
Southington Board of Education Meeting

Thursday, February 28, 2013 6:30 PM
Municipal Center Public Assemby Room 200 North Main Street 
Southington, CT 06489
200 North Main Street
Southington, CT 06489

BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. Executive Session for Student Discipline ~ 6:30 p.m.
3. Board Recognitions ~ 7:00 p.m. - Southington High School Art Students who received 

recognition for their artistic talents by the Connecticut Art Education Association
4. Reconvene Meeting ~ Regular Session ~ 7:30 p.m.
5. Pledge of Allegiance
6. Approval of Minutes ~ January 24, 2013
7. Communications

a. Communications from Audience
b. Communications from Board Members and Administration
c. Communications from Student Representatives

8. Report of Superintendent
a. Personnel Report

9. Committee Reports
a. Curriculum & Instruction Committee Meeting ~ February 5, 2013
b. Board of Education Finance Committee Meeting ~ February 19, 2013

1. Transfer of Funds
2. Preschool Tuitions 2013-2014
3. VOAG Consensus

c. Policy & Personnel Committee Meeting ~ February 25, 2013
10. Old Business

a. Town Government Communications
b. Construction Update
c. 2013-2014 Calendar Update
d. Board of Education Budget Update 2013-2014

11. New Business
a. Leonard and Gladys Joll Scholarship Committee Appointment
b. Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Program Proposal
c. Student Expulsion

12. Adjournment









































































Administration: Board of Education Report 
February 28, 2013 

1. Board of Finance - Public Hearing: Monday, March 4th 
a. Joseph A. DePaolo Middle School-7:00 p.m. 

2. Board Partnership - Medication Return Program 
a. Water Department - Saturday, April 27'h 10:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

3. Southington's Safe Schools Tipline - STEPS Partnership 

4. Diversity Update - Southington High School 
a. Latin Night: Tuesday, March 12th - 6:30 p.m. SHS Cafeteria 

5. Regional Safety Meeting - Wednesday, March 13th 

6. Referendum - Tuesday, March 19th 



• Expired or unwanted prescription and over­
the-counter medicines, including vitamins 
and veterinary medications 

• Personal, family member or pet medications 

• Medications that are no longer used 

• Medications from deceased family member 

• Unknown tablets or capsules 

Do NOT Bring: 

• Thermometers 

• Needles 

• Medical Waste of any type 

Location: 

Southington Water Dept. 

605 West Queen St., Southington 

Date: Saturday, April 27, 2013 

Time: 10:00 AM- 2:00 PM 

From more information contact: 

Southington Water Dept. at (860) 628-5593 

Bristol Water Dept. at (860) 582-7431 

MEDICATON 
RETURN PROGRAM 

Southington 
Drug Task Force 
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Southington Public Schools 

Southington, Connecticut 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee Meeting 

February 5, 2013 
 

Committee chairperson, Mrs. Terri Carmody, called the Curriculum and Instruction Committee 

meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Members Present:  Mrs. Terri Carmody, Mrs. Patricia Johnson, Mrs. Jill Notar-Francesco, Mrs. 

Patricia Queen.   
 

Present from the Administration:  Dr. Joseph Erardi, Superintendent of Schools; Mrs. Karen 

Smith, Assistant Superintendent of Schools; Dr. Martin Semmel, Principal, Southington High 

School; Ms. Helen Crowley, Assistant Principal, Southington High School; SHS Faculty: Ms. 

Kathy Conway, Ms. Regina Hackett, Ms. Suzanne Hodges, Mr. Bob Lasbury, Ms. Aurora 

Pedrolini 
 

Leveling at Southington High School ~ Update 

The committee received materials that included:  Agenda, 2012-2013 Level Changes, PTO 

Leveling Feedback, Course Selection Requests 2011-2012 and 2012-2013.  Points of discussion 

were as follows: 
 

1. This is the first year that the high school has reduced their course level offerings from four 

to three.  

2. At the end of the first quarter, it was reported that 96% of the students were „passing.‟ 

3. Concerns encountered with leveling changes were anticipated and include such topics as: 

appropriate selection of levels by students and parents; the need for teachers to continue to 

learn about differentiation through professional development; the possibility of creating 

more classes at certain levels thus lowering student enrollment; ensuring that the most 

struggling student receives the support he/she requires for success; need for more planning 

time; student behavioral issues; and, analyzing „over-rides‟ that have been made once 

initial course levels are recommended. 

4. Recommendations moving forward include:  student and teacher surveys; study of 

homework practices for all levels and all subjects; communication with the middle school 

relative to course requirements and student recommendations for particular levels; 

continued discussion about the value; and, purpose of the honor roll at the high school. 

5. All members agreed that the 2012-2013 school year is one to collect data on the leveling 

change implemented and to recommend changes that will enhance learning for all students, 

including those who are placed within all levels.    

6. The committee appreciated the work of the teachers and administration in providing 

information about the effects of the leveling changes for the first semester and will revisit 

this issue when more data is available. 
 

Motion: 

By Mrs. Johnson, seconded by Mrs. Queen 

“Move that the Curriculum and Instruction Committee meeting be adjourned.” 
 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  
Karen L. Smith 

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction and Learning  



SOUTHINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Southington, Connecticut 

                              

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, February 19, 2013, 6:30 p.m. 

Municipal Center Conference Room #2 

 

Board Members Present:  Jill Notar-Francesco, Chairperson; David Derynoski, Zaya Oshana, 

    Terry Lombardi, Brian Goralski, Patricia Johnson 

From Administration:  Sherri DiNello, Director of Business & Finance; Philip Goodwin, 

Purchasing Agent 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

1. TRANSFER OF FUNDS: 

The committee approved the Transfer of Funds as submitted.   

 

2. SELF INSURANCE REPORT: 

The committee reviewed claims data through December 2012.  Mrs. DiNello let the 

committee know that the Self Insurance Committee had moved their March 27, 2013 

meeting to March 20, 2013 so that January and February claims can be reviewed in 

advance of the Board of Finance taking action on the 2013-14 budget.   

 

3. PRESCHOOL TUITIONS 2013-2014: 

Mrs. DiNello provided background on the Preschool program including who is 

responsible for paying tuition.  Mrs. DiNello acknowledged that they continue to have a 

wait list annually for the program. The committee reviewed the recommended 2013-14 

fee structure and chose to increase the three and four days per week program. The 

committee came to consensus on the following recommendation to the full Board of 

Education: 

2 days per week $1150 

3 days per week $1400 

4 days per week  $1700 

 

4. VOAG TUITION PROJECTION 2013-2014: 

The committee reviewed the current year enrollment, the number of students graduating, 

and the projection from Ms. Marion Stannard, VOAG Department Chair, for the entering 

freshmen class.  Based on this information, the committee endorsed sharing a revenue 

projection with the Board of Finance in the amount of $537,462 for 2013-14. The full 

Board of Education will be asked to endorse this decision at their next Board meeting. 

 

Mrs. DiNello was asked if the teacher added two years ago had assisted with bringing in 

more students. This question gave Mrs. DiNello the opportunity to share concerns raised 

by Ms. Stannard about compliance concerns with class size along with the increasing 

number of students from Southington interested in enrolling.  Ms. Stannard finds it 

difficult to deny Southington students the opportunity to attend knowing there are revenue 

projections for out-of-town student enrollment. The committee acknowledges the difficult 

balance; however, they also recognize that the building received a 95% reimbursement on  
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the construction of the school because it is a regional program.  Mrs. DiNello suggested 

having Ms. Stannard give a brief program update to the full Board of Education once the 

2013-14 budget process is completed. 
  

5. BANK FEES: 

Mrs. DiNello provided the background for the agenda item by sharing that TD Bank is no 

longer waiving all fees associated with the Board of Education student activity accounts, 

payroll and school lunch accounts. She was successful in having the fees accumulated in 

the amount of $8,730 in 2012 waived because the district was not given any notice as to 

the bank change in policy. She met with the Town Finance Director to suggest that the 

Board of Education and Town accounts be looked at together by the soon to be hired 

Treasurer and that an RFP could be done to reduce the overall fees charged. Based on the 

information given, the Board of Education may see monthly charges in the range of $350-

500. The committee agreed with working with the Town on a RFP for banking services. 

 

6. FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

An account status update through January 31, 2013 was distributed to the committee 

members and reviewed. This update projects that the budget will breakeven at year end. 

The major unknown is the cap on the Excess Cost Grant. The first check should arrive 

within two (2) weeks and this estimate was developed assuming a 70% cap.  Mrs. 

DiNello will update the committee once the first check is received. In addition, the costs 

of snow removal work for the blizzard of 2013 is not included in the projections because 

the estimate is unknown at this time. The current year budget will have to cover the cost. 

Any anticipated FEMA reimbursement will not be received prior to June 30, 2013; 

therefore, whatever funds that are received will be kept by the town. 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS:   

 a. Level Services Budget 2013-2014: 

Mrs. DiNello explained the challenge that she and Dr. Erardi are having with determining 

the amount for the level service budget projection requested for 2013-14. The challenge is 

due to the mandates of Common Core State Standards, Teacher Evaluation, online testing 

and the staffing reduction included in the budget in an effort to reduce the budget impact 

of the All-Day Kindergarten proposal. Mrs. DiNello walked the committee through a 

draft document which started with the 2013-14 budget requests and then reduced it by 

items included that were considered above and beyond the current year budget. The 

committee agreed that a number of account increases could not be reduced to determine 

level service because of the mandates. They agree with Mrs. DiNello that wherever the 

Board of Education lands as to a level service dollar amount and percentage, the 

information should be accompanied by footnotes to the Board of Finance to explain the 

rationale of how the level service budget was determined.  The committee had continued 

conversation about the All-Day Kindergarten staffing and came to consensus that in 

determining level service no reductions to Grade 6-12 staff should be included.  

 

The committee has asked that Mrs. DiNello run a level service calculation by starting 

with the current year budget, add all contracted increases and anticipated contracted 

increases, mandates, and subtract the anticipated turnover amount. Once this calculation  
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is reviewed by Dr. Erardi, they would like the draft of both calculations to be shared with 

the full Board of Education on Monday, February 25. The committee would like the full  

Board of Education to come to consensus on what a true level service budget calculation 

is at their next Board meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sherri P. DiNello 

Director of Business & Finance 

 
SPD/lb   

#4.1213.2-19-13minutes.doc         



















BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 

Informational Only   X    Board Meeting Date February 28, 2013           

 

Decision Requested      Agenda Code  10 b.      

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 

 

Agenda Topic:                                            Construction Update        

 

Summary of Issue: Phase II Construction and Renovation/Expansion of buildings are listed  below with their   

 

current status.             

 

 

Phase II Construction Projects:            

 

South End Elementary School - New Construction:          

 

Plantsville Elementary School – Renovation/Expansion:         

 

The building committee will meet in the near future to approve the final costs presented by the Construction   

 

Manager following completion of Change Order reviews by the School Facility Unit.        

 

 

Kennedy & DePaolo Middle School - Renovation/Expansion:         

 

PCT 2 for JFK Middle School took place on  February 14, 2013, the plans, estimates and code compliance  were   

 

accepted as complete.            

 

The initial PCT for JAD Middle School took place on January 29, 2013.  Plans were reviewed and a 2
nd

 PCT    

 

is scheduled for February 21, 2013.            

 

 

Background:    At the September 14, 2000 Board of Education meeting, Chairman, David Derynoski, requested a    

 

permanent agenda report for school construction projects.        

 

 

Cost (if applicable): $15,825,000 – Plantsville          $16,860,000 – South End          $85,000,000 Middle Schools   

 

Funding Source:   State & Local            

 

Beginning Date of Program/Project:   Varied  Ending Date of Program or Project: Varied   

 

Recommendation or Comment:            
 

         

       __________________________________________________ 

Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 
 
 

        

 

        

       __________________________________________________ 

Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
 

board/construction update/02-28-13.wd  









BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 

 
Informational Only                   X                     Board Meeting Date    February 28, 2013               
 
Decision Requested                                       Agenda Code              10 d.                                      

 

 

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 

 

 

Agenda Topic:              Board of Education Budget Update 2013-2014      
                                    

 

Summary of Issue:       Administration will share additional information regarding the 2013-  
 
2014 Board of Education Operating Budget.                                                               

  

 

Background:                                                                                                                                                                
 
 

Alternative Strategies:                 N/A                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

    

Cost (if applicable):                   N/A                            Funding Source:                  N/A                            
 

Beginning Date of Program or Project:                     July 1, 2013                                                                
 

Ending Date of Program or Project:                          June 30, 2014                                                             
 

Recommendation or Comment:                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
                                                                                         
         Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 
 
 
             
             Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
 
Titles of Attachments: 
1.                                                                          
2.                                                                          
3.                                                                         
 
JVE/lb 
#16.agndaboe.1213.boebudgetupdate1314.doc 

 

        



   

 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 
 

 

Informational Only      Board Meeting Date  February 28, 2013  

           

Decision Requested   X   Agenda Code      11 a     

  

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 

 

Agenda Topic: Leonard and Gladys Joll Scholarship Committee Appointment      

 

Summary of Issue:  The Leonard and Gladys Joll Scholarship applications will be reviewed prior to  the April 

25, 2013 meeting and a recipient will be selected to be recommended for Board approval.   

                

 

Background: Annually the chairperson of the Board of Education appoints a committee of the Board to select 

a recipient for the Leonard and Gladys Joll Scholarship.         

 

Alternative Strategies: Reject              

Cost (if applicable):   $300.00      Funding Source: Joll Scholarship Fund               

Beginning Date of Program or Project:     N/A         

Ending Date of Program or Project:          N/A         

Recommendation or Comment: The Chairperson of the Board will appoint a committee to select a recipient 

for the Joll Scholarship.             

 

         

 

      
Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 

 

 

              
         Signature of Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

mp\Board\Agenda\agenda 2.28.13 Joll Scholarship Committee.doc 



BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

 

 

Informational Only        X       Board Meeting Date     February 28, 2013  

 

Decision Requested                  Agenda Code      11 b.    

 

AGENDA REPORTING FORM 
 

 

Agenda Topic:    Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)Program Proposal    

 

 

Summary of Issue:     The administration will present to the Board a proposal for changes to the  

 

current ABA program          

 

Background:                      N/A        

 

Alternative Strategies:                       

                                                                                                                                      

Cost (if applicable):           N/A           Funding Source:        N/A     

  

Beginning Date of Program or Project:                         

 

Ending Date of Program or Project:             

 

Recommendation or Comment:      N/A                                                              

 

                                                               

 

     

   
     _____________________________________  

     Signature of Staff Member Submitting Report 

 

 

                          

 

     ______________________________________ 

     Signature of Superintendent of Schools 

  


	Agenda
	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. Executive Session for Student Discipline ~ 6:30 p.m.
	3. Board Recognitions ~ 7:00 p.m. - Southington High School Art Students who received recognition for their artistic talents by the Connecticut Art Education Association
	4. Reconvene Meeting ~ Regular Session ~ 7:30 p.m.
	5. Pledge of Allegiance
	6. Approval of Minutes ~ January 24, 2013
	Board Minutes Attachment #1
	Board Minutes Attachment #2
	BOE Minutes 1-24-13 - Rev.

	7. Communications
	a. Communications from Audience
	b. Communications from Board Members and Administration
	Administration Report - February 28, 2013

	c. Communications from Student Representatives

	8. Report of Superintendent
	a. Personnel Report
	Personnel Report 8 a.


	9. Committee Reports
	a. Curriculum & Instruction Committee Meeting ~ February 5, 2013
	Curriculum & Instruction Minutes - February 5, 2013

	b. Board of Education Finance Committee Meeting ~ February 19, 2013
	1. Transfer of Funds
	Transfer of Funds 2-19-13

	2. Preschool Tuitions 2013-2014
	Preschool Tuitions 13-14

	3. VOAG Consensus
	VOAG Consensus

	Finance Committee Minutes 2-19-13

	c. Policy & Personnel Committee Meeting ~ February 25, 2013

	10. Old Business
	a. Town Government Communications
	Town Government Communications 10 a.

	b. Construction Update
	Construction Update 10 b.

	c. 2013-2014 Calendar Update
	2012-2013 Calendar Update 10 c.

	d. Board of Education Budget Update 2013-2014
	Board of Education Budget Update 2013-2014


	11. New Business
	a. Leonard and Gladys Joll Scholarship Committee Appointment
	Leonard and Gladys Joll Scholarship Committee Appointment 11 a.

	b. Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Program Proposal
	Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Program Proposal 11 b.

	c. Student Expulsion

	12. Adjournment

