
Southington Board of Education Meeting

Thursday, June 11, 2015 6:30 PM
Municipal Center Public Assembly Room 200 North Main Street 
Southington, CT
200 North Main Street
Southington, CT 06489

BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. Executive Session to discuss Personnel Matters and Compensation for 2015-2016 

Unaffiliated Employees ~ 6:30 p.m.
3. Celebration of Excellence ~ 7:00 p.m. Class of 2015 Valedictorian ~ Class of 2015 

Salutatorian ~ Class of 2015 Essayist ~ 2014-2015 All State Athletes
4. Reconvene Meeting ~ Regular Session ~ 7:30 p.m. 
5. Pledge of Allegiance
6. Approval of Minutes of May 28, 2015
7. Communications

a. Communications from Audience
b. Communications from Board Members
c. Communications from Administration
d. Communications from Student Representatives

8. Report of the Superintendent
a. Personnel Report

9. Committee Reports
a. Curriculum Committee Meeting ~ June 8, 2015
b. Policy and Personnel Committee Meeting ~ June 8, 2015
c. Finance Committee Meeting ~ June 9, 2015

1. School Lunch Price Increase
2. Healthy Food Certification
3. Apple Equity Lease
4. YMCA Rates 2015-2016
5. Purchase Plan

10. Old Business
a. Town Government Communications
b. Construction Update

11. New Business
a. Presentation of New Curricula
b. Textbook Recommendations
c. 2016-2017 Program of Studies & Recommendations
d. Compensation for 2015-2016 Unaffiliated Employees

12. Adjournment



SOUTHINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

May 28, 2015 
 

 
 

The regular meeting of the Southington Board of Education was held on Thursday, May 
28, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Center Public Assembly Room, 200 North Main Street, 
Southington, Connecticut with Executive Session scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mr. Brian Goralski, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. 

 
Present from the Board:  Mrs. Terri Carmody, Vice Chairperson, Mrs. Colleen Clark, Mr. 

David Derynoski, Mrs. Patricia Johnson, Mrs. Terry Lombardi (arrived at 6:37 p.m.), Mrs. Jill 
Notar-Francesco, Mr. Zaya Oshana, and Mrs. Patricia Queen. 
 

Present from the Administration:  Mr. Timothy Connellan, Superintendent of Schools, 
Mr. Steven Madancy, Principal, Kennedy Middle School (Assistant Superintendent for 
Instruction and Learning, effective July 1, 2015). 
 
MOTION:   by Mr. Oshana, seconded by Mrs. Clark: 
 

"Move to add ‘Student Matters’ to the Executive Session." 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0. 
 
MOTION:   by Mr. Oshana, seconded by Mrs. Clark: 
 

"Move to go into Executive Session, excluding the public and the press, for the 
purpose of a discussing Personnel and Student Matters, and upon conclusion reconvene to 
public session." 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0. 
 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL MATTERS AND STUDENT 
MATTERS 
 

Mr. Goralski declared the Executive Session ended at 7:09 p.m.   
 
3.  CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE ~ Public Introduction of New Principal of 
Southington High School, Brian Stranieri, and the 2014-2015 Profiles in Professionalism 
Honorees 
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 At 7:13 p.m., in Celebration of Excellence, Mr. Goralski introduced Mr. Brian Stranieri 
as the principal at Southington High School.  Mr. Stranieri stated that he is honored and humbled 
to be the new principal at Southington High School.  He’s very fortunate to work with incredibly 
talented staff and the most amazing student body in the nation.  He thanked the Board of 
Education, Mr. Connellan, Mrs. Smith, Mr. Madancy, the Southington High School staff, his 
family, and friends for giving him the opportunity to lead Southington High School to greater 
heights.  He’s very excited to be appointed principal and begin his journey.   
 
 Mr. Connellan and members of his administrative team, Mr. Romano, Ms. Walsh, and 
Mrs. Hunt recognized the 2015 Profiles in Professionalism honorees for their outstanding service 
and contributions to the school system. Fourteen honorees were selected from a pool of people 
who were nominated by employees of the school system. The Selection Committee was made up 
of last year’s recipients.  The honorees, which represent the best in the Southington schools, were 
presented with a plaque, engraved glass apple paperweight, and a box of chocolates. The 
honorees were: 

 
Robert Brown, Southington High School 
Dennis Sikoski, Southington High School 

Michael Lodovico, Joseph A. DePaolo Middle School 
Kristine Barnes, John F. Kennedy Middle School 

Judith Ellis, Derynoski Elementary School 
Dana Singarella, Flanders Elementary School 
Maureen Barmore, Hatton Elementary School 
Marjorie Appleby, Kelley Elementary School 

Sandra Chavez, Plantsville Elementary School 
Gail Verderame, South End Elementary School 

Diane Agnelillo, Strong Elementary School 
Kathryn Wakefield, Thalberg Elementary School 

Charles Beliveau, Central Office 
Gilbert VanLinter, Maintenance 

 
Mr. Goralski asked that the honorees and their families stay in the audience while they 

begin the regular meeting and move two agenda items that deserve celebration.  Following those 
two agenda items, they will call for a recess.  

 
The regular meeting was reconvened at 7:35 p.m. 

 
4.  RECONVENE MEETING ~ REGULAR SESSION  
  
 The regular session was reconvened at 7:35 p.m. by Mr. Brian Goralski, Chairperson. 
Board members present were Mrs. Terri Carmody, Mrs. Colleen Clark, Mr. David Derynoski, 
Mrs. Patricia Johnson, Mrs. Terry Lombardi, Mrs. Jill Notar-Francesco, Mr. Zaya Oshana, and 
Mrs. Patricia Queen.   
 
 Present from the administration were Mr. Timothy Connellan, Superintendent of Schools; 
Mr. Peter Romano, Director of Operations; and Ms. Margaret Walsh, Director of Pupil Services. 
 
 Student representatives present were Mr. James Brino, Mr. Christopher Iverson, and Ms. 
Elizabeth Veilleux. 
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5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by the student representatives. 
 
 

MOTION: by Mrs. Notar-Francesco, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 
 
 “Move to move Agenda Item 10 a. ‘Appointment of Principal of Hatton Elementary 
School’ to Agenda Item 5 a. and also, 10 b. ‘Appointment of Principal of Strong 
Elementary School’ to Agenda Item 5 b.”  
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0.   
 
 
 a. Appointment of Principal of Hatton Elementary School 
 
MOTION: by Mrs. Notar-Francesco, seconded by Mrs. Lombardi: 
 
 “Move to appoint Mr. Robert W. Garry as Principal of Hatton Elementary School 
at an annual salary of $136,212 effective July 1, 2015.”  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  YES – Mrs. Carmody, Mrs. Clark, Mr. Derynoski, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. 
Lombardi, Mrs. Notar-Francesco, Mr. Oshana, Mrs. Queen, and Mr. Goralski.   
 
Motion carried unanimously, 9-0. 
 
 Mr. Garry expressed his sincere appreciation to Board of Education members, 
administration, colleagues, parents, and those who participated in the interview process.  He’s 
very proud to become part of a fantastic district and carry on the tradition and commitment of 
excellence that goes back many years in his family.  He’s looking forward to being a part of the 
Southington Public Schools’ future. 
 
 
 b. Appointment of Principal of Strong Elementary School 
  
MOTION: by Mrs. Notar-Francesco, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 
 
 “Move to appoint Mrs. Melissa Barbuto as Principal of Strong Elementary School 
at an annual salary of $136,212 effective July 1, 2015.”  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  YES – Mrs. Clark, Mr. Derynoski, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Lombardi, Mrs. 
Notar-Francesco, Mr. Oshana, Mrs. Queen, Mrs. Carmody, and Mr. Goralski.   
 
Motion carried unanimously, 9-0. 
 

Ms. Barbuto expressed that she is honored to be appointed as principal of Strong 
Elementary School.  She thanked the members of the Board of Education and Superintendent 
Connellan for providing her the opportunity to join the Southington community.  She also 
thanked the parents, students, staff, and administrators who were in attendance and she looks 
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forward to building relationships and working with each of them.  She’s excited and looking 
forward to her first day of being principal at Strong Elementary School. 
 
Mr. Goralski called for a recess at 7:45 p.m. 
 
The regular meeting was reconvened at 8:00 p.m. 

 
MOTION: by Mrs. Notar-Francesco, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 
 
 “Move to add to the agenda the Special Board of Education Meeting minutes of May 
26, 2015.”  
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0.   
 
 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES ~ May 14, 2015 
 
MOTION: by Mrs. Notar-Francesco, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 
 
 “Move to approve the regular Board of Education minutes of May 14, 2015, as 
submitted.” 
 
Motion carried by voice vote, with eight in favor and one abstention (Mr. Oshana). 
 
MOTION: by Mrs. Notar-Francesco, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 
 
 “Move to approve the special Board of Education meeting minutes of May 21, 2015, 
as submitted.” 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0.    
 
 
MOTION: by Mrs. Notar-Francesco, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 
 
 “Move to approve the special Board of Education meeting minutes of May 26, 2015, 
as submitted.” 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0.    
 
 
7. COMMUNICATIONS 

 
a. Communications from Audience 
 
There wasn’t any audience communication. 
 
b. Communications from Board Members and Administration 
 
Mrs. Queen thanked the band backers for donating $600 from the proceeds of Music of 

the Knight to the facility account that the Facility Advisory Committee is responsible for 
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building to ultimately fund the replacement of the turf field, as well as potential upgrades to the 
surrounding facility.  The committee is very appreciative and thankful for all they do. 

 
Mr. Goralski requested a moment of silence in memory of two, former Southington 

Public School employees, Mr. Joel Davis and Ms. Florence Tracy.  Ms. Tracy worked as a 
cafeteria manager and served over twenty years in Southington Public Schools.   Mr. Davis was a 
former assistant principal and Director of Secondary Education.     

 
Mrs. Johnson mentioned that this is the time of year when the schools are talking about 

writing proficiencies of the students.  She visited a writer’s celebration at Derynoski, and the 
children read examples of their writings to their audience of families and friends.  The examples 
of writings included narrative, opinion, and informational.  It was a fabulous event, with 
outstanding writers.  

 
Mr. Goralski mentioned that Project Lead the Way was taking place at Southington High 

School the same evening as the Board of Education meeting.  He, Mrs. Johnson, and Mrs. Clark 
had an opportunity, prior to the Board meeting, to attend the event.  He shared with the students 
that the Board of Education is very proud of their work, and they would have liked to have been 
part of the evening.  Mr. Goralski apologized for the scheduling conflict and assured the Board 
that that they would avoid future scheduling conflicts.  

 
Communication from Administration: 
 
Mr. Connellan reported on two items that were a follow-up from the previous Board of 

Education meeting. 
 
1. Four-District Collaborative on Mastery Based Learning:   
Mr. Connellan shared that this work began that afternoon and will continue on Friday.  

There were trainers from Great Schools Partnership and staff from Meriden, Wallingford, 
Cheshire, and Southington.  All were involved with redesigning units of study.   

 
 2. Community Engagement Project:    

The community engagement project will begin next week.  There will be a total of three 
sessions:  two for adults; one for youth conversations with students.  Mr. Connellan will forward 
the dates to the Board.  Mrs. Queen agreed to join the group and other Board members are 
welcome. 
 
 c. Communication from Student Representatives: 
 

Mr. Iverson reported: 
• Congratulations to Mr. Brown and Mr. Sikoski from Southington High School 

who were recipients of the Profiles in Professionalism celebration.   
• Pertaining to spring sports at Southington High School, they are on-track to 

win two or three state championships this year.  They range in both boys and 
girls sports.     

• Being the end of the school year, there are many banquets scheduled.   
o May 27 ~ FFA Banquet at the Aqua Turf 
o June 2 ~ Youth Honor Day 
o June 10 ~ Military Luncheon for all SHS students joining the military 
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o June 10 ~ AP Expo for all students who partake in AP classes.  This is an 
opportunity for students to present their final projects. 

o CCC Spring Sports Banquet 
o Unified Theater Sports banquet at Testa’s Restaurant. 

 
Ms. Veilleux reported: 

• The Art Show was held on May 11 and it was a huge success.  All art pieces 
were incredible and there is so much talent in the art department at the high 
school.   

• AP testing is complete and the students are now working on their projects. 
• Scholarship night included: 147 students receiving over 265 scholarships, 

which was equivalent to approximately $250,000 in scholarships. 
• Senior Prom was at the Aqua Turf and went very well with everyone having a 

fantastic time. 
• Class Day was held at Longmeadow in North Granby and Class Night was 

held at the Oakdale.  Both events were a great opportunity for the seniors to 
get together and enjoy some time away from school.   

• All Night Grad Party is coming up very soon.  They need to raise an 
additional $1,200 for the party and plan to have a car wash in the near future.  

 
Mr. Brino reported: 

• Mr. Brino was excited to share with the Board of Education a citation from 
the Connecticut General Assembly in recognition of the continued support of 
Southington High School Cyber Knights Robotics Team.  The Cyber Knights 
won the New England District Championship and the prestigious Chairman’s 
Award in 2015.  

• The student representatives wanted to congratulate Ms. Paige Kopcza who is 
the secretary to the principal at Southington High School.  Ms. Kopcza did 
incredible work to prepare for the Scholarship Night and she also assisted 
them in selecting the next Board of Education Student Representative.   

• On Tuesday evening, the Southington High School Drama Club had their 
HALO awards ceremony at the Palace Theater in Waterbury.  They had three 
awards this year with eight nominations.  The awards and their recipients 
were: 
o Best Comic Female Performance in a Play ~ Rachel Mouris 
o Best Choreographers ~ Marissa Mayo, Madison Yurgaitis, and Jessica 

Dos Santos 
o Best Performance by a Supporting Actress in a Musical ~ Emily Sargent 

• Project Lead The Way Senior Night was being held that same evening and 
Mr. Brino presented the junior year activities and projects.   

• The Class of 2016 is hosting a Fashion Show on June 4, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the auditorium at the high school.   

 
Mr. Goralski shared that the new student representative will be an agenda item at the next 

meeting; however, he was notified that Miss Veilleux will not be available that evening because 
she will be attending a banquet where she will be receiving a scholarship.  Therefore, Mr. 
Goralski asked her if she would be willing to attend the June 28, 2015 meeting, and she agreed.  
Mr. Goralski also requested that Mr. Iverson and Mr. Brino return in support of Miss Veilleux.    
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 a.  Curriculum Committee Meeting ~ May 11, 2015 
 
 Mrs. Carmody began her report by expressing thanks from the Curriculum and 
Instruction Committee to the Southington Public Schools staff for their hard work and many 
hours, and collaboration put forth to embrace all the changes coming forward in education.  
Southington Schools are ahead of the curve in everything they are doing.   
 

Presented at the May 11 meeting were four curricula for review:  Social Studies, English 
Language Arts, Agriculture and Science Technology, and Information and Literacy Technology. 
 
Social Studies 

The State Department of Education was interested in finding a district to work with to re-
establish the curriculum and they selected Southington as one of the districts.  Ms. Heather 
Allenback is to be commended because she played a major role in making this happen.  They 
formed a committee that includes staff from all levels (elementary, middle, and high school) and 
administrators who will be working to design the curriculum.  The new curriculum will include 
social studies at the kindergarten level, coordinating topics to teach and when they will be taught, 
areas in U.S. History that are not currently being covered, and the idea of moving Civics to be 
taught at a different grade.  There was some discussion about all levels working together on the 
five-year curriculum renewal cycle.  It’s very impressive to see the collaboration of this team.  
The State Department of Education will be in Southington on June 3, 2015 for a workshop for 
social studies teachers in grades K-12.  There is a representative from all grade levels that will be 
attending. 
 

In addition, there was a proposed course for social studies for the 2016-2017 school year.  
The name of the course is Americans at War.  This is a half-year course that will utilize 
technology and will be a CP level course. 
 

There was a presentation for a new textbook for World Religions.  This was the first year 
that this course was taught, and it was a huge success with great student interest. 
 
English Language Arts 

Stephanie Lawlor introduced and thanked her committee for their work.  Southington is 
working in collaboration with Cheshire, Meriden, and Wallingford to create a mastery level unit 
which is fantastic.  They are building knowledge through content rich non-fiction, including 
literary non-fiction, reading, writing and speaking grounded in text evidence (both literacy and 
informational), and regular practice with complex texts in its academic language.  Each of the 
grade levels described their curriculum and the changes. 
 
Agricultural Science and Technology 

Mrs. Stannard met with the Curriculum and Instruction Committee previously and shared 
the details of the program and the differences that are included.  The new curriculum is aligned 
with UbD units and state content standards.  They also added specialties and, having the 
additional teacher, they have been able to do so much more.  There is more uniformity across all 
teacher content areas and standards are different.  They include a fall semester that focuses on 
safety and there is also a unit on public speaking for all students in Grade 10.   
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Information and Literacy Technology   

Mrs. Lackner introduced her K-12 committee.  The four goal areas were: Inquiry-Based 
Learning, Technology Operation to Use Current System Effectively, Digital Citizenship, and 
Growth Interaction with Peers.  Several of the library-media specialists were at the meeting to 
speak about the paradigm shift that we are experiencing in the media centers, which are going to 
be centers of technology.  Students will be using technology to gather data.  The staff will need 
professional development in that area.  Mrs. Patterson was there from Southington High School 
and she shared the changes that she has been making at the school in the media center.  She has 
some wonderful ideas of going into the classroom where teachers are giving research projects to 
the students.  She is invited to work within the classroom to show the students how they can 
better use technology to develop information.   
 

All textbooks and curricula will be presented to the full Board on June 11, 2015. 
 

Mr. Goralski took a moment to recognize and thank Mrs. Linda Lackner who is the 
principal of Strong Elementary School and administrative leader for the Information and Literacy 
Technology Committee.  She worked very hard with her committee to complete the curriculum, 
and the Board of Education is appreciative of her work.  He also mentioned that she is retiring 
and they are very grateful for all her years of service and dedication to Southington Public 
Schools. 

 
Mrs. Lombardi thanked the Curriculum and Instruction Committee and Mrs. Smith for 

taking on the four major pieces of work.  She asked that the committee consider two suggestions.   
 

1. In the minutes, it mentioned that the State Department of Education is coming to the 
district to do a workshop on June 3 and that it’s optional for the K-12 social studies teachers to 
attend.  The Board has promoted professional development to support and put resources toward 
this learning.  She asked the administration to facilitate and enable all social studies teachers in 
Grades K-12 to attend the workshop.    
 

Mr. Connellan explained that this workshop is centered around the work that the 
committee is doing and there is representation from the committee and all grade levels.  Mr. 
Madancy explained that the workshop is open to all social studies teachers and will be held from 
3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  The time was selected so all social studies teachers can attend.  At the 
elementary level, all teachers are social studies teachers; therefore, it would be difficult to offer 
this during the school day.  This is voluntary, so contractually, if people have other obligations 
and they aren’t able to attend, it won’t be held against them for missing the opportunity.  He 
further explained that this is not a professional development opportunity, but an overview of the 
new social studies frameworks. 
 
2. Mrs. Lombardi continued that several years ago, as the Information and Technology 
curriculum was being developed, it did not appear that all five library media specialists applied 
the curriculum.  She would like the group to address the consistency application and roll-out of 
the curriculum across all elementary schools and how it will take place.  Also, she would like to 
see how the interdisciplinary approach is being integrated and how teachers become more 
proficient if they are not proficient today. 
 

Mr. Madancy explained that, as the district goes through the transformation from libraries 
to media centers and media specialists versus librarians, there are changes in what’s happening.  
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With the workshop model that is currently being done in the classrooms; teachers are doing read-
alouds to students all the time. Media specialists also can use the core time at their elementary 
school and work beside the teachers to help students do research projects.  Although there are 
lessons in their new curriculum to do during the library time, it’s much easier to go into the 
classroom and find out specific topics to help the teachers and students establish credible sources 
of information to use in their research of the content area.  The professional development does 
help to promote the consistent implementation of the updated curriculum.  He explained that the 
Curriculum and Instruction Committee is looking at what the adopted curriculum is going to be, 
and it is the job of the administration to ensure that the implementation is consistent so that 
students have a comparable experience throughout the district.   
 

Mr. Madancy explained that the committees are currently doing research in library media, 
but it does look differently.  What they are trying to do is update how they teach research.  They 
are reviewing what the units and lessons look like in order to support the teachers’ work in the 
classroom. 
 

Mrs. Queen mentioned that she was excited to see a presentation from the library media 
specialists at the next meeting.  She also wanted to mention that the new course, America At 
War, will be taught by a teacher who is an active member of their Veterans Partnership 
Committee.  During the Veterans Day celebrations at the schools, Mr. JoelPatrick Leger teaches 
the entire ninth grade.  She’s looking forward to hearing more about this course. 

 
Mr. Goralski explained that there will not be a library media specialist presentation at the 

next meeting. 
 
 b.  Policy and Personnel Committee Meeting ~ May 18, 2015 
 Mrs. Clark reported that the committee met on May 18, 2015 and they had a discussion 
about the turf field, the use of the athletic complex, and advertising at Southington High School.  
The discussion included that all committee members were going to look at the existing policy 
and share ideas that reflect the usage that they have today by the entire community, and how they 
can all work better together.  They will invite Mr. Swallow to an upcoming meeting so they can 
have a coordinated effort with regard to the facility. 
 
 
9. OLD BUSINESS 
  
 a. Town Government Communications 

Mr. Goralski stated that on May 20 they submitted an appropriations request to the Board 
of Finance for all rentals and tuitions collected between January 23 and May 20.  It’s a standard 
practice.  Mr. Leary, Board of Finance Chairman, responded to Mr. Goralski that he did not 
believe that it was necessary to have a representative at that meeting as it will be a consent item.   

 
Mrs. Lombardi stated that Mr. Leary is interested in having a tour of the middle schools’ 

special education departments.  Mr. Leary suggested visiting on June 1.  However, it doesn’t 
give them much time.  Mr. Goralski thought that it would be best to wait until the fall.  Mrs. 
Walsh agreed with this recommendation.  
 

b. Construction Update  
Mr. Romano stated that both schools are working on Phase 11.  JFK is working on their 

finishes.  They are working at a great pace.   Mr. Romano took the opportunity to meet with the 
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DePaolo students about their school and the construction.  The information gathered by DePaolo 
students was similar to that of Kennedy students.  A student recommendation was that they use 
the television monitors that are in the cafeteria for something useful.  The students thought that 
the school could display some upcoming events, sports scores, and maybe the morning 
announcements.  They also “approved” of the new chairs.  The students would have preferred, 
however, refrigerated water fountains as opposed to the bubblers.  Additionally, students liked 
the floor accent colors that relate to their teams.   

 
Mrs. Pat Johnson asked about the courtyard bids.  Mr. Goralski stated that they voted on 

it at the last two committee meetings.  At the last meeting, they voted on an amendment to 
DePaolo.  The courtyards are being done over the summer and both will be completely 
renovated.  They will include an artificial turf surface, and potting arrangements will be 
repurposed with zero maintenance.  They are not teaching and learning spaces.  The only 
complication they had was the Eagle Scout project that was built at DePaolo.  It was not in good 
condition and was costly.  That was a change that was approved and Mr. Goralski contacted that 
student and his father.   They will share with them the end result.   

 
 Mr. Oshana asked if the names on the schools will include, “Middle School.”  Neither of 
the schools has the name on the front of the building identifying that they are middle schools.  
Mr. Goralski stated that they will bring this back to the committee. 
 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Appointment of Principal of Hatton Elementary School 

 
 This agenda item was moved to 5 a. 
 
 b. Appointment of Principal of Strong Elementary School 
 
 This agenda item was moved to 5 b. 
 
 c. Overnight/Out of State Field Trip Approvals 

Mr. Swallow and Coach Dachelet were in the audience in support of the field trip for the 
cross country team.  They shared that this trip would take place in the fall for the team to go to 
the Briarwood Invitational in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  This meet has been on-going for more 
than twenty years.  Cross country is different from other sports in that the day that they begin 
school in the fall, their season is almost over based on their training over the summer.  By 
offering the opportunity to the students to attend this trip, they are motivating the students as 
they train over the summer.  This gives them something to look forward to, as well as compete 
for a spot to go to this invitational.    

 
Mr. Derynoski questioned the number of chaperones for the 28 students.  He wondered if 

this was within our policy.  The administration will follow-up with this information.  There will 
be parents who will be joining the students, but the parents will not be transported on the bus.   

 
Mrs. Lombardi complimented Coach Dachelet on his Knights Cup Track Series.  This is 

an opportunity for the community and all children.  Coach Dachelet distributed a brochure to all 
Board Members for this upcoming opportunity.  This event brings elementary schools together 
for a day of competition.  Students can sign up and represent their school.  The meet is scored 
like a traditional track meet.  The children compete, and prizes and a trophy are awarded.  The 
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trophy remains at the school for the year.  In addition, there is an All-Comers Track Meet that is 
open to all ages where they compete in a reduced-format meet.  It was requested that the 
administration coordinate distribution of the brochure to the families throughout the district. 
 
MOTION: By Mrs. Queen, seconded by Mr. Derynoski: 
 
 “Move to approve the Southington High School Cross Country field trip to 
Pennsylvania as presented by the administration.” 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0. 
 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: by Mr. Oshana, seconded by Mrs. Notar-Francesco: 
 
 “Move to adjourn.” 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote, 9-0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
       

Respectfully submitted, 
       Michelle Passamano 

Recording Secretary 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 
 

Informational Only                           Board Meeting Date    June 11, 2015   
          

Decision Requested       X           Agenda Code      8. a    
  

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 

Agenda Topic: Personnel Report          
 
Summary of Issue:  This Personnel Report includes appointments, resignations,     

retirements, and transfers for certified and classified personnel for 2014 – 2015.    

              

Background:  The attached report lists personnel activity from Previous May 1, 2015   

through  May 31, 2015.           

 

Alternative Strategies:                                                                                                                                                     

 
 

Cost (if applicable):   N/A      Funding Source:      Board of Education   
   
 

Beginning Date of Program or Project:        N/A      
 
 

Ending Date of Program or Project:            N/A      
 

Recommendation or Comment:  Recommend that the Personnel Report be approved as  

submitted.             

               
       
 
 
               

        Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 
 

 
       
                          

Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
Titles of Attachments: 
1. Personnel Report 
 
Agenda – June 11, 2015 
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PERSONNEL ACTIVITY REPORT 

FOR:  June 2015 

 

APPOINTMENTS  

Certified 

 

 

 

Classified 

Name Position School 

Hours 

Per 

Week 

Effective Date 

Salary / 

Hourly 

Rate 

Laferriere, Jaime Grant Funded Math Tutor Plantsville 25.00 May 11, 2015 $13.30 

DeManche, Sarah Grant Funded Math Tutor Thalberg 25.00 May 19, 2015 $13.30 

Mojica-Cogswell, Amy School Nurse JFK 15.00 June 1, 2015 $21.13 

Pylko, Mairead Special Education Paraprofessional JAD 31.25 June 1, 2015 $14.49 

Romanski, Kimberly Special Education Paraprofessional JAD 31.25 June 1, 2015 $14.40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Position School 

FTE 

If 

Less 

Than  

1.0 

Effective  Date 
Highest 

Degree 
University / School Salary 

Stranieri, Brian Principal SHS  May 22, 2015 6th 

Year 

Central CT State University $146,418.00 

Madancy, Steven Assistant Superintendent District  July 1, 2015 6th 

Year 

University of Bridgeport $155,000.00 

Barbuto, Melissa Principal Strong  August 10, 2015 6th 

Year 

Southern CT State 

University 

$136,212.00 

Garry, Robert Principal Hatton  August 10, 2015 6th 

Year 

University of Connecticut $136,212.00 

LaMay, Alysia Special Education Teacher Flanders & 

South End 

 August 24, 2015 MA University of CT $46.750.00 

Mitchell, Jamie Earth Science Teacher SHS  August 24, 2015 MA Pace University $60,645.00 

Nobou, Patrick World Language Teacher SHS  August 24, 2015 MA American International 

College 

$60,555.00 
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RESIGNATIONS 

Certified 

Name Position School Effective Date 
Years of 

 Service 
Retire 

Stranieri, Brian Interim Principal SHS May 21, 2015 2 months No 

Seabrook, Amanda Special Education Teacher JFK August 3, 2015 5 years No 

 

 

Classified 

Name Position School Effective Date 
Years of 

Service 
Retire 

Pylko, Mairead Part-Time Special Ed Paraprofessional JFK May 30, 2015  1 year No 

Romanski, Kimberly Part-Time Special Ed Paraprofessional  JAD May 30, 2015  1 year No 

Zak, Andrea Part-Time Library Paraprofessional Flanders June 17, 2015 7 years No 

Albrycht, John Evening Custodian Strong June 30, 2015 19 years Yes 

Nowakowski, Judith Full-Time Special Ed Paraprofessional DES June 30, 2015 29 years Yes 

  

TRANSFERS 

Certified 

Name From Position From School 
 

To Position To School Effective Date 

Fenton, Kerri Language Arts Teacher JAD English Teacher SHS August 24, 2015 

Ellis, Judith Literacy Specialist (1.0 FTE) District  Literacy Specialist (.50 FTE) District August 24, 2015 

 

 

Classified 

Name From Position From School 
 

To Position To School Effective Date 

No classified transfers in the month of May    

 

 

 

UNPAID LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

Name Position School Start Date End Date Reason 

No unpaid leaves of absence in the month of May    
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COACHING / STIPENDS 

Appointments 

Name To Position School Effective Date Stipend 

Marquardt, Alexa Freshman Coach / Girls Lacrosse SHS April 1, 2015 $2,846.00 

 

Resignations 

Name From Position School Effective Date 

Lamson, Jordan Freshman Coach, Boys Basketball SHS May 13, 2015 

Gannon, Sean Freshman Assistant Coach, Football SHS May 29, 2014 
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Southington Public Schools 

Southington, Connecticut 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee Meeting 

June 8, 2015 
 

Committee chairperson, Mrs. Terri Carmody, called the Curriculum and Instruction 

Committee meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Members Present:  Mrs. Terri Carmody, Mrs. Patricia Johnson, Mrs. Jill Notar-Francesco, 

and Mrs. Patricia Queen.   Other Board Member Present:  Mrs. Terry Lombardi (left at 10:45 

a.m.). 
 

Administration Present:  Mr. Steven Madancy, Principal, Kennedy Middle School (Assistant 

Superintendent for Instruction and Learning effective July 1, 2015). 

 

In attendance from the district: 

Mrs. Tina Riccio, World Language Department (left at 10:10 a.m.); Mr. Jamie Olander, 

Director of Technology (arrived at 10:10 a.m., left at 10:45 a.m.); Ms. Heather Allenback, 

Social Studies Department, (arrived at 10:45 a.m., left at 11:07 a.m.). 

 

World Language Curriculum, K-2  

Tina Riccio presented the new FLES (Foreign Language for Elementary Students) 

curriculum and highlighted changes and shifts within the world language curriculum.   

Grade 1 will be different next year as next year’s first graders will have had a year of 

Spanish in kindergarten, unlike the current year first grade students.  Grade two is written 

as if they have had the exposure to the newly proposed Grade 1 curriculum.  Although 

ambitious, Mrs. Riccio was optimistic based on what she sees as progress amongst Grade 

1 students this year.  The committee recognized that as the program continues to expand, 

consideration for what students have learned the previous year will need to be considered.  

Enrollment discussion ensued and it was stated that some of the challenges are in relation 

to parents needing to provide the transportation if they would like to have their child 

participate in the program at South End School.  Committee members expressed their 

support for the continued efforts towards expanding the world language program K-12.   

Mrs. Riccio shared a summary of the World Language Celebration and her extreme 

satisfaction over the turnout of parents and community members.  

  

Technology Update  

Jamie Olander, Director of Technology, shared that SchoolNet has been one of the largest 

initiatives that he’s been working on since he began in Southington.   They have been 

meeting weekly with a representative from Pearson in preparation of implementing 

SchoolNet by the start of the 2015-2016 school year.  The system is set-up and they are 

live with data from PowerSchool feeding into SchoolNet.    

 

The training and implementation of all levels of usage of this program will be slow and 

deliberate.  District staff will receive training so they can begin inputting and retrieving 

needed data.  Pearson will provide some training according to the contract and we are in 

the process of scheduling the dates.  Mr. Olander explained that based on what data is 

inputted into the system, we will be able to view the data at different levels: district, 

building, and classroom. 

 

In addition to SchoolNet, Mr. Olander has been working with the school administrators to 

ensure that they are taking control of their own student data.  PowerSchool users at each 

school are receiving a checklist of what reports and tasks that they are required to 

complete.   The technology office has been sending out monthly updates to all schools.  
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Mr. Madancy shared that Mr. Olander has been a very important part of the middle school projects.  Mr. 

Olander has been working with both schools, each week, and attending the business owner meetings.  He 

helped tremendously by opening the lines of communication between the contractors and all parties 

involved.  He has done numerous walk-throughs in the buildings to ensure all items are covered.   

 

Mr. Olander meets monthly with all principals to speak with them about what their needs are within their 

buildings.  It’s an opportunity for the technology department to be made aware of what is/is not working at 

the building level, as well as learn about what’s happening at the district level.   

 

Mr. Madancy and Mr. Olander stated that they are working together to incorporate professional 

development that includes technology for the 2015-2016 school year.  There will be a focus to ensure that 

technology is being integrated into the classrooms, district-wide.  Technology is constantly changing and 

there is always a need for money to keep the district up-to-date.  Mr. Olander is working on the new lease 

program with Apple and they are creating a replacement plan as well.  He’ll be collecting all laptops 

throughout the district to update them over the summer months.   

 

Textbook Recommendations 

Mrs. Allenback presented the following textbooks for approval from the committee: 

 Magruder’s American Government 

 Building Citizenship: Civics & Economics 

 Cultural Landscape 

 Religions of the World 

 

There was some discussion pertaining to each textbook and the committee agreed with the recommendation 

from Ms. Allenback that each of the presented texts would be suitable for the classes.  The textbooks will 

be recommended to the full Board at the June 11, 2015 meeting for approval.  

 

Other Business 

Mrs. Queen mentioned that the Southington High School Profile will be updated at the start of the 2015-

2016 school year.  She asked if the committee would like her to work with the guidance department to 

assist, as needed, in completing the project.  The committee agreed that she played an active role in revising 

the profile for the 2014-2015 school year and would like her to continue to work together with the high 

school.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

 

By Mrs. Queen, seconded by Mrs. Johnson 

“Move that the Curriculum and Instruction Committee meeting be adjourned.” 

 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Michelle Passamano 

Executive Secretary to the  

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction and Learning 
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Southington, Connecticut 
Policy and Personnel Committee Meeting 

June 8, 2015 
 
 
Committee chairperson, Mrs. Colleen Clark, called the Policy and Personnel 
Committee meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.  
 
 
Committee Members Present:  Mrs. Colleen Clark, Mrs. Patricia Johnson, and Mrs. 
Patricia Queen.  Absent: Mr. Zaya Oshana. 
 
 
Turf Field Discussion 
The committee’s discussion centered on Policy #1325 – Community Relations: 
Advertising and Promotion in the School System.  The committee members 
reviewed the policy line-by-line, to determine whether any changes were 
necessary due to the advent of the Facility Advisory Committee.  During the 
review, many questions were generated regarding the regulations that would be 
needed to support this policy, particularly at the high school.  These questions will 
be shared with the administration for follow-up at the next meeting.   
  
The committee members agreed to try to schedule a meeting for June 22 or 23, 
depending on the availability of the administration.     
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm. 
 
By Mrs. Queen, seconded by Mrs. Johnson 
“Move that the Policy and Personnel Committee meeting be adjourned.” 
 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Colleen Clark  
 

Colleen Clark 
Board of Education 



SOUTHINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Southington, Connecticut 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Members Present:  Jill Notar-Francesco, Chairperson; David Derynoski, and Patricia Johnson  

From Administration: Sherri DiNello, Director of Business & Finance; Jennifer Mellitt, 

Accounting Manager; Jamie Olander, Director of Technology; Nya 

Welinsky, Director of Food Service  

 

The Finance Committee did not have a quorum so there was no meeting.  The administration shared 

the following items during an informal workshop/discussion. 

 

1. SELF INSURANCE REPORT: 

 The committee reviewed the report showing claims of $330,000 less than budgeted through 

April 2015. 

 

2. FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM: 

 FINANCIAL REVIEW / LUNCH PRICE PROPOSAL 

Mrs. Mellitt shared highlights from the memo and financial statement with the 

committee.  She explained line items with a large variance from the previous year. She 

began with the decrease in á la carte sales due to the nutrition requirements.  Sales of 

pizza and ice cream decreased significantly as well as the elimination of “Fancy Bagels”, 

a brand name very popular with our secondary students, impacted  á la carte sales.  She 

explained the new revenue from the Healthy Food Certification (HFC) participation as 

well as the rationale for salary savings. 

 

The presentation then transitioned to the recommendation of increasing lunch prices 

twenty-five cents (25¢).  Mrs. Mellitt explained the price for lunch has not changed in 

three (3) years since the last increase in 2012-2013.  In addition, she shared the 

contractual increases in wages, benefits, and projected food cost increases for the 2015-

2016 school year.  Ms. Welinsky shared information on the Avian Flu outbreak that will 

impact egg and poultry cost. 

 

Mrs. Mellitt presented a survey of current lunch and breakfast prices in surrounding 

districts and explained the difficulty in comparing districts due to demographics and 

union contracts.  She also told the committee that many districts were waiting to decide 

on increasing lunch prices until they knew how the Healthy Food Certification would be 

impacted by the state budget. 

 

The committee asked a number of questions.  Mrs. Notar-Francesco asked some 

questions on behalf of Mrs. Terri Lombardi who was unable to attend the meeting.  Ms. 

Welinsky shared how purchases are made through cooperative bidding and use of 

commodities.  She is always looking for new menu items and ways to reduce costs. 

 

The committee endorsed the recommended price increase of 25¢.  They would like to 

continue to receive an annual financial update on the Food Service Program. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE WORKSHOP (Non-meeting) 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

Municipal Center Conference Room #2 

200 North Main Street, Southington, CT  06489 
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 HEALTHY FOOD CERTIFICATION 

The Finance Committee recommends participating in the Healthy Food Certification for 

the 2015-2016 school year. 

 

3.  APPLE LEASE UPDATE: 

Mrs. DiNello distributed a spreadsheet to review the technology lease history and proposed 

leases for 2015-2016.  She explained that we currently have two open Lease Schedules 

(Lease Schedules 008 and 009).  The final payment for Lease #7 was made in July 2014 and 

there is one final payment due on Lease #8 in September 2015.  Lease #9 began in 2014 with 

three (3) annual payments of $249,008 which will expire in July 2016.  At this point, rather 

than beginning a new lease for $85,000 with the funding from the expiration of Lease #7, we 

would like to take the funds available for the final Lease #8 payment and the funds budgeted 

from the expiration of Lease #7 to begin a new Lease #10.  The annual payment of $170,280 

is within the budget and it will provide $406,000 in additional equipment.   

 

In closing, Mrs. DiNello shared that although the funding was cut in reallocation for $85,000 

to begin a new lease that the district will still be in a position to receive $406,000 of new 

equipment.  After the start of the school year, if administration determines that there are 

funds for a new lease, they would make a recommendation to the Finance Committee and a 

Transfer of Funds could occur. 

 

Mr. Olander answered questions in regard to his memo listing the schools and type of 

equipment he will purchase.  Per the request of the committee, he will revise the memo to 

reflect “Replace” instead of the term “Update” because all equipment will be new. 

 

Mrs. DiNello shared that based on previous planning the goal is to increase the total 

technology lease payments from $419,000 to $589,000, which would occur over a two (2) 

year period of adding a new lease of $85,000 per year.   

 

Committee members inquired when lease payments would end.  Mrs. DiNello explained that 

the funds would remain in the budget as a built-in replacement plan for updating technology.  

However, she acknowledged that technology is constantly changing and Mr. Jamie Olander, 

Technology Director, would determine through the work of the Technology Committee the 

direction of the district how to proceed long term. 

 

The committee also requested a district inventory of technology equipment in the fall. 

 

4. YMCA RATES 2015-2016: 

 The committee reviewed the proposed monthly YMCA reimbursement rates for 2015-2016 

and recommended that the full Board of Education approve the proposal as submitted.  Mrs. 

DiNello explained that the administration received a request from John Myers, YMCA 

Executive Director, to expand the program at Kelley Elementary School to include morning 

(AM) care and offer after (PM) care at Plantsville Elementary School.  The principals of 

those schools are comfortable with the request.  The committee was comfortable with 

allowing the Director of Business and Finance to begin developing new lease agreements if 

the YMCA wants to proceed with the expansion. 
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5. FLEXIBLE REIMBURSEMENT ACCOUNT – CROSBY BENEFITS: 

 Southington Finance Director, Emilia Portelinha, requested that current three (3) town 

employees be allowed to participate in the Crosby plan along with the Board of Education 

employees.  Mrs. DiNello explained our current plan can add a division for the town and 

additional cost may be prorated with the town but may be insignificant.  There may be 

additional town employees in the future; but, the number will be very small.  The Finance 

Committee was comfortable with this request to allow current and future town employees to 

participate in the Crosby Benefits Plan; however, requested Mrs. DiNello report back to the 

committee the total participant number in December 2015. 

  

6. FINANCIAL UPDATE / PURCHASE PLAN:  

 Mrs. DiNello provided a verbal financial update on the status of 2014-2015 budget since 

the committee’s last update provided through March 2015.  She shared the May Excess 

Cost Special Education Grant was capped at 20%; however, the amount was $247,000 

higher than anticipated due to increased cost.  Mrs. DiNello reminded the committee that 

safeguards had been put into place in April 2015 to minimize supply spending.  Those 

measures have provided the opportunity to end the year with a positive balance.  Once all 

the June payrolls are finalized, a more accurate year end projection can be made. 

 

 Annually, the Board of Education approves a year end Purchase Plan that enables us to 

review items requested and eliminated during the budget process or pre-purchase items 

funded in the 2015-2016 budget.  The committee reviewed the administration’s Purchase 

Plan recommendation.  Many questions were asked and answered.  The committee 

members asked that the following items be removed from the list: 

 

     Equipment  

o Floor Scrubbers 

o Freezer Alarms 

    Classroom Furniture 

    AED Units 

 

The committee asked that the priority of items should begin with 2015-2016 budget line 

items because that may provide funds needed for staff or technology next year.  Mr. 

Derynoski suggested paper and custodial supplies should also be purchased. 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS: 

 

 There were no miscellaneous items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SPD/lb  
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Account 32510 - Equipment Lease

            Lease 10

Fiscal Year

Yearly 

Lease 

Payment

Equipment 

Purchased Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment Payment Equipment

2006-07 $27,530 $98,522

2007-08 $51,961 $68,472

2008-09 $51,961 $0

2009-10 $51,962 $0

2010-11 $77,000 $228,156

2011-12 $162,438 $465,945

2012-13 $249,288 $712,625 $81,617 $231,897 $82,391 $235,897 $85,280 $245,333

2013-14 $334,288 $245,000 $81,617 $82,391 $85,280 $85,000 $245,000

2014-15 $419,288 $556,924 $81,617 $82,391 $85,280 $85,000 $85,000 $245,341 $164,008 $311,583 $85,280 $85,000

2015-16 $419,288 $406,455 $85,000 $85,000 $164,008 $85,000 $170,280 $406,455 $249,008

2016-17 * * $85,000 $164,008 $170,280 $248,008

2017-18 * * $170,280

*We still hope to fund an additional lease of $85,0000 in the 2015-16 school year however, currently it is not funded so it is not included in this spreadsheet.

PREVIOUS LEASE 2013-14 CURRENT 2014-15 FISCAL YEAR NEW  2015-16 FISCAL YEAR

ROLLOVER Lease 7 & 8 Lease 9

COMBINE ALL into Lease 9

Rollover Lease 5 & 6 Lease 7 Lease 8NEW 2014-15 Budget

Upgrade DES/SHS Upgrade DES/SHS Upgrade FES/KES

Lease 5

Upgrade DES/SHS

Lease 6 Lease 7 Lease 8

6/10/2015,Apple lease matrix CORRECTED  6-11-15 6/10/2015















BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 

Informational Only         x                 Board Meeting Date    June 11, 2015    

         

Decision Requested                  Agenda Code            10 a.     

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 

 

Agenda Topic:                   Town Government Communications             

 

 

Summary of Issue:     Communications (when applicable) will be discussed.    

 

Background:                        N/A         

 

Alternative Strategies:               N/A         

                                                                                                                                      

Cost (if applicable):        N/A                           Funding Source:        N/A    

                 

Beginning Date of Program or Project:                   N/A      

 

Ending Date of Program or Project:      N/A       

 

Recommendation or Comment:                    N/A                                                     

 

                                                               

 

     

 

      

      

                         

    

   

 

             Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
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Informational Only   X    Board Meeting Date June 11, 2015             

 

Decision Requested      Agenda Code  10 b.      

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 

 

Agenda Topic:                                            Construction Update        
 

Summary of Issue: The District’s Phase II Construction and Renovation/Expansion of buildings are listed  

 

 below with their current status.           

 

Phase II Construction Projects:            
 

 

South End Elementary School - New Construction:          

 

The administration is monitoring a recurring moisture issue when extreme temperature changes occur.  This may be   

 

caused by winter into spring temperature swings.  The project will be closed out when this issue is resolved.     
 

 

Kennedy & DePaolo Middle School - Renovation/Expansion:         

 

JAD – Newfield Construction has completed Phase 11 of 12 at DePaolo Middle School.  The TCO has been received  

 

for this phase.  They are completing punchlist items on Phase 11 along with the previous phase punchlist items.     

 

They have started the Fitness Room.  Subcontractor and storage trailers are being demobilized.                               

 

JFK – Newfield Construction is nearly complete with Phase 11 at JFK Middle School.  These areas will not be   

 

occupied until the return to school although teachers will move their items into the rooms at the end of this school year.   

  

Subcontractor and storage trailers are being demobilized.                                             
 
 

Background:  At the September 14, 2000 Board of Education meeting, Chairman, David Derynoski, requested a    

 

permanent agenda report for school construction projects.        
 

 

Cost (if applicable):  $16,860,000 – South End                     $89,725,000 – Middle Schools     
 

Funding Source:   State & Local            
 

Beginning Date of Program/Project:       Varied  Ending Date of Program or Project: Varied   
 

Recommendation or Comment:             
      

       __________________________________________________ 

Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 
        

        ____________________________________________ 

Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
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Informational Only      Board Meeting Date June 11, 2015   
         

Decision Requested  X   Agenda Code      11 a    
 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 
Agenda Topic:  Presentation of New Curricula         

 
Summary of Issue:  All curricula are renewed on a 5-year cycle.  The Board of Education Curriculum and 

Instruction Committee reviewed the revised curricula for Social Studies (9-12), English Language Arts (9-12), 

Agricultural Science and Technology (9-12), and Information and Technology Literacy (K-12).  The 

Curriculum Committee strongly endorses the approval of the mentioned curricula.  A copy of the curricula will 

be available at the Board of Education meeting and was also made available for review at central office prior to 

the meeting.             

 
Background: Curriculum was presented to the Board Curriculum Subcommittee at their May meetings.  Many 

staff were involved in the writing process and the work was facilitated by an administrator.  This curriculum 

incorporates the latest Common Core State Standards that were approved for the State of Connecticut.  

 
Alternative Strategies:  N/A            
 

Cost (if applicable):   N/A       Funding Source:   N/A                    
 
Beginning Date of Program or Project:  August 2015        
   
Ending Date of Program or Project:  Until next revision cycle (5 years)      
 
Recommendation or Comment:  Move that the Board of Education supports the request from the  

Curriculum and Instruction Committee to approve the revised curricula for Social Studies, Grades 9-12;  

English Language Arts, Grades 9-12; Agricultural Science and Technology, Grades 9-12; and,   

Information and Technology Literacy, Grades K-12.        

  
 

      
Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 

 
              

Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
 

Titles of Attachments: 
 
1.         
 
    
 
 
mp\Board\Agenda\6.11.15PresentationofCurricula.doc 
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SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 
 

 
Informational Only       Board Meeting Date June 11, 2015   

        

Decision Requested  X    Agenda Code       11 b.    

 

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 

 

 

Agenda Topic:  Textbook Recommendations          

 

 

Summary of Issue: Textbook selection is part of our curriculum design process.  Money is budgeted for the 

2014-2015 and 2015-2016 school years to purchase new/replacement textbooks.    Included are supporting 

documents for the textbooks listed below that are proposed for adoption.  The Board of Education’s 

Curriculum and Instruction sub-committee reviewed the requests at their May meetings.  The Board will be 

asked to approve the proposed textbooks at the June 11, 2015 meeting.        

Spanish Is Fun, Ornamental Horticulture, Magruder’s American Government, Building Citizenship: Civics 

& Economics, Cultural Landscape, Religions of the World, and Human Anatomy & Physiology  

 

Background:  New textbooks have traditionally been ordered in the spring for the coming year and approval 

from the Board of Education is required.          

 
Alternative Strategies:  The Board may reject the textbook recommendations.     
                                                                                                                                         

Cost (if applicable): See Attached Forms for Costs   Funding Source:  Budget (1516)    

 

Beginning Date of Program or Project:  June 2015        

  

Ending Date of Program or Project:  N/A            

 

Recommendation or Comment:  The Board of Education approves the purchase of the following textbooks 

that are endorsed by the Curriculum and Instruction Committee: Spanish Is Fun, Human Anatomy & 

Physiology, Ornamental Horticulture, Cultural Landscape, Magruder’s American Government, Religions of 

the World, and Building Citizenship: Civics & Economics.        

         

 

      
Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 

 

         

      
Signature of Superintendent of Schools 

Titles of Attachments: 

 

1. Recommended Textbook Forms (7)   

 
 

 

 

 

mp\Board\6.11.15,Textbook Recommendations..doc 

 



World Language 

Spanish Is Fun 

Grade 8 
               
 

 



 

Southington Public Schools 

Southington, CT 
 

TEXT BOOK ADOPTION FORM – PART A 
 

Date: April 13, 2015 

 

1. Curriculum Committee or department submitting change: World Language Department, Middle Schools 

 

2. Grade levels and high school course(s) in which text will be used: Grade 8 

 

3. Proposed Text 

 

a. Title Spanish Is Fun, Fourth Edition 

b. Author(s) full name(s) Heywood Wald 

c. Publisher (name and location) AMSCO School Publications, Inc. 

d. Copyright Date 2011 

 

4. Cost of recommended text: $29.00 textbook, $9.00 workbook, $99.95 teacher support package 

 

5. Amount Budgeted:       

 

6. Number of student copies to be purchased: 25 

 

7. This text is (check one):  A replacement for existing text       A new text for new or revised course 

 

8. Rationale for selection of this text (if replacement for current text, be sure to indicate why the text needs to be 

replaced and the advantages of the proposed new text): 

 This course began as an intervention for students in Grade 8 who have not completed Grade 7 Spanish due to:  not 

enrolled, new to district, or did not meet course requirements; as a result, those students cannot move into the current 

Grade 8 Spanish class.  We have identified a need for a full-fledged course to give this small group of students the 

opportunity to begin language study and prepare for their WL studies at SHS. Therefore, it is necessary to purchase 

appropriate instructional materials for these students. 

 

 
Department or Committee Members: Becca Sheffler and Steve Madancy 

 

Approvals:     
 

 

Becca Sheffler (signature on original)  

Department Chair Signature 

 

 
Steven Madancy (signature on original)  

Principal Signature 
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THE EVALUATION 
 

 

I. What other textbooks were evaluated to the one the committee is recommending?  List by title, 

publisher, and date of publication. 
Reviewed a variety of books through the same publisher and compared them with our current textbook, 

Avancemos. 

 
 

II. In summary, explain why the committee is recommending this textbook rather than the others it 

evaluated.  If no other texts were evaluated, explain why not. 
This was the most developmentally appropriate for this particular group of students in terms of both 

content and accessibility. 

 

 

III. If the textbook is rated as “weak” on any of the evaluation criteria, explain why the committee is 

recommending its adoption. 

N/A 

 

             

IV. Is the readability level of the textbook consistent with the reading ability of the students who will 

use the text (Attach the readability study to this form)? Yes   No  

 

If no, please explain why the textbook is being recommended. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED TEXT – PART B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT       1         2       3     N/A 
  

1. To what extent are the objectives of the text stated?                     
 

2. To what extent do the objectives of the text correlate with                    

goals and objectives of the course?        
 

3. To what extent do the objectives require students to  use                   

higher cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, etc.)?     
 

4. To what extent does the content of the text cover the                    

content requirement of the course? 
 

5. To what extent is the content of the text geared to the interests,                   

abilities, and needs of the students using the material? 
 

6. To what extent does the content of the text reflect recent                    

scholarship in this subject area? 
 

7. To what extent does the text clearly and accurately develop and                   

present essential concepts, generalizations, and relationships? 
 

8. To what extent does the text present charts, maps, graphs, and                   

tables accurately and clearly? 
 

9. To what extent do the learning aids of the text (i.e., pictures,                   

graphs, suggested activities, etc.) focus on the major objectives  

of the chapter or unit? 
 

10. To what extent are skills and skill development stressed                   

throughout the text? 
 

11. To what extent does the text offer practice opportunities to                   

reinforce the skills which are taught? 
 

12. To what extent is this text interesting to read?                    
 

13. To what extent do the text and supplemental materials                   

reflect current learning theory and principles? 
 

Comments:       
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Directions:   For each question, rate the question from a low of 1 point, to a high of 3 points. 

     1 =  Little or No Extent 

     2 =  To Some Extent 

     3 =  Great Extent 

     N/A =  Not Applicable 

 



PUBLICATION DATA AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  1         2       3     N/A 
 

1. To what extent do the authors (or contributors) have background                  

 and experience in the subject area and teaching experience 

 to know how to present material to the students who will be using it? 
 

2. To what extent is the quality and binding sufficient to withstand the                 

 wear and tear of student use? 
 

3. To what extent is the typeface and type size suitable for the student                  

 who will be reading it? 
 

4. To what extent are the illustrations pleasing, well selected, and                   

 well placed? 
 

5. To what extent is the book effectively organized for maximum                  

 student learning? 

 
Comments:       

 

 

TEACHING AIDS         1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the teacher’s manual explain the aims and                  

 objectives of individual units and lessons? 
 

2. To what extent are up-to-date reference sources listed in an                   

 easily used format? 
 

3. To what extent does the book have accompanying learning aids                  

 (transparencies, videocassettes, CD’s, charts, etc.)? 
  

4. To what extent are the workbooks (if included) challenging for                  

 students and do they reinforce the text’s major concepts? 
  

5. To what extent are appropriate test materials available for teachers?                 
 

6. To what extent are interesting activities suggested that will challenge                  

 youngsters to do further research? 
 

7. To what extent do the suggested activities and accompanying                  

 materials accommodate the range of  learning abilities of the  

 students most likely to be using it? 
 

 

Comments:       
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TREATMENT OF SENSITIVE AREAS      1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the content of the text (both pictorial and                  

 written) reflect the pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our  

 society, past and present? 

 

2. To what extent is the role of gender and of various racial, ethnic,                  

 religious, and socio-economic groups past and present,  

 accurately and fairly presented? 

 

3. To what extent are all sides of a controversial issue treated fairly                  

 and objectively? 

 

 
 

Comments:       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Page 5 of 8



CONTENT AREA TEXT ASSESSMENT FOR  

TEACHING & LEARNING - PART C 
 

Name of Text: Spanish Is Fun 

Author(s): Heywood Wald 

Copyright: 2011 Publisher: AMSCO School Publications, Inc. 

Class: Spanish Grade(s): 8 

 

EVALUATION OF TEXT CONTENT 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Meeting Curriculum 

Demands 

Does the content of this text reflect what you feel are the 

essential concepts in your course? 

Yes 

 Does the content flow in a logical progression 

appropriate for this content (i.e. from simple to complex, 

chronological, topical, etc.)? 

Yes 

 
Is the information up to date? 

Yes 

 Does the content, including illustrations and examples, 

appropriately present ethnic and gender diversity? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Text Content:       

 

PRE-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Activating Background 

Knowledge 

Does the introduction to the chapter help students recall 

information previously learned about this subject? 

Yes 

 Does the introduction attempt to help students’ relate 

their own life experiences to the chapter topic? 

Yes 

 Does the author build on the students’ prior knowledge 

within the chapter subsections? 

Yes 

Setting Purpose for 

Reading 

Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students will 

learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the main 

idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students can 

convert them to focus-questions that direct their reading? 

Yes 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 6 of 8



PRE-READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Setting Purpose for Reading Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students 

will learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the 

main idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students 

can convert them to focus-questions that direct their 

reading? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Pre-reading aids:       
 

ACTIVE READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Identifying the Main Idea Is the main idea clearly stated for each paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Will the main idea be obvious and easy for students 

to understand? 

 

Yes 

 Is the main idea (topic sentence) usually located at 

the beginning of the paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Supporting & Reinforcing 

the Main Idea 

Are explanations adequate? 
Yes 

Are supporting details clear and sufficient in 

number? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Are there special appendices to provide students 

with additional reference materials? 

Yes 

 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 
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ACTIVE READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  

 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Vocabulary Development 
Are important words/concepts highlighted in the 

text? 

Yes 

Are important words/concepts clearly defined or 

explained within the reading?  

Yes 

 

Does the author provide more than just a definition? 

 (e.g. pictures, examples, analogies, counter 

examples, etc.) 

Yes 

 

Is the number of highlighted vocabulary terms 

appropriate for the concepts being explained?  

(Avoid too much jargon!) 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Active Reading components of text:       

 

POST-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Metacognition  

 

Are there questions within the chapter to help 

students check their understanding as they read? 
 

Yes 

 Does the summary accurately reflect the main ideas 

and key supporting information within the chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Do the end-of-chapter questions correlate with the 

chapter objectives? 
 

Yes 

 Do the questions at the end of the chapter encourage 

higher order thinking skills? 
 

Yes 

 

 
Are there questions within or at the end of a chapter 

to promote class or small group discussion or 

writing? 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Post-Reading components of text:       
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Agriculture 

Ornamental Horticulture Science 

Grades 11-12 
               
 

 



 

Southington Public Schools 

Southington, CT 
 

TEXT BOOK ADOPTION FORM – PART A 
 
 

Date: April 17, 2015 

 

1. Curriculum Committee or department submitting change: Agriculture 

 

2. Grade levels and high school course(s) in which text will be used: Grades 11 and 12, UConn Horticulture 

 

3. Proposed Text 

 

a. Title Ornamental Horticulture Science, Operations and Management, 4
th
 edition 

b. Author(s) full name(s) Jack E. Ingels 

c. Publisher (name & location) Delmar Centage Learning Clifton Park, NY 

d. Copyright Date 2010 

 

4. Cost of recommended text: $186 

 

5. Amount Budgeted: $3,720 

 

6. Number of student copies to be purchased: 20 

 

7. This text is (check one):  A replacement for existing text       A new text for new or revised course 

 

8. Rationale for selection of this text (if replacement for current text, be sure to indicate why the text needs to be 

replaced and the advantages of the proposed new text): 

 The enrollment in this class is greater than the number of texts. This proposed text is the 4
th
 edition, replacing the 2

nd
 

edition, Copyright Date 1994. This text has been updated to more accurately represent the changes in the horticultural 

industry as well as changes in science and technology that impact horticulture. 

 

 
Department or Committee Members: Marion Stannard, Diane DiGioia, Patrick O'Keefe, Victoria Christian, 

Jennifer Shields 

 

 

Approvals:     
 

 

Marion Stannard (signature on original)  

Department Chair Signature 

 

 

 
Brian Stranieri (signature on original)  

Principal Signature 
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THE EVALUATION 
 

 

I. What other textbooks were evaluated to the one the committee is recommending?  List by title, 

publisher, and date of publication. 
Introductory Horticulture, Delmar Centage Learning, 2007 

Introduction to Plant Science, Delmar Centage Learning, 2010 

 

 
 

II. In summary, explain why the committee is recommending this textbook rather than the others it 

evaluated.  If no other texts were evaluated, explain why not. 
The text chosen by the committee more closely aligns with the Southington and the UConn syllabi. The 

Introductory Horticultue text does not support the appropriate level of rigor and higher order thinking 

expected in the Early College Experience course. The introduction to Plant Science text does not put 

adequate emphasis on Ornamental Horticulture, with more focus on agronomy. 

 

 

III. If the textbook is rated as “weak” on any of the evaluation criteria, explain why the committee is 

recommending its adoption. 

      

 

             

IV. Is the readability level of the textbook consistent with the reading ability of the students who will 

use the text (Attach the readability study to this form)? Yes   No  

 

If no, please explain why the textbook is being recommended. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED TEXT – PART B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT       1         2       3     N/A 
  

1. To what extent are the objectives of the text stated?                     
 

2. To what extent do the objectives of the text correlate with                    

goals and objectives of the course?        
 

3. To what extent do the objectives require students to  use                   

higher cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, etc.)?     
 

4. To what extent does the content of the text cover the                    

content requirement of the course? 
 

5. To what extent is the content of the text geared to the interests,                   

abilities, and needs of the students using the material? 
 

6. To what extent does the content of the text reflect recent                    

scholarship in this subject area? 
 

7. To what extent does the text clearly and accurately develop and                   

present essential concepts, generalizations, and relationships? 
 

8. To what extent does the text present charts, maps, graphs, and                   

tables accurately and clearly? 
 

9. To what extent do the learning aids of the text (i.e., pictures,                   

graphs, suggested activities, etc.) focus on the major objectives  

of the chapter or unit? 
 

10. To what extent are skills and skill development stressed                   

throughout the text? 
 

11. To what extent does the text offer practice opportunities to                   

reinforce the skills which are taught? 
 

12. To what extent is this text interesting to read?                    
 

13. To what extent do the text and supplemental materials                   

reflect current learning theory and principles? 
 

Comments:       
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Directions:   For each question, rate the question from a low of 1 point, to a high of 3 points. 

      1 =  Little or No Extent 

     2 =  To Some Extent 

     3 =  Great Extent 

     N/A =  Not Applicable 

 

 

NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



PUBLICATION DATA AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  1         2       3     N/A 
 

1. To what extent do the authors (or contributors) have background                  

 and experience in the subject area and teaching experience 

 to know how to present material to the students who will be using it? 
 

2. To what extent is the quality and binding sufficient to withstand the                 

 wear and tear of student use? 
 

3. To what extent is the typeface and type size suitable for the student                  

 who will be reading it? 
 

4. To what extent are the illustrations pleasing, well selected, and                   

 well placed? 
 

5. To what extent is the book effectively organized for maximum                  

 student learning? 

 
Comments:       

 

 

TEACHING AIDS         1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the teacher’s manual explain the aims and                  

 objectives of individual units and lessons? 
 

2. To what extent are up-to-date reference sources listed in an                   

 easily used format? 
 

3. To what extent does the book have accompanying learning aids                  

 (transparencies, videocassettes, CD’s, charts, etc.)? 
  

4. To what extent are the workbooks (if included) challenging for                  

 students and do they reinforce the text’s major concepts? 
  

5. To what extent are appropriate test materials available for teachers?                 
 

6. To what extent are interesting activities suggested that will challenge                  

 youngsters to do further research? 
 

7. To what extent do the suggested activities and accompanying                  

 materials accommodate the range of  learning abilities of the  

 students most likely to be using it? 
 

 

Comments:       
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NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



TREATMENT OF SENSITIVE AREAS      1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the content of the text (both pictorial and                  

 written) reflect the pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our  

 society, past and present? 

 

2. To what extent is the role of gender and of various racial, ethnic,                  

 religious, and socio-economic groups past and present,  

 accurately and fairly presented? 

 

3. To what extent are all sides of a controversial issue treated fairly                  

 and objectively? 

 

 
 

Comments:       
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CONTENT AREA TEXT ASSESSMENT FOR  

TEACHING & LEARNING - PART C 
 

Name of Text: Ornamental Horticulture Science, Operations and Management, 4th edition 

Author(s): Jack E. Ingels 

Copyright: 2010 Publisher: Delmar Centage Learning 

Class: UConn Horticulture Grade(s): 11 and 12 

 

EVALUATION OF TEXT CONTENT 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Meeting Curriculum 

Demands 

Does the content of this text reflect what you feel are the 

essential concepts in your course? 

Yes 

 Does the content flow in a logical progression 

appropriate for this content (i.e. from simple to complex, 

chronological, topical, etc.)? 

Yes 

 
Is the information up to date? 

Yes 

 Does the content, including illustrations and examples, 

appropriately present ethnic and gender diversity? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Text Content:       

 

PRE-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Activating Background 

Knowledge 

Does the introduction to the chapter help students recall 

information previously learned about this subject? 

Yes 

 Does the introduction attempt to help students’ relate 

their own life experiences to the chapter topic? 

Yes 

 Does the author build on the students’ prior knowledge 

within the chapter subsections? 

Yes 

Setting Purpose for 

Reading 

Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students will 

learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the main 

idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students can 

convert them to focus-questions that direct their reading? 

Yes 
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PRE-READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Setting Purpose for Reading Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students 

will learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the 

main idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students 

can convert them to focus-questions that direct their 

reading? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Pre-reading aids:       
 

ACTIVE READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Identifying the Main Idea Is the main idea clearly stated for each paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Will the main idea be obvious and easy for students 

to understand? 

 

Yes 

 Is the main idea (topic sentence) usually located at 

the beginning of the paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Supporting & Reinforcing 

the Main Idea 

Are explanations adequate? 
Yes 

Are supporting details clear and sufficient in 

number? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Are there special appendices to provide students 

with additional reference materials? 

Yes 

 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 
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ACTIVE READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  

 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Vocabulary Development 
Are important words/concepts highlighted in the 

text? 

Yes 

Are important words/concepts clearly defined or 

explained within the reading?  

Yes 

 

Does the author provide more than just a definition? 

 (e.g. pictures, examples, analogies, counter 

examples, etc.) 

Yes 

 

Is the number of highlighted vocabulary terms 

appropriate for the concepts being explained?  

(Avoid too much jargon!) 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Active Reading components of text:       

 

POST-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Metacognition  

 

Are there questions within the chapter to help 

students check their understanding as they read? 
 

Yes 

 Does the summary accurately reflect the main ideas 

and key supporting information within the chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Do the end-of-chapter questions correlate with the 

chapter objectives? 
 

Yes 

 Do the questions at the end of the chapter encourage 

higher order thinking skills? 
 

Yes 

 

 
Are there questions within or at the end of a chapter 

to promote class or small group discussion or 

writing? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Post-Reading components of text:       
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Ornamental Horticulture 
Chapter 15, Page 411 

 
Growers should have a knowledge of assorted crop plants, although their knowledge can easily 
become limited when they grow only a few crops on a repeating basis.  Knowledge of proper 
production hygiene is essential, coupled with the ability to prevent and control the insects and 
diseases to which the crops are susceptible.  The essence of production know-how is the ability to 
manipulate the environment around the plants in a way that will benefit the crops, not hamper 
their development. 
 
The grower may be the owner of the operation or an employee.  In production operations, the 
grower is a key figure who is given great responsibility and permitted little error.  Large 
operations may employ several chief growers, each supervising several assistant growers.  Except 
for the grower who also owns the business, growers are regarded as skilled laborers.  They may 
acquire their skills through university programs, on-the-job training, or both.  In any case, they 
must constantly update their knowledge through attendance at workshops, seminars, and 
industry tours.  Competition from other firs, both inside the country and abroad, requires that 
growers stay abreast of the latest information. 
 
 
Number of Words 184 
Flesch Ease  40.1 
Grade Level  12 



Social Studies 

Magruder’s American 

Government 

Grades 11-12 
               
 



 

Southington Public Schools 

Southington, CT 
 

TEXT BOOK ADOPTION FORM – PART A 
 
 

Date: May 11, 2015 

 

1. Curriculum Committee or department submitting change: Social Studies 

 

2. Grade levels and high school course(s) in which text will be used: Politics & Government, Grades 11-12 

 

3. Proposed Text 

 

a. Title Magruder's American Government 

b. Author(s) full name(s) William A. McClenaghan 

c. Publisher (name and location) Pearson Education Inc, New Jersey 

d. Copyright Date 2013 

 

4. Cost of recommended text: $85.97 

 

5. Amount Budgeted: $3868.65 

 

6. Number of student copies to be purchased: 25 

 

7. This text is (check one):  A replacement for existing text       A new text for new or revised course 

 

8. Rationale for selection of this text (if replacement for current text, be sure to indicate why the text needs to be 

replaced and the advantages of the proposed new text): 

 This elective course has not had a new book since 2002.  Much has changed in politics since then.  This book is a new 

edition of the previous Magruder's. 

 

 
Department or Committee Members: Social Studies 

 

 

 

Approvals:     
 

 

Heather Allenback (signature on original) 

Department Chair Signature 

 

 

 
Brian Stranieri (signature on original)  

Principal Signature 
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THE EVALUATION 
 

 

I. What other textbooks were evaluated to the one the committee is recommending?  List by title, 

publisher, and date of publication. 
None 

 
 

II. In summary, explain why the committee is recommending this textbook rather than the others it 

evaluated.  If no other texts were evaluated, explain why not. 
This is a highly recommended text for this type of course. It has been in publication since 1917.  In 

addition, the concepts of UbD have been incorporated into the text in consultation with Grant Wiggins.  

The long-standing reputation and parallel format to SPS curriculum makes this text an appropriate choice. 

 

 

III. If the textbook is rated as “weak” on any of the evaluation criteria, explain why the committee is 

recommending its adoption. 

NA 

 

             

IV. Is the readability level of the textbook consistent with the reading ability of the students who will 

use the text (Attach the readability study to this form)? Yes   No  

 

If no, please explain why the textbook is being recommended. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED TEXT – PART B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT       1         2       3     N/A 
  

1. To what extent are the objectives of the text stated?                     
 

2. To what extent do the objectives of the text correlate with                    

 goals and objectives of the course?        
 

3. To what extent do the objectives require students to  use                   

 higher cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, etc.)?     
 

4. To what extent does the content of the text cover the                    

 content requirement of the course? 
 

5. To what extent is the content of the text geared to the interests,                   

 abilities, and needs of the students using the material? 
 

6. To what extent does the content of the text reflect recent                    

 scholarship in this subject area? 
 

7. To what extent does the text clearly and accurately develop and                   

 present essential concepts, generalizations, and relationships? 
 

8. To what extent does the text present charts, maps, graphs, and                   

 tables accurately and clearly? 
 

9. To what extent do the learning aids of the text (i.e., pictures,                   

 graphs, suggested activities, etc.) focus on the major objectives  

 of the chapter or unit? 
 

10. To what extent are skills and skill development stressed                   

 throughout the text? 
 

11. To what extent does the text offer practice opportunities to                   

reinforce the skills which are taught? 
 

12. To what extent is this text interesting to read?                    
 

13. To what extent do the text and supplemental materials                   

reflect current learning theory and principles? 
 

Comments:       
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Directions:   For each question, rate the question from a low of 1 point, to a high of 3 points. 

1 =  Little or No Extent 

2 =  To Some Extent 

3 =  Great Extent 

N/A =  Not Applicable 
 

 

NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



PUBLICATION DATA AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  1         2       3     N/A 
 

1. To what extent do the authors (or contributors) have background                  

 and experience in the subject area and teaching experience 

 to know how to present material to the students who will be using it? 
 

2. To what extent is the quality and binding sufficient to withstand the                 

 wear and tear of student use? 
 

3. To what extent is the typeface and type size suitable for the student                  

 who will be reading it? 
 

4. To what extent are the illustrations pleasing, well selected, and                   

 well placed? 
 

5. To what extent is the book effectively organized for maximum                  

 student learning? 

 
Comments:       

 

 

TEACHING AIDS         1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the teacher’s manual explain the aims and                  

 objectives of individual units and lessons? 
 

2. To what extent are up-to-date reference sources listed in an                   

 easily used format? 
 

3. To what extent does the book have accompanying learning aids                  

 (transparencies, videocassettes, CD’s, charts, etc.)? 
  

4. To what extent are the workbooks (if included) challenging for                  

 students and do they reinforce the text’s major concepts? 
  

5. To what extent are appropriate test materials available for teachers?                 
 

6. To what extent are interesting activities suggested that will challenge                  

 youngsters to do further research? 
 

7. To what extent do the suggested activities and accompanying                  

 materials accommodate the range of  learning abilities of the  

 students most likely to be using it? 
 

 

Comments:       
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NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



TREATMENT OF SENSITIVE AREAS      1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the content of the text (both pictorial and                  

 written) reflect the pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our  

 society, past and present? 

 

2. To what extent is the role of gender and of various racial, ethnic,                  

 religious, and socio-economic groups past and present,  

 accurately and fairly presented? 

 

3. To what extent are all sides of a controversial issue treated fairly                  

 and objectively? 

 

 
 

Comments:       
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CONTENT AREA TEXT ASSESSMENT FOR  

TEACHING & LEARNING - PART C 
 

Name of Text: Magruder's American Government 

Author(s): William A. McClenaghan 

Copyright: 2013 Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc., New Jersey 

Class: Politics & Government Grade(s): 11-12 

 

EVALUATION OF TEXT CONTENT 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Meeting Curriculum 

Demands 

Does the content of this text reflect what you feel are the 

essential concepts in your course? 

Yes 

 Does the content flow in a logical progression 

appropriate for this content (i.e. from simple to complex, 

chronological, topical, etc.)? 

Yes 

 
Is the information up to date? 

Yes 

 Does the content, including illustrations and examples, 

appropriately present ethnic and gender diversity? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Text Content: Excellent 

 

PRE-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Activating Background 

Knowledge 

Does the introduction to the chapter help students recall 

information previously learned about this subject? 

Yes 

 Does the introduction attempt to help students’ relate 

their own life experiences to the chapter topic? 

Yes 

 Does the author build on the students’ prior knowledge 

within the chapter subsections? 

Yes 

Setting Purpose for 

Reading 

Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students will 

learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the main 

idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students can 

convert them to focus-questions that direct their reading? 

Yes 
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PRE-READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Setting Purpose for Reading Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students 

will learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the 

main idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students 

can convert them to focus-questions that direct their 

reading? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Pre-reading aids: Excellent 

 

 

ACTIVE READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Identifying the Main Idea Is the main idea clearly stated for each paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Will the main idea be obvious and easy for students 

to understand? 

 

Yes 

 Is the main idea (topic sentence) usually located at 

the beginning of the paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Supporting & Reinforcing 

the Main Idea 

Are explanations adequate? 
Yes 

Are supporting details clear and sufficient in 

number? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Are there special appendices to provide students 

with additional reference materials? 

Yes 

 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 
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ACTIVE READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  

 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Vocabulary Development 
Are important words/concepts highlighted in the 

text? 

Yes 

Are important words/concepts clearly defined or 

explained within the reading?  

Yes 

 

Does the author provide more than just a definition? 

 (e.g. pictures, examples, analogies, counter 

examples, etc.) 

Yes 

 

Is the number of highlighted vocabulary terms 

appropriate for the concepts being explained?  

(Avoid too much jargon!) 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Active Reading components of text: Excellent 

 

POST-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Metacognition  

 

Are there questions within the chapter to help 

students check their understanding as they read? 
 

Yes 

 Does the summary accurately reflect the main ideas 

and key supporting information within the chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Do the end-of-chapter questions correlate with the 

chapter objectives? 
 

Yes 

 Do the questions at the end of the chapter encourage 

higher order thinking skills? 
 

Yes 

 

 
Are there questions within or at the end of a chapter 

to promote class or small group discussion or 

writing? 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Post-Reading components of text: Excellent 
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Reliability-Score.com 

 

Magruder’s American Government 

 

Text: Before the coming of popular election, the State legislatures often picked well-liked and qualified 

men to be senators.  On other occasions, however, their choice was the result of maneuvering and 

infighting among the leaders of various factions in the State.  These personalities all spent a great deal of 

energy trying to gain (and sometimes buy) enough legislators' votes to win a seat in the United States 

Senate.  In fact, by the late 1800s, the Senate was often called the "Millionaires' Club," because so many 

wealthy party and business leaders sat in that chamber. 

 

Reading Ease 

A higher score indicates easier readability; scores usually range between 0 and 100. 

Readability Formula Score 

Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease 47.1 

Grade Levels 

A grade level (based on the USA education system) is equivalent to the number of years of education a 

person has had. Scores over 22 should generally be taken to mean graduate level text. 

Readability Formula Grade 

Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 12.5 

Gunning-Fog Score 15.8 

Coleman-Liau Index  12.8 

SMOG Index  11.9 

Automated Readability Index  13.2 

Average Grade Level 13.2 

Text Statistics 

Character Count 456 

Syllable Count 151 

Word Count 94 

Sentence Count 4 

Characters per Word 4.9 

Syllables per Word 1.6 

Words per Sentence 23.5 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch_Reading_Ease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch.E2.80.93Kincaid_Grade_Level
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunning-Fog_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleman-Liau_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMOG_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automated_Readability_Index


Social Studies 

Building Citizenship: Civics and 

Economics 

Grade 9 
               
 



 

Southington Public Schools 

Southington, CT 
 

TEXT BOOK ADOPTION FORM – PART A 
 
 

Date: May 11, 2015 

 

1. Curriculum Committee or department submitting change: Social Studies 

 

2. Grade levels and high school course(s) in which text will be used: 9
th
 grade Civics - CP level 

 

3. Proposed Text 

 

a. Title Building Citizenship: Civics & Economics 

b. Author(s) full name(s) Richard Remy, John Patrick, David Saffell, Gary Clayton 

c. Publisher (name and location) McGraw-Hill Education 

d. Copyright Date 2014 

 

4. Cost of recommended text: $69.09 

 

5. Amount Budgeted: $12,091.80 

 

6. Number of student copies to be purchased: $160.00 

 

7. This text is (check one):  A replacement for existing text       A new text for new or revised course 

 

8. Rationale for selection of this text (if replacement for current text, be sure to indicate why the text needs to be 

replaced and the advantages of the proposed new text): 

 The current course textbook for this level was last published in 2002, woefully long ago for a civics course.  McGraw-

Hill no longer publishes our current textbook (Civics: Responsibilities & Citizenship); this is their most current 

textbook. 

 

 
Department or Committee Members: Social Studies 

 

 

 

Approvals:     
 

 

Heather Allenback (signature on original) 

Department Chair Signature 

 

 

 
Brian Stranieri (signature on original)  

Principal Signature 

 
 

 

Page 1 of 8



THE EVALUATION 
 

 

I. What other textbooks were evaluated to the one the committee is recommending?  List by title, 

publisher, and date of publication. 
None 

 
 

II. In summary, explain why the committee is recommending this textbook rather than the others it 

evaluated.  If no other texts were evaluated, explain why not. 
We decided to keep with the current publisher, just needed a more up-to-date & relevant textbook for the 

lower level Civics student.  "Building Citizenship: Civics & Economics" is McGraw-Hill's most current 

Civics textbook for high school. 

 

 

III. If the textbook is rated as “weak” on any of the evaluation criteria, explain why the committee is 

recommending its adoption. 

NA 

 

             

IV. Is the readability level of the textbook consistent with the reading ability of the students who will 

use the text (Attach the readability study to this form)? Yes   No  

 

If no, please explain why the textbook is being recommended. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED TEXT – PART B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT       1         2       3     N/A 
  

1. To what extent are the objectives of the text stated?                     
 

2. To what extent do the objectives of the text correlate with                    

goals and objectives of the course?        
 

3. To what extent do the objectives require students to  use                   

higher cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, etc.)?     
 

4. To what extent does the content of the text cover the                    

content requirement of the course? 
 

5. To what extent is the content of the text geared to the interests,                   

abilities, and needs of the students using the material? 
 

6. To what extent does the content of the text reflect recent                    

scholarship in this subject area? 
 

7. To what extent does the text clearly and accurately develop and                   

present essential concepts, generalizations, and relationships? 
 

8. To what extent does the text present charts, maps, graphs, and                   

tables accurately and clearly? 
 

9. To what extent do the learning aids of the text (i.e., pictures,                   

graphs, suggested activities, etc.) focus on the major objectives  

of the chapter or unit? 
 

10. To what extent are skills and skill development stressed                   

throughout the text? 
 

11. To what extent does the text offer practice opportunities to                   

reinforce the skills which are taught? 
 

12. To what extent is this text interesting to read?                    
 

13. To what extent do the text and supplemental materials                   

 reflect current learning theory and principles? 
 

Comments:       
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Directions:   For each question, rate the question from a low of 1 point, to a high of 3 points. 

     1 =  Little or No Extent 

2 =  To Some Extent 

3 =  Great Extent 

N/A =  Not Applicable 
 

 

NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



PUBLICATION DATA AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  1         2       3     N/A 
 

1. To what extent do the authors (or contributors) have background                  

 and experience in the subject area and teaching experience 

 to know how to present material to the students who will be using it? 
 

2. To what extent is the quality and binding sufficient to withstand the                 

 wear and tear of student use? 
 

3. To what extent is the typeface and type size suitable for the student                  

 who will be reading it? 
 

4. To what extent are the illustrations pleasing, well selected, and                   

 well placed? 
 

5. To what extent is the book effectively organized for maximum                  

 student learning? 

 
Comments:       

 

 

TEACHING AIDS         1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the teacher’s manual explain the aims and                  

 objectives of individual units and lessons? 
 

2. To what extent are up-to-date reference sources listed in an                   

 easily used format? 
 

3. To what extent does the book have accompanying learning aids                  

 (transparencies, videocassettes, CD’s, charts, etc.)? 
  

4. To what extent are the workbooks (if included) challenging for                  

 students and do they reinforce the text’s major concepts? 
  

5. To what extent are appropriate test materials available for teachers?                 
 

6. To what extent are interesting activities suggested that will challenge                  

 youngsters to do further research? 
 

7. To what extent do the suggested activities and accompanying                  

 materials accommodate the range of  learning abilities of the  

 students most likely to be using it? 
 

 

Comments:       
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NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



TREATMENT OF SENSITIVE AREAS      1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the content of the text (both pictorial and                  

 written) reflect the pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our  

 society, past and present? 

 

2. To what extent is the role of gender and of various racial, ethnic,                  

 religious, and socio-economic groups past and present,  

 accurately and fairly presented? 

 

3. To what extent are all sides of a controversial issue treated fairly                  

 and objectively? 

 

 
 

Comments:       
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CONTENT AREA TEXT ASSESSMENT FOR  

TEACHING & LEARNING - PART C 
 

Name of Text: Building Citizenship: Civics & Economics 

Author(s): Remy, Patrick, Saffell, & Clayton 

Copyright: 2014 Publisher: McGraw-Hill Education 

Class: Civics CP Grade(s): 9 

 

EVALUATION OF TEXT CONTENT 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Meeting Curriculum 

Demands 

Does the content of this text reflect what you feel are the 

essential concepts in your course? 

Yes 

 Does the content flow in a logical progression 

appropriate for this content (i.e. from simple to complex, 

chronological, topical, etc.)? 

Yes 

 
Is the information up to date? 

Yes 

 Does the content, including illustrations and examples, 

appropriately present ethnic and gender diversity? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Text Content: Excellent 

 

PRE-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Activating Background 

Knowledge 

Does the introduction to the chapter help students recall 

information previously learned about this subject? 

Yes 

 Does the introduction attempt to help students’ relate 

their own life experiences to the chapter topic? 

Yes 

 Does the author build on the students’ prior knowledge 

within the chapter subsections? 

Yes 

Setting Purpose for 

Reading 

Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students will 

learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the main 

idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students can 

convert them to focus-questions that direct their reading? 

Yes 
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PRE-READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Setting Purpose for Reading Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students 

will learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the 

main idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students 

can convert them to focus-questions that direct their 

reading? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Pre-reading aids: Excellent 

 

 

ACTIVE READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Identifying the Main Idea Is the main idea clearly stated for each paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Will the main idea be obvious and easy for students 

to understand? 

 

Yes 

 Is the main idea (topic sentence) usually located at 

the beginning of the paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Supporting & Reinforcing 

the Main Idea 

Are explanations adequate? 
Yes 

Are supporting details clear and sufficient in 

number? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Are there special appendices to provide students 

with additional reference materials? 

Yes 

 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 
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ACTIVE READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  

 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Vocabulary Development 
Are important words/concepts highlighted in the 

text? 

Yes 

Are important words/concepts clearly defined or 

explained within the reading?  

Yes 

 

Does the author provide more than just a definition? 

 (e.g. pictures, examples, analogies, counter 

examples, etc.) 

Yes 

 

Is the number of highlighted vocabulary terms 

appropriate for the concepts being explained?  

(Avoid too much jargon!) 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Active Reading components of text: Excellen t 

 

POST-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Metacognition  

 

Are there questions within the chapter to help 

students check their understanding as they read? 
 

Yes 

 Does the summary accurately reflect the main ideas 

and key supporting information within the chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Do the end-of-chapter questions correlate with the 

chapter objectives? 
 

Yes 

 Do the questions at the end of the chapter encourage 

higher order thinking skills? 
 

Yes 

 

 
Are there questions within or at the end of a chapter 

to promote class or small group discussion or 

writing? 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Post-Reading components of text: Excellent 
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Readability-Score.com 

 

Building Citizenship: Civics & Economics 

 

Text: Each of the 12 United States courts of appeals has jurisdiction over a circuit, or a geographic area. 

In 1982 Congress created a thirteenth appeals court, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  This 

court hears special cases involving patent law or international trade, or other civil cases brought against 

the United States.  This course is headquartered in Washington, D.C., but it can hear cases in all parts of 

the country. 

 

Reading Ease 

A higher score indicates easier readability; scores usually range between 0 and 100. 

Readability Formula Score 

Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease 67 

Grade Levels 

A grade level (based on the USA education system) is equivalent to the number of years of education a 

person has had. Scores over 22 should generally be taken to mean graduate level text. 

Readability Formula Grade 

Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 6.9 

Gunning-Fog Score 7.6 

Coleman-Liau Index  12 

SMOG Index  7.2 

Automated Readability Index  6.9 

Average Grade Level 8.1 

Text Statistics 

Character Count 345 

Syllable Count 110 

Word Count 73 

Sentence Count 6 

Characters per Word 4.7 

Syllables per Word 1.5 

Words per Sentence 12.2 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch_Reading_Ease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch.E2.80.93Kincaid_Grade_Level
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunning-Fog_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleman-Liau_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMOG_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automated_Readability_Index


Social Studies 

Cultural Landscape: An 

Introduction to Human 

Geography 

AP Course  
               
 



 

Southington Public Schools 

Southington, CT 
 

TEXT BOOK ADOPTION FORM – PART A 
 
 

Date: May 11, 2015 

 

1. Curriculum Committee or department submitting change: Social Studies 

 

2. Grade levels and high school course(s) in which text will be used: AP Human Geography 

 

3. Proposed Text 

 

a. Title Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography 11th Ed  

b. Author(s) full name(s) James M. Rubenstein 

c. Publisher (name and location) Pearson Education Inc 

d. Copyright Date 2014 

 

4. Cost of recommended text: $68.99 (e-text) 

 

5. Amount Budgeted: $2069.70 

 

6. Number of student copies to be purchased: 25 

 

7. This text is (check one):  A replacement for existing text       A new text for new or revised course 

 

8. Rationale for selection of this text (if replacement for current text, be sure to indicate why the text needs to be 

replaced and the advantages of the proposed new text): 

 This is the best text for the course. It is written by one of the creators of the APHG course, James Rubenstein and it is 

designed to not only present the content in an engaging manner, but to prepare students for the APHG exam.  

 

 
Department or Committee Members: Nicholas R. Vargas, Social Studies 

 

 

 

Approvals:     
 

 

Nicholas Vargas (signature on original)  

Department Chair Signature 

 

 

 
Brian Stranieri (signature on original)  

Principal Signature 
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THE EVALUATION 
 

 

I. What other textbooks were evaluated to the one the committee is recommending?  List by title, 

publisher, and date of publication. 
Human Geography: People, Place & Culture, 10th Ed, Wiley Publishers, 2012 

 
 

II. In summary, explain why the committee is recommending this textbook rather than the others it 

evaluated.  If no other texts were evaluated, explain why not. 
This is one of the recommended texts by the College Board for this AP course meaning that it is an 

acceptable college-level text that covers the required content for the AP exam.  This text was previously 

used by the intended instructor. 

 

 

III. If the textbook is rated as “weak” on any of the evaluation criteria, explain why the committee is 

recommending its adoption. 

NA 

 

             

IV. Is the readability level of the textbook consistent with the reading ability of the students who will 

use the text (Attach the readability study to this form)? Yes   No  

 

If no, please explain why the textbook is being recommended. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED TEXT – PART B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT       1         2       3     N/A 
  

1. To what extent are the objectives of the text stated?                     
 

2. To what extent do the objectives of the text correlate with                    

goals and objectives of the course?        
 

3. To what extent do the objectives require students to  use                   

higher cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, etc.)?     
 

4. To what extent does the content of the text cover the                    

content requirement of the course? 
 

5. To what extent is the content of the text geared to the interests,                   

abilities, and needs of the students using the material? 
 

6. To what extent does the content of the text reflect recent                    

scholarship in this subject area? 
 

7. To what extent does the text clearly and accurately develop and                   

present essential concepts, generalizations, and relationships? 
 

8. To what extent does the text present charts, maps, graphs, and                   

tables accurately and clearly? 
 

9. To what extent do the learning aids of the text (i.e., pictures,                   

graphs, suggested activities, etc.) focus on the major objectives  

of the chapter or unit? 
 

10. To what extent are skills and skill development stressed                   

throughout the text? 
 

11. To what extent does the text offer practice opportunities to                   

reinforce the skills which are taught? 
 

12. To what extent is this text interesting to read?                    
 

13. To what extent do the text and supplemental materials                   

reflect current learning theory and principles? 
 

Comments: Recommended AP text by College Board 
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Directions:   For each question, rate the question from a low of 1 point, to a high of 3 points. 

1 =  Little or No Extent 

2 =  To Some Extent 

3 =  Great Extent 

N/A =  Not Applicable 

 

 

NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



PUBLICATION DATA AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  1         2       3     N/A 
 

1. To what extent do the authors (or contributors) have background                  

 and experience in the subject area and teaching experience 

 to know how to present material to the students who will be using it? 
 

2. To what extent is the quality and binding sufficient to withstand the                 

 wear and tear of student use? 
 

3. To what extent is the typeface and type size suitable for the student                  

 who will be reading it? 
 

4. To what extent are the illustrations pleasing, well selected, and                   

 well placed? 
 

5. To what extent is the book effectively organized for maximum                  

 student learning? 

 
Comments: Recommended AP text by College Board 

 

 

TEACHING AIDS         1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the teacher’s manual explain the aims and                  

 objectives of individual units and lessons? 
 

2. To what extent are up-to-date reference sources listed in an                   

 easily used format? 
 

3. To what extent does the book have accompanying learning aids                  

 (transparencies, videocassettes, CD’s, charts, etc.)? 
  

4. To what extent are the workbooks (if included) challenging for                  

 students and do they reinforce the text’s major concepts? 
  

5. To what extent are appropriate test materials available for teachers?                 
 

6. To what extent are interesting activities suggested that will challenge                  

 youngsters to do further research? 
 

7. To what extent do the suggested activities and accompanying                  

 materials accommodate the range of  learning abilities of the  

 students most likely to be using it? 
 

 

Comments: Recommended AP text by College Board 
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NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



TREATMENT OF SENSITIVE AREAS      1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the content of the text (both pictorial and                  

 written) reflect the pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our  

 society, past and present? 

 

2. To what extent is the role of gender and of various racial, ethnic,                  

 religious, and socio-economic groups past and present,  

 accurately and fairly presented? 

 

3. To what extent are all sides of a controversial issue treated fairly                  

 and objectively? 

 

 
 

Comments: Recommended AP text by College Board 
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CONTENT AREA TEXT ASSESSMENT FOR  

TEACHING & LEARNING - PART C 
 

Name of Text: The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography, 11th Ed 

Author(s): James M. Rubenstein 

Copyright: 2014 Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc. 

Class: AP Human Geography  Grade(s): 11-12 

 

EVALUATION OF TEXT CONTENT 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Meeting Curriculum 

Demands 

Does the content of this text reflect what you feel are the 

essential concepts in your course? 

Yes 

 

 Does the content flow in a logical progression 

appropriate for this content (i.e. from simple to complex, 

chronological, topical, etc.)? 

Yes 

 
Is the information up to date? 

Yes 

 Does the content, including illustrations and examples, 

appropriately present ethnic and gender diversity? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Text Content: Recommended AP text by College Board 

 

PRE-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Activating Background 

Knowledge 

Does the introduction to the chapter help students recall 

information previously learned about this subject? 

Yes 

 Does the introduction attempt to help students’ relate 

their own life experiences to the chapter topic? 

Yes 

 Does the author build on the students’ prior knowledge 

within the chapter subsections? 

Yes 

 

Setting Purpose for 

Reading 

Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students will 

learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the main 

idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students can 

convert them to focus-questions that direct their reading? 

Yes 
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PRE-READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Setting Purpose for Reading Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students 

will learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the 

main idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students 

can convert them to focus-questions that direct their 

reading? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Pre-reading aids: Recommended AP text by College Board 

 

 

ACTIVE READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Identifying the Main Idea Is the main idea clearly stated for each paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Will the main idea be obvious and easy for students 

to understand? 

 

Yes 

 Is the main idea (topic sentence) usually located at 

the beginning of the paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Supporting & Reinforcing 

the Main Idea 

Are explanations adequate? 
Yes 

Are supporting details clear and sufficient in 

number? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Are there special appendices to provide students 

with additional reference materials? 

Yes 

 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 
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ACTIVE READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  

 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Vocabulary Development 
Are important words/concepts highlighted in the 

text? 

Yes 

Are important words/concepts clearly defined or 

explained within the reading?  

Yes 

 

Does the author provide more than just a definition? 

 (e.g. pictures, examples, analogies, counter 

examples, etc.) 

Yes 

 

Is the number of highlighted vocabulary terms 

appropriate for the concepts being explained?  

(Avoid too much jargon!) 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Active Reading components of text: Recommended AP text by College Board 

 

POST-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Metacognition  

 

Are there questions within the chapter to help 

students check their understanding as they read? 
 

Yes 

 Does the summary accurately reflect the main ideas 

and key supporting information within the chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Do the end-of-chapter questions correlate with the 

chapter objectives? 
 

Yes 

 Do the questions at the end of the chapter encourage 

higher order thinking skills? 
 

Yes 

 

 
Are there questions within or at the end of a chapter 

to promote class or small group discussion or 

writing? 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Post-Reading components of text: Recommended AP text by College Board 
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Readability-Score.com 

 

The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography 

 

Text: As world NIS slows and the threat of overpopulation recedes, at least at a worldwide scale, 

geographers increasingly turn their attention to the health of the record number of people who are alive.  

Medical researchers have identified an epidemiologic transition that focuses on distinctive health threats 

in each stage of the demographic transition.  Epidemiologists rely heavily on geographic concepts such 

as scale and connection because measures to control and prevent an epidemic derive from understanding 

its distinctive distribution and method of diffusion. 
 

Reading Ease 

A higher score indicates easier readability; scores usually range between 0 and 100. 

Readability Formula Score 

Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease 19.2 

Grade Levels 

A grade level (based on the USA education system) is equivalent to the number of years of education a 

person has had. Scores over 22 should generally be taken to mean graduate level text. 

Readability Formula Grade 

Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 17.4 

Gunning-Fog Score 21.2 

Coleman-Liau Index  18.4 

SMOG Index  15.2 

Automated Readability Index  19.6 

Average Grade Level 18.4 

Text Statistics 

Character Count 476 

Syllable Count 155 

Word Count 82 

Sentence Count 3 

Characters per Word 5.8 

Syllables per Word 1.9 

Words per Sentence 27.3 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch_Reading_Ease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch.E2.80.93Kincaid_Grade_Level
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunning-Fog_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleman-Liau_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMOG_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automated_Readability_Index


Social Studies 

Religions of the World 

Grades 11-12 
               
 



 

Southington Public Schools 

Southington, CT 
 

TEXT BOOK ADOPTION FORM – PART A 
 
 

Date: May 29, 2015 

 

1. Curriculum Committee or department submitting change: Social Studies 

 

2. Grade levels and high school course(s) in which text will be used: 11 & 12 

 

3. Proposed Text 

 

a. Title Religions of the World, 12
th
 Edition 

b. Author(s) full name(s) Lewis M. Hopfe & Mark R. Woodward 

c. Publisher (name and location) Pearson Education Inc, New Jersey 

d. Copyright Date 2012/2015 

 

4. Cost of recommended text: $97.47 each ($2941.10) 

 

5. Amount Budgeted: $3000.00 

 

6. Number of student copies to be purchased: 30 

 

7. This text is (check one):  A replacement for existing text       A new text for new or revised course 

 

8. Rationale for selection of this text (if replacement for current text, be sure to indicate why the text needs to be 

replaced and the advantages of the proposed new text): 

 This textbook provides pertinent information about the development of the 5 major world religions.  It covers the 

beliefs, historical background and worldview of each religion.  It is an excellent introductory text for our new course. 

 

 
Department or Committee Members: Deb Kennedy, Social Studies 

 

 

 

Approvals:     
 

 

Heather Allenback (signature on original)  

Department Chair Signature 

 

 

 
Brian Stranieri (signature on original)   

Principal Signature 
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THE EVALUATION 
 

 

I. What other textbooks were evaluated to the one the committee is recommending?  List by title, 

publisher, and date of publication. 
World Religions, 7

th
 Edition - Warren Matthews - Pearson Education 2013 

 
 

II. In summary, explain why the committee is recommending this textbook rather than the others it 

evaluated.  If no other texts were evaluated, explain why not. 
Finding a high school level text on this topic is difficult - they are written for an introductory course at the 

college level.  This book provides teacher and student resources that the instructor deemed valuable and 

important to the instruction for this course. 

 

 

III. If the textbook is rated as “weak” on any of the evaluation criteria, explain why the committee is 

recommending its adoption. 

NA 

 

             

IV. Is the readability level of the textbook consistent with the reading ability of the students who will 

use the text (Attach the readability study to this form)? Yes   No  

 

If no, please explain why the textbook is being recommended. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED TEXT – PART B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT       1         2       3     N/A 
  

1. To what extent are the objectives of the text stated?                     
 

2. To what extent do the objectives of the text correlate with                    

goals and objectives of the course?        
 

3. To what extent do the objectives require students to  use                   

higher cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, etc.)?     
 

4. To what extent does the content of the text cover the                    

content requirement of the course? 
 

5. To what extent is the content of the text geared to the interests,                   

abilities, and needs of the students using the material? 
 

6. To what extent does the content of the text reflect recent                    

scholarship in this subject area? 
 

7. To what extent does the text clearly and accurately develop and                   

present essential concepts, generalizations, and relationships? 
 

8. To what extent does the text present charts, maps, graphs, and                   

tables accurately and clearly? 
 

9. To what extent do the learning aids of the text (i.e., pictures,                   

graphs, suggested activities, etc.) focus on the major objectives  

of the chapter or unit? 
 

10. To what extent are skills and skill development stressed                   

throughout the text? 
 

11. To what extent does the text offer practice opportunities to                   

reinforce the skills which are taught? 
 

12. To what extent is this text interesting to read?                    
 

13. To what extent do the text and supplemental materials                   

reflect current learning theory and principles? 
 

Comments:       
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Directions:   For each question, rate the question from a low of 1 point, to a high of 3 points. 

     1 =  Little or No Extent 

2 =  To Some Extent 

3 =  Great Extent 

N/A =  Not Applicable 
 

 

NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



PUBLICATION DATA AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  1         2       3     N/A 
 

I. To what extent do the authors (or contributors) have background                  

 and experience in the subject area and teaching experience 

 to know how to present material to the students who will be using it? 
 

2. To what extent is the quality and binding sufficient to withstand the                 

 wear and tear of student use? 
 

3. To what extent is the typeface and type size suitable for the student                  

 who will be reading it? 
 

4. To what extent are the illustrations pleasing, well selected, and                   

 well placed? 
 

5. To what extent is the book effectively organized for maximum                  

 student learning? 

 
Comments:       

 

 

TEACHING AIDS         1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the teacher’s manual explain the aims and                  

 objectives of individual units and lessons? 
 

2. To what extent are up-to-date reference sources listed in an                   

 easily used format? 
 

3. To what extent does the book have accompanying learning aids                  

 (transparencies, videocassettes, CD’s, charts, etc.)? 
  

4. To what extent are the workbooks (if included) challenging for                  

 students and do they reinforce the text’s major concepts? 
  

5. To what extent are appropriate test materials available for teachers?                 
 

6. To what extent are interesting activities suggested that will challenge                  

 youngsters to do further research? 
 

7. To what extent do the suggested activities and accompanying                  

 materials accommodate the range of  learning abilities of the  

 students most likely to be using it? 
 

 

Comments:       
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NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



TREATMENT OF SENSITIVE AREAS      1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the content of the text (both pictorial and                  

 written) reflect the pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our  

 society, past and present? 

 

2. To what extent is the role of gender and of various racial, ethnic,                  

 religious, and socio-economic groups past and present,  

 accurately and fairly presented? 

 

3. To what extent are all sides of a controversial issue treated fairly                  

 and objectively? 

 

 
 

Comments:       
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CONTENT AREA TEXT ASSESSMENT FOR  

TEACHING & LEARNING - PART C 
 

Name of Text: Religions of the World, 12
th
/13

th
 Edition 

Author(s): Lewis M. Hopfe, Mark R. Woodward, Brett Hendrickson (12
th
 Ed) 

Copyright: 2012/2015 Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc 

Class: World Religions Grade(s): 11 - 12 

 

EVALUATION OF TEXT CONTENT 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Meeting Curriculum 

Demands 

Does the content of this text reflect what you feel are the 

essential concepts in your course? 

Yes 

 Does the content flow in a logical progression 

appropriate for this content (i.e. from simple to complex, 

chronological, topical, etc.)? 

Yes 

 
Is the information up to date? 

Yes 

 Does the content, including illustrations and examples, 

appropriately present ethnic and gender diversity? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Text Content: Excellent 

 

PRE-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Activating Background 

Knowledge 

Does the introduction to the chapter help students recall 

information previously learned about this subject? 

Yes 

 Does the introduction attempt to help students’ relate 

their own life experiences to the chapter topic? 

Yes 

 Does the author build on the students’ prior knowledge 

within the chapter subsections? 

Yes 

Setting Purpose for 

Reading 

Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students will 

learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the main 

idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students can 

convert them to focus-questions that direct their reading? 

Yes 
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PRE-READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Setting Purpose for Reading Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students 

will learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the 

main idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students 

can convert them to focus-questions that direct their 

reading? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Pre-reading aids: Excellent 

 

ACTIVE READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Identifying the Main Idea Is the main idea clearly stated for each paragraph? 

 

Yes 

 Will the main idea be obvious and easy for students 

to understand? 

Yes 

 Is the main idea (topic sentence) usually located at 

the beginning of the paragraph? 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Supporting & Reinforcing 

the Main Idea 

Are explanations adequate? 
Yes 

Are supporting details clear and sufficient in 

number? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Are there special appendices to provide students 

with additional reference materials? 

Yes 

 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 
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ACTIVE READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  

 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 

 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Vocabulary Development 
Are important words/concepts highlighted in the 

text? 

Yes 

Are important words/concepts clearly defined or 

explained within the reading?  

Yes 

 

Does the author provide more than just a definition? 

 (e.g. pictures, examples, analogies, counter 

examples, etc.) 

Yes 

 

Is the number of highlighted vocabulary terms 

appropriate for the concepts being explained?  

(Avoid too much jargon!) 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Active Reading components of text: Excellent 

 

POST-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Metacognition  

 

Are there questions within the chapter to help 

students check their understanding as they read? 
 

Yes 

 Does the summary accurately reflect the main ideas 

and key supporting information within the chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Do the end-of-chapter questions correlate with the 

chapter objectives? 
 

Yes 

 Do the questions at the end of the chapter encourage 

higher order thinking skills? 
 

Yes 

 

 
Are there questions within or at the end of a chapter 

to promote class or small group discussion or 

writing? 

Yes 

 

 

Teacher comments on Post-Reading components of text: Excellent 
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Readability 

 

Religions of the World, 12
th

 Edition 

 

Text: Perhaps the oldest and most complex of all the religions of the world is Hinduism.  Whereas most 

of today's active religions seem to have begun sometime around the sixth century B.C.E. or later, 

Hinduism traces the beginnings of some of its religious themes and forms to the third millennium B.C.E. 

It is probably the most diverse and varied of all religions.  One can find within the Hindu tradition 

almost any form or style of religion that has been conceived or practiced.  Its scope ranges from simple 

animism to some of the most elaborate philosophical systems ever devised.  In this vast diversity, 

Hinduism allows for literally millions of major and minor gods, their temples, and their priests.  

Therefore, for the Hindu, the possible religious views are virtually infinite. 

 

Reading Ease 

A higher score indicates easier readability; scores usually range between 0 and 100. 

Readability Formula Score 

Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease 57.2 

Grade Levels 

A grade level (based on the USA education system) is equivalent to the number of years of education a 

person has had. Scores over 22 should generally be taken to mean graduate level text. 

Readability Formula Grade 

Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 8 

Gunning-Fog Score 10.8 

Coleman-Liau Index  12.4 

SMOG Index  8.3 

Automated Readability Index  6.6 

Average Grade Level 9.2 

Text Statistics 

Character Count 632 

Syllable Count 216 

Word Count 132 

Sentence Count 12 

Characters per Word 4.8 

Syllables per Word 1.6 

Words per Sentence 11.0 

 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch_Reading_Ease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch-Kincaid#Flesch.E2.80.93Kincaid_Grade_Level
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunning-Fog_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleman-Liau_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMOG_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automated_Readability_Index


Science  

Hole’s Essentials of Anatomy and 

Physiology 

Grades 11-12 
               



Southington Public Schools 

Southington, CT 
 

TEXT BOOK ADOPTION FORM – PART A 
 

Date: 3/31/2015 

 

1. Curriculum Committee or department submitting change: Science 

 

2. Grade levels and high school course(s) in which text will be used: 11 and 12 CCP Anatomy and Physiology 

 

3. Proposed Text 

 

a. Title Hole's Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology 

b. Author(s) full name(s) David Shier, Jackie Butler and Ricki Lewis 

c. Publisher (name and location) McGraw-Hill, New York, New York 

d. Copyright Date 2015 

 

4. Cost of recommended text: $120 student textbook, 6years of e-book and resources access. 

 

5. Amount Budgeted: $16,500 

 

6. Number of student copies to be purchased: 80 

 

7. This text is (check one):  A replacement for existing text       A new text for new or revised course 

 

8. Rationale for selection of this text (if replacement for current text, be sure to indicate why the text needs to be 

replaced and the advantages of the proposed new text): 

 The present book is copyright 2005.  The quote for the new book  is attached.  This textbook is an essentials type 

book which provides adequate coverage of the topics without getting too far into the biochemical details of anatomy 

and physiology.  In addition, this text has great graphics, diagrams and real pictures with captions with clear and 

concise explanations.  The new text provides up to date learning outcomes, has a mictrobes section to present 

important aspects of microbes in physiology, a learn to predict section for higher level thinking, and has  

comprehensive online resource for students.  This textbook is the most recent edition of the current book being used in 

class. 

 

 
Department or Committee Members: Suzanne Hodges / Mike Terray/Benn Gawitt 

 

Approvals:     
 

 

Suzanne Hodges (signature on original)  

Department Chair Signature 

 

 
Brian Stranieri (signature on original)  

Principal Signature 

 
 

 

 

Page 62 of 8



 

THE EVALUATION 
 

 

I. What other textbooks were evaluated to the one the committee is recommending?  List by title, 

 publisher, and date of publication. 
Hole's Essentials of  Human Anatomy and Physiology    McGraw Hill 2015 

Essentials of Human Anatomy and Physiology by Mariab, Pearson, 2012 

Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology by Martini, Pearson, 2013 

Hole's Anatomy and Physiology, McGraw Hill 2016 

 

 
 

II. In summary, explain why the committee is recommending this textbook rather than the others it 

 evaluated.  If no other texts were evaluated, explain why not. 
This textbook is both well organized and visually inviting.  Diagrams, charts, graphs, etc., enhance the 

text (important in such a visual course as Anatomy and Physiology) and are presented in a logical manner. 

 The book has different sections to stimulate discussion and higher order thinking:  Learn to predict, 

learning outcomes, clinical impact, summary of sections, review and comprehension questions, and 

critical thinking questions. 

 

 

III. If the textbook is rated as “weak” on any of the evaluation criteria, explain why the committee is 

 recommending its adoption. 

      

 

             

IV. Is the readability level of the textbook consistent with the reading ability of the students who will 

 use the text (Attach the readability study to this form)? Yes   No  

 

 If no, please explain why the textbook is being recommended. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED TEXT – PART B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT       1         2       3     N/A 
  

1. To what extent are the objectives of the text stated?                     
 

2. To what extent do the objectives of the text correlate with                    

 goals and objectives of the course?        
 

3. To what extent do the objectives require students to  use                   

 higher cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, etc.)?     
 

4. To what extent does the content of the text cover the                    

 content requirement of the course? 
 

5. To what extent is the content of the text geared to the interests,                   

 abilities, and needs of the students using the material? 
 

6. To what extent does the content of the text reflect recent                    

 scholarship in this subject area? 
 

7. To what extent does the text clearly and accurately develop and                   

 present essential concepts, generalizations, and relationships? 
  

8. To what extent does the text present charts, maps, graphs, and                   

 tables accurately and clearly? 
 

9. To what extent do the learning aids of the text (i.e., pictures,                   

 graphs, suggested activities, etc.) focus on the major objectives  

 of the chapter or unit? 
 

10. To what extent are skills and skill development stressed                   

 throughout the text? 
 

11. To what extent does the text offer practice opportunities to                   

reinforce the skills which are taught? 
 

12. To what extent is this text interesting to read?                    
 

13. To what extent do the text and supplemental materials                   

 reflect current learning theory and principles? 
 

Comments: Text is up to date and accurate with a variety of learning aids that focus on the major objectives of 

the chapter. 
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Directions:   For each question, rate the question from a low of 1 point, to a high of 3 points. 

  1 =  Little or No Extent 

      2 =  To Some Extent 

      3 =  Great Extent 

      N/A =  Not Applicable 
 

 

NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



PUBLICATION DATA AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS  1         2       3     N/A 
 

1. To what extent do the authors (or contributors) have background                  

 and experience in the subject area and teaching experience 

 to know how to present material to the students who will be using it? 
 

2. To what extent is the quality and binding sufficient to withstand the                 

 wear and tear of student use? 
 

3. To what extent is the typeface and type size suitable for the student                  

 who will be reading it? 
 

4. To what extent are the illustrations pleasing, well selected, and                   

 well placed? 
 

5. To what extent is the book effectively organized for maximum                  

 student learning? 

 
Comments: The textbook is well organized, provides appropriate pictures, diagrams and illustrations to enhance 

the written content.  The publisher provides a sturdy reinforced binding for high school use. 

TEACHING AIDS         1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the teacher’s manual explain the aims and                  

 objectives of individual units and lessons? 
 

2. To what extent are up-to-date reference sources listed in an                   

 easily used format? 
 

3. To what extent does the book have accompanying learning aids                  

 (transparencies, videocassettes, CD’s, charts, etc.)? 
  

4. To what extent are the workbooks (if included) challenging for                  

 students and do they reinforce the text’s major concepts? 
  

5. To what extent are appropriate test materials available for teachers?                 
 

6. To what extent are interesting activities suggested that will challenge                  

 youngsters to do further research? 
 

7. To what extent do the suggested activities and accompanying                  

 materials accommodate the range of  learning abilities of the  

 students most likely to be using it? 
 

 

Comments: There is no workbook available for this book.  Supplemental materials are online for students and 

teachers throught ConnectPlus and the publisher's website.   There are critical and creative thinking 

questions, case studies, practice quizzes, flashcards, and extension activities accessible online. 
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NOTE:  Additional comments can be included on back of each page. 



TREATMENT OF SENSITIVE AREAS      1         2       3     N/A 

 

1. To what extent does the content of the text (both pictorial and                  

 written) reflect the pluralistic, multi-ethnic nature of our  

 society, past and present? 

 

2. To what extent is the role of gender and of various racial, ethnic,                  

 religious, and socio-economic groups past and present,  

 accurately and fairly presented? 

 

3. To what extent are all sides of a controversial issue treated fairly                  

 and objectively? 

 

 
 

Comments: The material is covered in a straight-forward, fact-based, unbiased manner. 
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CONTENT AREA TEXT ASSESSMENT FOR  

TEACHING & LEARNING - PART C 
 

Name of Text: Hole's Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology 

Author(s): David Shier, Jackie Butler and Ricki Lewis 

Copyright: 2015 Publisher: McGraw-Hill, New York, NY 

Class: CCP Anatomy & Physiology Grade(s): 11 and 12 

 

EVALUATION OF TEXT CONTENT 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Meeting Curriculum 

Demands 

Does the content of this text reflect what you feel are the 

essential concepts in your course? 

Yes 

 Does the content flow in a logical progression 

appropriate for this content (i.e. from simple to complex, 

chronological, topical, etc.)? 

Yes 

 
Is the information up to date? 

Yes 

 Does the content, including illustrations and examples, 

appropriately present ethnic and gender diversity? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Text Content: Information is current and logically presented. 

 

PRE-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Activating Background 

Knowledge 

Does the introduction to the chapter help students recall 

information previously learned about this subject? 

Yes 

 Does the introduction attempt to help students’ relate 

their own life experiences to the chapter topic? 

Yes 

 Does the author build on the students’ prior knowledge 

within the chapter subsections? 

Yes 

Setting Purpose for 

Reading 

Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students will 

learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the main 

idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students can 

convert them to focus-questions that direct their reading? 

Yes 
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68 

 
 

 

PRE-READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Setting Purpose for Reading Does the chapter begin with a list of objectives, 

statements, or questions indicating what students 

will learn in this chapter? 

Yes 

 
Do titles of sections within the chapter indicate the 

main idea of each section? 

Yes 

 Are section headings specific enough that students 

can convert them to focus-questions that direct their 

reading? 

Yes 

Teacher comments on Pre-reading aids: Each unit is well organized in human systems and provide students with the 

tools needed for an overview of each system.  Learning outcomes are presented at the beginning of each section so 

students know what is expected for the reading. 

 

ACTIVE READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Identifying the Main Idea Is the main idea clearly stated for each paragraph? 
 

Yes 

 Will the main idea be obvious and easy for students 

to understand? 
 

Yes 

 Is the main idea (topic sentence) usually located at 

the beginning of the paragraph? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 

 

Supporting & Reinforcing 

the Main Idea 

Are explanations adequate? 
Yes 

Are supporting details clear and sufficient in 

number? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Do charts, pictures, and other graphics support the 

main ideas? 

Yes 

 

Are there special appendices to provide students 

with additional reference materials? 

Yes 

 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

Yes 
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ACTIVE READING (Continued) 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Organizing the Information Is there a logical arrangement of text so students can 

easily take notes? 
 

Yes 

 Are signal words provided to indicate how ideas in 

the section are related to one another?  
 

Yes 

 Is the presentation of main ideas and details 

consistent in each chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Does the rest of the paragraph clearly explain the 

main idea?  (Remember the students’ limited 

knowledge base.) 

yes 

 

Vocabulary Development Are important words/concepts highlighted in the 

text? 

Yes 

Are important words/concepts clearly defined or 

explained within the reading?  

Yes 

 

Does the author provide more than just a definition? 

 (e.g. pictures, examples, analogies, counter 

examples, etc.) 

Yes 

 

Is the number of highlighted vocabulary terms 

appropriate for the concepts being explained?  

(Avoid too much jargon!) 

Yes 

 
 

Teacher comments on Active Reading components of text: The text is clear, detailed, and logical. 

 

POST-READING 
 

Skills & Strategies Criteria: Questions to ask about text Yes / Sometimes / No 
 

Metacognition  

 

Are there questions within the chapter to help 

students check their understanding as they read? 
 

Yes 

 Does the summary accurately reflect the main ideas 

and key supporting information within the chapter? 
 

Yes 

 Do the end-of-chapter questions correlate with the 

chapter objectives? 
 

Yes 

 Do the questions at the end of the chapter encourage 

higher order thinking skills? 
 

Yes 

 

 
Are there questions within or at the end of a chapter 

to promote class or small group discussion or 

writing? 

Yes 

 

Teacher comments on Post-Reading components of text: Information is summarized with engaging questions, the 

beginning of each chapter has explicit learning outcomes listed.  There is also a list of vocabulary words at the 

beginning of the chapters, along with word parts and meanings for students to keep in mind as they read and learn 

the material. Throughout  the chapter are clinical applications, practice questions for students to answer to help them 

focus on the section content. 
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Readability 

Hole’s Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology 
 

p. 74 

In solutions, a higher concentration of solute (protein in this case) means a lower concentration of water; a 

lower concentration of solute means a higher concentration of water.  This is because solute molecules 

take up space that water molecules would otherwise occupy. 

Like molecules of other substances, molecules of water diffuse from areas of higher concentration to areas 

of lower concentration.  In figure 3.15, the greater concentration of protein in compartment A means that 

the water concentration there is less than the concentration of pure water in compartment B.  Therefore, 

water diffuses from compartment  B across the selectively permeable membrane and into compartment A. 

 In other words, water moves from compartment Bi into compartment A by osmosis.  Protein, on the other 

hand, cannot move out of compartment A because the selectively permeable membrane is impermeable to 

it.  Note in figure 3.15 that as osmosis occurs, the water level on side A rises.  This ability of osmosis to 

generate enough pressure to lift a volume of water is called osmotic pressure. 

 

 Flesch reading ease 37.7 

 Flesch Kincaid grade level 12.2 

 

 

p 86 

Arsenic poisoning.  Disrupting the body’s ability to extract energy from nutrients can have serious effects 

on health.  Arsenic is a chemical element that, if present in the body in excess, shuts down metabolism.  It 

can do so suddenly or gradually. 

Given in one large dose, arsenic causes chest pain, vomiting, diarrhea, shock coma, and death.  In contrast, 

a series of many small doses causes dark skin lesions that feel as if they are burning, numb hands and feet, 

and skin cancer.  The condition may progress to paralysis and organ failure.  Such gradual poisoning, 

called arsenicosis, may occur from contact with pesticides or environmental pollutants.  The world’s 

largest outbreak of arsenicosis, however, is due to a natural exposure. 

When the World Bank of UNICEF began tapping into aquifers in India and Bangladesh in the late 1960s, 

they were trying to supply clean water to areas ravaged by sewage and industrial waste released from 

rivers subject to cycles of floods and droughts.  Millions of people had already perished from diarrheal 

diseases due to the poor sanitation.  But digging wells to provide clean water backfired when workers 

unwittingly penetrated a layer of sediment naturally rich in arsenic. 

 

 Flesch Reading Ease 42.5 

 Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease 11.3 
 



BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 
Informational Only            Board Meeting Date June 8, 2015   
  
Decision Requested  X    Agenda Code  11 c.     
                     

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 
Agenda Topic: 2016-2017 Program of Studies Recommendation       
 
Summary of Issue:  
All proposals for high school course program changes have been reviewed by the administration and the 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee.   The high school is recommending a new social studies course for the 

2016-2017 school year.  The course title is America At War.       

    

Background:  As part of the curriculum design process, all proposals for course/program changes must be 

presented to the Board for approval in June.   Approved courses are included in the program of studies.  The 

curricula for the new courses would be developed during the 2015-2016 school year and implemented in the 

2016-2017 school year.             

 
Alternative Strategies:    
1.  Accept or modify the proposal as presented.         

2.  Reject the proposal.                    
                                                       
Cost (if applicable): Textbooks               Funding Source: Board of Education budget 2015 - 2016  
  
Beginning Date of Program or Project:    August 2015                
                                                             
Ending Date of Program or Project: Ongoing                 
                                                                            
Recommendation or Comment:    The Board of Education approves the proposed high school social studies 

course, America At War.            

                                                                                                                      
                        

        
Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 

 
       

       Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
mp\Board\Agenda\6.11.15, Program of Studiesdoc 

 
 
Titles of Attachments: 
1.  Proposed Course Program Change Form      
 



PROPOSED COURSE/PROGRAM CHANGE FORM 
 

Southington Public Schools 
Southington, Connecticut 

 
School: Southington High School 
 

Department: Social Studies 
 
Please check appropriate item: 
New Course:  
 

Revised Course:  
   

Course Title: America At War 
             
 
1. Proposed Change – Please give a brief description of proposed new course or revision to existing 

course. 
A course on the examination of American military conflicts will provide the students at SHS a new 
elective option in the Social Studies.  This course will provide an in-depth study of the history, 
development and progression of American military operations. It will be a half-year course, 
providing 1/2 credit towards student graduation requirements. 

 
2. Rationale – What is the purpose of the proposed new course or course change?  To what extent 

will it benefit the students? 
The military plays a significant role in American foreign policy and accounts for more than half of 
government spending. Today's students have grown up in a world where the United States is the 
undisputed military superpower and decisions about when, where and how we use our military are 
often made with little understanding of what this actually means. In America at War students will 
study the evolution of US military engagements from the French and Indian War to the Global War 
on Terror through the lenses of technology, tactics, leadership, impact on society and personal 
narratives of soldiers.    

 
3. Target Population – Which group of students will be directly affected (grade level, academic 

level)? 
This course will be offered to students in the 11th and 12th grades as a 1/2 year elective. We intend 
to offer both CP and CCP levels to provide more social studies elective options, particularly for the 
CP student. An examination of our current course offerings shows that we do not provide equal 
opportunities for all students to access to social studies courses. 

 



4. Evaluation – How do you plan to assess the implementation of the proposed new course or the 
course change? 
The implementation of this course will be assessed by expected student enrollment of at least 1 
section during the 2016-2017 school year. The curriculum & selection of texts and materials will be 
completed during the first two-thirds of the 2015-2016 school year.  

 
5. Cost – What are the anticipated costs for staff, textbooks, materials, other? 

No specific textbook has been selected yet, and may not need to be - a significant amount of 
information can be found online.  Additional materials (lesson plans and activities) may be 
purchased as supplementary resources. 

 
 YEAR 
 I II III 

Staff $0 $0 $0 

Textbooks $TBD $      $      

Materials $TBD $      $      

Other $TBD $      $      

TOTAL $TBD $      $      
 
Comments:  

 
             
 
Principal:  Approved    Denied       
 
 
Brian Stranieri (signature on original)  
Signature 
 
 
 
mp\Curriculum\Proposed Course Change Form, 2010.doc 
 



BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 

Informational Only                           Board Meeting Date    June 11, 2015   

         

Decision Requested       x           Agenda Code     11d.     

  

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 

 

Agenda Topic:     Compensation for 2015-2016 Unaffiliated Employees     

 

 

Summary of Issue:    The Board of Education will direct administration on how to move  

 

forward with Unaffiliated Employees Compensation for 2015-2016.    

 

Background:     N/A         

 

Alternative Strategies:  N/A         

                                                                                                                                          

Cost (if applicable):   N/A      Funding Source:               N/A         

    

Beginning Date of Program or Project:       July 1, 2015     

 

Ending Date of Program or Project:          June 30, 2016      

 

Recommendation or Comment:           

 

              

 

 

      

 

        

                               

      

                         

    

   

 

             Signature of Superintendent of Schools       

      

                             

   

 


	Agenda
	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. Executive Session to discuss Personnel Matters and Compensation for 2015-2016 Unaffiliated Employees ~ 6:30 p.m.
	3. Celebration of Excellence ~ 7:00 p.m. Class of 2015 Valedictorian ~ Class of 2015 Salutatorian ~ Class of 2015 Essayist ~ 2014-2015 All State Athletes
	4. Reconvene Meeting ~ Regular Session ~ 7:30 p.m.
	5. Pledge of Allegiance
	6. Approval of Minutes of May 28, 2015
	BOE Minutes 5-28-15

	7. Communications
	a. Communications from Audience
	b. Communications from Board Members
	c. Communications from Administration
	7 c. Administrative Report

	d. Communications from Student Representatives

	8. Report of the Superintendent
	a. Personnel Report
	Personnel Report June 2015


	9. Committee Reports
	a. Curriculum Committee Meeting ~ June 8, 2015
	Curriculum Minutes, June 8, 2015

	b. Policy and Personnel Committee Meeting ~ June 8, 2015
	Policy Minutes 6-8-15

	c. Finance Committee Meeting ~ June 9, 2015
	1. School Lunch Price Increase
	Food Service Program Update & Lunch Price Increase

	2. Healthy Food Certification
	Healthy Food Certification

	3. Apple Equity Lease
	Apple Lease Matrix 6-11-15
	Apple Lease Update

	4. YMCA Rates 2015-2016
	YMCA Rates 2015-2016

	5. Purchase Plan
	Purchase Plan

	Finance Committee Minutes 6-9-15


	10. Old Business
	a. Town Government Communications
	Town Government Communications 6-11-15

	b. Construction Update
	Construction Update 6-11-15


	11. New Business
	a. Presentation of New Curricula
	Presentation of New Curricula

	b. Textbook Recommendations
	Textbook Recommendations

	c. 2016-2017 Program of Studies & Recommendations
	Program of Studies

	d. Compensation for 2015-2016 Unaffiliated Employees
	Compensation for 2015-16 Unaffilidated Employees


	12. Adjournment

