro
m

 g
en

de
r 

in
eq

ua
lit

y 
an

d 
ra

ci
al

 in
ju

st
ic

e 
to

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l i

ss
ue

s 
an

d 
sp

or
ts

 is
su

es
. T

hr
ou

gh
 th

es
e 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
ns

, t
he

y’
ll 

pr
io

ri
tiz

e 
th

e 
on

e 
is

su
e 

th
ey

 m
os

t w
an

t t
o 

in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

in
 B

en
d 

II
I,

 a
nd

 th
ey

’ll
 

fo
rm

 in
to

 c
lu

bs
 w

ith
 a

no
th

er
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
.

In
 B

en
d 

II
I:

 B
ey

on
d 

Pr
in

t: 
Tr

an
sf

er
ri

ng
 L

ite
ra

ry
 N

on
fic

tio
n 

Sk
ill

s t
o 

D
ig

ita
l 

an
d 

H
yb

ri
d 

M
ed

ia
, y

ou
’ll

 s
hi

ft
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

fr
om

 re
ad

in
g 

lit
er

ar
y 

no
nf

ic
tio

n 
ch

ap
-

te
r b

oo
ks

 to
 re

ad
in

g 
a 

ho
st

 o
f d

ig
ita

l t
ex

ts
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 p
od

ca
st

s,
 d

oc
um

en
ta

ri
es

, 

st
re

tc
he

s 
of

 ti
m

e.
 T

he
re

 a
re

 m
an

y 
po

dc
as

ts
 a

nd
 fi

lm
 s

er
ie

s 
th

at
 a

re
 a

pp
ro

pr
i-

at
e 

fo
r m

id
dl

e 
sc

ho
ol

 li
st

en
er

s 
an

d 
vi

ew
er

s,
 a

nd
 th

at
 u

se
 s

ou
nd

 a
nd

 im
ag

es
 to

 
br

in
g 

em
ot

io
na

l i
m

m
ed

ia
cy

 t
o 

th
e 

su
bj

ec
ts

 a
t 

ha
nd

. T
hi

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
ho

m
ew

or
k 

ki
ds

 w
ill

 a
ct

ua
lly

 d
o!

W
he

n 
ki

ds
 r

ea
d 

an
d 

w
at

ch
 e

ng
ag

in
g 

te
xt

s,
 t

he
y’

re
 m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 

fin
d 

to
pi

cs
 t

ha
t 

in
te

re
st

 t
he

m
 a

nd
 e

xc
ite

 t
he

m
. P

as
si

on
 f

or
 a

 t
op

ic
 p

ro
m

ot
es

 
cu

rio
si

ty
, e

ve
n 

ge
ek

in
es

s,
 a

nd
 m

ak
es

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
an

t t
o 

sp
en

d 
tim

e 
le

ar
ni

ng
 m

or
e.

 
A

s 
C

hr
is

to
ph

er
 L

eh
m

an
 a

nd
 K

at
e 

R
ob

er
ts

 p
oi

nt
 o

ut
 in

 F
al

lin
g 

in
 L

ov
e 

w
ith

 
C

lo
se

 R
ea

di
ng

, k
id

s w
ho

 lo
ve

 w
ha

t t
he

y’r
e 

re
ad

in
g 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
in

cl
in

ed
 a

nd
 b

et
te

r 
po

is
ed

 to
 th

in
k 

cr
iti

ca
lly

 a
bo

ut
 it

. I
n 

th
is

 u
ni

t, 
yo

u’
ll 

in
tr

od
uc

e 
yo

ur
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 b

oo
ks

 a
nd

 m
ed

ia
 t

he
y 

w
ill

 l
ov

e,
 a

nd
 y

ou
’ll

 t
ea

ch
 t

he
m

 h
ow

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
th

e 
m

os
t o

f t
he

se
 p

or
ta

ls
 to

 fa
sc

in
at

in
g 

tim
es

, p
la

ce
s,

 a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e—

no
t t

o 
es

ca
pe

 
ou

r 
w

or
ld

, b
ut

 to
 b

et
te

r 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 a
nd

 a
dd

re
ss

 it
’s 

is
su

es
.

O
V

E
R

V
IE

W
 O

F
 T

H
E

 U
N

IT

T
hi

s 
bo

ok
 c

on
si

st
s 

of
 th

re
e 

m
aj

or
 b

en
ds

, o
r p

ar
ts

, e
ac

h 
w

ith
 th

ei
r o

w
n 

di
st

in
ct

 
fo

cu
s.

 T
he

 b
en

ds
 g

ai
n 

in
 c

om
pl

ex
ity

, e
ac

h 
bu

ild
in

g 
on

 t
he

 s
ki

lls
 o

f 
th

e 
pr

io
r 

be
nd

. T
he

y 
al

so
 v

ar
y 

in
 le

ng
th

. T
he

 fi
rs

t b
en

d 
in

tr
od

uc
es

 th
e 

ge
nr

e 
an

d 
ge

ts
 

st
ud

en
ts

 g
oi

ng
 o

n 
es

se
nt

ia
l s

ki
lls

, t
he

 se
co

nd
 b

en
d 

ra
is

es
 th

e 
le

ve
l o

f t
hi

s w
or

k,
 

an
d 

th
e 

th
ir

d 
be

nd
 m

ov
es

 t
o 

ap
pl

yi
ng

 t
he

se
 s

ki
lls

 t
o 

di
gi

ta
l t

ex
ts

. T
he

 b
en

ds
 

ar
e 

m
ad

e 
up

 o
f s

es
si

on
s 

th
at

 a
re

 e
ac

h 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 b
e 

ta
ug

ht
 in

 a
 s

in
gl

e 
cl

as
s 

pe
ri

od
 o

f a
bo

ut
 fo

rt
y-

fiv
e 

m
in

ut
es

.
A

 f
in

al
 p

ro
je

ct
 in

vi
te

s 
yo

ur
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 s

el
ec

t 
th

e 
te

xt
 t

he
y 

m
os

t 
w

an
t 

to
 

re
co

m
m

en
d 

to
 o

th
er

s,
 o

n 
an

 i
ss

ue
 o

r 
to

pi
c 

th
ey

’v
e 

st
ud

ie
d 

ac
ro

ss
 t

he
 u

ni
t. 

T
he

 t
ex

t 
co

ul
d 

be
 in

 b
oo

k 
fo

rm
 o

r 
in

 a
 d

ig
ita

l f
or

m
at

. A
s 

a 
no

d 
to

 t
he

 m
ed

ia
 

th
ey

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
en

co
un

te
re

d 
in

 B
en

d 
II

I,
 th

ey
 w

ill
 d

ec
id

e 
w

he
th

er
 to

 p
ro

du
ce

 
th

ei
r 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n 

as
 a

 p
od

ca
st

, 
a 

vi
de

o,
 o

r 
a 

m
ul

tim
ed

ia
 a

rt
ic

le
. Y

ou
’ll

 
w

an
t t

o 
le

t k
id

s 
kn

ow
 a

bo
ut

 th
is

 ri
gh

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
st

ar
t, 

so
 th

ey
 a

re
 re

ad
in

g 
w

ith
 

th
e 

le
ns

 o
f: 

w
ou

ld
 I

 r
ec

om
m

en
d 

th
is

 te
xt

?
In

 B
en

d 
I:

 E
m

br
ac

in
g 

C
om

pl
ex

it
y,

 y
ou

’ll
 r

al
ly

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
to

 r
ea

d 
lit

er
ar

y 
no

nf
ic

tio
n 

ch
ap

te
r b

oo
ks

 a
nd

 li
ng

er
 w

ith
 c

om
pl

ic
at

ed
 is

su
es

 a
cr

os
s 

hu
nd

re
ds

 
of

 p
ag

es
. Y

ou
’ll

 in
vi

te
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 r

ea
d 

th
es

e 
bo

ok
s 

al
er

t 
to

 m
ul

tip
le

 c
en

tr
al

 
id

ea
s,

 t
he

m
es

, a
nd

 is
su

es
 r

ig
ht

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 v

er
y 

st
ar

t. 
T

hi
s 

ki
nd

 o
f 

th
in

ki
ng

 is
 

co
m

pl
ic

at
ed

 to
 tr

ac
k,

 s
o 

yo
u’

ll 
in

tr
od

uc
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 to
 n

ot
e-

ta
ki

ng
 s

ys
te

m
s 

th
at

 
he

lp
 t

he
m

 t
ra

ce
 t

he
 w

ay
s 

m
ul

tip
le

 id
ea

s 
in

te
rs

ec
t 

an
d 

su
pp

or
t 

th
em

 a
s 

th
ey

 
de

ve
lo

p 
th

ei
r o

w
n 

sy
st

em
s 

fo
r n

ot
e-

ta
ki

ng
. A

no
th

er
 c

om
pl

ex
ity

 is
 th

at
 li

te
ra

ry
 

no
nf

ic
tio

n 
bo

ok
s 

te
nd

 t
o 

ha
ve

 p
as

sa
ge

s 
th

at
 s

ee
m

 m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

na
l 

an
d 

68
23

_C
al

ki
ns

_L
ite

ra
ry

N
on

.in
dd

   
9

7/
24

/1
8 

  1
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x�
An

 O
ri

en
ta

ti
on

 to
 th

e 
U

ni
t

T
he

re
 a

re
 s

ev
er

al
 k

in
ds

 o
f a

ss
es

sm
en

ts
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 p
ut

 in
 p

la
ce

. Y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 

th
in

k 
yo

u 
ca

n’
t 

as
se

ss
 s

tu
de

nt
s’ 

lo
ve

 f
or

 n
on

fic
tio

n,
 b

ut
 t

he
re

 a
re

 w
ay

s 
th

at
 

yo
u 

ca
n 

tr
y!

 F
or

 s
ta

rt
er

s,
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
tu

dy
 th

e 
in

fo
rm

al
 re

ad
in

g 
lo

gs
 k

id
s 

ha
ve

 
cr

ea
te

d 
an

d 
no

te
 th

ei
r p

ro
gr

es
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

bo
ok

s.
 L

oo
k 

fo
r m

os
t e

ng
ag

ed
 re

ad
er

s 
to

 b
e 

re
ad

in
g 

tw
o 

th
ir

ds
 to

 th
re

e 
qu

ar
te

rs
 o

f a
 p

ag
e 

pe
r m

in
ut

e.
 A

s 
yo

u 
lis

te
n 

to
 p

ar
tn

er
 ta

lk
, y

ou
 c

an
 lo

ok
 fo

r s
ig

ns
 o

f e
ng

ag
em

en
t, 

no
tin

g 
w

he
th

er
 p

ar
tn

er
s 

su
st

ai
n 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
ns

, b
ui

ld
 o

ff
 o

f 
on

e 
an

ot
he

r’s
 id

ea
s,

 a
nd

 t
al

k 
w

ith
 e

nt
hu

-
si

as
m

 a
bo

ut
 th

ei
r b

oo
ks

. T
he

 fi
na

l p
ro

je
ct

 o
f c

re
at

in
g 

a 
te

xt
 re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
w

ill
 g

iv
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
 c

ha
nc

e 
to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 h
ow

 a
 te

xt
 h

as
 a

ff
ec

te
d 

th
em

. A
nd

 
of

 c
ou

rs
e,

 y
ou

 c
an

 a
lw

ay
s 

as
k 

st
ud

en
ts

 h
ow

 t
he

y 
fe

el
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

ir
 b

oo
ks

 a
nd

 
th

ei
r 

no
nf

ic
tio

n 
re

ad
in

g 
liv

es
, 

pe
rh

ap
s 

ta
ki

ng
 a

 q
ui

ck
 s

ur
ve

y 
to

 g
au

ge
 t

he
ir

 
in

te
re

st
 b

ef
or

e 
an

d 
af

te
r 

th
e 

un
it.

Fo
r 

th
e 

se
co

nd
 g

oa
l, 

an
al

yz
in

g 
ho

w
 p

ar
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

te
xt

 f
it 

to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 t
he

 
w

ho
le

, r
ea

de
r’s

 n
ot

eb
oo

ks
 w

ill
 b

e 
an

 in
va

lu
ab

le
 to

ol
. Y

ou
’ll

 w
an

t t
o 

st
ud

y 
yo

ur
 

st
ud

en
ts

’ n
ot

eb
oo

k 
pa

ge
s 

an
d 

as
k,

 “W
ha

t a
re

 k
id

s 
do

in
g 

to
 tr

ac
k 

th
e 

co
nn

ec
-

tio
ns

 in
 t

he
ir

 b
oo

ks
?”

 B
e 

aw
ar

e 
th

at
 it

’s 
ra

re
 t

ha
t 

a 
st

ud
en

t’s
 n

ot
eb

oo
k 

pa
ge

 
is

 a
 s

el
f-

su
ff

ic
ie

nt
 d

oc
um

en
t 

th
at

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

es
 w

ha
t 

th
e 

pa
ge

 m
ea

ns
 t

o 
th

e 
ad

ol
es

ce
nt

 c
re

at
or

. P
ag

es
 t

ha
t 

se
em

 m
es

sy
 a

nd
 d

is
or

ga
ni

ze
d 

to
 u

s 
of

te
n 

ap
pe

ar
 m

or
e 

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

 w
he

n 
st

ud
en

ts
 c

an
 e

xp
la

in
 t

he
ir

 in
te

rc
on

ne
ct

ed
 

pa
rt

s,
 s

o 
w

e 
re

co
m

m
en

d 
yo

u 
in

vi
te

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
to

 p
ul

l o
ut

 n
ot

eb
oo

k 
pa

ge
s 

th
ey

’re
 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
ly

 p
ro

ud
 o

f d
ur

in
g 

co
nf

er
en

ce
s 

an
d 

de
sc

ri
be

 th
e 

w
or

k 
th

ey
’v

e 
do

ne
. 

Yo
u 

m
ig

ht
 a

ls
o 

cr
ea

te
 a

 t
oo

l f
or

 o
bs

er
vi

ng
 p

ar
tn

er
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

, w
he

re
 y

ou
 

co
ul

d 
re

co
rd

 w
he

th
er

 p
ar

tn
er

s 
di

sc
us

s 
ho

w
 p

ar
ts

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
te

xt
s 

fit
 t

og
et

he
r 

an
d 

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 to

 w
hi

ch
 th

ey
 c

on
si

de
r t

he
 c

om
pl

ex
iti

es
 o

f t
ho

se
 c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
. 

Yo
u 

co
ul

d 
al

so
 c

re
at

e 
a 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t 

ba
se

d 
on

 t
he

 r
ea

d-
al

ou
d 

te
xt

, p
er

ha
ps

 a
sk

in
g 

st
ud

en
ts

 to
 d

is
cu

ss
 h

ow
 s

pe
ci

fic
 p

ar
ts

 o
f H

id
de

n 
Fi

gu
re

s 
de

ve
lo

p 
a 

ke
y 

ce
nt

ra
l i

de
a 

or
 th

em
e.

Fo
r 

th
e 

th
ir

d 
go

al
, s

up
po

rt
in

g 
tr

an
sf

er
en

ce
, y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 c
re

at
e 

a 
qu

es
tio

n-
na

ir
e 

th
at

 a
ss

es
se

s 
w

ha
t 

st
ud

en
ts

 l
ea

rn
ed

 a
nd

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
 p

la
n 

to
 t

ak
e 

w
ith

 
th

em
 a

s 
th

e 
un

it 
en

ds
. Y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 a
sk

 th
re

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
: (

1)
 W

ha
t d

id
 y

ou
 fi

nd
 

ou
t 

ab
ou

t 
yo

ur
se

lf 
as

 a
 n

on
fic

tio
n 

re
ad

er
 in

 t
hi

s 
un

it?
 (

2)
 W

ha
t 

di
d 

yo
u 

fin
d 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

an
d 

ch
al

le
ng

in
g 

ab
ou

t m
ov

in
g 

in
to

 d
ig

ita
l e

nv
ir

on
m

en
ts

? 
(3

) W
ha

t 
w

ill
 y

ou
 d

o 
go

in
g 

fo
rw

ar
d 

th
at

 y
ou

 d
id

 n
ot

 k
no

w
 h

ow
 to

 d
o 

be
fo

re
 y

ou
 h

ad
 th

is
 

un
it?

 Y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 c

on
si

de
r n

ot
 m

ak
in

g 
th

is
 s

ur
ve

y 
co

un
t f

or
 a

 g
ra

de
, s

o 
th

at
 y

ou
 

do
n’

t 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

ki
ds

 t
o 

re
po

rt
 t

ha
t 

th
in

gs
 f

el
t 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

an
d 

ch
al

le
ng

in
g 

to
 

th
em

 w
he

n 
th

ey
 re

al
ly

 d
id

n’
t. 

T
he

 fi
na

l r
ef

le
ct

io
n 

th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
do

 a
t t

he
 e

nd
 

of
 B

en
d 

II
I 

w
ill

 a
ls

o 
be

 u
se

fu
l f

or
 a

ss
es

si
ng

 tr
an

sf
er

en
ce

.

an
d 

in
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

ar
tic

le
s.

 T
he

 b
en

d 
la

un
ch

es
 w

ith
 a

 c
la

ss
-p

er
io

d-
le

ng
th

 in
qu

ir
y, 

w
he

re
 y

ou
’ll

 in
vi

te
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
w

ha
t’s

 a
pp

ea
lin

g 
an

d 
w

ha
t’s

 t
ri

ck
y 

ab
ou

t r
ea

di
ng

 li
te

ra
ry

 n
on

fic
tio

n 
in

 d
ig

ita
l f

or
m

at
s.

 T
hi

s 
in

qu
ir

y 
w

ill
 b

oo
st

 s
tu

-
de

nt
s’ 

en
ga

ge
m

en
t 

w
ith

 d
ig

ita
l t

ex
ts

. T
he

n,
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ill

 b
eg

in
 in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

th
e 

is
su

e 
th

ey
 s

el
ec

te
d 

at
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 B
en

d 
II

. Y
ou

’ll
 c

oa
ch

 th
em

 to
 tr

an
sf

er
 th

e 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 th
ey

 le
ar

ne
d 

in
 B

en
ds

 I 
an

d 
II

 to
 th

ei
r n

ew
 te

xt
s a

nd
 to

 in
no

va
te

 n
ew

 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 a
s 

ne
ed

ed
 t

o 
fit

 w
ith

 t
he

 d
ig

ita
l f

or
m

at
. Y

ou
’ll

 a
ls

o 
te

ac
h 

st
ud

en
ts

 
to

 s
tu

dy
 d

ig
ita

l t
ex

ts
 to

 a
na

ly
ze

 w
hi

ch
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
 a

nd
 v

oi
ce

s 
ar

e 
he

ar
d,

 a
nd

 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 m
is

si
ng

. T
he

y’
ll 

no
tic

e 
w

ho
se

 p
er

sp
ec

tiv
es

 g
et

 th
e 

m
os

t a
ir

 ti
m

e 
in

 
a 

te
xt

 a
nd

 w
ho

 g
et

s 
to

 te
ll 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
st

or
y.

A
cr

os
s 

B
en

d 
II

I,
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ill

 g
ea

r u
p 

fo
r a

 fi
na

l p
ro

je
ct

: c
re

at
in

g 
a 

di
gi

ta
l 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n 

fo
r 

th
e 

on
e 

te
xt

 t
he

y 
m

os
t 

w
an

t 
to

 r
ec

om
m

en
d 

on
 t

he
ir

 
to

pi
c.

 S
tu

de
nt

s 
m

ig
ht

 w
or

k 
in

di
vi

du
al

ly,
 i

n 
pa

rt
ne

rs
hi

ps
, 

or
 a

s 
a 

cl
ub

. 
W

e 
im

ag
in

e 
th

is
 f

in
al

 p
ro

je
ct

 w
ill

 t
ak

e 
tw

o 
da

ys
, w

ith
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

fir
st

 le
ar

ni
ng

 t
o 

cr
af

t a
 c

om
pe

lli
ng

 a
rg

um
en

t f
or

 w
hy

 p
eo

pl
e 

sh
ou

ld
 re

ad
, l

is
te

n 
to

, o
r w

at
ch

 a
 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 te

xt
, c

om
pl

et
e 

w
ith

 c
la

im
s 

an
d 

ev
id

en
ce

, a
nd

 th
en

 c
re

at
in

g 
a 

po
d-

ca
st

, v
id

eo
, o

r i
nt

er
ac

tiv
e 

ar
tic

le
 in

 w
hi

ch
 th

ey
’ll

 re
co

m
m

en
d 

th
ei

r t
ex

t. 
Yo

u’
ll 

w
an

t t
o 

se
t a

si
de

 ti
m

e 
to

 c
el

eb
ra

te
 th

es
e 

te
xt

s,
 e

ith
er

 in
 p

er
so

n 
or

 o
n 

a 
di

gi
ta

l 
ho

st
in

g 
si

te
, a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
to

 h
el

p 
st

ud
en

ts
 re

fle
ct

 o
n 

th
ei

r j
ou

rn
ey

 a
s 

no
nf

ic
tio

n 
re

ad
er

s.
 A

s 
a 

fin
al

 r
ef

le
ct

io
n,

 y
ou

 m
ay

 a
ls

o 
as

k 
st

ud
en

ts
 t

o 
w

ri
te

 o
r 

re
co

rd
 a

 
st

at
em

en
t a

bo
ut

 h
ow

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

un
it 

af
fe

ct
ed

 th
em

.

A
SS

E
SS

M
E

N
T

B
ef

or
e 

yo
u 

be
gi

n 
th

is
 u

ni
t, 

w
e 

re
co

m
m

en
d 

re
ad

in
g 

C
ha

pt
er

 8
 fr

om
 A

 G
ui

de
 

to
 th

e 
R

ea
di

ng
 W

or
ks

ho
p:

 M
id

dl
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 G

ra
de

s o
n 

te
xt

 c
om

pl
ex

ity
. Y

ou
’ll

 fi
nd

 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 a
ss

es
si

ng
 r

ea
de

rs
’ l

ev
el

s 
an

d 
he

lp
in

g 
th

em
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

up
 le

ve
ls

 
of

 te
xt

 c
om

pl
ex

ity
. T

he
re

 a
re

 a
 fe

w
 b

ig
 g

oa
ls

 fo
r t

hi
s 

un
it.

 F
ir

st
, w

e 
ho

pe
 y

ou
r 

st
ud

en
ts

 fa
ll 

in
 lo

ve
 w

ith
 li

te
ra

ry
 n

on
fic

tio
n.

 Y
ou

’ll
 s

ee
 y

ou
r 

st
ud

en
ts

 ta
ke

 o
n 

th
e 

at
tit

ud
e 

of
 fa

sc
in

at
ed

 n
on

fic
tio

n 
re

ad
er

s,
 re

ad
in

g 
a 

la
rg

e 
vo

lu
m

e 
of

 n
on

fic
-

tio
n 

to
 le

ar
n 

al
l t

he
y 

ca
n 

an
d 

sh
ar

in
g 

th
ei

r 
en

th
us

ia
sm

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
ir

 t
ex

ts
 a

nd
 

to
pi

cs
 w

ith
 th

ei
r p

ar
tn

er
s.

 S
ec

on
d,

 y
ou

r s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ill
 b

ec
om

e 
be

tt
er

 a
t a

na
ly

z-
in

g 
ho

w
 p

ar
ts

 o
f a

 te
xt

 fi
t t

og
et

he
r a

nd
 c

on
si

de
ri

ng
 h

ow
 th

e 
su

m
 o

f t
ho

se
 p

ar
ts

 
ad

ds
 u

p 
to

 s
ig

ni
fic

an
t 

th
em

es
, c

en
tr

al
 id

ea
s,

 a
nd

 is
su

es
 w

ith
in

 a
 t

op
ic

. A
nd

 
fin

al
ly,

 t
he

y 
w

ill
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o 
fle

xi
bl

y 
tr

an
sf

er
 t

he
 s

ki
lls

 t
he

y’
ve

 le
ar

ne
d 

re
ad

in
g 

lit
er

ar
y 

no
nf

ic
tio

n 
ch

ap
te

r 
bo

ok
s 

to
 a

 r
an

ge
 o

f 
di

gi
ta

l t
ex

ts
, t

ak
in

g 
th

e 
sk

ill
s 

th
ey

’v
e 

le
ar

ne
d 

on
 th

e 
ro

ad
 w

ith
 th

em
 to

 o
th

er
 a

re
na

s.
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An
 O

ri
en

ta
ti

on
 to

 th
e 

U
ni

t�
xi

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

be
ca

us
e 

th
es

e 
te

nd
 t

o 
be

 t
he

 b
oo

ks
 t

ha
t 

w
ill

 h
oo

k 
st

ud
en

ts
 in

. 
T

he
n,

 t
oo

, 
yo

u’
ll 

w
an

t 
to

 i
nc

lu
de

 b
oo

ks
 o

n 
to

pi
cs

 t
he

y’
ve

 n
ev

er
 e

ve
n 

he
ar

d 
of

. A
 w

el
l-w

ri
tt

en
 n

on
fic

tio
n 

bo
ok

 c
an

 h
el

p 
ki

ds
 f

al
l i

n 
lo

ve
 w

ith
 a

 t
op

ic
 a

nd
 

w
an

t t
o 

le
ar

n 
al

l a
bo

ut
 it

.
Yo

u’
ll 

w
an

t t
o 

jo
in

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
by

 s
el

ec
tin

g 
a 

lit
er

ar
y 

no
nf

ic
tio

n 
ch

ap
te

r b
oo

k,
 

ex
ce

rp
ts

 f
ro

m
 w

hi
ch

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
an

 a
nc

ho
r 

te
xt

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

fir
st

 t
w

o 
be

nd
s.

 W
e 

su
gg

es
t H

id
de

n 
Fi

gu
re

s, 
Yo

un
g 

R
ea

de
rs

 E
di

tio
n:

 T
he

 U
nt

ol
d 

Tr
ue

 S
to

ry
 o

f F
ou

r 
A

fr
ic

an
-A

m
er

ic
an

 W
om

en
 W

ho
 H

el
pe

d 
L

au
nc

h 
O

ur
 N

at
io

n 
in

to
 S

pa
ce

, 
by

 
M

ar
go

t 
L

ee
 S

he
tt

er
ly.

 T
he

re
 a

re
 s

o 
m

an
y 

re
as

on
s 

th
at

 w
e 

lo
ve

 t
hi

s 
te

xt
. W

e 
lo

ve
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

bo
ok

 s
ha

re
s 

an
 o

ft
-n

eg
le

ct
ed

 s
to

ry
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

 s
pa

ce
 r

ac
e.

 W
e 

ap
pr

ec
ia

te
 h

ow
 t

he
 b

oo
k 

ad
dr

es
se

s 
ra

ci
sm

 a
nd

 g
en

de
r 

is
su

es
. W

e 
lo

ve
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

bo
ok

 is
 w

ri
tt

en
 b

y 
an

 a
ut

ho
r 

w
ho

 g
re

w
 u

p 
in

 t
he

 c
om

m
un

ity
 s

he
 w

ri
te

s 
ab

ou
t, 

in
te

ra
ct

in
g 

w
ith

 t
he

 v
er

y 
w

om
en

 s
he

 s
po

tli
gh

ts
. A

nd
 w

e 
fo

un
d 

th
at

 
th

e 
yo

un
g 

re
ad

er
s’ 

ed
iti

on
 o

f 
th

e 
bo

ok
 o

ff
er

s 
ad

ol
es

ce
nt

s 
an

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 t
o 

en
ga

ge
 w

ith
 c

ri
tic

al
, c

om
pl

ex
 is

su
es

 a
nd

 id
ea

s 
in

 a
 s

lig
ht

ly
 m

or
e 

ac
ce

ss
ib

le
 

w
ay

. O
f 

co
ur

se
, y

ou
 c

an
 s

ub
st

itu
te

 in
 a

no
th

er
 b

oo
k 

if 
th

er
e’

s 
a 

di
ff

er
en

t 
te

xt
 

yo
u’

ve
 fa

lle
n 

in
 lo

ve
 w

ith
.

In
 B

en
d 

II
I,

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ill
 fo

rm
 in

to
 c

lu
bs

 a
ro

un
d 

se
lf-

se
le

ct
ed

 is
su

es
: w

ar
 

an
d 

pe
ac

e,
 p

ov
er

ty
 a

nd
 c

la
ss

 in
eq

ua
lit

y, 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l i

ss
ue

s,
 ra

ci
al

 in
ju

st
ic

e,
 

an
d 

m
or

e.
 A

cr
os

s 
B

en
d 

II
I,

 t
he

y’
ll 

re
ad

 d
ig

ita
l t

ex
ts

 o
n 

th
ei

r 
is

su
e,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
po

dc
as

ts
, d

oc
um

en
ta

ri
es

, a
nd

 in
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

ar
tic

le
s.

 W
e 

re
co

m
m

en
d 

th
at

 y
ou

 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

ea
ch

 c
lu

b 
w

ith
 a

 s
ta

rt
er

 s
et

 o
f t

ex
ts

 to
 r

ea
d—

ev
en

 o
ne

 te
xt

 o
f e

ac
h 

ty
pe

 c
an

 k
ee

p 
ki

ds
 r

ea
di

ng
 f

or
 a

 w
hi

le
. I

n 
th

e 
on

lin
e 

re
so

ur
ce

s,
 y

ou
’ll

 f
in

d 
a 

st
ar

te
r 

te
xt

 s
et

 fo
r 

ea
ch

 o
f t

he
 is

su
es

 w
e 

re
co

m
m

en
d.

To
 a

cc
es

s 
th

es
e 

te
xt

s,
 k

id
s 

w
ill

 n
ee

d 
de

vi
ce

s—
su

ch
 a

s 
co

m
pu

te
rs

, t
ab

le
ts

, 
iP

ad
s,

 o
r c

el
l p

ho
ne

s.
 T

he
 B

en
d 

II
I l

et
te

r t
o 

te
ac

he
rs

 in
cl

ud
es

 ti
ps

 a
bo

ut
 h

ow
 

to
 m

ak
e 

di
gi

ta
l t

ex
ts

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r 
ki

ds
. I

f 
yo

u’
re

 u
na

bl
e 

to
 m

ak
e 

an
y 

ac
ce

ss
 

to
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fo
r 

yo
ur

 c
la

ss
, 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 a
 f

ew
 d

ec
is

io
ns

 t
o 

m
ak

e.
 

Fo
r 

st
ar

te
rs

, 
yo

u 
co

ul
d 

sk
ip

 B
en

d 
II

I 
en

tir
el

y. 
Yo

u 
co

ul
d 

m
ak

e 
th

e 
de

ci
si

on
 

to
 m

od
ify

 B
en

d 
II

I 
to

 f
oc

us
 o

nl
y 

on
 h

el
pi

ng
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

tr
an

sf
er

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
’v

e 
le

ar
ne

d 
fr

om
 re

ad
in

g 
lo

ng
er

 li
te

ra
ry

 n
on

fic
tio

n 
ch

ap
te

r b
oo

ks
 to

 re
ad

in
g 

sh
or

t 
ar

tic
le

s.
 T

hi
s 

w
ill

 in
he

re
nt

ly
 b

e 
le

ss
 e

ng
ag

in
g 

fo
r 

ki
ds

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 if

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
re

ad
in

g 
bl

ac
k-

an
d-

w
hi

te
 p

ho
to

co
pi

es
 o

f t
he

 a
rt

ic
le

s,
 b

ut
 it

 is
 a

 v
ia

bl
e 

op
tio

n.
 

Yo
u 

co
ul

d 
ga

th
er

 c
op

ie
s 

of
 a

 b
un

ch
 o

f 
m

ag
az

in
es

—
Te

en
 V

og
ue

 a
nd

 S
po

rt
s 

Il
lu

st
ra

te
d 

ar
e 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 fa

vo
ri

te
s 

of
 o

ur
s 

be
ca

us
e 

th
ey

 p
ri

or
iti

ze
 m

or
e 

lit
er

ar
y 

w
ri

tin
g—

an
d 

yo
u 

co
ul

d 
ge

t k
id

s 
re

ad
in

g 
th

os
e 

m
ag

az
in

es
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
be

nd
. O

f 
co

ur
se

, y
ou

 c
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

de
ci

de
 to

 s
ki

p 
B

en
d 

II
I 

en
tir

el
y.

G
E

T
T

IN
G

 R
E

A
D

Y

T
he

 s
uc

ce
ss

 o
f 

th
is

 u
ni

t 
re

lie
s 

on
 t

he
 l

ite
ra

ry
 n

on
fic

tio
n 

bo
ok

s 
an

d 
di

gi
ta

l 
te

xt
s 

yo
u 

m
ak

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

an
d 

on
 t

he
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

th
at

 w
ill

 h
el

p 
st

ud
en

ts
 p

ro
ce

ss
 th

ei
r 

re
ad

in
g.

 M
ic

ha
el

 S
m

ith
 a

nd
 J

ef
fr

ey
 W

ilh
el

m
, i

n 
th

ei
r 

bo
ok

 R
ea

di
ng

 D
on

’t 
Fi

x 
N

o 
C

he
vy

s, 
re

m
in

d 
us

 t
ha

t 
“[

l]
ite

ra
ci

es
 g

ro
w

 o
ut

 o
f 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 .
 . 

.”
 (

99
).

 F
or

 B
en

ds
 I

 a
nd

 I
I 

of
 t

he
 u

ni
t, 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 r
ea

d 
lit

er
ar

y 
no

nf
ic

tio
n 

bo
ok

s 
in

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

s,
 w

ith
 e

ac
h 

pa
rt

ne
r h

ol
di

ng
 a

 c
op

y 
of

 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

bo
ok

. W
e 

su
gg

es
t t

he
se

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

s 
ar

e 
m

at
ch

ed
 r

ou
gh

ly
 b

y 
re

ad
-

in
g 

le
ve

l a
nd

 s
ta

y 
to

ge
th

er
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
fir

st
 tw

o 
be

nd
s.

 Y
ou

’ll
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

w
an

t t
o 

m
at

ch
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

s,
 a

nd
 w

e’
ve

 m
ad

e 
su

gg
es

tio
ns

 in
 t

he
 B

en
d 

I 
le

tt
er

 to
 te

ac
he

rs
 a

bo
ut

 h
ow

 y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 d

o 
th

is
 w

or
k 

pr
io

r t
o 

th
e 

st
ar

t o
f t

he
 

un
it.

 S
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 a

re
 r

ea
di

ng
 o

n 
or

 a
bo

ve
 g

ra
de

 l
ev

el
 w

ill
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

re
ad

 
th

ro
ug

h 
tw

o 
lo

ng
er

 l
ite

ra
ry

 n
on

fic
tio

n 
ch

ap
te

r 
bo

ok
s 

du
ri

ng
 t

hi
s 

tim
e,

 p
er

-
ha

ps
 fi

rs
t r

ea
di

ng
 S

ha
ck

le
s f

ro
m

 th
e 

D
ee

p 
an

d 
th

en
 r

ea
di

ng
 I

n 
th

e 
Sh

ad
ow

 o
f 

L
ib

er
ty

. Y
ou

’ll
 w

an
t t

o 
se

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 a

re
 re

ad
in

g 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

ly
 b

el
ow

 g
ra

de
 

le
ve

l r
ea

d 
th

ro
ug

h 
at

 le
as

t t
hr

ee
 b

oo
ks

 d
ur

in
g 

th
is

 ti
m

e,
 s

in
ce

 th
os

e 
bo

ok
s 

ar
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
ly

 s
ho

rt
er

. A
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 m

ig
ht

 re
ad

 th
re

e 
To

ta
lly

 T
ru

e 
A

dv
en

tu
re

s 
bo

ok
s—

fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 A
po

llo
 T

hi
rt

ee
n,

 fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y 

T
he

 T
ita

ni
c 

Si
nk

s! 
an

d 
T

he
 

R
ac

e 
A

ro
un

d 
th

e 
W

or
ld

.
W

e’
ve

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
tw

o 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

to
 m

at
ch

 y
ou

 w
ith

 o
ur

 fa
vo

ri
te

 li
te

ra
ry

 n
on

-
fic

tio
n 

bo
ok

s.
 I

n 
th

e 
on

lin
e 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
fo

r 
th

is
 u

ni
t, 

yo
u’

ll 
fin

d 
a 

bo
ok

 l
is

t 
th

at
 s

ug
ge

st
s 

ou
r 

fa
vo

ri
te

 ti
tle

s 
ac

ro
ss

 a
 r

an
ge

 o
f l

ev
el

s,
 fr

om
 la

te
 e

le
m

en
ta

ry
 

sc
ho

ol
 r

ea
di

ng
 l

ev
el

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
ad

ul
t. 

W
e 

re
co

m
m

en
d 

no
t 

sh
yi

ng
 a

w
ay

 f
ro

m
 

th
e 

Yo
un

g 
R

ea
de

rs
’ E

di
tio

n 
of

 a
du

lt 
no

nf
ic

tio
n,

 a
s 

w
e 

ha
ve

 fo
un

d 
th

es
e 

to
 b

e 
pl

en
ty

 c
om

pl
ex

 e
ve

n 
fo

r 
ol

de
r 

m
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Hidden Figures: The Young Readers’ Edition, by Margot Lee Shetterly 

Plus Hidden Figures, the motion picture, directed by Theodore Melfi 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (P) 

Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak: Geek Heroes Who Put the Personal in Computers, Mike Vencia (P)  

(plus this whole series - getting to know the world’s greatest scientists, inventors, artists, musicians…) 

Totally True Adventures Series: (Levels R-U) 

Wicked History series (Levels Q-X) - these are leveled this way by Scholastic, but can feel harder. 

Who Was/What Was series (Levels Q-T) 

Lost in Outer Space: The Incredible Journey of Apollo 13, Tod Olson (U) 

Flesh and Blood so Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy, Albert Marrin (Z) 

Elon Musk and the Quest for the Fantastic Future, Ashlee Vance (Grades 6-8) 

March of the Suffragettes: Rosalie Gardner Jones and the March for Voting Rights (Grades 7 and up), 

Zachary Michael Jack 

Shackles from the Deep: Tracing the Path of a Sunken Slave Ship, a Bitter Past, and a Rich Legacy, Michael 

Cottman (X) 

Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different, by Karen Blumenthal (Grades 6-8) 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler, Phillip Hoose (V - Scholastic; Z+ F&P) 

The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the Trial of the Century, Sarah Miller (Grades 7 and up)* 

In the Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden History of Slavery, Four Presidents and Five Black Lives, Kenneth 

C. Davis (Y)

Bomb: The Race to Build -- and Steal -- the World’s Most Powerful Weapon, Steve Sheinkin (Z)

Unpunished Murder: massacre at Colfax and the Quest for Justice, Lawrence Goldstone (XYZ)

D-Day: The World War II Invasion that Changed History, Deborah Hopkinson (XYZ)

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime that Changed Their Lives, Dashka Slater (Z+)*

*Mature content

Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak, and the Personal Computer, Donald Lemke, Tod Smith, and Al Milgrom (T) 

March trilogy, by John Lewis (W) 

Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans, by Don Brown (Grades 7 and up) 
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