
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Board of Education - Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Northwood Middle School 
945 North Ave. 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

Tuesday, September 29, 2026 6:30 PM 

Mission   
North Shore School District 112 is a transformative learning organization where curiosity inspires minds, 

innovation shapes the future, and students, staff, and families engage to create a kind and connected 
community that is committed to excellence. 

 
Agenda 

 

No Live Stream 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call (6:30 p.m.) 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Approval of Agenda 
4. Discussion 

a. Teaching & Learning - Updated Accelerated Placement Process 
b. Construction Updates 

i. HVAC (Trane) 
ii. Sherwood, Braeside & Wayne Thomas (Gilbane)   

5. Public Comments - The Board welcomes comments and questions and gives them 
serious consideration. Comments are limited to 3 minutes for each person and comments 
will become part of the public record. Individual topics will have a limit of 30. Please fill 
out a comment card at the meeting and provide it to the Board if you wish to offer 
comments.  

6. Other 
7. Adjournment 



445 Sheridan Road
Highwood, IL 60040

224-765-3000
www.nssd112.org

Accelerated Placement Program
September 29, 2026
Committee of the Whole





Accelerated Placement Act

● Early Entrance Kindergarten
● Early Entrance First Grade
● Single Subject Acceleration
● Whole Grade Acceleration

(105 ILCS 5/14A) - Illinois Accelerated Placement Act

At its core, acceleration provides instruction focused on standards and skills 
typically taught at a higher grade level. An acceleration pathway is designed 
for students who consistently perform beyond grade-level expectations and 
whose learning needs cannot be fully met through traditional classroom 
enrichment and differentiation. 



Components of APA

● Open Access To All Students

● Fair & Equitable Decision-Making

● Required Parental Decision Notification

● Multiple Valid Reliable Assessments



Timeline Overview

● November 2025: Initiated Internal Program Review
● February 2026: Hanover Research Project / Local School District Outreach
● Summer 2026: Legal Review
● Summer 2026: District 113 Feeder Alignment
● Fall 2026: Teacher & Leadership Team Presentations



Proactive District Identification

At the conclusion of each MAP Testing Window, District 112 proactively 
reviews existing data for all K-8 students. Students who meet the initial 
eligibility criteria for single-subject acceleration will be identified through this 
proactive audit.



Parent/Guardian Request

Parents or guardians may request that their child be considered for 
acceleration by submitting a formal application.

● Parent/Guardian Request: Requests must be submitted via this form.
● Direct Notification: Upon review of the request and relevant student 

data, District 112 will contact the family directly.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHrGa23xx7EDlZbraYV7qR0ZhOVuYGP3zzY7EM6Oz8nUy3yw/viewform?usp=header


Procedural Clarity

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpYZ4QS8Gvc


Elementary



Single Subject - ELA & Math 
Initial Criteria

● MAP Criteria: Students must score at the 99th percentile on at least two of 
the last three NWEA MAP tests of the grade they would skip to be considered 
for further testing.

*Note: Spring MAP scores for the current academic year are not available at this time. 
Spring MAP scores from the previous academic school year will be used for the identification process.



Assessments and Criteria

● MAP: Students must score at the 99th percentile on at least two of the last three 
NWEA MAP tests of the grade they would skip to be considered for further testing.

○ CogAT: Demonstrates high cognitive aptitude on a nationally normed 
assessment.

○ Curriculum-Based Measure: Demonstrates grade-level readiness in math or 
ELA for the target grade.

○ Social-Emotional Criteria: Demonstrates age-appropriate social-emotional 
readiness for acceleration.



Whole Grade 

● Criteria: This involves placement into the grade level immediately 
following their typical age peer group and applies to the entirety of the 
school day, encompassing all core academic subjects, creative arts 
courses, PE, lunch and recess.

● Students must qualify for ELA and Math to be eligible for Whole Grade 
Acceleration.



Elementary Timeline

1

Spring / Fall / Winter

Map Testing

2

February

Parent Notification 
of Additional 

Testing

3

April

Final Placement 
Decision

4

Following School Year

Placement Change

*This process applies to students in grades 2–5. 



Middle School



Single Subject - ELA

Grade Level Courses → Accelerated

● MAP Criteria: Students must score at the RIT score associated via the 
NWEA IAR Linking Study that projects a student to be “Above Proficient” 
in 6th grade.

● Course Performance Criteria: Students must score an average of 90% 
on all unit reading tests and unit essays in their current ELA course.



Single Subject - Math

Grade Level Courses → Advanced

● MAP Criteria: Students must score at the RIT score associated via the 
NWEA IAR Linking Study that projects a student to be “Proficient.”

● Course Performance Criteria: Students must score an average of 90% 
on all unit tests and quizzes in their current math course.



Single Subject - Math

Advanced → Accelerated

● MAP Criteria: Students must score at the RIT score associated via the 
NWEA IAR Linking Study that projects a student to be “Above 
Proficient.”

● Course Performance Criteria: Students must score an average of 90% 
on all unit tests and quizzes in their current math course.



Whole Grade 

● Criteria: This involves placement into the grade level immediately 
following their typical age peer group and applies to the entirety of the 
school day, encompassing all core academic subjects, creative arts 
courses, PE, lunch and recess.

● Students must qualify for ELA and Math to be eligible for Whole Grade 
Acceleration.

* Middle School Whole Grade Level Acceleration mirrors the testing process for Elementary



Thank you
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NSSD Update:

Sherwood, Braeside & Wayne Thomas

September 2026
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NSSD Timeline
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NSSD Phase 2 Program Costs
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NSSD 112
NORTH SHORE SD 112 - LONG RANGE FACILITY PLANNING - PHASE 2

PROGRAM ESTIMATE

Highland Park, IL R27.0

ESTIMATE TRACKING September 22, 2026

BASE BUDGET ($M) BASE BUDGET ($M) BASE BUDGET ($M) BASE BUDGET ($M) BASE BUDGET ($M) BASE BUDGET ($M)

BUILDING - DESCRIPTION CONSTRUCTION START R18 – February 25, 2025 R21 – June 30, 2025 R22 – October 7, 2025 R24 – March 3, 2026 R25 – April 15, 2026 R27 – September 22, 2026

Ravinia - Renovation & Expansion Start 2024 36.0 36.0 36.0 36.3 36.3 36.3

Indian Trail - Renovation Start 2023 24.3 24.2 24.2 24.2 24.2 24.2

New Central Kitchen - Indian Trail Campus Start 2023 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Sherwood - Renovation & Expansion Start 2024 29.2 29.5 29.1 29.2 29.0 29.1

Braeside - Renovation Start 2025 27.7 26.6 26.3 28.1 28.2 29.4

Wayne Thomas - Renovation Start 2026 22.4 24.2 24.2 23.8 24.6 24.6

SUBTOTAL COST $139.6M $140.5M $139.8M $141.6M $142.3M $143.6M

Ravinia - Reroof Building (Not in initial referendum budget) 5.1 5.1 5.1 5.1 5.1 5.1

Northwood - Kitchen Upgrades 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Edgewood - Kitchen Upgrades 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Indian Trail - Out of Scope Changes 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Sherwood -HVAC (Removed from Referendum Scope) 3.7 3.9 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.1

Sherwood - Reroof Building Scope (Moved to Base Bid) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Braeside - Reroof Building Scope (Removed from Referendum Scope 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Braeside – HVAC Mechanical System Scope (Removed from Referendum Scope) 4.0 4.3 4.2 4.4 4.4 4.4

Wayne Thomas - Reroof Building Scope (Removed from Referendum Scope) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Wayne Thomas – HVAC Mechanical System Scope (Removed from Referendum Scope)3.6 4.0 4.0 4.5 4.4 4.4

TOTAL PROJECT COST $156.M $157.8M $157.M $159.7M $160.3M $161.6M
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Risks:

• Braeside Enclosure

• Wayne Thomas ComEd

NSSD Phase 2 Program Costs

Ravinia Added Parking Scope 63,484$         

Sherwood Added Owner Soft Costs 95,188$         

95,188$         

Braeside Additional Contingency May 2026 677,047$       

Fence Rebid Costs 20,265$         

Additional Contingency September 2026 266,167$       

Extended Construction Duration 200,804$       

Additional Owner Soft Costs 52,875$         

1,217,158$    

Wayne Thomas Reduced Owner Soft Costs (58,080)$        

(58,080)$        

TOTAL 1,317,750$    

Cost Updates - April 2026 to September 2026
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Sherwood Update
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Sherwood Project Overview
Work In Progress

• Project Complete!
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Sherwood Final Photos
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Braeside Update
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Braeside Project Overview
Work In Progress

• Interior Buildout

• MEPFP Trim

• Roof and Windows

• Elevator Structure

Upcoming Work

• Interior Finishes

• Elevator Installation

Issues / Constraints

• Schedule compression

• Weather
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Braeside Project Overview
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Braeside Budget Summary
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Braeside Schedule
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Wayne Thomas Update
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Wayne Thomas Project Overview

Work In Progress

• Demolition

• Underground Plumbing

• Framing

• Masonry

Upcoming Work

• Roofing

• Elevator Excavation

Issues / Constraints

• Unforeseen Conditions

• ComEd
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Wayne Thomas Project Overview
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Wayne Thomas Budget Summary
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Wayne Thomas Schedule
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